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1. CLUB NEWS | o
'Obituary

Members will be sorry to hear of the sad and untimely deasth of Don Coase
on January 31st. Don was an active member of the South Wales Caving Club for
meny years and his exploratory work in Ogof Ffynnon Ddu and Llethrid will always
be remembored. Though & "tiger" in his climbing exploits, Don was ever ready to
be patient and helpful to newcomers to our sport. ..-As a companion and friend he
was always popular and'his cheerful ménner and fund of good stories ensured many
happy o¥enings at the Gwyn and our headquarters,

- 411 members of the Club will join in sendlng our sympsthy to his family.
Hon. Secretary.

VISIT OF M. NORBERT CASTERET TO CARDIFF
On danu.ary 11th, last, the celebrated French speleologist M. Norbert
Casteret gave a lecture on "Pierre St, Martin', the second deepest known cave
system in the world, at the Reardon-Smith Lecture Theatre, Cardiff. Speaking
in French, with resumes in English by the French Consul, M. Casteret described the
discovery by Georges Lepineux, and the subsequent exploration of this enormous cavern.
The lecture eoncluded with the showing of an excellent film, which despite
the technical limitations of film-meking in such surroundings, was able to stir
the spectators imagination to give an impression of what remained unscen to the eye.
The entrance to Pierre St. Martin is at the bottom of a large shakehole,
through a 'window' barely large enough to admit the average caver. So don't
be too discouraged - that rabbit burrow you passed by last week might yet give
Seuth Wales the deepest 'pot' in the country, even though for sheer volume we shall
probably never find anything to rival the holes found overseas.

NEW MEMBERS .
We weleome the following New Members to the Club:~
D.F. Dilly, . 53, Emery Street, Walsall, Staffs.
G.C. BEvans, The Prince Alfred, Raglan Road Plumstead, London. S. E. 18,
G.T, Warwick, 60, Spring Lane, Erdington, Blrmlngham 24, ‘

CHANGE OF ADDRESS :

Miss. S. Bowden Lyle, 51, Coronation Road, Bristol 3.

K.W.L. Worthington, 3, Ashbrook Close, Denton, Nr, Manchester,
D.&. Willis, 15, Hooper Avenue, Wells, Somerset.

OGOF FFYNNON DDU Lil:DERS

The following members have been elected to the leaders list:-
Bob Gregory, Don Thompson, Tom Andrews and Gwyn Evans.

The Column, Ogof Ffynnon bdu. P.I.W. Harvey.



VISITING CLUBS

Westminster Speleological Group. May 2nd. ~ May 4th.
Hereford Caving Club. September 14th.
Shepton Mallet Caving Club. October 3rd. - October 5th,

10th, ANNIVERSARY PUBLICATION

Members are reminded that further copies are now available to all comers
2t a price of 7/6d. per copy. No spelunker's library is complete without a copy
of this valuable book - and, by the way, your local library may be interested in
purchaesing a copy, too. Helpful work by members may ensble us to make a second
printing, with consequent financial assistance to the Club.

WESTMINSTER SPELEQLOGICAL GROUP ,

. The W.S.G. has kindly extended an invitation, through its Secretary, to
any S.W.C.C. members who happen to be in London on the firat Tuesday of each month,
to attend W.S5.G. meetings, which are held in the Music Room of the 4Abbey Community
Centre, Horsham Street, London S.W.1. ‘ :

NEW BOOKS
'Wilderness Under The Earth' by Herbert Franke.
. Published Lutterworth. Price 18/- (4pprox.) Illustrated.
"World Of Caves' by 4Anton Lubke.
Published Weidenfeld & Nicholson. Price 30/- 304 pages - Illustrated.

2. BOULDER SERIES OGOF FFYNNON DDU

Eleven years ago the silence of Boulder Chamber was first disturbed,
and ever since the choke has defied the many attempts to discover what lay beyond.

. One evening whilst pleasantly armehair caving with Clive Jones our con-
versation turned to this problem, Former parties had attacked the left hand side
of the choke, the many spaces in the centre and the right hand floor of Boulder
Chamber, but without success. Little attempt had been made to dig in the right
hand boulders, and we thought that if the boulders fell from the Starlight Chamber
direction there should be larger recesses on the the right and the most promising
place to dig. On the 22nd. September last we studied the choke and found a recess
which would give us a protective roof and wall.

