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" Newsletter No, 11L South Wales Caving Club,. . Sepleiber, 1955,

New Heuwbers,

We welcowe the following new wmewmberss :
R.Paluer, Dresden House, Monwmouth. EC

o iiiss. M. Re Leggett 47,Belgrave Rd., Weutm1nster, London, W, 1,

Chaongé of addfesst'

J.M.Davies, 47yHeol-y=Bont,Rhwbina, Nr,Cardiff,
s  B,D.,Price, Bééw Arian, Rhyd Clydagh, Brynmawr, brecs,

J. Trumans 105,Little Baling Lane, Ealing, W.5

D. A Willi®y 129, Broxholw Rd., West Norwood, S Ee27. -
A, M.Asbwell; 65 btougnton Drive North, Jv1npton,Lelcester¢‘
Conmruuulatlons, . R

R . T T ¥ :
We Gongratulate; AW, Ashwell on his reccnt wmarriage to ™lss X,
Audrey Tate ond we wish them every happiness for the future.

TR T
-

Bankcrs QOrdcrs.

R

Your coummlftee hes anreed to encouragc he payuent of Annudl S o
Subscriptions by weans of &tanalng Banhers Orders. and to facilitate
thig, a torm for use by wmembers 1is enclosed with this Ncwsl@ttof.
In viow of the varying dotc of Haster — when the Sub. i actually
duc - it is suggested that the payuent is ¢ mthoriscd for the 1st of

April in cvoery yoar,.
Aftor courpletion, the Torwm should be signed over a 246 staup and
forwarded to your benkers, I should bec grateful 1f wewbers adopting’
this procedurc vwould advigc. e qocorclnply so thet I can wake the
WCECSSTTY note in tho 3Subs G”lptlon Records. s . '

CIn thoe meanmlmo,howcvery thore ere sone 20 subs, for this year still..
outgtanding and 1 should like the offending meubers to relicve their
conscleneges by ondlnn wme thoir 1?/bd w1thouu furthcr delay.

- ,LgA;Hawes. .Hon, Treasurcr,

Obituocry. & L

Jeffrey L. Morgan, = Hohﬁry”Mémber.'

Wic decply rcgret the passing of Jeffrey L.Morgen on the 6th
Jul%ﬁ i Tquwr,Abcrcfave at the age of 71l, Hc was burlpd at St.Callwen,
Gly awgt, o

Joeffrey HMorgan was educated at Llandovery College where he was
a wenber of the Rugby XV and an cxceptional funncr. As o young nan
he lovdd to roaw the Vans, and it is not gsurprising that he was
attracted by the wysterious outfall of the River Llynfcll at Dan~
yr-Ygof, Ho and his brothers worked untiringly to find the dry cave
which thcey belicved to czist in the viecinity. Succcss cap in 191%
with the forcing of an cntry into the now woll-known uppcr scrics
of éry passoges. Subscquently the Coracle PQol was crosacd and all
the dry passoges cxplored to the ¥irst Lakcee Meny difficultics had
to be overcome to trﬁnSport e suitablc boat through thce winding
pw“~ﬂ~o to the la keos, I
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Jeffroy Horgen*will bost be rewmewbered by wecrtibers of the caving
partics of 1 937-38 which were orgenisced to forcce c¢xXploration rof Dan-
Jr—ogof to the limit, Although not himsclf an active participont
his gchcrous help and hospitality contributcd in no small measurc
to the final success of the cxplorations, Froquently a hara day's
caving would bc rounded with a convivial cvening at Tymawr, o

The developuent of Dan~-yr-ogof as & show cave madc necessary: 2
certoin precautions to protect the property., Although Jeffrcy Moragn
wag not octively aoscociated with post-war caving opcrations weumbers
contimicd to ¢oll on him regarding visits to Don-yr-ogof when ho
708 always intcerested to hcar about the Club's activitics and to trk o
lolpful suggeetions about further cxploration of the Cave,

) AL HilZ,
K, AsChavlbcrs., - Mmeor.

