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DRY WAY

e

Ffynnon Ddu Two has been the goal of many efforis ever since Harvey -
and Nixon's first discovery in 1946. Over the past five or six years enthu=
sijasm has waned a little because of other interesting projects and perhaps
because of the failure of some of the bigger attempts;, like Cwm Dwr and
Coronation Aven, to find the cave,

A breath of fresh air has now been given to the project by the
divers, No longer is the diggimg carried on because of a feeling that "It
must be there™; we now know it is there. _

After the diving discovery our first thoughis were to follow the
draughts from inside the cave and the first "wind of chance"to receive
attention was the one which blew in the boulder chokke near Pot Sump. Several
people have poked this prodigious pile of boulders in the paat and have pro-
duced a vertical hole, upward through the first 30 ft, of the choke.

When we examined it recently, it loeked interesting but exiremely
dangerous and the only way i{o proceed was to shutter, OSeveral railway
sleepers were obltained one Wednesday evening and taken up to the Swansea
Valley., The following Saturday they were cut to carrying size with a power
saw and hauled to Boulder Chamber and through to Pet Sump.

Two days® work and the top 10 feet of thé dig were secured and we §
pushed on upwards but only for a further 10 feet or so, We had dug intec a
space in the boulders 15 feet high, 15 feet long and 3 to 4 feet wide; thers &

wag no 8ign of solid rock. The draught came from the ceiling of this cavity
and the boulders were covered in moonmilk, This looked too dangerous to dig
without a mammoth quantity ef shuttering,.

Meanwhile, the divers had carried out a cleser scrutiny of the
other side and had found a passage which seemed certain to connect with
Corenation Aven, Their rough survey showed the connection te be a long dig,
probably through loese boulders, but other observations indicated that the
old dig had been abandoned much closer to success than we could have known.
On the next dive a few experiments were carried out and by shouting and
banging (chemical) the connection was shown to be fairly close,

For those of you who don't know Coronation Aven, it is at the far
end of Starlight Chamber and is an Aven filled with boulders, It was started
on a dig in Corcnation year (1952} and so named because a few unexpected
coronations were almeost carried out in the first few feel.

A route was made through it and a strong draught was fellowed inte
a bedding plane crawl which terminated in a boulder choke, But this cheke
yielded easily and led to a solid passage which seemed Lo be too good %o be
true at the time, As you have probably guessed, this ended in a (wait for
it!) boulder=choked avem. This was dug for a while bui everything was oo
loose and the dig was eventually abandoned, An interesting point is that in
these days we didn't have much banger and brought the boulders down with an
instrument affectionately called a long range poking device. There was
another place at the end of the passage but this was a miserable bedding
place and this didn't receive much attentien as it needed banger,

This time we tried the bedding plane first but it showed iittle
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promise; we knew the way on lay through those boulders im the floer of the
aven, s8o we decided to have a go at what we once considered impossible,

Eric Insen; John Osborne and I started te push our way through the
boulders ome Saturday morsing. We dug out about a cubic yard of mud end
small stones from between the bigger boulders and went down like the clappers.
Suddenly, ithe draught increased and the bottom of the hole fell in with a
beautiful rumbling noise, straight into Ffynnon Ddu Two.

The hole was small but negotiable and Eric went down, We heard
lots of boulders crashing and shouts from Eric telling us that he was all right.
Five minutes later, he returned with a piece of banger wire left behind by the
divers, This was it.

We examined the situation and even though we were very excited, we
didn't like what we saw, Anyone going down stood a fifty-fifty chance of
being clebbered and we decided that shuttering was essential,

We found plenty of enthusiasm for the project that evening in the
"Gwyn" and soon had an army of helpers enlisted, As you &ll know, I have
always had an eye for the quick 'quid' and David Humt turned up that evening ~
easy prey.

I bed him a pound that the fellowing day we would have a dry way
inte Ffynnon Ddu Two.

Sunday morning and the battalien gathered at ™Y Grithig". Timber,
tools, ladder, rope, sampling equipment and rope were stacked ready for "inTj
David locked suspiciously at this pile and said nothing, but hung onto his
wallet,

That evening I paid up & pound as the place had fallen iz befors,
during the day, and we could see no way of tackling the problem,

Another week passed and we had another go., This time we were able
te start timbering and get oume round and a roof inteo position. Again the
c¢lub worked like troopers and brought a vast pille of woed to the dig and
Eric Insen, Terry Moon, Charles Georgs and I wers left to carpenter our way

through the cheke,

The boulders came cut magnificently and the timber was driven,
nailed and braced into pesitiomn. Everything went very well and in a couple
of hours we had a hole through. This enabled us to look at the underside of
the choke and it wasn't very pleasant, We decided that it could be timbered,
and got down to get the job done. We had completed over half the shyft a
few hours later when funny things began Lo happen.

Boulders had besn dropping out from under us all the time and
rumbling down inte the cave and for the past hour a gritty dust had been
falling like rain from the aven above us, Suddenly, everybhing moved., The
thick mud became liquid, the small psbbles rolled out everywhere and a few
mediun~-sized boulders crashed from under us. Then everything became s¢lid
again -~ it was almost like a change of phase, We continued timbering at a
feverish rate and ten minutes later, it happened again,

This time, a bouldexr came down from the aven and landed betwesn
Charles and BEric. They scarpered yelline to Terry and me to do the same, A11
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four ef us landed in a record=breaking pile in the solid passage and whilst
we ware gathering our breath boulders crashed down the aven just befors
the dig,

We came out,

The Pot Sump and Coronation Aven digs are both very dangerous and
to make a route safe enough for general use is an enormous task, I thimk
both places are out of the question and are best left well alone,

The answer is an entrance from the top between Penwyllt and the
Byfre, This objective can be achieved but will require a lot of enthusiasm
and effert., A start has been made and the Smithy ia the new cave has been
located on the surface, It lies; according to the radio tesi; al least
300 feet below surface just south of the Club and withim 200 feet of the
last radie point in Cwm Dwr.