On the 28th. September, accompenied by a strong working party, very good
progress was made but we soon lost the protective roof. In a short time the .
tunnel became unstable and the appropriate name of 'Hush Tunnel' was given to it.
The following weckend a small spzce in the left floor was pressed but this failed
to produce the way on. A4 further eight feet was excavated but unfortunately the
weekend finished with two feet less than when we had started. This seemed to be



the general pattern of the dig for several weekends, the disging perties being ‘
forced to sesk the safety of Boulder Chamber when several loud rumblings of
collapsing boulders could be heard somewhere deep shead in the choke. The loca-
tion of these collapses has never been discovercd. During the digging on the
7th. October we could hear rubble falling into what appeared to be a large
space below our beulder floor, so we dug in that direction and uncoversed, in the
meantime, two solution tubes in a solid right hand wall. Shortly afterwards
we were able to peer into what seemed to be a small boulder chamber with only
a lsrge boulder preventing us entering. This was soon chemically removed, but
a further boulder fall took its place. The time to leave was overdue but the
temptation to avoid waiting a fortnight to know what lay beyond was too great,
and we set to with renewed vigour. The new fall was cleared in record time,
but for a large boulder which wc removed after rather a strenuwous effort, not
wishing to make the samé mistake twice. The wuy lay open and we dropped ten feet
into a small boulder chamber down a short boulder slope into a fair sized passage
entrance. Beyond, our exploration was curtailed by a deep pool which appeared to
be a complete sump, and a small aven which when climbed led to the solution holes
previously mentioned. A small trickle of water found its way into the pool, but
scolloping showed the main direction of flow was out into the boulders to .
Boulder Chamber. :
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On the 3rd. November during a high flood we managed to get to Boulder
Chamber where we found the chamber, now known as Hush Chamber, completely filled
with water, which in the height of the flood had been flowing through Hush Tunnel.
Further exploration that day was out of the question, but we had found proof that
- the flood water in Boulder Chamber came from Hush Sump.

In the hope that & way on could be found beyond Bush Sump we took in a

dinghy the following weekend, but in spite of a soaking it was to no avail,
Out attention was centred on the boulders once more, but there appeared to be no
obvious place to dig, so we tunnelled towards the slight sound of water falling in
the»boulders. Thls turned out to be g mere trickle but the tumnel led us to a
s0lid wall bearing slightly right, in which direction we concentrated our efforts.
The end of the weekend saw almost double the distance of Hush Tumnel excavated
and a glimpse of what appesred to be a small chamber in solid rock with one boulder
holding up our progress. Unfortunately our weekend efforts had tired us and we
were left to dream for a week. At last the week passed and & small party was
again in the boulders. The problem to pass the one blocking boulder seemed
impossible at first, but a few boulders which we thought were key stones holding
up a large boulder plle were gently removed with a lump hammer and the way lay open.
We were rewerded, not with a small chamber, but a large passage which seemed, at
last, to be the way into 0.F.D.2. This led us to a junction of three passages.
The flrst and largest we followed down dip (Dip Passage) to a pot (Pot Sump) the
bottom of which was completely filled with water. Under the water we could discern
two submerged passages of fairly large dimensions. Dip Passege led us around a
shallow pool and finally to a large pool in the centre of which we could see a

~oded pot hole which presumably led, via the submerged passage, to Pot Sump, and
theﬁ Hush Sump. The water wus too deep to wade so we turned our attention to the
other passages. The one leading forward in the direction of the dig unfortunately
led us to a stalled boulder choke where we felt a slight draught from a small choked
solution hole. The remaining passsge we climbed at a steep angle upwards in the
direction of Starlight Chamber. The floor was covered in sand like that found in
the Starlight Chamber Pit. The top of this passage was blocked with boulders but
took a good draught. So ended our exploration, just when we felt we had found the
way into the unknown system of 0.F.D. The dinghy was, once more, put into use and
the slight hum of water in Dip Sump investigated, but with negative results and no
air space found. The following weekend in low water conditions we heard a definite
roar of the stream, but unfortunately we had'nt the dinghy so the problem of what
lies beyond Dip Sump remains unsolved. It is almost certain that in drought con-
ditions there is an air space above Dip Sump, but whether it is sufficient to allow
penetration has yet to be discovered.

