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December, 1956, South Wales Géving Club, hewsletter No,18.

PETROL RATTONING g%

During the period of petrol rationing the cémmittee has decided
on the following measuresi=-

1. Visitors and visiting .clubs wmay now use the headquarters at any time

providingth«t two weeks notice is given to the Hom,Secretary.
I LOLNgL, L = S given R :

2. The last weekend of the wonth shall be a "Club" weekend,

The committee also request that memberé help one another in any way
possible with tramsport during this difficult period,
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Speleo-Botany in South Wales.

The presence of a variety of animals in caves has been recognised
for sowe years and a number of species are known to be peculiar to
-caves, Representatives of many other species are found from time to
time in caves where they have arrived by accident but where they are
mamaging to survive, more or less, successfully. These animals have becn
studied by a number of workers, as is shown by the reference list in
"British Yaving",;1953, Unfortunstely the flora of caves has not attracted
the seme amount of attention, the only British reference found being to
the work of Douglas, 1938, Nor has the bacterial flora of caves been
investigated to any cxtent.

The subjact of the {lora of caves was discussed following a trip
to Ogof ¥Ffynnon ¥du in Junc and it was decided by Miss Kathryn Benson—
Bvans and the suthor( both of the Botany Uopartment, University Collego,
Gardiff) that it was time some systematic investigation of the flora

of caves and their thresh-hold srcas was undertaken. Buring the simmer
& number of trips were madc to caves an the HMellte and Neath Calleys.
The caves visited included Pulpit Hole,; Porth-yr-ogof,Bridge Cave,and-

a number of smaller caves in the Neath-Valley. At each cave plant
listsfor the thresh-hold arcas wcre made and rcadings of light '
intonsities taken. Inside the caves soll and watcer samples were taken
for bactcriologicsl examination and for culturing. for “istoms, Algac
or othoer plants, Scarch was madc for fungi and other plants growing
insidc the caves.

It i3 too early yoit for results to be published, though some
intorecsting findes havce been made, We thought however,; that mewbers of
the Club might be interestced to know that the investigation is being
carricd out. We aclso want to warn mciuwbers that they wmay find odd
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contraptions in caves from time to time and to ask them not to disturb
these contraptions or think that some untidy person has left litter
gbout. We hope to put "traps' (or slides) on which scssile bascteria
end algaec can grow, in pools and strcams in Porth-yr-ogof and in caves
in the Neath Vallcy. They will be clcarly marked and we would be
brateful if cavers would aviod disturbance in the neighbourhood of the
traps, “

This bot@mical survey in additiom to being intercstimg in its
own right, and wc hope, proving of scientific interest in the future,
is providing us with work other than Botany or Bactecriology. In order .
to record the sitcs of finds and samplcs accurate maps of the caves
visited arc rcquircd, which has led to the development of surveying
partics . Plans are now in hand for surveys of various caves starting
with Porth-yr—ogof for comparison with and the completion of the
survey reported by Braithwaite,l938, Another development has been the
addition of a photographer to the team for recording finds in situ.
It may be & hard life being a cave photographer's wmodel as reported
in the Newsletter,Jduly 1856 but being on a trip with a collecting
botanist, a bacteriolégist and a photographer is evem more hazardous,
The hazards sre inereased by the preference of our photographer for
flash-powder, apparently measured out by the handfull

If all goes well, and we survive the activities of our photographer:
we hope that there will be a continustion of this article containing
some results of our work in a future Newsletter,
M, Ann Mason,
References; .
Braithwaite,T. 1938 Caves and Caving Vol.l.
"Porth-yr-ogof and its Neighbours,"
British Caving 1953, Ed, CaH.D.Cullingford,
Douglas E.S. 1938, Caves and Caving Vol.l. page.l42.
"Speleobotany of Wookey Hole, ™

Editor's Note

This very important article is most welcome and it is ho?ed that
all members will help by leaving any slides or "contraptioms" alone,
We are looking forward to future articles and lists of flora,
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Welsh River Names,

The word "banu" (dcrived from the Latin) used to be the domestiec
word in Welsh for plig or porker( cf. Banba or Bambha in Ireland and
Banff in Scotland). In the Arthurisn legends there are accounts of



the muntimg of the wild boal"(Twrch, Prwyth)
"boar end the word 15 often cbteined

munting of the wild Boars In
still iz:. common use for “pig'. I

4 for the name of & river fsﬁm s,

ag ltS w&mwrg. The Afon chh%_j‘. w) % 3 B

The ’wﬁr is aceomla hef in root: e ground for its fooé with
its sncm‘ﬁ. The words Twrch, Banu, Gwys sngt Bwch are thig very sufte
for the names of wild, :ﬁas#;-fm:;“ﬁ rivers that furrow * ’
$hrough earth and stones, .

