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Ax the Annusl General Meeting held at the Gwyn Arms on Haster
Sunday 1964, the following officers and commltiee were electedi-

Presnident, F,d.Horthy O, Bch 1De80, 3 FeGa Sy sFe S, A,
Vice«Pregsidents, T.A.Glennie. CeleEs 2D S5:04
e AQHOHillU
Bhairman, Dr.BE. Aslett,
Hon‘ Secret aryes W.H.Little.
Hon, Treasurer, G+¢0.Thomas,
Hon, Edilitor &
Records Officer, D.W,Jenkins,
Teckle Manager, PoaI.W.Harveye.
Cave Rescue Organiser, C.E,Hill,
Cottage Warden, D.G.Hunt,
Committee Members, Mrs,P.,E.Millward, J.Barrows, W.Ashford Price.
Honary Members, JeL.Morgan, Ta.Ashwell Morgen, C.Powell, lrs,G,Price,
Mr.and lrs, Jd.Barrows, Dr,A.Jd.R.Hudson.

Secretery's Report. 1953/1954,

Not since 1946 has the club had such a successful year as the
one just ending, not only bccause of the major discoveries, but
also because we havo suceecded in attracting many new young meubersg
necessary to replace those older people who have gradually lost
interest in ceving in the 1ast ycar or two.

Membership now stands at over cighty paid-up members, the
highest in the club's history, and by thc numbcr of applications
awaiting spproval, the upward trend will continuce.

by for the moet intcresting discovery has been Tunnel Cave
vhich was the result of several wcckends work by differcnt people,
Exploration is by no means coumplete, and we find that aftor olimbing
about 130 feet in Cascade Aven, ve now have to carry in scaling
tackle which will prove a difficult task.

We heveo to thenk that fcoarless pair Aslctt and Clarke for |
bresking through the Boulder Choke in Pant Mawr Rotholc and finding
what mey prove to be Britains most spacious passagce. It is disappoint=
ing that such a finc cave cnds in such a wmiscrable suwp. Mewbcrs

of tha Cave LUiving Group have indicated their intentions of peying
it a visit. Thosc who have bcen to Pant Mawr sincc the new coxtension
was discovercd wre awarc of the condition of the Bouldcr Choke,and

T ask 211 of you to teske the greatcst carc whoen ncegotiating this
part of the cave.

The 1link-up bewwecn Pant Canol and Ogof Ffynnon Ddu last
August showed us how near the first emplorcrs of Pant Canol must
have beon to their real goal. Other discoverics of notc include
the asccnt of Bat Aven and the dig in Coronation Chamber,

Al1l these now discoverices have induccd scveral clubs to visit
us, and since the New Year no fewcr than five partics havc spent
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end Pgyments Account 1953/54,

Tales i Leceipts
South Wales Caving Club. . D = @“ £ s 1
" it — in advance. 46 5 O By circmlars 52,53 4 0 6
o vmwwmmwwmmpoﬁm 10/ 110 0}  circulars 53 54 12 7 6
Annual Dinner 26 O 0!  Dupliceting machine 4 13 6
Oﬁoam@ for milk 10 61 Club Notcpapcr 5 3 6
Cottage Fees pm 10 6 Rope Hmﬂmow. & . 10 0
Cottage Fees 52, o .‘% m momowm.wwmm Sub. m m m
- avings £ e e lre OUD, : )
Intorost Trustees Sovings, C122 13 2 Annusl Dinner 28 13 6
D, Hnt milk, 10 6
! Mrs.Hibbert, 22 0
| Cottage Dxpenses. R
Elcectric Light 2 17 8
Coal 8 13 4
Gas 3 12 0
Parrafin 2 10 ©
Sundrics 2 0 6
C.R.0O, 70
Hon,Records Officer 1 8 4
Hon, Treasurcr. 1 3 9)
Flowcrs, D.Price, 2 2] 0
89 18 2
To belance at Easter 1953, £ 8 d{ To balci.io Easter 1954, £ s a
Treasurcrs Float & 0 0] Treasurers Float 2 3 0
Sccrotarjes Flaat 5 O O Secretaries Float 5 0 0
Records Float 1 10 O} Records Float 1 10 o
Trustees Savings Bank 51 10 0 Truatees Szvings Bank 53 1 6
Currcnt Account 1 10 8] Currcent Account 41 11 2
76 10 8 109 5 8
Total £199— 3— 10 | Total £199-3-10,
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subscription of 15/= per ennum, One copy only of cach newsletter
will be issued in these cmBes,

SUBSCRIFTIONS.

Mewbers are reminded of Rule 6 in view of the fact that subscriptions

for the year 1954/55 are now due. Rule 6 states:- -
Any mewber who is more than four wmontis in arrears in payment of

subscription, shall be deemed to have eceased meubership, and shsll

" not be cligible for re-election until payment of arrears has been

‘made,
Subscriptions should be sent as soon as possible to:-

G.0.Thomas, 5,Fsrmville Road, Splott, Cardiff.