There seemed little more to do in the passage so we tried the boulders
at the junction. A4 few boulders were removed and a connection made with a previous
dig in the right hand passage leading from the Boulder Chamber mud sump passage.
We paid a visit to the Boulder Series during a 2ft. over the step flood, to study
the flood conditions. Hush Chamber was flooded to a depth of 8ft. so we had to try
the alternative route. This we found was less comfortable than the Hush Tunnel route
and decidedly more dangerous. How very easy it would have been for the originsal
diggers to have found the Boulder Series; there was hardly anything to stop a
stra.ght crawl through to the junction. Pot Sump was flooded to ebout 8ft. over
normal and as far as could be estimated so also was Dip Sump., Fortunately the
water fell about 6ft. in the Sumps in 4 hours and the escape route was not required
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for the return trip; the water over the step was then 10",

Digging in the stalled boulder choked passage has produced one of the
best draughts in O.F.D and a good indication in which direction to concentrate our
future efforts. Partics hzve also worked in the sand passage and fair pr ogress
“has been made,

The possibilites of resching a further extension of O.F.D. seem very
promising and a really concentrated c¢ffort will, I'm sure, bear results. I thank
the meny mewbers for the great help they have given in the discovery of the Boulder
Series .

Gordon L. Clissold.

3, A ‘DRAUGHT No/2.

Since W.H.Little's article (C.R.G. Trans Vol.Z.‘pps.259~> on the airflow in
0.F.D. it has become transparently obvicus that draughts are significant pointers to
the caves beyond. To justify this claim I would indicate the discovery of Tunnel
Cave, and the 3,6 mile extension of Pant Canol. (O.F.D.)

The new extension of the Boulder series in 0.F.D. lacked this fund=mental
indicator, for nowhere in the series prior to the end of December was there a localised
drawght. ’

Gordon €lissold and his helpers had been digging at the end of a passage in
stalled boulders without much success. This was the situation when Bill Little,
Brian Fenn, and I went in to have a look around and to do some dioging. Having
decided that the previously dug site, althou.h draughtless was probably the best
place to dig we set to work. Hewing no Chemical assistance we progressed slowly
ettacking stalled up blocks ahead of us. At first we ignored the persistent
"drip-drip" of mud which fell from above and to our left. But soon we had 4o abandon
our efforts on the stalled up boulders and just as enthusiasm was wa:ning we were
joined by &rnold Jones and W. Harris, who attacked the "mud~boulder! mixture-with

enthusiasm.

The dig was now progressing upwards sbove the digger and due to the watery
nature of the mud, the force of gravity, end the slope of the p:ssage it rapidly
turned into & self operating dig. The Passzsge was repidly developing into an ankle
deepmudbzth end meny digging implements were used as paddles to assist the mixture
on its way to pot sump. :

sf¥er two hours of digging everyone in the party could be described as muddy!
Enthusizsm once more started to wahe, the passage waes "fuggy" and "clammy" uzni every-
one wes miserably wet and muddy. But I had just filled my lamp and just for sheer
cussedness sake I decided to take another look at the mud wall at which everyone had
decided to "ezll it a day". The mud wall was some six feet high and about three
feet above me. Absentmindedly I =attacked the base of the wall with a crow-bar
thinking if I undermined it, it would collapse, not thinking upon what it would collapse
It did, upon me!

Once more I became the "sbominasble mud-man," After digging myself out and
extracting my helmet lamp and spectacles from their respective balls of mud I was



delighted and excited to notice that the fug had cleared.

As quickly as I could with my "mud- ceked " hands and soggy equipment
I got my helmet and lamp in good order and rejoined the others who by now had cleared
out my mud funmel and were forcing themselves in turn into a small chamber at the
foot of a boulder pile. The most important fact now being that there was an
appreciable draught which chilled our soaked bodies and bent our acetylene flames.