David Davies,

For the sbove erticle I am_grgtem to e m:;
David Devles whose houwe is in our eavin : &

‘Ynile on the eubject of W siah river pen
note thet thé stroems Nent Lar and Bant Ceil

Cyw. This in English would mean tha‘t tha hen | 16 aéck: ‘xmite to
form the chick, TheSe¢ streams are situated on th& Weﬁﬁ side of Or
and form a tributary of the Giledd, '

The Chelsen sPeleOJ.Ogical Sccietx rezmbrt ifhse& they have fm
a new roof passage. THis is 95 feet in length and it i Ie It
is howovor Inderesting in that there are bat i roppings - thitk
anf that it is the only paSsa,ge which comes in from ths mrt—mm
side, "Guano Passage“ is some « back from the i:amnal bouldér
ROkt

The above has been reprodused %y kind permission of %hﬁ ﬁhelsea
Speleological Society. - Bl

Congratulations
To atu%tions to Bill Clerke end Yonise on ‘%heir regeht marrigge.
We wish them every happiness and good fortune in the future;
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New lenbera,
We welcome the i‘t}llomng Hew members: ~
© My #nd Mrs, B, de Graff. 6;Pei Nopth, Pennorth, Brecon.

Arpeld Jones, Victoria House,High St; Glmath, Glam.
::. Winiamss 4;H01‘1'«h:» Bas Mm g )

mmmn. &wma mm Gﬂﬁ%&&# mamr@ R&., Farmxau. Surrey.

7 ?,D,Le@era, , Lo ,.
Keith Ball m now eiied to We Mﬁ‘& o leaciera for the abmre care.

m mrm'oe:‘a me&m; M m m&m ®now I$ any of the addresses
are imarrec# 1:1 31;9 Tist of todders ok P ond of thlg Newsletter,

M@ tﬁa speciai sway w’f perte 0f the sbmre ocgve is in progress
the leader of the survey,Gordowm Siissold, bas the pormission of the
committee ¢o control or resirdet ail movement of partics in tho area
in vhich he and his tcam ary workimg. Thie is mainly eme to the bulk.v
‘and oxpensive oguipment being nﬁaﬁ. ; , , A

Rosignat!

A i Following hove not pald thely subscriptions thegr
moborahip of the CIul B now sonsidered o bo terminated,

RyHe Clarkes, D.TeLloyds

e omllﬂr #ir and MI‘B..E.,J‘.Mason.
" Me.Houpszhams BeDe Pricés
DeGo.Jelfroyle . Tuln Stephens. ,,,,,
"TV‘RoEOIJaWaWO |

He a&quartergw

Our thenke ste due to the party wnich put in ¢o mouch hard work
pn the roof of *the sotiagde

grgetgm P

The comrdttec trke this opportunity of wishing nll nusmibers of
the Club and ali friends of -the Clud a Very Happy Christmes and a
Prosveroug Hew Yeare
Hon.gmzi;etary.?yiﬂf;ﬁweyawy orel sl ki, Bewpord 3361% e
“ Hon, Traasureryl.. As Hawes,Corner ﬁa%age g Rounton R&, ,erch Orockham,ﬁants.
Hon,EditorsD. W, Jenkine,Dinmore,Dyf¥fryn R4, JLliandtindod Wells,Rads,




| List of %mbersg;lgﬁﬁjl,

Pres ident.

ﬁl‘. aUs I@@m@;@ B‘E’»&;D‘ SC«-QE@G&'&.*E@S

The Natlonal Museum of Wa

'\Tn.ce--l‘-‘ras:Ldeni:sg ; ‘
Brigadier. oAcGl@nnieq c I‘EQ ;D.SQO'Q E ) N .
Seaton House, Shrublands Rd., Beekh,amstead,ﬂerts,
A.HQHill. ESQQ’
Hawley Manor, :Iawley,. Nr.Dartfond.Ken:b.