It is also with dgop rogrot that we,annouce the passdng.oway of
Ry AJChaubcrs carlicr in the suimcr. His snd death Was duc to drowning
whilst on holiday, Althoush a cotparatively ncw wmeuber he had wade

weny fricnds in the Club,

C.R.G&ggétingQSottlo. Junc, 1955,

The Club was well represented ot the Northorn “Ycneral “coting of
the C.R.G. which was hceld at Scttle. no fower than cight being
proscnt. Two papcrs were recod at the uccting, onc being a joint
cffort by WeH.Little and G.0,Thomas, "Tho uscof cxplosives in cave
cxploration, ! and was very well rceeived, The sccond pApcer was by
G.T.Worwick called "Caves wnd the Icc Lge, !, -

But for thc caving wect arranged for the Sundny, the nttendenca
mwight not have been so good., The Bradford Pothole Club had uscd thair
winch at Gaping Gill at thic ususl Whitsun oot and hed kindly lcft
1t for the benefit of C.R.G.umctbers and othors, Overp twenty desconded

the 3656ft, sghaft into the Main Chewbor to mrke a tour of the
cxtcmsive cove systom. The descent tokes nbout twenty scconds,so
the mein concern on the way dovn is to wmakao surc that your stounch
stoys- with you, b - -

~ The Moin Chorber is perhaops the biggest in Grent Britain being
900f't long,100ft,wide and 180ft.,high with scveral strcam. fallinf
into it,to disappecar into the grovel floor,Leading off arc PaSEnECs
to Hud Hall, Sand Coverns, Bar Pot, cte, As flar as is known no onc
venturcdinto Hensler's Possage which is a querter of a milc flat
dovn crawl,

By far thc wost improésivo part of the trip was the nscent to
the surfacc which takes about throce ainutes, #4s the floor reccdeg
bclow onc hns time to look around and the first thing noticcd is
the slonderncss of the winch cable lcading to that swmall patch of
drylight overhead, '

Everyonc was accounted for and thc winch worked perfectly despite
the fact the the Hon,Trcasurcr of the S,%.C.C, was prcsent!

D,Hunt.
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CeR,G, Mcoting at Abercrave, T o e ‘
.. This mecting hciéi&ﬁrinngui&fwaé Két sd'we1§?a§%cndé6'by.h
Club weubers asmight have been expected. The lectures .given under

. almost ‘tropicol conditions were most interesting, ‘P, I,W,Harvey

demonstrated some wmechonical aids.to caving.and Dr‘E;MgShepphﬁrd'}
gave an‘il;ustrgqu:talk.on"Gaycvénima;sﬂgtgﬂy R

. " o
. ¢ .

Wessex, Cpve. Club, Junc 1955, . S
Belfry Bulletin Nos, 93-96, | B

Cove nnd Crrg Club. Vol,4. Nos,6 & 7.
" Ogof @nnol,

Tholfollowingfﬁubiicatidhs'have been roéeivcd;j

o <On Wodnesdéy 17tthovcmber§1954:ﬁe spont the ‘day visiting Ogof

- Ffynnon and exploring the high moors between Gwaen-Cefn-y-Garrcg and

Porth-yr-Ogof, Towards the end of the day we were near Ogof Coeden
Prop., To the south of this shakchole and,immcdiatcly.adjoining-it
are two small shakcholes 1ittle wore than a few vards in diamcier,
One of thcses was ns always but a change had occurred in the other -
some turfy soil having fallen through a holc in the bottom to show

a gap bencath, '

This was '‘quickly enlarged to providc a tight entrance into
a swall ond excessively wuddy chamber full of the usua shattered
rocks, This chomber, ond indeed the wholc cave, is terribly wet from
the wmultitude of roof drips,

On the right was a shaft going down some way and to the left
a small gap showed promising blackness beyond. This la tter secmed
the better spot ond after an hour or so sufficient gpacc was clcared
to roveal a narrow opening betwecn walls of millstone grit through

~which'onc could Jjust squceczea.

Beyond and about ten fect below was a medium size .chruber -
about twolve fect long and ten feet wide but high in proportion,
about scventccn fe-et, The odd thing about the cave was the floor,
It was virtually lcvel with not a single loose rock on its surfrcec
and knowing the statc of floors in the usual run of wmillstonc grit
caves this hit you in the cyc immediately., The surface scems to be
of quite =0lid peaty mmd,mostly water covercd,and the surplus
water draincd wway in one corner,.

The chambcr is more or.less oblong in shape and bears rather
a rcscublence to an ancient temple building for the walls are
vertical nnd of uniform hceight and they arc so fluted as to look like
( if you cen imagine thc deseription) pillars in reverse, many of
the cavitics being semicircular or even almost cComplctcly circudar
in scction and up to two feet in diamctcr, The entrance, too, is
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preeciscly in the widdlce of onc w.ll.