The draught continued upwards into the boulders which formed two sides of
the chamber and with this interesting observation we left the cave with provocative
and excited discussion of 0.F:D. 2.

Noel Dilly.

4. TAF FAWR CLVES, CEFN COED

On the Saturday of Whitsun weekend last year, Les Hawes, Glyn Thomas and
I wvisited some caves on the Taf Fawr just outside Merthyr. This was a completely -
new area for us and we were taken there by Glyn who had heard of it from local people.

To get there take the Brecon road from Merthyr. Take the first left turn
just before the railway bridge, approx 2 wiles from Merthyr. Follow this road for
ile until it crosses the Taf Fawr beneath a railway viaduct. Follow up river.
to a rocky pool which is known as Pwll Taf. The caves are on the right going upstream
just past this pool. The entrance is approx. on the 700' contour and the area is
covered by the 154 - 1" and the 45SE - 6" 0.S. Maps. MAP. REF. 32/027081.

Above this pool the sides of the valley, steep, earthy and tree covered
until now, become vertical and rocky. The top beds of the pale, almost Dolomitic
looking limestone, sre exposed and show soln. tubes and remnants of cave passage
along the length of the gorge. There are several small sinks along the highest
reaches of the gorge but the main sinks are in front of the two caves of any length.

The first cave has a wide long bedding plane entrance. It is formed in
the top bed of limestone and so has a flat grit roof which appears 1o be quite
safe and shows no signs of shedding.

The bedding plane is completely blocked by tree trunks, branches and
other debris but a passage on the right by-passes this and leads into the stream
These entrance passages were infested by flies from the rotting trees. Unfortunately
our visit coineided with the mating season (theirs not ours) but the insects did
not seem at all perturbed by our presence. The stream passage, about 4ft. high and
‘not much wider, wanders with very little gradient for 50ft. and then ends in a
shallow, low roofed pool which proved to be a sump., The main branch passage proved
to be & dry and more comfortsble route to the sump. The only other passage of
note leads back towards the entrance. It carries a small tributary stream and has
a seperate entrance a few feet from the main one.

Fifty feet upstream is the second cave. The entrance is 4ft. square and

12¥t. above the river. It is partislly obscured by trees and by the boulder pile
in front of it.  About 12ft. in there is a short climb down to stream level. The
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stream passage here is approx. 6ft. high and 8ft. wide, but a large upper series has
collapsed in on the left rewealing a large grit chamber. " .Like most grit holes

the only limestone is beneath the rubble on the floor. The stream passage meanders
for 35ft. then runs into a pool. From this pool & canal like passage carries the
water., It is sbout 6ft. high and 5ft. wide with a silt floor and it!zxuns quite
straight, sloping down steadily into the water. At first it is only one foot deep
sloping until at 50ft. in it is 6ft. deep and seals the passage. The walls and
roof of this passage are covered with fine, wet mud indicating frequent and recent
flooding. There is one side passage to this canszl but this is small and appears

to be an ox~-bow. This cave is formed in lower beds than the other and the grit
roof only occurs in the upper series.

In drought the canal passage cen no doubt be penetrated further but the

"most likely and practical place to attempt to find an extension is in the upper chamber.
Here, as usual in such holes the roof has collapsed as the span becume too great.

The collapsed boulders have taken up the space of the chambér proper. Thus the way

on is slightly below the present floor level. It is reasonable to suppose and to

hope that the continuation of this upper series is more modest in width than its
begining and therefore to hope that it is not collepsed.

It secems to be a habit for these passages to follow the dip and go below
the water table almost =t once. I have no doubt that an upper series if found would
do just that, but the older series would be interesting and probably allow us to
penetrate deeper than its younger counterpart.

The water from these two caves and from the smaller sinks upstream must
combine and, without the underground drainage it must receive, would constitute a
rising lareer than Ffynhon Ddu. I khow!of no such rising in the area apd it is.more
prcbable that it appears as an annoyance or hazard in the Merthyr coalfields.

' John Hartwel.

' DISCOVERY AT CASWELL
- "HATL, avp° FARENELL"

After the 6xceptlonally hedvy rains of October 1957, we happened to visit
the old pumping station at Caswell Bay in Gower (on the righthand side of the bay).
This is. the_spot where the bulldlng was erected over a stresm which continually flows
from the cliffs and which now escapes from below the walls of the dereliet building.