= RSOV Tgan, Weaﬁ’arods;,at. James' Gdns., Swmsea.
Mr and Mrs. J.Barrows, Y Grithig,Penycae, Swenses Valley.
Dr. A. JeR.Hudson, Mackworth Villa, St.Thomas, Sweansea,
C.,Powell, Rhongyr Uchaf Ferm, Penycse, Swanses Valley.
Yrs.G.Price. Gwyn Arms, Penygaes,¥wenses Valley.

Members

Klexander.J» 96,Rhydypensu R, Wwﬁiﬁf

Andrews,T. 155,Denson Rd., Bexley,Kent,

Ashiell, Ay 63, Stoughton Drive North, Evington Bd, Leiecosten,
Aslette Es. Dre TeB.Clinic, Oourtland *I‘errace, Merthyr Tydfil,Giem,

Ball.T.Ke Bronderi. Ppniel, Gaswean, jd.‘L.a;\';ﬁsan:ill.e1:, Swansea.
BenncttsRelis Be 13,Glamm:fe Park Riles Sicetty, Swaaﬁea.

Benmetts ReLsBe NMrs, 15,‘“_1anmr Par Rd, y Skett o
Bevan J. M;Oeeill%dw

’B@M’de .'“v & ‘Sv 129 ke d’ : 4
Brad»&haw. G ,Alls'gfrings Dr., Gt‘ﬂmood, Nr. Blackburm Tm

Clarke,W.E. %&echwcod Rd ‘UplandS, SWansea,

Clexica, D, Mrs. 23,Boochwood %83, Upjande,SWansca,

. Cliss0ld.Ge Caravan Park Farms, Cwmdarc, Abordarc, Glam.

Clissold,J, Mrs. Ceravan Park Farm,Cwmdare, Aberdarc, Glam,
Colo—~Morgen, Jo A, 48,Baton Crescent, Swanseasa,

CoxXeMeDs 25,Courtway Dr, ,Sueyd Green,ﬁanley,moke-.owxsont,
Grrok.:&A.Dr. The Laurels,‘]?imsburgr Nr, Bath, Soms,.
Gullingford.G.H.D.Rev., Rosemary ae, Fa:.rlight Cove, Hdatxngq Eaooas.

de Graff, By 5,Tai orth,Penmrth, Brecon.

de Graff,V.Mrs, 5.Tai North, Bcnnorth,Brecon.

DavicseJoM, 47,Hool-y-bont, Rhwbina,¥r,Caraiff, '
DemboeB,Me €/0 UeDeCuLtdes PaOoBox.18, Entehbe, Uganda,
Devenish,C,L, Chapel Cottage, Priddy,, Nr,Wells, Soms. o
Dilly.N. 79,4rran St,, Roath, Cardiff,

Dingle.S, 2,Pconylan Terracc, Roath,Cardiff,

Dolphin,P. Qverhill Cotiage,Baton-in~Gordanc, Sons,

Froeman.W,C, ¢/o Navigation Depts, Tochnical Collepe, Cardiff,



Hardwidgc.P.Miss, 15,Heol Vernlas, Whitchupch,Nr,Caprdiff,
Harris,W.G, 18,Groonfiec)d Terrace, Blynncath, Glam,
Hartwelc J.m ns';&a@s“y-dre.; Wa&,ﬁm
HarveyePoleWe 157,Commercial , ,
Hopweyo P B, Mre. 157 ,Commoreial ‘R, , Newport, Mon,

Hawos,L. A.Corner Cottage,Rounton Bd., Ohurch Crookham,Hents,
Hazolton, A. M. A.MisejSoaton House,Shrublande Rd, , Berkhamstcsd,Horts,
Hgzzard, A, Cs <3, Avondale Rd., Gelli,Penire,Rhondde,Glam, -
Howolle, As Iscood,Lendo Forrace,Peubroy,Carms.