Newsletters,Circulars and '"Our Caves'l,

Meubers arc informed that there are no old copies of circulars
and "Qur Caves' available., Therc are still some spare copies of
Newslctters Nos,4;6;and 7, avallable,

Changc of address.

The following changes of address are noteds—

1. J.Charles. 12,Groenway,Grest Sagghal,Cheshire,
C.B.Hill, Penlee, Heol Cacrhwys, Rhwbina, Cardiff,

Headguarters,

Now -occupying one- wall of the "dining room" is the large scale
plan of Ogof Ffynnon Dgu(final edition), Will mewmbers pleasc assist
in keeping this clcan, The shelf gbove is for records only. The
hut warden has been prescented with the "specialist" and a new plceca
of epparatus has now becn installed in thc outhouse,

Whitsun,

During the Whitsun mcet trips will be made td suit the partles
and the weather to Ogof Ffynnon Ddu,Pant Mawrs Tunnel Cove and
Dan-yr-Ogof beyond the lekes, Finél arrangeumcnts will depend on
the supnort of mewbers and gucests,

Leaders for Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.

Lcaders are necded for the following datesé- .
Whitsun--Craven Pothole Club.
July3rd, Bradford Fothole Club.
September 3rd. Birmingham Cave and Crag Club,
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Publication, )

Cave Resecarch Group publication No,6. is af special interest
to all cavers who visit South Wales. It 1s called “The Ogof Ffynnon
Ddu System" and in it the author deals with the discovery and
oxploration of the cave, C.L.Rallton themn goes on to give an account
of his survey of the cave and to put forward a theory of the
development of the system. Included in the publicstion is a copy of
the survey both plen and section. o

This excellent publ;cetion can be obtained from, The Cave
Research Group of Great Britain., 34,Alexandre Rd,, Lecamington Spa,
Warcs., The pricc is 6/6d post frec,

Cave Rescarch Group of Great Britain,
Southern General Mecting, Axbridge, Junc 12th, 1954,
The mecting will be held in the Town Hall, Axbrpidge, at 5.0.peM,
The programmce wWill be ass followsé-
Profossor B.K.Tratman,M.B.EBes Vertical Development in some Irish Caves,
J.HeD.Hooper, B.Sc. A report on recent work on Bats in South Devon,
B.Huamphrcys "Ochre Cavern'- a colour film,
The mecting will end about 7.50.p.m., Details of accomodation can
be obtsined from the Hon,Sec, S.W.C.C.
In conjunction vith the above mecting the following caving trips
ave been arranged for the 13th.June, Detalls will be announced at '
the mceting.
GoeBaCave, (U.BuS.S.) — open day. Party to mcet at 11.0.2.m. at caves
St.Cuthbert!s Swallet(BeEeCe) Maximum off 10(prefercnce given to
Non-Memdip cavers), R.V,9.30, a.m. at the Bclfry(chenging facilities
available). This trip will last 8-9- hours,and involves pitches of
25,29,40,15 and 15 feet., The cave will be ilnaccessible 1f wet,
Photographicrs tmust not use flash powder.
Other caves accprding to demand,
Northern General Mecting, Masonic Hall, Settle,Yorks,July,1lOth.
The progremne will consist of the following papersi—
Dr,iorjorie Sweeting.M.A, The Karst District of Yugoslavia.
Jack Mycrs,B.Sc, Cavern Formetion in the Northern Pennines,
Further details later, Accomodestion can be booked at the
Golden Lion Hotel,Scttlee A caving trip will be arranged by the
Northern Pennine Club on Sunday,July,llthe
Fluoresceine. Through the good offices of the C.,R.G. supplies of
fluorcsceine are now available in 12o0z. blocks(3/- post paid) for
water testing subject to the permission of the authorities concerned
with the ater which may be affected by it, Details of all results
positive or negative must be sent to thc Hon.Sec.. Specilally approved
schemcs involving large amounts may be granted with a free issue,
 Bpplication for supplies or further details may be had from the
Hon,Sec, S.W.C.C.(except CoR,G.members),

Forthecoming Events, ,
A camping meet will take place in the Neath Valley in June.
. Will 211 interested members contact the Hon Sec for dates and other

det ai;LS.
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_ Dai Hunt is leading
Twrch during tl last Hw
accomodation, Several
entry into this remarkeble rodurg
to the lack of cocnconty utc. cifort
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two weoks digging trip to Ffrydisu .
: £ Raly. ”hewe will be barm
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JecR ?ri¢ﬂ“e go far is probably due
n the right spot. For further

Tunnel Cave,
The entrence to thio save in now fitvcd with a gate and is
locked, Thig i gNex: » the soke of preservetion., Use of
the key which i @ headouarters notice board is frec
to all meuberg 7 ™ f ¢ciube, Please rotuarn it to its
place end don't get Iockad in,

New Msrmbors.