To our surprise we saw that a.considerable amount of water was pcuring
down to the sands from a mass of fallen rocks whlch litters the beach to the right
of. tﬂe headland, It was welling up through them in force - forming, indeed, quite
a cataract - and was obviously a. rarely used overflow outlet for water which must
uormally have been able to flow from the old exit into the pumphouse.,, :

B Wb busily set to. work. dt once and were zble to clear away quantltles of
rocks. Below them was a thick dep081t of silty clay which must have been laid down
by the stream over a ldng periocd.  Soon it was possible to see that the Water was
flowing from a waterfilled cavity four feet deep.
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On successive weekends we continued the dig and eventually found - as
the level of the water gradually subsided ~ that thers was an apprecizble entrance
leading back under the cliff. It was still filled almost to the roof with water
but dropping stendily. Probing indicuted that thore wes about five feet of depth
below the roof at a steep angle. It all seemed most promising.

In the meintime we had also been poking zround in the cliff face fifteen
feet above znd within a few minutes had uncovered a very steeply descending passage
down which stones could be dropped to land in water below - tresumably the actual stream.

A cortain amount of cleuring was necessary before it could be entered and
two large boulders wer: satisfuctorily manoeuvered into less inconvenient positions.
Ahead, wedged in the roof, was a small rock which prevented our seeing upwards.
Using a laéng crowbar we were able to lever it to let it fall below, To our delight
it could now be seen that there was a passage beycnd twelve feet or more in height
and three feet wide. It led back into the cliff.

Then suddenly end without any warning one hell of a rockfall occurred.
The small rock must have been the keystone of e lurge muss of fellen boulders and
dislodging it =allowed all to hurtle down. A nasty experience and one which might
have been serious,

411 the limestone in the vicinity was very bedly weathered and after this
contretemps we thought it well to have a closer look at the streum passage below.
4t first sight this had appeared to heve a solid rock roof but this, too, after a
thorough probing with the crowber gently slid down into the streambed!

With great reluctance we decided th:=t the site was too dangerous to warrent
further explorstion and both entrunces were oblitersted with the many rocks which we
had with so much effort nccumulated. 4 maddening experience. Had the openings
we found been too small to penetrate it would not hive been quite so bad, but to
find @ pess:ge with plenty of room and not be able to explore it.e....... Well,
that indeed was 'cruel 'ard'. )

The Taylors.

6. PCETS CORNER

Charles Freeman sends us the following verses, which he memorised ffom
the "Manchester Guardian" shortly after the war.

How diverse men's choice of pleasure
As applicd to hours of leisure:

There are those who only treasure,
Seagide joys a8 ones of worth.

Some are &1l for mountaincering:
Others find the plains more cheering:
While some plump for disappearing

In the bowels of the eazrth.



That's a choice which strikes the critic
4g distinelly tregleditic,

Harking back to duys mephitic

When the blitzes buzzed crcund.

When sc many, helter-skelter,

Had to seek the air-raid shelter,

Where they lenrned to sit and swelter
In a refuge underground!

And so we gage with awe and wonder
On the folk who dive down under

Now the guns no lenger thunder

And the warning sirens cease.

Not for them mere surface strelling:
They find darkness more consoling,
and prefer to go potholing

In these piping days of peace!

Don't denounce their choice as dreary -
They regard it as most cheery,

But it does suggest a query,

Can you find a guainter soul,

Search from Knaresboro! to the Dnicster,
Than the undergrcund beanfeaster,

Who prefers to spend his Easter,

Dewn & dauip and devious hole!

"LucIon

(Reproduced by kind permission of the Manchester Guardian.)

Don't forget the 4nnual General Meetlng Easter Sunday 6th. April
in the Gwyn Arms at 7.30p.m.
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Leyman. J.C. 36,‘Mary Street, Neath, Glam. :
Little. W.H. 29, Wrekin Road,-Sutton_Coldfield, Wares.