- HuntD,. 19:3Pfing St, * ﬁadozxtong m;ﬁ'im

Jofferson.G.Te O,Bhibina Hily, Bwiina, Nr Cepdiff,
Jonkins, D, W, Diniore, Dyffryn Ri., Ijandrdindod Wolls, Rags. ]
Jonkins, M. Mrs. Dinporc,Dyffeyn Rde, Llandrindod Wells,Radal
Jonsse Ae_Vicjoriag Houses High Bie, Glynneath, Glam, ‘
JoncseBeDe Dan-yr—ogok House, Ponycas, Swandca Balley,
Jones, JuCe Victoria House, High St., Glymneath,Glom,
Jonese.Re As 68,Pinc Grovo, Cimls, Hoath, Glam,

KompeD, 17,B0Cmcad Avy, LoTAom.S,Welbs
KoerreHeds 46,Barlow Rd., Lovohshulme, ﬁm&'ﬁestergm.
Kirke Ae 28,Bradley Green Rd., Hyde,Cheshire, |

Leggett.R,M.Mian, 47,Belgrava R, , Westminster, London,W.l.
Leymens JoCe 36,Mary St,, NeathGlame o -
Little,W.He 29,Wrelkin Rd., Sufton doldfield, Wares,

Masone A.Migs, Apsley, Darwen Bd,, Gynooed, Cardiff,
Hills.WeBsHathaway, ’3‘10’00;’1& : Rd.gnandrinaod Wells, Radsy
doore,yCs 1,010 Greccont, Bleokplll,Swensea, =
MorgeneF, 33, aven Rd, , mcetg.f!wnnsea. -

Nixomel, Garner Gottage, Goudem Mordem, Mr.Roys on, Herts,

Paddocke.N.Le 19,8utherland Rd,, CGoldthorn Park, Wolverhampton,
Page,G:.Ve. 148,81ixth Cross Rd., Twickenham, Middx,
Palmer.R., Drosdon House, Monmouthe

Parkes. & Nra, The Granges Thornbury, Glos, T
Pearee.R.A.J.Br.$,RodWel"l ﬁall TroWbridhe, Wiltso v '
- Phillips.B,C.L, Q00lgreanys Mﬁpaﬁ, Newporty Mon, B Warce,
PlattsJeKe GaE,C.Hall of Residenoe, Castle Bromich M]ﬁ?&aﬂe Bromich,
PricesA,0.Dre. Brockley Q(reen, Orofton Park, London,S,H, ' |
Pricee Ashford.We Ynyswen,Penygedy 8wemssa Valley, o

ReiltonsCeL., 12,Choster Road North,BSutton Coldficld,Warce,
Railton,M,Mrs, 12,Chester Road North, Sutton Coldfield, Weres,

Round T,N, 25,Shaftsbury Rd., Wednesbury, Staffs,



Senders,G. Delfryn,Twyn-y-bedw Rd, s Clydach,Swehsea,
Sherpley.W, 38,Hitherfield Rd., Streatham,London.S.W.16,
Smith R, 98,Stanwell Rd., Ponerth,Cardiff,

Teylor.M.C, Ballaclaogue,Acl-y-bryn Rd,,Cockett,Swamsea,
Paylor.E.Miss, Ballaclaguc,Ael-y-Bryn Rd.,Cockett,Swanseas
Taylor,M.Miss, BiilaclagucsAel-y-brym Rd,, Cockett,Swanseas
Thomos,Ge0e 5,Fermville Rd., Splott, Cardiff,

Thoupson, D, Bourne #ill Cottiage, Guildford Rd.; Farnham, Surrey.
Tratman, E«KeProf. Penrosc Cottage, Burringtom, Nr,Bristol.
Trumen. Je 206,St.Margarcts Rd., St.Margarets—-on-Thames, Middx,

Underwood, Te Ae 12,Harris Terrace, Penrhiweeiber, Glam,
Lancs,
Wallis.Re Briarcroft, Marlborough Crescent, Letchford,W.0. Warrington,
Wolters,D.Hes Police Station, Llandrindod Wells, Rads,
Webley,D.Pe 39,Hecol Isaf, Radyr, Cordiff,
Williams,L. 4,North Road, Brecon.
Willisws.DsRe 11,Tylc Teg, Burry Port, Carms.
Willis, DeA. 25, Chauberlain St., Wells, Soms,
Vood.ReG. 2,Penylen Terrace, Roath, Cardiff,
Worthington,K«W.Le 41;Grecnwood House, Longsight, Manchester,