A tiny vindow obout 1°x inches by throc inches in the left hond
wnll s fhon Odcfglng 0ho*fs thﬂt thcrc 1s.n further'ch rulber adjoining,

He vy ?(1nfq11 °nd Bhen nnny wocks of” vlntfy oo ther DECVLnﬁ”d
our rotufnlng to the cove but’ on Mareh 13th,1955 we were nt Hliast @
cble to got through to Cwar-pen-y-Porth “fth cxpcricncing soue -
difficulty vith thn still doecply urlftod SNOW whlch stlll covcrod
the high moorland road CVGH aftecr: fortnl ht sun hlnc.‘

A

On thlu occasion we wore anlc to clcan the 5 ;hu Pﬂna uhﬂft
which ¢ drop of cloven freot into- the .8nd, GLnUth. This wos
S 11bf thn the first but ullrhtly deoper and aliost perfeetly
circular - cight fcet in diawmctor = with vdértical wnlls not so
pronounccdly flutﬂd as those in thu l t chﬁdbor

™, e
> )
FEaN

P wc mc;gg glsgpaclni}cd t;o :l.nd ‘hh‘,ds Yo hﬂc" bB‘e', ' -l@Ked by whif- -
EpGPWGd to be . large nest of cave penrls: 1ying at Fhe foot ofn .
circular Llutlnr in the 1s t chn 1bor. Ehoy WQfO mcroly a- collectlon‘
- of* rounaod De 108‘;" RN

it

No t“chlu is coqulfod for OXplOf”ulon.

Wo have nancd it Onof Gonol fOf the simple rcason that it is
between Odoi Cocden l’rop and Ogof ¥fynnon.

The Taylprs.

Opcrations atleethrid,

Flooding nt L cthrid during the past winter had becn so scverc
that in spring we Tound thot the cntrance to *lethrid No, 2, had boen
couplctely chokced with driftwood and flotsam in gencral, But,when
at last ve were ablc to cleor our way into the cave it was ilwedintely
notlcod that the, watcrs had enlarged the normally sand-choked
pnuJ‘ ;08 to o pfonounccd cxtent and. that no trace of watcr remnined,

This promptod us to fool thaot possibly here was the solution
to the constant problcew of how to get into Lilcthrid NWo,1l, for
furthcr cxploration,for sonchhrrc in No, 2, wust bc openings
sufficicntly largce to take consgiderable flood watcrs so if the weay
could be found and thce streow divertcd into thce cave then the way
to No.l., would be couparativcly casy.

Scveral hours hard work clearing wway wud,leaves,sticks and |
other odduents led us to the expoctod fissures wherc a drop of sowc
five feet was clearcd( during the time o very strong draught becauc

notlcablu) leading to further spaccs which worce too small to penctrate,
So far eo-good, With ony luck the gtrcam - if we could divert it -

should flow oway down this placc,

4t this time the strecow itsclf flowed soiae forty odd fect away
but o long descrtced loop remained at a higher level,so first of 21l
a dam wwas constructed to force thc water to flow nlong 1ts old bed,e

,,‘ o PRU PRI ]
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This brought it some ten feet ncarcr the cave cntranco

Now the hped work began in 0arncst.‘A sort of culvert hed to
be dug vhich weont digging o chavinel 18" wide,4' de cp and soric
0t 1ong. Neither wae the digging easy for o spade could not bo uscd
owving to thce noturce of the ‘ground. Every buck cotful had to be jobbed
ot vith o crowbar ond woved by hand,

This work went oy for souié wocks (on onc ocrq81on Ve wor
ausiﬁtod-byﬂJtA&Colc—ﬁorrrn) end finelly on Mey,14th ve ﬂrvlqu
within o oot of the strcam. Beforce the grand OpOnlﬂO,Lhﬂh‘ﬂ :vie had
to roof ovor-the culvert with logs lald Tarst rosa,;qu,gnd thon

lchepthweys, Thesce verce coverced with clods of carth, rocks,pobblon
na LwnkLly carth -which was sowvn with grass sced, All this in tha
hope that errant cows would not fail through and coe to griofs
Whet on effort! Congratulﬂtionﬂ; - Editor,) T '

A% loet the greont day arrived ond the 1ust bupWIbr mog breoched.
ThC,SﬁPQQM’pOUTCCfthOHUh and varish ad’ 1ﬁto *hcvcvvo.: R :