The Cwm Dwr boulder choke has been re—examined and the softest
place to dig is where the stream leaves the main passage but it looks =a
difficult jeb and may head inte leese boulders,

More radie testa to locate a better positien and then a well mecha-
nised dig leocks like the best selutien,

Clive Jones Oct, 1966,

LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN FFYNNON\ opu 11

g October Diving is losing its mystic and Ffymnom Ddu II has now bsen -
polluted by best Geld Block, We arrived with Clare, Clive and Bruce, while
John, Rod and Celin had gone ahead to srect the ladder from walter level %o

the passage above, Unfertunately, on our trying to use the skyhook; the
ladder kept snagging and Johrn had te climb the ladder while the courleve was
held by the other twe., With such a strong party we were able to take the
maypoles through to the new sireamway, It was found that a large party needs
more time %o cover the ground, and after a snack by the Cwm Dwr-Byffre stream
confluence, Red and Charles rushed the radie to the waterfall, to meet the

time schedule with the surface pariy. The radie was never lecated, despite
great efforts by the surface party. A quantity of fluoresceme which was

put im &t the Byffre was not seen at the waterfall, although a three-hour watch
was kept.

With the maypole the waterfall was climbed; and to our bitter disap=-
pointment the passage at once changed its character, It flattened until im
a few yards the stream sumped inte a very wide and low bedding plane, It
appeared to go down dip. The water yielded numerous bugs, seme of which
were collected and identified by Clare, This looks like being a dead end.

The draught appeared to have got lost some 350 yards back down the
mainstream, Clive and Celim climbed intoc an ascending rift; fairly wide,
with the north wall solid and the cther loose and made up of unscrewed blecks,
inothing selid!, They climbed 100" and could see a further 100%, but ¥i%
was too dedgy'. This spet bears s marked resemblance to the David Hunt dig

near the wall, just above the Byffre,
The siream was retraced and all climbable ledges and avens were
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roughly examined, There was ne irace of lateral development; it all seemed
¢ be vertical and will need majer climbing attacks, The strsam i= a lok
more exhsusting than one would expect and I believe that everyome was ready
te move out once we were back at the conflusnce, though ws did all ge te

gaze at the formatiem below the lime kilm,

On the 55' pitch I found the 1ifeline jammed and «limbad free to
clear it, Since I was tired this was a stupid maneeuvrs, as I all but fell
off = there is a goed lessom here, Poor (lare had a nasty tumble as she
crosged the beulders belew the pitch., Being weary, ws dscided te follew
John's longer but easier route frem Coliapse Chamber, theugh the indafatigable
Rod chose %o take his load out via the bedding plame passage, As it happenad,
this was a fortumate choice, Climbing out ef the lewer seriesz up te Cellapse
Chamber meant negotiating a shaf}, which was a rif% partiy filled by bouiders,
with a slight chamber in the middle, This had appeared quits stabls, bub
a3 a precaution it was takem singly as far as the Chamber. Johm and Colin
wers 3till clear in the series below, with Clive and Clare iz the chambsr and
Bruce climbing to joim them, I started te climb the zscond stage, whers I
could see Rod standing some tweniy feet above im Collapse Chamber, As I was
mounting a very large 8' square boulder it meved percephibly, I freze and
warned Clive, az Red had felt the vibratiem travel up the boulder pile he
was standing en, Bruce was now emerging inte the chamber te jeir Clare and
Clive, when with ne warning, the boulder wall above my head started down,

It is hard te imagine a more awful feeling of horrer tham whem in the instant
of being hurled down, one is atruck es the head and squashed ints & crouching
position, unable to breathe, Ne sense of pain, just & ghastly realisatien
that ome is irrstrievably stuck. Red was able to climb dowm at great risk
to himself te see $hat he could de nothimg te help. Brucs, measwhile, had
just pepped his head inte the chamber te see a large boulder coming straight
fer him, *'I ducked', and in fact saved his 1ife, Clive saw my fest and

knew he was helpleas to do amything, wher suddenly there was a further slip
and I get thrown out. The three of us fellewed Bruce down the shaft, while
Red called down te wafn us that he could feel the boulder mass moving under
his feet,

In safety at the foel of the zhaf% we were convincing am incrsdulous
John Smy safe way' was now gone, when with a splemdid rumble the floor of
Cellapse Chamber vanished inte the shaft blocking it utterly. Reod was left
unsure wnether or aet all or any of us had survived, He spent a wretched
balif hour until we were able to negotiabe the long alternabive way back.

It was a very tired party that was grested by a mest welcoma band
of kind helpers as they emerged frem Dip Sump. Even the dive out was fraught
with trouble as both divers and their loads get snagged ir the ¢ld guide wires
laid in 1960. Without the suppert of that sarly morning parbky, willing te
wait $1i11 1.0 s.m., we would have been in real distress,

Psychic Notes (To prove that even when You find O.F.D. III next year (2}
I cau say 'I told you se'!l)

1o 0.F.D, III,

" , The Cwm Dwr and Smithy passages are the same system, probably beth
series are of the same period as the Rawl., This old series of passages hadg
ia My view, no connection at all with the main streamway that we now know
runs to the Byffre, It may well be pessible to dig 2 connectlon from ihse
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Smithy to Cwm Dwr but I do not expect te find a system betweem the twe., To
find O.F.D. III search at the tep end of the Cwm Dwr Yama or abt the end of
the passage before Blasted Passage, Expect te find an old cave largely
filled with glacial deposit and for it to emerge to the North West of ihse
Byffre. The old sink was truncated by the last Ice Age and is new buried
by glaciel moraine, this alse accounts for a lack of obvicus draughts,

<o During the Ice Age, the clder parts of G.F.D. were filled with ice,
Perma frest extended well below the depths at which most passages lis, Those
shattered blocks that exne finds in smocthy; water-worn passages have been
deposited by retreating ice that once eccupied the passage., If this seems
too wild a theery, I hepe you will provide a better explanation for the next
Newsletter, '

3. The stream passage and waterfall are under the wall to ihe scuth of
Charles Jay's dig. There is an extensive bedding plane system, mainly
floodeds The enly way inte the system at the Byffre is te dig at David
Hunt's shaft, er the Het Air Mine,

4o There will be ne lateral develepment at all aleng the line ef ths strean
way; it is all far tee recent and is merely an enlarged jeint running feirly
straight to the Club where it happened to meet the Cwr Dwr = 0.F.D. IIX
system,

Charles George., 5/12/1966. .