We weicome the Lol O NeVW nermsens (0 the clubi-
T.X.Ball. "Brondori',Pc St. yIpansamlet, Svansce.
Je A.Cole~-Morgnn, 45,5 QEeent . SWansca.
D.Kenp. 34&,8caradaln ;London, W, S,
MlSS.A.OP}GML 2Tt wrvOkside. Ponthir.Cacsrlson,lon,
S.C.L.Phillips, Coolgreany, Malpas; Novrnorh, Mon,

The Discovery and Hxploration of Tuanel Lave,

AT A

Tunncl Cave haosg bagn known for many vears as one of the smallest
of our caves anc it was scldpmn vi ulhbw@ Ag the entrance is a dam
meking cntry vother awkwa The cntra pessage 18 circmlar in

section, about fou 058, and W*HCD czbout for some 150ft,.
In very wet weather e is liable %o be scaled off by wayer as
the dam is higher oof, Al the end is a small chaubber and

boulder choke t POH?

; ¥
ch & oirong dreught passcs in or out
according to the cutside temmara

¢ uU."Ct;

It was on a warm day last August that notice was taken of the
draught and =n attempt was made to rowmeve some of the boulders but
we were Griven out by thé smwke from the cxznlosion., Owing to the
discoveries at Pant Mawx the cove was neglected until November, As.
the days grew mich shortor;Tunnel Cseve heing umch nearer than Pant
Mawr ceme in {for further atitontion, Zeveral weckends were spent in
cleering a passage through thﬁ bLoullers sthzs debrilis becing packed in
strcam nassage. AL the cnd of the deys opera’tions on the SBunday before

Christuas a black space could e seen above but much too small to

get through,

«:'}-

arge passage was
t how large it was,

- and starts off 10ft
~*ds. This passage

ng where the siream

On Decciber 27Vth
entered, though Jdue %
Bventually 1t was found
in heignt "ié¢ng to 457
has since bpeen namcl
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.crosses r~ wide shingle bank, there is a pool under the right hand wall

vith a smell passage vieible under the water, It has proved to be a
wet weather rising and it appears to be the main tributary stream

in tines of flood, Further zlomg, the strcam winds between banks of
mmd , vhich contain many drip markings, or'mmd roses!, Members arc
asked to walk in the stream to preserve these stretches of mud, one
of vhich in the wain chamber has becn taoped off, On the right hand
side of the hall is a balcony with a tight aven leading off it, At
thed top 1s a2 small chewber containing o very finc crystal pool about
0 square yard in extent. The crystals and other cslcite formntions
arc cslelte in colour. :

Running north-westwards off the maoin chamber is a passage of a

© very different nature. It is blocked by fallen boulders in many

places, making progress sometimes difficult. Aftcr a hundred yards
or so the passage divides, a2nd it was there that the first exploration
ended,

~ On Jenuary 2nd of this year, o large party went in and a2t the

junction split up into two, the main group tsking the right hand -
pascage, The top part of the passage is a large tube connectecd to the
lowver Dy a fissure up to two fcoct wide, This gives way to a small
passage with a calcitc flcor and crystals pools, rising sharply, then
dipping downwerds and changing to a wmore spacious passage with a sandy
floor, On the right hand side a2 passagc runs downwards amongst boulders
to o fine chamber containing straws of very soft white stalagmite,
some aolght fect long, between floor and roof, In a2 gour pool on the
floor are some helictites growing under water. The main passage T
continues for several hundreds of feet and opens out into a wide aven
about seventy feet high near the top of which a passage can be seen

to which it is believed the dreaught rises, Beyond this aven since .
called Stecple Aven, a narrow rift leads to a small chawber frowm which
another rift passage leads off, The casiest route is at the top of a
solution tube, rising gradually until thc floor is some twenty feet
underneath., At the end a few bouldcrs had to be removed, and the
party cuerged through the floor of a large passage up to thirty feet
in height and running north to south. The southerly end is blocked
with boulders and sand, but it wmay come in for a closcr inspection -
later on., Due to the amount of climbing up nnd down over piles of
boulders, the passage was immediately named Switchback Passage, 1t
ends in quite a spacious chamber with two or three old exits sealed
up with calcite leaving only one way on,wcstwards through & very
narrow fissure leading to what is so far called Pinal Chawmber, A
small choke of boulders here may hide o lot morc cave as there 1is
evidence that a great deal of water sometimes cowmes through,