The next day we roturncd t séc tho fOuU]t To our grent
rolict o1l wrg well - the watcr still pouring intc the cave rnd
obviously Tlowing away as fC[Ul“ d. The old strcaw bed leading to
NWoele wod Df(GtLCully dry apart frow souge slight 1oqk we at the unin
dLM('llbh will %cke o long time to curo)

Kndgbcﬁt of «11, thc Cntr‘hco'tO'NQ.l. was couplctely dry for |
Jthe first time Tor wua nv uonths. Truc,' thore was:couplcte hPVOG insidc
"t eave due to the disnstorous wintor floods but tle p wesages to
the boulder choke were almost ontircly free from wate

Heving pasced the Filtor we were awarc,for the Tirst tiwe, of
the sound of running watcr, ﬁndTLhﬁTO3.9u we had onticipatedm was the
diverted strcum re-centoring the cave frowm the sandy passages nt the
slde orf the boulder chruiber, Evon in the short timc that it had been
flowing it hod clcercd posseges that had been cntircly unsuspected.

- 0n¢ snng still,howcver,romcins. The 2nd, and Srd, Rift Pascoges
ceo now flooded to.a depth of over four fect for during the VlnLOf
the norunl owtlots: Qf~bnw water must have becowme bl ou&ed and untik
a dry poeriod, we shall be ugablce to £ind and clear thcem. ‘

On Satuzu?y 10th, Junc -a(to us) major disaster occurred. Torrcntial
roins €uxinw the night swept down the valley and burst both dams. Havoce
wWns cornleto u}lufuf spirits at o very low cbb tho onWy congolation
boing thoet although both cove cntrances had bOLﬂ many foct under

vetor yot neither were actunlly vlocked and the flood wonters werce
pascing throush frooly.

Sunday saw us ot LlCuhle agaln whcn we had the good fortenc to
bo joinod by Goorge Liack,Sten Davies and other iwcwbers of the Hercford
C:rving Club., With their able asdistance the work of rcbuilding
procoaded opacce and bJ the end of the dny the flow of water hod been

gufficicently veducced to perwmit four of us going as far as the boulder
chokc, This axcursion was worce in the naturc of o trial of endurnnce
thin o pleeswre outing for it weant ge +*1ﬁ soaked,ond I hordly think
thes tho Hereford cavers introduction to Llethrid can have becn
anyihing but o penance, : The Taylors, 14/6/55,
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Tunnel Coveg '
The_Ascent of = Stecple Aven,
Unlikc Yorkshire or the dendips where they usc ladders to
?esgond into their caves,wc in South Wales,usually enter caves at
their resurgence and have to devise sowe-icans of scaling wealls
@

and avens., The Maypolce scrved us well in Ogof £ fynnon Ddu where
there nre lecdges within easy rcach of the floor, but what about
Stcople “ven wherc the walls are smooth for kmorc than fifty foct?
s uaypole ,vc dcclded, was of no usec for such 2 height as it would
bend too imich, and besides, the longest peice of wquipwent which caon
. be token thore is six fcet becausc of the onc awkward bend in the '
chturp Loo, Some other woy had to be invented ond the result wans
Wppit" firet designed by Bill Little,improved upon and the watcrinls
stressdd by Pcteor Harvey,and finally caused to be wade by Lewls “
Reilton, With refercnce to the drawing it can be seen that it is
1~ao of throo sceiions fitted togethor by mernns of slceves, On the
iddle of the contre scction ond the bottowm scction arc welded lugs
drillced to take half inch bolts. :

Sovorael wembers were spending the weekend nfter Chylstuns 1954
ot the cottnge and all the bits and pcices werc token into Stuﬂyla,’
aven on Boxing Doy. It was decided to Scale the Wostern wall as thdra
cppenred to be on opening cbout fifty fect upe.