DAN-YR=OGOF = STILL GOING

The weekend of 24th/25th September saw entry te am estimated mile
ef high new siream passage beyond "The Rising® at the end of High Way.

Ssturda th

Terry Meoon and myself led separate parties, mainly of Wessex C.C.y
inte Dan-yr-Ogef 2 on & "werking Tour®. Weather comditions were excellent
and the water in the lakes exceptionally lew thus previding an eppertuniiy
te tackle the water im ithe rising at the end of High Way. Here the iwe
parties cembined in digging in an attempt to lewer the sump but despits
strenucus efforts me sigrificamt pregress was made as the gradient at this
peint is relatively low and the sump deep, However, a cencurremnt attemp®
to scale a tricky 30 foet climb immediately above the sump was successful
although it teek over twe hours amd the use of piters and an electron used
as an etrier, At the tep, the aven expsnded considerably but am imitial
leck fer a way om proved fruitiess, Eventually, however, after a somewhat
exposed climb, entry was made te a small well-scalloped tube (Windy Way)
containing a draught twe or three times that of the "Endless®™ Crawl,

A quick wriggis through led, after spproximately 150 feet;, to a
sharp sided rift down which a free=climb was just pessible., A beautifully '
decerated rift passage extended either way at its fect with that te the right
erding some 25 feet above a small lake with peat rippled sandy bed. This
was entered via a narrew rift, it previmg unnecessary te despoil the [ine
helictites and flewstone at the ebvieus point of descent, A minute and
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ATTOW sirspace led upsbtream whils dowastream was & desp Sump, {(AS yet ne
atteppl has beep pade te sstablish the Jength of this bul it may well prove

- s pessible fres—dive emes & line L& established),
Upstream was left for a while Jor information from above indicated
. that the left hand passages Ywent®, A careful sguesze alezg Birthday Passage

(it being ems fortumats's birbthday) passed & complets wall covaring of helice
titez and led t¢ & hele yevesling & larges pagsage witk 2 zhresm [lowing some
40 feei belsw, With rsgret, espeoislly on Teryyls part 23 he was unabls Lo
reture ¢a the Sundsy, we returned being shert of both time and backle,

Sunday 25th

Heather cenditlens remaired excellent and we, Majire Unwim and Derek
Tringhem (Wessex), Gareth Jomes {R.C.S, Dubiis), and mysslf returned being
jeined by Susan Bradshaw and Alea Murray eof S.W.C.C. Descent of the pitch
rroved most exhilarabimg fer, upstream, the reef rese Lo well over 60 fest
whilst dowsstream it came dows %e a2 lew beddimg pleme snd appeared te Sump
"theugh later Maire ducked threugh irte &» sirbell and smzll 'lake’ that was
almeost certainly the one entered ox the pravieus day,

Mevemsnt upsiream proved relatively easy and repid &t {irsiy for the
passage remained high and wide theugh aftsr & few hundred yards boulder piles
became imcreasingly cemmon, These at first were sasily paseed buh became
successively higher and more difficuli uptil fiwslly progress was halted &t
what appearsd te be & collapssd twe-level confliuencs, This area was heavily
filled with fime sand, iz places beds over #0 fmeil in thickness, and Delng
well decorated with sandcastles and drip=pockeis, ome of the lstter having
- been isclated and lcoking very ilke a2 geurd,

Fermations were mere cemmer througheut this passage, {callgd High
Way Twe or the Great Nerth Read frow its predomimant trend) thap im the area
between the Greem Camal and the Risimg {(High Way Owe; and becams even more
frequent teswards the end, While gosd straws exist at a higher level more
curtains (in parsllsl rowg) are found snd in m high level meander near the
erd magnificent cyystels, overgrown gour pocis, "flew=sione® and fine mud=
flewa om the floer combine with & perfscily white “cascadse™ over ledges and
goed stelactities and curtaine tc create ¢ne «f the finesl passages im the
whele system, A discussien amorg the scmewhat overvhelmed digcoverers
engued with every foxn of superlative suggested befcre the name "lhe Mosteat®
was hit uvpen,

Our reture was agais rether hurrisd although mere netice was taken
of the relatively few inleil passeges which mesily descexded &z pear verbicsl
pets ceptribubing smell strsams.  Apert frem thess and a number of high
avens, ofien ce—incideat with the larpgs boulder piieg, very faw ebvious
paasages enter the extensies Lhough the sides are f¢ peayly verticel that
some wRY be concetled sz The well-definsd ledgss that sccur at frequent
intervals at & height of 20 feet — 30 feet above the sziream.

Other peinls of note incldedss

- (i} Uslike mest ef the beuider fsils and chokes in DoY.0. I and II,
these i [II are mestly ef limestonse, Crply cope small group
sf gamdstore bouliders heve so 8y Lees encountersd, The

. lgplicaiions ef this are interssting altheugh thsy would be
rather premature if veiced btefere {urther sxanination,

oy
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(ii) The surface freshwater shrimp, Gammarus (pulex?) was poted
quite commonly im the stream and yet so far it has not been
rscorded im either ef the major simks,

(Private comm, Anm Masen=Williams)

(i1i) The air appears te be remarkably “fresh®} )
Accesg te the new sysiem is made via the avem abeve the sump,

Alaw Coasa,

THOUGHTS ON MAKING AN AQUAROBE

Twittering Towers,
Tunbridge Wells,
Te the sditer Tuesday,
S.W.C.C. Newsletbter,

Respected Sir,

In view of the recent cascade of learned srticles im your jeurnal
comcerning the theerstical and practical aspects of cave apparel, 1 feel
cempelled, Sir, te put dewn on paper my cwn fearful experiences with wet

suits fer which I received simultaneously, by the same afternoom pestal .
delivery, an Honours degree in gardening and a demand for three years' water
rate,