So much for the Eastern Series, 'The second party on January Znd,
consisting of only two meumbers took the left hand fork at the
junction and returned to report difficult going. They had been on the
move for 2% hours and had turned back for want of tacklyg at a 150t
pitch. As it was then 10 o'clock at night it was decided to return
next daye
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The Western Series has turned out to be some of the most a
difficult caving in South Wales, For almost four hundred yards from
the Juncyion the passage is high and mainly too narrow at the bottom
to walk on the floor, even if it can be seen, The height, or rather
the depth 1s as mich as forty feet in places as the only way on is
sometimes near the roof meking use of anyawailable footholds on
el ther well., Efforts to find the easiest route have resulted in
scveral different levels being tried here and ther, No party has
suceceded so far in coming out by the samc routec as they went in,

The first place &f intercst after the Junction, a hundred yards
or so on, is the Crossjoint., A fissure of unknown height mects the
main passage at right angles. 4 small stream falling down from the 4
roof runs a short distance to the main passage and straight awcy sinks
between the boulders, From the Crossjoint the route gets more tortuous
than previously, with scveral hairpin bends up ncar the roof, A window-

in the left hand wall lcads to a parallel passage, in thc floor of
which is Thirty-Two Feet Pot. At the bottom is a large chamber about
twenty feet wide floored with sand and boulders., From a so fap
inaccecssible fissure a sgrecam issues, and it is lost inmedistely in
the floor,Duc to the continuous climbing on the way to the Pot this

stream is likely to be tho onc that falls down at Crossjoint,.

The place where the first perty turned back is some distsnce from
here and is known as Pifteen Feet Pot. It appcars that the main
' passage here crosses a much larger lower passagc that mey underlic
the vhole system, but hopes of exploring it arc small because of the
dmount of sand fille,There is a climb of thirty fect out of the
Fiftecn Pect Pot into a passage a merce ten feet high., It contnrins many
formations, oramgc in colour, with straws three fect in length, The
height gradually gets less until onc is reduced to crawling over =
boulder strewn floor, awarc of the dreught whistling around the ears,
Just as 1t appears to be getting too narrow for further progress, the
passage enters a large chamber, In the right hand corner are large
flows of caleite falling steceply down an aven, The slope overhangs
in places and after o c¢limb of sixty fect levels off and enters a
smaller chamber containing some fine gours and two small avens in the
roof botH of which have becn climbed with nothing found. Looking
.back over the stalagmite slope on the left hand side is a traverse
to the upper part of thc main aven, wider than lower cowne From the
traverse a steep slope of stalagmite covered bouldcrs sone forty fecot
high leads to a ledge running back over the aven. Masscs of caleite
issuing from the roof hcrc cffcectively block what wmust have becn a .
fair sized passage. In the other dircction a high passage is also .
blocked but in this case with boulders, -

The overall height of the avneo,now called Cascadc Aven, has
been cstimated at onc hundred and fifty fecot. It has becn climbed
to within twenty fecct of the roof, and as yct,no way on has been
found though the draught must get out somewhere., It enters at the
bcttom and just disappcars, and therc being so much space, a smoke

test is out of the cuestion,
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So far Tunncl Cave has yiclde@ about a mile pf paesnges and
even within the boundarics of Cascade Aven,Final Chamber, ond
Christuns Grotto(the one with the eight feet straws -Ed), is by
no mesns explored. The general direction is towards the sink at
Wacn Fignen Felen, which supposedly rises.in Dan-yr-Ogof, Ve might onc
day meke a round trip- but much remains to be donce

Dal Hunt. Meye19564,

Club activitics sincc Baster.

. Wsen Fignen Felen, This has again becn visited by Dolphin and Co,

. Hoge

“but they orc not contemplating restarting their ten ycar 80f%.,dlg.
A possible back door to the Wiggy-Wiggy - Dan-yr-Ogof connection

is somewhere on the Black Mountain, This is now being dug. Will this
be onother pot like Pwll Dwfn?

Tunnel Ceve., At the end of thc past month's droughtthe water level

in the flood rising in Davy Price's Hall dropped a couple of inches
below the submerged roof, Some 20ft in there appeared to be more space,
After contemplation the first party got cold and retired without going
through., Later the same evening W.E.Clarke swam through alone and
added another %gft. before being stopped by another sumps

Hepste Valleye Renewed activity has been centered on an old dig
ofkThomas and Llexander. Results are hoped for shortly.

TMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT.

The Hon,Secretary is moving back to Birmingham on July lst,
From that date his address will be -
29,Wrekin Road,
Wylde Grcen,
A Sutton Coldfield, Warcs,

7
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Hon,Sec, W.H.Littleh -20,CaeMawe— ¥oinea, Cordiff,
Hon, Treasurer, G.0.Thomas, 5,Farmville Rd,, Splott, Cardlff,

Hon,Bditor, D.W,Jenkins, Dinmore, Dyffryn Rd., L}andrindod Wells,Rads,