Tiret o hole was drilled neor the floor and = Rawlholt inscrted”

ond tichtencd vith the cye axis horizontal. Two ladder sections

vora ascombled ond lecaoned agoinst tho wallto drill another holc

~bout nin fect sbove the first, l.c, the distoncc between the lugs
on *he ladder, ond anothcr bolt was put in. Thc stecel plate was
thon bolied to the bolt and o rODC 1adder hung frow it. The ladder

wos conploted by adding the third scction ond then reiscd and

-t~ohod to the steel plate by its upper lug. Any discropancy in

tho ~istencce nnd any unevénncss in the wnll is overcoume by the
1listeomce paoice bolted: between the bottom lug and thce Rawlbolt,

Thie cistance pelce has svveral holes drilled through it,so that
the Jlroder way e -held cloge to or pushed gway frow the wall
nccording to its contours above. o ; ;

The person chosen to drill the holes cliwbed up the ladder to
he top ond fixcd o third Roggbolt at ninc fect .obove the sccont,

o i ok

he
Mg, oncration sounds very casy on paper, but ho-mattcr how tightly
0. locder is fixed to the wall thore is an aoppreciable amount of
gray,.cond 1t is essential to belay oncself sccurely while up therc,

To ke things wore- difficult, wotar drips cown thot sido of the aven,

onaé sovernls tices carbilde lamps wore put out,which can be rather
cicconsorting in such on owkward situation. When the third Rawlbolt
ig fixcd o plate the same as the. one below is boltcd to 1t and the

vope- ladder raiscd and nming frow the platcs

Then cories - thic trickicst job of all. a wman, working off the
rano 1addor;unbolts ths distancc pcice from the bo. tom Rawlbolt, By
Ctcrre o o pulley on the - top rung of the ropc ladder,the wedght

ig hakon off the top lug and theo bolt taken out., The stccel laddcr is
fhon.veisod ond thoe top lug 1is boltcd to the plate on the third

i
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---Pulley hung here te raise lad éﬁ.
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--Bteel plate ag below,

Steel ladder 18!
in three sections
joined»byisleaves.

long

-==Lug on ladder,

: ™Mb e Bteuwl plate boeltod %a vawlholy -
\,//);;} and ladder ' e
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Rewlbolt

o - [NRope ladder hung,
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A

Bolt holes drille ‘ : .
opprox, 9' centreq.
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: . i e ,
A Elevotion @&V"UQDlt in sction,

in Stecple Aven,

) == .
W - {B\}ﬁ;—~LLug on ladder,
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Distence piece.
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Rawlbolt.The éistance peico dleg Tixed cnd tho

oncc again,
By cvoning
oncc, o risc of

thrce lifts werc
sup“)pooa opcn 1110'
fifty-scven feot o tho ©
upwards with quoz= walle, -

Oon the Fridoy, Upplit® v
the ledge and & .;Alnp wndo
floor. Using"Uppit" i
ovaerhcad and qu ool wWaos
~Tloor. But on the scouthorn
was clinbed for a furthor
discovercd, After an hour
through the 1¢ho of o Faly
cstimnted 120ft above the

arc very umkch hattcro@y a8
On the wostern side is a pass
blocks,but thore is nei vmeh
boulders against thc walli 2
draing thc scalod passaga. T

Ay
Lited

o

anyvhere for Whﬂu we, had b‘Quﬁub T Lb an, ypw

aven had beoen duc o tho

pwnscnuo

So,wec rctreated fom Steeple

thnt Tunncl CGave hod not boecn ﬁwxcnaod'

LONZC.

shoor wolls can dgdicr us no

- -

A% raiscd

& a further
o foot. The
i by two and

peised :"ﬁuo sthand on
’GuuALJdaC tc the
uVuﬂ Was bX nincd

“onm “p”Ffabs LnlS
cholte was
A We Cierge l
“ O.F. ‘l.u an
» walls
‘f;fﬁf\mw i3
mite and £allen
“ﬂdur she
dsmost likely
of a dwﬂught
1'11}9;‘11: in the

and roof

G"

(] ﬂJO f.:) i
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:'J
¥

o auoumxnu<f

zmcxnygﬁoo a Jlttlu GlS“ppOlntOd
but we had proved that coven

The following d'y Fal pmrny f“LdfﬂC@ and ‘éismnntled “gppit¥. Two

Rawlbolts were put in above tho
henging so the Peter Harvey's

ascont.