My first attempt at meking a wet suit was quite umintentiomed, for
45 a young man 1 found myself at Burton-en-Tremt in am experimental autematic
brewery and there I was casking areusd fer imspiration, Suddenly, I cenceived
the idea of calibratimg a specific grevity meter with sulphuric acid ef pre-
determined concentratien, because the beer was all ef quite urknewn strength
and seme of dubious cempesitiem, This splendid idea werked well until it
became necessary to remove the corresive scid snd replace it by & more peisble
fluid, Ne ready means was previded fer this removal, and during the clumsy
operatien which follewed, & considerable quantity of sirong acid came ints
centact with my trousers amd the pertiems of my persem which were bensath.
Witheut more ade, and ir the twinkling ef a pawnbreker, I had taken off this
dangerous leower garment &nd placed it im a sink full of celd vater, A quiei
wash of my knees and neighbeurinsg parts removed ihe remaining hazard but I

was now faced with the preblem that I had, net to put tee fine a point en if,
& suit that was indeed wet, but yet met & wet suit of a very practical kind,
In erder that the world at large ceuld be faced once mere without loss ef
dignity, there was mo altermative but te replace the garment as mermslly werm.

Luckily, the herseless carriage in which I was to ride back te
‘Cambridge was fitted with the latest type of device for utilising waste engine
heat and converting it fer the purpese ef warming the interier air, and se
the fibres of the garment eventually returned te their mermal humidity, but,
I fear, mot precisely teo their eriginal shape,

In late middle age, in fact quite recently, I was invited by a
young native ef Wales bearing ithe honest name of Smith, te descend with him,
at a place many miles up the vale which leads from Swansea towards the desclats
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interier of Brecknmeckshire, inte the fearful utiermesi darkness ef the earth.
We met at this place upen a suany merm, bul eschewed the life giving rays and
passed through a great irem doer set im the hillside, te subterrarean chambers
beneath, where twinkling incandescant lamps, euamiagly eemealed9 backoened

us en, Passiag beyond the cavers viewsd by the pav‘;c end threugh the gatle
ef an crnamental balustrade, we descended & [light ¢f glone sﬁalrs te the
inky blackress ef a large pecol or lske, ‘

Te my herror, this calleus Smith melionsd me and my compamisw, one
Clarke (tall strong and intrepid), te remove &ll our reiment save & kind of
truncated woollen bathing dress wore next the skin, axd te place eur best
gerge within a volumirous celleophsne bag, This deme and bools laced tight,
he rzised his countenance, which was crewned by a kind of miner's headgear
and balloenista®! geggles, and at once ordered uz to cast the cellophane bag
and eur owr bedies zilently upen the waters, I will met paia my gentle
readers by dwelling unduly upen the celd black herrer ef the next few minutes,
for this experience was like none other, such that I feared I weuld never
agaim see the light ef day., Stealthily wWe crossed mel orme lake, but three
or four with & cataract between and emerged at last frem the water teo a dry
but chill place beyead. Alas! When we came Lo put or agaim our blue serge
we realised that disaster had overtaken us, fer is that iranrsparesi sac
lurked an unseesn orifice, Being al the botiem of the bag my clething had
beceme saturated and thus for the second time in my 1ife, I was unwittingly
the cwner of 2 wet suit,

Strange te relate, scon after returnimg e the blessed zum and
sweet airs, I became possessed of an overwhelming degire {o return czce more
te the bewels ef the earth, I found that I visited these caveras again and
again, but was sorely in need ¢f some pretectieom against the harsh environ-
ment, Thersfore 1 cenceived = plan for a garment suitable fer this dark
and damp activity, Soem I found that others befcre me had pendered this
preblem, especially Mr. Littls, the well kmewn explever amd philanthrepist.
I therefore made haste te consult the works of reference prepared by he and
Master Laurie,

While some claim to have manufactured such suits frem diverse
materisls such as patent leather or even American eilcleth seftened by re-
peated applicationz eof camel dumg, there iz in the epinien of the expsris,
nothing te beat good chsmeis Lined with thick horsehair and smeared with
partially burned tallew: wire rsinforcsment may be added by choice, rather
in the manner ef the beiter made corsets ussd by gentlefeik, An inflated
foamlike affect casm be imparted te the suit by spreading a liberal quantity
of carbide of calcium between each of the szparate layers, and allewing the
suit te becoms damp evernight im a warm darkroem er cellar,

Having precursd the materisl the mest delicate eperatiom is the

very first, namely, the measurement, Self-measuremsnt is & snare and a

delusien, a false idea pubt about by scoundrels for their owa advamtage.

For the measurement, since ones must reveal omasself im the entirety, a warm

room is essential, as well as help from on='s wife, but culy if she be ef

s practical turs of mimds feor seductiom plays ne part in the making of the
- suit. If such & thing should eccur, then the compleiion of the suit will

be leng delayed, If the wife be mot prastical or the explerer unmarried,

then one or twe male relatives must be summoned at once for the task., Before

the eperatiems commence any children im the house should be semt te the

nursery, the door of which must be securely Tasteamed,

(8)



When work begins a whole netwerk eof limes must be drawn all ever
the bedy im the way that the cartegrapher's imsgimary lines of latitude and
lemgitude envelep the glebe, but these lines must be inscribed exactly te
the directions givem by L.S. Galpin esquire, The lines may be marked en
the skin by chalk er by drawing a sharp peimt gently over the surfaces
better still, you may utilise Indiam ink and a pem with a new nib (met the
patent fountain type). All the figures of measurement must be writter in a
noteboock suitable for the purpese, and the infermatiem them comverted to the
form ef am imtricate pattern, ome piece for each pertiem ef the suit, The
pattern is best made from stiff browm paper, Failing this, some old pagew
from the "Illustrated Londem News" will perform admirably, Mest persons,
not being desirous of remaining for am indefinite peried with am appearance
like Mercator's Projection, attempt te remove the lines thus imscribed upen
themselves: this may be speedily effected by the use of cearse emery paper,
pumice powder or carberundum. Durimg abrasiem the skin goes through three
stages, which are: :