Mallory. L.h. Mrs. 1030, 83rd. Street, Brooklyn 28, New York, U.S.A.
Mills. W.B. Druid House, Middleton Street Llandrlndod Wells, Reds.
Moore. D.C. 1, Glyn Crescent, Bl@ckplll Swansea.

Morgan. F. . 35, Dunraven Roasd, Sketty, Swansea.

Myers. J.0. 11, Thorn Lane, Haworth‘Road, Bradford.9.

Nobel. J.L. Miss. 2, The Crescent, Crookham Village, nr. Aldershot, Hants.
Nutt. M.S. Miss, ll6a, Rookery Roau Handsworth Birmingham 21,
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Paddock. N.L. 19, Sutherland Ro.d, Goldthorn Park, Wolverhampton.

Page. G.V. 148, Sixth Cross Road, Twickerham, Middx.

Porkes. J.G. Mr., & Mrs. The Grange, Thormbury, Glos.

Palmer. R. Moat house, Hereford Road, Monmouth.

Phillips. S.C.L. Coolgreany, Malpas, Newport, Mon.

Pecarce. R.4.J. Dr. 3, Hodwell Hell, Trowbridge, Wilts.

Powell. R.M. 92, Edwards Road, Erdington, Birmingham 24.

Platt. J.K. G,E.C. Hall of Residerce, Castle Bromwich Hall, Castle Bromwich,
Price. 4.C. Dr. Brockley Green, Croften Park, London. S.E.4. Warks.
Price. Ashford, W. Abercrave House, ibercrave, Swansea Valley.

Railton. C.L. Mr. & Mrs. 12, Chester Road,North, Sutton Coldfield, Warcs.
Round. T.N. 25, Shaftsbury Road, Wednssbury, Staffs.

Sanders. G. Kutcomba, 01d Road, Birchgrove, Swansea,

Sharpley. W. 111, Trinity Road, Edinburgh 5. Scotland.

Smith D.W. 75, Gooding Avenue, Braunstone, Leicestor.

Smith R, 98, Stanwell Road, Penazrth, Glam,

Steyhens, W.R. 28, Haorriet Street, Trecynon, Aberdare, Glam,
Taylor. M, Ballaclague, fel-y-Bryn Road, Cockett, Swansea.

Teylor E.Miss. & Taylor M, Miss. Ballaclague, Ael-y-Bryn Rd., Cockett, Swansea
Thompson. D. 42, Pewley Way, Guildford Surrey.

Thomas. D.L. 14, Beechwood Road, Uplands, Swansea.

Thomas. G.0. 6 Villiers Road, immanford,. Carms.

Timberlake, C. 221, Bwlch Road, Fairwzter, Cardiff.

Tratman. B.K. Prof. Penrose Cottage, Burrington, Nr. Bristol.
Trumen. J. 206, St Margarets Road, St.Margarets- on-Thames. Middx.

Wales. R. 10, Linkfield Lane, Kedhill, Surrey.

Walters. D.H. Welstead, Severnside, Newtown, Mont.

Warwick. G.T. 60, Spring Lane, Erdington, Birmingham, 24.
Webley. D.P. 39, Hecl Isaf, Radyr, Glam,

Williams. 4. Mrs., 207, Cathedral Road, Cardiff,

Williams.L. Emigrated to Rhodesia. Letters ete. c/o Hon. Ed.
Williams D.R. 11, Tyle Teg, Burry Port, Carms.

Williams. R. Dr. 207, Cathedral Road, Cardiff.

Willis D.&. 15, Hooper Avenue, Wells Scmesrsct.

Wood. R.G. 2, Penylan Terrace, Roath, Cardiff.

Worthington. K.W.L. 3, sshbrook Close, Denton, Nr. Manchester.

Hon. Secretary........D. Jenkins, Dinmore, Dyffryn Rd., Llandrindod Wells, Rads.

Hon. Treasurer........L.A. Hawes, 26a. Kings Rd., Fleet, Hants.

Hon. Editor....e.e....B. de Graaf, 5, Tai-north, Pennorth, Brecun.

C.K.0. & Tackle..o.s..G.L. Clissold, Caraven, c¢/o Plasnewydd, Llwdcoed, Aberdare, Glam.

Manager
April 1958,