Among those involved on this
Bdward Aslctt, Lowis RnllCOW.PbuCI
John Hartwell, Brian Joncg, Clive

1 CCU?. -
“nybdo%“ may be uscd on the next

ond o nylen rope loft

wcrc:~

q Lb \JQC TOUL
v Li c,Low Hawcs,

uni
Horvey,Bill
menm@r

CD.Aunde Junc, 19565,

o —— g

ok Pant Moo,

“G1ive Jencs,
thc cottoge and o survey of
was offhctcd,Thls was only of
depth of Pgﬁthwvr Pot-Py-this i3

Lt-"y"fl'l

Clive LoJman,movl Dilly

the waln

ané I .spent o week down at

Mawr Prowm the chtrance to the sump
ouusu cs. ‘The cihleulated
J:O‘.} 'dg

J.il. Alcxonder,

“nov“r continucd

n South Wnlos,
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4 Soudmouotmatic Lifolining Doviegy, &

The mrrangomcny horo'doscribod‘is dcsigned to cnable a men $o
lifcline himsclf up and down a ladder pitch, -

It eonsists of a pullcy block through which the lifclinc is
threaded in such a way that the block can wove frcely in the dircction
in which thc cliwber is moving but Will Jaub if a £all ocecurs, 4is
described herc it is intended for usc with 1/4 wt, nglon iinc of
1000, 1bs, brecaking strain, It could be cxtended for usc with thicker
ropcs if desircd; but the full weight hecup ropes would probably be
too unwicldy, ’ ; C

Construction is as followsge=
The slides of the pulley block are two aluminium alioy cach 6" x #
x %' Thoy orc slottcd and drilled with i# holcs as. in figuro"ﬁ'
4 centre piccc is cut from the same sizo blank os figurc 'B',

it

4 5liding roller is made as figurc 'G' this should if possible be
turnc d in onc piccc out of brass or duralumin,but con be nade by
gliding a tubc 7" 0.D. xE" borc over a 2 rod and riveting togcther,

4ls0 roquircd:- 6 saluminium scparators cach " OuDe x £% bore x
z" length | ' : r
pre CILE Llle .

Onc brass or aluminium roller $"0.D. % i'borc,
1 i it il ] 3u o x fw 0

, , 3 o
6.mild -stccl galvaniscd nuts and bolts 1" x.i%,

Asscuble os figurc 'D' and moke surc the rollers move frcoly..
When the rope is thrcaded through it will be founda to pass over some
sharp cdges of the cemtrc piccc, These should bo bevélled to rcducc
wear, e

Cost of matcrials aboul l/Bd;
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‘Mcthod of use, ' T
The l1lifcline is fixcd-at the hcad of the piteh 4nd threaded
through the pullcy as in simplificd diagram 'B(i)', Now cldarly if

o downward pull is applied at the cnd '®' or an upward pull at 'a'
the whole device will slide 2long the ropc, If,howcver, o cownward
pull is opplicd at 'a' the deviee turns over. The upper portion of
+ the rope presscs the sliding roller against ‘the adjocont scction
: of the ropc which is trapped boiWeen the sliding roller and the .
middle roller. The. device cannot “then move relatively to the ropuB(1i),

When preparing to descond the climber tics o sTing around” :

his waist lcaving a frec cnd of say 3 - 4ft, This is ticd to %thec cnd .
'a' of the pulley, in such a way that it can be hold above the hcad,
-+ short length of cord is attachgd to: the cnd 'b'. This cord is

cken between the teeth and the descént commenceds the pulley is
now being pullcd downwards down the lifclinc following the climber o
and a 1ittle sbove his hcad, If a fall occurs the grip of the tccth
st be relaxcd, The weight coming on the other ond of the pullcy™
couscs it to grip the rope ond arrcst the fall, When ascending,

the pulley is attached to the walst loop in the saime manncr omcopt
that it is now kept as close as possible to the body. The string at
the ond 'b' is not cuploycd when nscending, If is nccessary to
ballast  the bottom of the ropc with a haversack or have a fricnd
hold it tout to prevent o loop forming,

It is csscential.at all timcs thot the lifcline shou@d hong
straight down the ladder so that if a fall occurs the climber will
sving back on to the ladder, Therc arc various otheor refincments of
technique which the intelligont caver will discover for himsclf with
practice, It is very important that no~one should usc thesc methods
undcrground without having first practiscd thcm on the surfaco,

The wmethods of construction described above could cnsily bo
claboroted by the use of such rofincments as roller bearings cte. hut
the cruder deviecs scom to be morc relinblc underground as they arc

- kesa vulncrable to damp and dirt.