(1) a slight graze

(ii) a darker rougher surface

(iii) smell holes appeering im this surface with bubbles ef

Tiquid seeping threugh,
I have carried the precess only as far as stage two, as this was deemed
sufficient for the purpese im hand,

Cuttimg out the patterm itself proved easy and each piece was then
pinned te the correspemding piece of suiting material. Cuttinmg through the -
material and aroumd the patiern pieces proved more difficulty; I had te resert
to & pair ef sharp goed qualiity gardem shears. I alse found it impertant
to held them correctly, with one handle grasped im the berd of the knee and
the other clamped firmly betweenm the jaws, For left handed persens I would
strengly recemmend that they %ry a lawnmower (the grassbex need net be
attached),

Te join the cut pieces the preprietary glues serve well eneugh but
I preferred te manufacture my own by the fellowing recipe: "To embark upen
the task take a handful of honey and half & cubic yard of gum arabic., Mix
together with a peck of sardines and three bushels ef chlerate of petash,
Dissolve all these im seven gills ef scarcely boiling water amd stir vigeur-
ously for ome and a half hours, taking care to use for this purpese a branch
freshly cut frem a youmg cascara tree, Allew te cool slowly and in tws eor three
days you may drimk it aparingly or use as an adhegive,"

The assembly of the garment should give very little trouble if the
genuine instructions are followed exectly. Minewas finished withir the shert
space of twe hundred and fifty three hours of happy labour, but my speuse
must have mpade a slight errer whilst engaged ir the measuring. When after
& vielent struggle I had put or the jacket, it proved very effective as a
tourriquet for both my arms; while im the trouser there was space enough for
boeth of us. This caused not a little embarrassmesnt and a whole week to be
devoted to making elterations, When at last all was well and ready with the
suit, I laid myself down im a bath of cold water to test its efficacy, My
children were herrified, "Dearest Papa, ™ they cried, "do you net know that .
it is exiremely vulgar te take a bath with your boots om?" and again, ®Oh,
darling Daddy, you are se black!" But I was mot daunted, for success was

nine at last,
I have worn my suit for three years now and only this very week my
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dear wife veniured the epimiom that it was high time I remeved it; but I fear
1 cannet for I have become very attached to the ingemiocus fastening invented
by the late Mr. Zipps, Furthermere iz the se~called difficult areas, under
the armg etcelera, the hairs are beginaning to grew threugh as they de with
sticking plaster, Please render me a service by sending fer Dr. Aslett,

Dr, Findlay or preferably Dr. Dilly because mot only is he a medical man but
he may be acquainted with some perscn {as yei imknown to me) who would be
willing te pay many guineas for a beardsd cavimg suit., This besides, once

I become partsd frem my suit, I may need surgery to place leather patches upon
my bare kness amd elbows. FPlease help, Geme spesdily and please make hastie
%o help, HELP. HEip, nelp, hel , he.cou.oo

{the signature is illegible .., Editer.,)
JoDeho 208,66,

DOG RESCUES

AT 5,45 p.m. on September 22nd, I received a callout through Colin
Graham at the Grithig, from the Abertillery Police te go te the rescue of &
dog dewn a fissure on Forestry Commissier land on & mountaia between Aper—
tillery and Csmtillery,

Telling Colin to collect some more tackle from Hole I then proceeded
with my own squipment to Abertillery Pelice Statien, &ccompanied by Ella. A
denss fog prevailed, and I cpened two new sections of the Heads of the Valleys
Read, getting there at 6,30 p.m, A sergeant sccompanied me to the farm of
the dog~owaer., The warden for that area had just left. Another pelice
officer and the farmer's daughber wemit ‘o get him from & nesarby farm, It
wag getling dusk when a man came rushing up te &sk if I was the man whe had
come te rescue his dog, se I prssumed that he was the farmer, The conversa-
tlon for the mext few minutes was rather confusing, but it eventually trans—
pired that this man had taken his deg up, off the lead; te see the site of
the firsi accident, and his dog had also gone downl! How b—————e——— gilly
cam some people be, Anyway I teld him to go teo the site and wait thers,
and leave his friends te guide me when the pslice and the farmer had returned,
which was soon.

We precesded to the scene of ithe [irst accident at 7.30 poms up 2
mountain road that was worse ithan the ome Lo Tunnel Tep with weather and
iisht conditieoms failing fast. About & mile from the farm I came to the
scens of ths second accident;, amd 1 gave the cwners the cheice, se¢ the second

dog had prsference.

It was 20 feel dewn in 2 14 inch wide fissure, uninjured, able to
waik to and fre, which was a help, &s I was able with relative sase te dig
out the mouth, te widen it, from & inches as it was, and to remove all the
loesze boulders dowa to tha first ledge, I laddered the pitch, and as the
owner was small, light, willing and better al handiing his own dog, I life=
lined him dowm., I preferred this te his lifelining me down! It was over

- in a few minubes, the dog climbing faantastically half-way up to help with
the eperations, We received no thanks = perhaps it was too easyl

Celin had just arrived te help de-ladder the pifch and with leczal
help we moved on fool te the 'first! site, which was a far more formideble
prepesitien, We had to cross obliquely a virgim foresit, though we did net
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gee any about, It had been desp=ploughsd for tree=planting and there were
open and hidden cravasses, About 200 yards away we came toe the handkerchief
on the tree marking the site, Thers was nel & scund from the dog, and it
could not be seen even when the fpilet! lamp was lowersd, A Nife lamp
preves very useful for this., The fissure was sbout 15 inches wide at ithe .
top and about 30 feet dews whers it curved away under us it was 8 inches

wide, we could met ses belew this.

We cleaned up the tep, put twe large beams acress, which I had
taken, and laddered the pifch with 5C feel of ladder, though the lamp had
gone down te 80 feet! The dog had been down since 9,45 a.m. that day, and
it was met umtil I lewersd Celis dows that we heard the first soumd from i,
83 being a sheep~deg it maturally had beem taught to lie dogge, It wagged
its tail furiously - we could hear this hitting the crevasse walls, and it
gave ene hefty bark, Celin get dowm te 25 feet and it was tight, he had te
ferge the use of his helmet, and the laddsr was enly of partial use., Te
us the deg's sounds seemed te be bDetwsen Colim and us, We then put down 2
lecal 'potholer! of abeut 16 ysars, Barry Stevens, who got down anmcther 6
feet or se, but with me luck, Then we tried Red and a friend who came
frem H,Q. and despite a gallewt attempt, they were just as unlucky. A brether
of Barry, s young miner, with a moter=bike thet sounded mere like a tractien
engine, them went back dowm the mountain te get himself kitted out at N.C.B.
experse, He gol down te just over 3% feet, but still the deg could net be
seen, It was really dangerous, and frustrating te thess going down., It
was mew midnight, and I explained to the farmer that we would have te give »
up for the might, and await the arrival ef two lecal cavers whe the Pelice
said would be returning om Friday. We called at the police station, and asked
that these twe be semt writlen messages te be thers by 9.30 a.m. on Friday,
when I was returming, I arranged for the pelice Lo cancel a cenference I
was due to attend the ‘next? day, i.e. Friday,

On Friday, 1 returned and waited at the stalion and them at the
farm and them back agaim tc the station, but ne luck, After the polics
made varieus calls te lecal f actories, we were umsuccessful im getiing the
persons we needed;, so I sz2id I would require Bruce Foster, whe I understocod
was mew working with the N.C.B. im S, Wales, A callout went eut via the
Press alse, and I get ir contact with Eileen at Bridgend. I foumd out he
would be ceming te H.Q. thai evening, se I teld the Police this and said I
would retura with him as socen as pomsibls. I weat back to the farm at 1,00
P.lsy; had lunch and went back up to the site at 2,00 p.m. and stayed thers
until 6,30 p.m. trying te pinpeint ithe dog with a peund of steak em thinm
twine, I foumd the depth was 7O feet, and I "raised’ & few black snd white
dog's hairs, but I could met raisze a bark; nol even snothsr deg (on a lead)

~which had been teased te bark, could raise ome from the deg below, Thas
farmer and I agreed to waii until Bruce came, so I returned home fer a rest,
and rang Celim to ask that I be netified zs soen as Bruce arrived,

I went to feich him and take him, with his brother and s friead,
after he had had a meal, te the site, I was row finding my way automatically.
We called at the pelice station at 1.45 a.m, and woke up the farmer and his
shepherd, and preceeded te the site fer the final enslaught., Poriunately,
it had stepped raining, We let Brucs down, he got down teo 48 feet at least,
We could hear the deg breathing deeply ie the same spet, but it was basie
breathing, I did net give much chance fer it mow, Bruecs could net sse i%
even though it was 18 to 20 feei baslow., It was time te stop any further
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attempt, and it toek three strong mem to haul Bruce eut. He had deme well,

I told the farmer the pesitiem, and he agreed that we had dore ocur utmest,

We both agreed that ne-ome else shouid make the attempt and we packed wup,

remeving all our tackls, returning somewhat dejectedly, but at the same time

satisfied we had dome all that could be expacted ef us, The farmer ceuld

. not thesk us enough, even though he had lest his deg, We drepped him at
his home at 4,30 a.m. ard wemt to the police statien, I teld them what we
had dene or perhaps rather what we could not do, that undar ne circumstances
was anyone else Lo try, thet the R.S.P.C.A. Officer be informed, and I sug-
gested that & heavy gas be used te put the animal o slsep humanaly, as it
wag me use usismg poisom bait, 1 felt I was entitled te give this advics,

We arrived home at 5,30 a.m. ready to sleep, and yei ready tc get

up to H,Qo next merning, er was ii the same morning? omly lighter, for Bruce

te present himself fer a B.B.C. film,

The Pelice there and the lecals were guite impressed by our organi-
satior and persistence im our endeavours, and they could not thank uvs enough.
We have all been thanked indivwidually by the Menmouthwhire Deputy Chief Con~
stable, and I have been thamked by the leccel R.S.P.C.d. Officer, Mrs. Lloyd,
whe asked fer her thanks to be passed on to Bruce, whom she had already met
at a recent attempled deg=rescue in the same area,

The dog was put %o sleep sventually, but ths danger of thess
Lerribie crevasses om our mining mountains still persists, with neither tha
K.CoBs mor the Forestry Commissiem accepbing respomsibility, It nmay be a
“ child next time. I kmow a padre whe is anxious to jeim the club scong
welll be nesding him thers, and perhaps elsewhere,

Frank Baguley. 3.10.66,

A BACKYARD BALTNKA

Semetimes, late ait night, or in the small insigmnificant hours of the
morning, at least twe pecple have wourd their way winchless te the heady
vasiness of Ogef Haffeg, Peopls have besn put off, teld ef other digs with
confusing initials = D.Yo0o = 0F.Do = WoWoFo3 a 20 mile walk was erganised
te kill eff activiiy ~ you kmow the rurners - T, Lieyd out of Luck by Senni,
Do Webley out of Bed by Prodding, and Edward by Dam. But it haen't worked,
peeple have continued e pester and se, reluctantly we have decided to threw
the place epen, The fact that visits have only been made twice a year (that
was ‘the peak year) shows the calibre of the dig, the standard and erganisa-
tien required, We gave up taking ladders., With this preamble we becone
moTe serious,

We both felt when we started that the effort was werth while since
Tew swallowheles had beern dug and even though it might lead nowhere and lose
% let ef friemds, it might provide imfermation about swallew hole svolutien,
The hele was chosen because it had been observed that there was selid rock on
its western side and in winter much water ran imte it, The Leg is entered
iz Powell Strest, it only needs here tc summarise cur findings.

The cave lies Z00 yeards north of the Tunnel Cave entrance shaft,
AL the boltom of a swallet is a small chamber which is entered bty siraddling
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its water-fretted sides. On its floor, a near vertical tube descends to a

narrew rift and afier traversing te the left through an awkward vertical

passage, one emerges at the top of a smooth-walled chimney, Chimneying :
down this one lands on a steep boulder slope which descends, on the left, to
a terminal chamber and, on the right, to a crawl inte another chamber with a
boulder {leer and some formations., The entrance of the latier is now partly
blecked with boulders frem the floor where we dig and its reof is unsafs,

Teo date, the cave is about 130 feet deep, The left hand terminal chamber
has been dug eut to a depth of 6=7 feat and the disposal of the excavated
boulders is the main difficulty as the rock slepe emcroaches on to the cramped
digging space, and, indeed, it is possible {one of us is sure), that the way
on lies under this ruckle, At the present it is impossible te brimg
boulders te the surface since they cannet be passed with ease through the
Tift traverse; only with sufficiernt labour could material be hoiked frem
the floor and chainganged above te fill the rift, Another difficulty (why
make more?) is the filling up of the dig with mud carried down from the
surface - a foet or so must be dug out each time before sericus digging
begins, All the walls are solid and are fretted with dowaward solutiem and
at our last visit (last Jume) four of us commented on a cold upward draught
coming from the right hand terminus; even allowing for the warm bodies in

a cold clesed tube causing convectieon currents.

We hepe this dig will be centinued because we feel that it is
worthwhile and rewarding evenm if no cave is feund., The place has plenty
ef interesting theoretical problems teo sort out, (1) The shaft may result
frem simple percelation and sclution down joint planes - but would this *
result im right-angled changes of direction as each joint meeis a bedding
plane? (2) Will the shaft continue to the water table? (3) Run out of
limestone? (4) How was it formed if not entirely by solutiom?

It is the eopinien of one of us that the cave was originally formed
by a wedge of ice opening & joimt, its enlargement being due to simple per«
colations, The extent that ice has played a part im cave formatiem has not
been appreciated, perhaps, and this might be the place (where else) where
other examples ef 'ice' phenemena in Socuth Wales might be cited. At Pant
Mawr for instance, the present entrance is a cellapsed roof due to the weight
of ice on the surface of the limestone — one feels thal other examples exist
ef chambers near the surface that have been enlarged by permafreosi activity
during ene ef the ice ages = the bone chamber im Tooth Cave near the surface
has been enlarged by such means., Bui Pant Mawr agaim shows another featurs
=~ the sharp breaks im the columns there suggest the grip of a river ef ice
which 'flewed! through it. This means that this cave has recsived itwe

laciations and therefore it is far older than the other caves in the area

0.F.C.) by the mature of the fact that these columns were in existence a
long time before the Panultimate Glaciatiom -~ its height above sea level would
suppert this - the cave is elder tham O0.F.D. etc., Geolegists, please commeni.

If Ogef Haffes was 1,300 miles away, the shaft would have been
bottomed with rockerushers and muscles, and yet it haseit = even though ths
caves are basically similar., DBoth are faults, big and small, both have besn
enlarged by water, One has beem explored; thereis a lesson here, somewhereg
perhaps im Ogef Haffes,

E. Aslett.
D, Webley, -
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CLUB _NEWS
. Address Changes and Corrections te the List of Members published im Newsletier
Number 54,
. Peter Foreman, 2, Fowberry Crescent, Newcastle~Upeon~Tyne 4.

Mr, & Mrs, W.D.G. Toye, 64 Leatherhead Rd., Ashtead, Surrey.

Bryn Thomas, "Garthfield®, Mumbery Hill, Wargrave, Reading, Berks,

S,0.C. Philips, "The Newlands®, Highley, Bridgeworth, Salep.

John Hartwell, 71 Heel Isaf, Radyr, Cardiff, _

Mr, & Mrs, G, Baglim, Flat 9, Ullesthorpe House, Ullestherpe, Nr. Lut't,grworths.
Leics,

D.H, Lloyd, "Hills Brow", Brymmenyn, Nr. Bridgend, Glam.

P, O'Reilly, "Griffeowe", Copley, Bishepsten,” Swansea.

Mr. & Mrs, R. Reberts, 30 Heel Y Ferlan, Whitchurch, Cardiff,

R, Willism Dr,, 17 Wilsem Court, Merthyr Tydfil.

Mrs, A.M. Williams, c/e Dept. Micrebielegy, Umiversity Cellege, Cardiff,

Dod. Hitchings, 105 Dunvelt Road, Killay, Swansea,

Gwyn Saunders, 40 Twya~y-Bedw Reoad, Clydach, Swansea,

Mrs. Laura Jefferies, 29 Angel Mead, Woolhamptem, Berks,

David Dilly, '7/2 Sherwood Road, Lutem, Beds,

We welcome the fellewing new members te the clubi=

Idrie J. Williams, 13 Caemawr Read, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.

Michasl J. Germat, 23 Corperatiom Road, Grangetown, Cardiff,
Aptheny Day, 132 Banwoed Road, Gloucester,

Miss Mirelle G, Bonnefey, 2 Maesfron, Abercrave, Swansea Valley.
Robert Pyke, 88 Redland Road, Bristol 6,

Susan Bradshaw, 119 Mayals Read, The Mayals, Swansea,

T, Charles Bryant, "Glyn Ceed", Victoria Reoad, Hengoed, Glam.

B e

Cerregpendence Received

The Birmingham Medal Society has imvited our help in cempiling a
record of medals and awards presented to cavers in the course activities,
We ask;, therefore, that any member possessing relevant informatiom should
contact Mr. Michael F. Minton at 50 All Saints Road, Kings Heath, Birmingham 14.

Club Eguipment

I expect that many of you or perhaps most of you ars fed up with
lzma'ring me talking about equipment ~~ bringing it back, cleaning it, notify=
iug me of damaged tackle etc, ete., ad infinitum, If I have net emphasised
this in my reports at the A.G.M., them I have failed to get over the message,

* save te ome or twe whe positively reseat these sorts of references and
c?;?,tinue te treat equipment and the Equipment Officer with complete disregard,
This; unfortunately, has a reflex actiem em the more sincere cavers, whe :

y tre@t the equipment with care, and when they do need it, fiad it ie net
available due to the lack ef care by others, It is thea only nmatural te
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blame the Equipment Officer, for these apparemt shortages without knowimg

the circumstances, .
Onrly recently, a 'full! member used an expensive surveying tape
for tewing a dimghy through the 'Green Canal' - the result? It samk without X

trace er even a mentiom im the despatches or the log bock, I must put in &
word in his favour here; he is very busy indeed in the pursuit ef his caving
interests. Bul when some other conscientieus club members wanted o do a
survey secom afterwards, there was ne tape = only an empty case, I shall
reserve the right te refuse te¢ issue special equipment im future te members
whe, it is considered, canmet take care of it, and im this category, the
Committee have given me the authority te decide what is comsidered special
equipment, and this cam include ladder, We have 'lest! eight lemgths of
ladder, i.e, one a month since Christmas, at 2 cost of £30 fer us to nake,
which will new be much greater te replace, quite apart frem the work, effert
and time invelved, I have put up metices im the tackle roem and on the
metice beard to the effect that ne lightweight ladder must be left in caves,
1 see already that someone has defiled the notice, - such is the mentality
of some, We have new not emough ladder te ge down Pwll Dwfm, Im future

I may or evem will have to ratiom the issue of ladder; +this may result im
az imprevemenit of the appreciatiom of the value of the equipment, and the
conssquent shertage,

We have lost through negleci, apprepriatien, but net fair wear and
tear, in the past twe years, nearly £70 ef equipment, We cannet afferd te
keep losing squipment like this, We have lost 6 lump hammers in this time,
and neo-eme has taken the trouble te boek them eul, or metify that he has
retained them. Bub ethers have to ge witheut as a result, when they wish
to proceed with a caving preject., Ii's not fair em the Club or the majerity :
of censcientious members, At the same time, though the Club may be regis-
tered as a Friendly Seciety, that does not make it a charitable institution.

In order to be fair teo anyone whe has now feound that he has by
some means or anobher feund that he has an item of Club equipment in his
kit, and te those who have officially berrowed equipment on a leng term
basis, I would like to take this eppertunity to ask you all teo return all
equipment te the stores within a week of the receipt of this newsletter, so
that a grand tally may be made, Ne equipment will be issued that weekend
until the tally has been completed, I realise this is an indefirnite date
in one respect;, but it is the best time I cam give under the circumstances.
I sincerely hope there will be a goed and cemplete rmsponmse,

If an item should get broken, please bring it to my notice, Some
members do thie, and I appreciate it very much; even though it means work
for me, at least I can get the item repaired in my owm time and oftem without
cost te the Club, and returned inte service quickly, (Amend the word 'quickly?
in the last sentence; when ladder is invelved, it takes at least 3 hours te

repair cne damaged rung!)

Please use the workshops, but keep them tidy. Those whe have not
got tools or have never owned or worked in a workshep &are the usual culprits.
1 cannet do the whole jeb myselfy, I must depend upon your help and co-gperation, ‘
Se please do your best to see that my appeal is successful. Ii's am invidicus
Jeb at the best of times, Ne reasonabie offer will be refused for tseking it
on 2y itine,

Frank Baguley.

P.S. The surveying tape has now been replaced by the member,
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SOUTH WALES CAVING GLUB. _ DAN YR OGOF AGCESS RULES. SEPT, 10th, 1966,

' 1. All parties shall be accempanied by a leader appointed by the SWCC and
. shall possess a permit card signed by a Committee Member,
* 2, The Leader is respensible for his party at all times and must check that

the party is suitably equipped for the trip contemplated, Normal caving
clothes mey be worn up - te the 'Greem Canal!, Wet suits MUST be worm beyend
the start of the !Greem Canal?!, If in his epiniem this is not the case, he
is required te refuse te lead it.

3., The book is te be signed at the Manager's Office, on entering amd leaving,
showing the party, desiinatiem and purpese, if relevant,

4o The destinatiem beard at the H.Q. should be used,

5, The primary means ef lighting shall be electrical, ard the secondary

means, to be used enly in am emergency, nay be carbide, Any persen using as
acetylene lamp shall carry a suitable container te bring eut the spent carbide.
The Leader shall see this is dome, The Manager shall have the right te check
en lighting equipment, and the biolegists shall have the right te cemplain

of spent carbide depesits.
6, The party shall be limited te a maximum ef six, excluding the lLeader;, but

for all parties containing novices, this should be raduced to at leasti one
conpetent person per novice, NO NOVICE WILL BE PERMITTED BEYCND THE LONG

. CRAWL,
: 7. The Lesder shall be familiar with the route over the lakes and he mist be
” satisfied that the party cam all swim, or are protected from the danger ef

drewning at all times,
8, Thers is to be ne loitering im the shew cave or in the areas outside epen
to the public, The changing hut is to be useds

9, Parties are to be in the cave before 10,00 a,m, (11,00 a.m, Sundays) and
are to be out by the normal clesing time, unless gpecial permission is given
by the Manager. During the 'clesed season!, these times may be varied,
previded prier application has beea made to the Manager, whe shall have the
right te grant er refuse entry.

10, No work is to be done which may endanger other cavers. Any digs started
are Lo be left in a safe conditien, Parties wishing te use explesives in
the cave must have a permit card signed by the Manager and fwo Committes
Members, The purpose and location of the work is to be stated, Ne sxple-
gives are to be used in the cave, this side of the 'Long Crawl?; unless
personal written applicatien has been made to Dr., Price, giving the lecatien
and purpese, supperted by twe Commitiee Members, NC PERMISSION will be
given for lewering the level of the lakes,

11, Leaders are expected to see that ne damage is caused in the cave. Any
accident or damage is te be reported te the Manager,

12, Amy apparatus seem im the cave is not te be tampered with; nor are any
of the tapes (which mark special sites) to be crossed,

13. Membe?s mast respect any directions er instructions issued by the Cave
st§ff and iwn particular te see that parking does net interfere with ceaches
using the car parks,
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14, The Cave Management cam refuse access ify; im their epinien, the lakes
are tee high or the weather uncertais,

15 The pesitien eof 'Leadert mgy be withdrawn at asy time by the ewners of
the cave or the Committee, without reasons being disclosed, -

Hon, Secretary,
South Wales Caving Club, i

Rules presented to, amended by, and agreed ie in a meeting betweem an S.W.C.C.
sub-commitiee and the Mansgement, en Saturday, September 10th 1966,
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