, - - A . W.E.Clarkc,
AT - 7 23gBecchwood Rd,, Uplands, Swansceo,
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Tunncl Cave,

Clive Jonecs ond I went to dag in the boulders at the top of the
sccond cascade in Cascadce aven, Our first attempt was on o crack to
the right wherc o strong draught was cowing out, We put o large

plaster on the corncr of this crack to knock it off, (The bang was hcard
in DnvyAPrido's;Hall):By studying thc gcomctry of the crnck nnd then
Titting himsclf  in Clive wmonageé to get into a tight passage and
wags 2blc to climb yp.about 16ft in a tight vertical slot. This
offcred no way on =0 wc then dittacked the boulders with fclbow greasao!'
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.ond bangers, ‘A -black space oppeared and soon o way on nppcdred, This
turncd out ot beublockod-with'mud»and<§tones?bnt’undongthg“bpgldbpg

& way wes found to a-downwards. sloping passage with a floor of"
boulder rucklc, The -flow unrks on-the roof show an upwards flow
townrds the cascade, The cnd of-thc pdesage was found to be chocked
with sand,the drought coming from a rift passage on the loft,. This
wos followed to » hole narrow8d by stalagmitc, Hore further cxXploration
was stopped, R 4 ' _ '§

... Wec roturncd on the Sundny 28th, August with W.E.Clarke, Clive ;
Loyman ~nd Mary. Borton, The offending projections verc swiftly dealt
with in a scrics of small bangs giving o sguccze at the top of tho
"s5t21" slope. The passacc boyond was typical Tunncl Cave varicty,
‘bding high and narrow, This lcads to o wider chowbér, One way
- Yeads to two boulder chokes &n small passages which give the draught .
The other way was found aftcr cowming back from the bouldcr chokes
and mccting Bill Littlc and John Hartwoll., This was a narrow passage
cnding in a hole through which therc ‘scomed to be n fine lnrdder pitch,

On.thc 4th,S¢ptomber, Clive Joncs, Bill Clarkc, John Hrrtwell
and: I returncd with o ladder and we went down the vertical choumber,
‘A holc in the floor lcd on the lofthond side to a rift passage which |
soon divided and narrowed dowm, On thc right a fow boulders wore
pulled cut and o woy down to a chawbor which led on the fap sidc to
o verticnl chewber obout 5ft,widc,30ft long and 30ft high, A tight
passnge lcads off at the bottom of the right hand cnd of the chanber
which ¢id not lcad anyvherc(perhaps o dig in the floor might do .

- some good? ) The chamber was climbed with no result.Going back to the
prcevious chauwbor therc is o vertical passnge blocked at the top with
bleccks, h

The ladder pitch proved to be climable althoush n 1lndder is
prefersblce The total length of now pnssages is <00=30011t,

On onc visit lifc was found in the gour pools in the passage
nt the top of the first cascade, The animals were smell and whitoc
nnd looked like the photograph of a springtail in "British Coving",

Sincc this spot is used for charging carbide latps carc should be
token not to do nnything which night causc any'harm. Also o spider
and o floa were scen ot the end of Davy Pricc's Hall, The spidcr
looked vory sorry for itsclf treading watcr -nd the fleao hopped
cawny in no uncertain manncr.

Jaile Aloxandcr,

Flood Rising in Tunncl Cavc,

During our wcecks steay specculntion on the flood rising lcd to a
prictical cxperimcnt on the water-works of the surp, On Scpt 4th an
ailr gpocce was visible and wo thought -that o 1ittlc buckcet work would
solve a few problems., Unfortunately it raimed that night and the next
day the rising was running over, Wark was startcd with threc buckcets

cand an cxtimated 2200 gollons an hour were removed i,c,

.
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: » 1 bucket recmoved per 5 sces,
° 1 buckot contains 3 gallons, o

=3 % 12 x 60 = 2200 gallons/ hour,

The drop in level in 2 hours was 1i £t giving

T d vol, . . .
e T opin =‘5,?OQ gnllons/ foot when sutp is full.

"/ As the surfrec cren of the sump will decrensc and so the volunge
roenoved to give o ceorin 1in drop in lcvcl will decrouso.

After 2 hour work was stonood and in the next ten wminuteos
the lovel had risen 1%, The next day the lcvcl wos 2" higher and
five houre lotcdr the sune day the level hac Ofoppcd 1M, On Scptember

Klltﬁ. the surp . hod £nllcn o Lufthbf foot,

4

i "The results show that tho suip ronders- its clf well %o puuping
rnd i the passage goos anywhere it will mot be o @ifficult job to
lower the lovel of the sutp sufficicntly to goin entry, If an air
gpncc ig visible ofter o dry spell tnu lowurlnL of the watcr 1ovol
would be pre wcticable with buckct° B

ToM, Aléxander.

PeSe On the snue day Clive and I visited onc of the boulder chokes,
the casicr flmn+ hond one, =and startcd to dig, ThlpﬂWlll ‘require
o 1ot of worl bti it sccus nulto pfom181n

Round oné About,
Tow wr my mcmbers hnve looked into the sunll valley to the S.E.
of the Byfrc Sink ond wondered wherd' the hole ot the ond goces?2929%
It tnkes o folr awount. of wabtecr in wet weather ané in the rcecent
warn surwicr uonths a powerful outward draught has becn prcescnt,

p Well it cocsn't go, Clive Joncs, Les Hawes, Kei h Brll and

i Glyn Thomas spent the morning od sugust Bank Holiday finding this

: oute 4 couplce of hours digging ~nd onc swall bang showed qultc
dlecorly that the sink holo is on clarged Jjoint Wthh docs not got
ny w1do“ then 9", . _ #

i © Tho S p”ftj ﬂlso Went ncross to the smallor of tho twi*
chasme and ‘rcuwoved' the grit block that was prcvontlng furtho*
progress down the shaft, Gotting thrceo slabs and the 'det.! down the -
block was quitc a tricky Jjob but the cxplosion disposcd of the block
and gbnornlly tidied up the shaft., All the swmokc frowm the 8ft, fusc .
was drawn down the shaft, Clive went in when things Jad scttlcd down
the shaft being 8-10f6 decp and lecading to o typlczl grit chrmber

N .
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about 13ft x 4ft x 3£t high, A Second similar chomber wns visible
through the floor. The chast is xbruh-ﬁnothcr visit das only o few
hours work is nceded tolgainggntLy 0 the 1ower cdimbcr. "

. N

Glyn Thom”s, Dick Uncéerwood, nng ”ohn Hsrﬁwoll n&be be n dirnlng f
in Ponwyllt Quarry. They hope to get -Into - a 1omorwscction of the Y
" knmm1qquw caves, i ﬁ;i

Aftor nearly o wonth . of dry wea ather Bill Clark vi51tcé Pﬂnt
’“nvm ~nd reperted thet the susp vas still sealced,

Mowbors were given o warm fcccpuion whon ch@J prid a v1u1t

Lo Ffyrmon Geres Powr one Satur "AY e DCuﬁLup this blll Little was -
thle o crawl in ot the resurgonde only to find his woy blocked |
by o large boulder not very far in, This obstruction could be removad
but the 1Ufmcr refuscs to nllow any work to tcke place,

-John ”"ftVP}l ané Clive Jones heve discovered an open hole le ading
cO o wanll cave ¢ wile to the 8.1, of Cﬂrcg Fawr, The wny is bloc zted

“ie
vith rubbic which they hope to dig ouu in- the ﬂCﬂF futurc,

—id

Our chairmen assisted by Bill Clarke and Gowcon Clissold heas
succo ‘de in ﬁctulng poet the boulder choke in Agpy—=Azey only to
1 ncé the way to.a vast

new systeu blockoed by a scecond cholke,

The Club hos purchascd 120f% longth of synithetic fibre-forming
polycuide 1,0, orgﬂnlc condensation products which contein =
altiplicity of structural units linked in scries by amide or thionmide
¢ groupings,produced by = process of wonufactire in which non-fibre~

forming organic suhsbﬁnccs of lower molecular weight are conviried into
products of such hish wmoleculdar weight as. to. be copable of Dbeing

formed into fllumentu,whlch on cold drawing Torm a truc fibre

structure rocognisable by X-Rey Oerlnﬂtlon.

. In OLhOf horéu we have bought 12 Oft of nylon rope., The nbove .
is tho Boerrd of Trade deffinition for the soe, w

: ' . Glive Joneg, _
«~ Noxt newslcttor w111 be publlshod during January, No weterinl left |
cer for it Hrny thonks to all thosc who hr “ve contributed to nake i
his the biggeot newsletter yet published., s A
: Edltor.

Hon,Seé bb:r; P.I.Vi.Horvey, 157,Coumercinl Ra,, Newport, Mon.
Hon,Trersurer. L., A.Hawes, Corner Ootta#o, Rounton Rd,, ChurchCrookham,
- Bt Ii L“nt S_.
HOH.LulgOL, D.V, Jenkins, Dllmoro, DJffrvn Rd ey Llandrindod Wells, Rads,




