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COLIN HILL

Many long standing members will be sad to hear of the death
of Colin on 10th October 19&0.

Colin was cne of our first members and served as Treasurer
during the early 1950's. Although his membership lapsed after a
move from Cardiff to Bakewell, many members have maintained
contact with him.

He leaves a widow, Ivy., to whom we extend cur sympathy.

Bill Little.

DONATTION

Following the deaths of David Gough and John Fittcen in
Ogoef Ffynnon Ddu on 2nd December 1979, Brian Jopling has recently
received a letter from Mrs.Fitton, John's mcther.

In the letter, Mrs.Fitton apclogised for not writing sconer,
this being due to the death cf her husband during the year.
Enclosed with the letter was a cheque for £240 being a denation
of £200 frcm Mr. and Mrs.Fitton, and £40 from John's collieagues
at Lucas Girling.

The Club wishes to thank all those involved for the

donations and also to extend to Mrs.Fitton its sympathy and regret
at this sad and untimely seccnd loss.

Dave Edwards.



TWLL GWYNT OBR - THE STORY S0 FAR

From Cwm Dwr to the Engine House the boundary wall of the
reserve lies between two dry valleys. In 1976, 3,000 gallons of
water and dyve were ﬁﬁﬁ@@d into two dry shakehcles in the valley
between the wall and Hokb's guarry. The dye tests proved that

i

s way into OFD from this area. Apart from ' Gents
known passage between Hokb's quarry and the tramw
sage could be found in this area then it mavy b

4

’d the nature reserve bevond its pregent bo

Early in 1979, Bok Marsh and I decided to dig one of these
shakeholes. We failed to recognise the two tested shakeholes so
we dug at the first one that locked likely. True to form I set
Bok to work. It was a cold day so I wandered off leaving Bob
searching for glory. A couple of yards down the valley I spotted
what I thought was a limestone block. A quick inspection showed
that the block was the edge of a fluted shaft. Reccvering Bob we
soon exposed the edge of the shaft and discovered a strong draft.
The draft was not only strong, it was also cold and this gave us
a name for the dig, Twll Gwynt Oer - Cold Wind Hole.

Soen, bare hands were not encugh so we returned to Penwyllt
for digging tocls. How soon the rumour of a ‘'‘possible' spreads.
We returned with treble cur number and the dig began to take
The shaft was eye-shaped and filled with sandstone blocks an
and the NE side was loose. Digging was easy and only one ban
needed. Bruce was there. The fuse took so long to lig ;t that
threatened to throw the boulder at Foster but he had to be sc¢
with the +two halves. At ~7ft the dig had to be timbered as t©
loocse end kept running in; 'Cave Rescue Officer swallowed by hi:
own hole! as the Sun would have had it! A few feet deeper and a
rift was exposed from which issued the sound of a stream. How
close it sounded! 30ft deeper the hole had turned into an aven
and measured some 12ft by 5ft at the bottom.

The decision had been made to take out all of the f£ill and
not to ‘rathole'., At -35ft a breakthrough was made at the NE end,
the day after I had to leave! A rift controlled stream passage
was entered which ran for abocut 80ft to a choke. The stream is
about the size of Salubrious in normal conditions and it vanisl
into a bedding plane at the base of the £ill which was toc tig
to follow. It now remained to dig out the SW end.

Many members and vgn~membcvs helped tDZOUQ§CUt the dig. Peter
Harvey visited us and Clive Jones gave us all a fright by saying
that it would ‘gct, but we pe rsev: red ﬂonethele s, Laurie tock a
rest from building and helped with the digging; after all, we had
pinched his scaffolding, buckets and best gpades. Mind you, he
3id spend some time hauling before he trusted our timberingi T
returned a couple of days later, in time for the breakthrough
the SW end.

We dropped taking ©
which reappsared om the bed
rift became : s met as
turned 90 4 would b
Cwm Dwr. ol There
Mick and out pas
diggers ¢



By the time we reached the surface I had convinced mvself
that the sump would be short and soon passed. Dye was im»r@’uceu
and gave a positive result at Cwm Dwr upstream choke, at least we
had proved the source of 90%, if not all, of the Cwm Dwr Streamnm.

Martyn dived the sump after digging his way in with his feet.
sam and T sat and watched his bubbles break the surface. After a
d

few minutes the bubbles stopped. "He's drowned®, I sai o,
said Sam, "The bastarq s throughl®™ We were both wrong. The sump

had tur neé left, running back on the cave about 35ft to an air-

space with no way on and then to a vertical rift with no air
depth. We portered Martyn's bottL out {it was abcut the size of
a 'Sparklets! bulb) feeling more than a little pissed off.

To be continued...e.c.- Brian Jopling.

STRUCTURAL GEQLOGY AND CAVE FORMING PROCESSES

s

The guestion of the 6*ubrib tion of cave passages in relation
to the major structural elements is one which has puzzled a
number of people over the pas+ years and aaotder which has come
+to the fore even more recently, is the relationship between the
average direction of cave passages and the average trend of
fractures, be they faults or joints.

o

First of all it is worthwhile defining the terms with which
the rest of this article will deal.

JOINTS - are vertical, inclined cor horizontal p
Which are found in almost all rocks. In stratified rocks such as
are found in our area, the joints are more or 1 i

to the planes of bedding but nct exclusively so

Joint Sets - are those that occur systematically in one series
and are parallel in dip and strike.

1o}

o

Joint Systems - if two or more joints can be recognised which
commonly intersect at a more or less constant angle, these can be
referred to as jolnt systems.

FAULTS - in distinction, are Fract ires along which the rocks on
one side have been displaced relatively to those on the other.
The vertical displacement is called the *throw' of the fault, the

side of the fault on which the relative movement of the rocks is
downward is called the 'downthrow' side while the cther is the
‘upthrow! side.

Az with anv pla Jjoints and faults can be
desgcribed in space i strike and the faults can
he characterised by where the dip of the
fault plane is towar nd *reversed’ or ‘thrust?
faults where the dip pvnzow Vertical faults are
obvious. Where fault horizontal movement, they
are called ‘wrench’

Both Joints and faults are believed
in response to ! rmative stress patte

hase and., ass 1 one phége O
ffected the r be possible
ed stresg lieg cf the

lilowance fact that a
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although joints a

fode

relative movement on eithe de

cften some relative mcovern albel
Roberts (1966) will even it t©
Similarly, very small ale faults
millimetre dimensions. Quite often
and jo?nts is a quecblcs of gre
to classify them simply as fractu
be uﬁr@c~caismble to the unaided

una
microsceopic examination wher
millimetre level &ffECuiB@

The subdivision of folids 1
would imagine, clear to most member
of such a fold is not horizontal
whatever direction.

us have &
© between

Having then, I hope.
lock at what @cupTe have w1

these structures and caves.
HISTCRICAL One of the first people to do any modern, scientif
work on the caves in the area was Glennie (1948 and 1920). Alt gh
the work was concerned mainly with showing how the Entrance Series
in Ogof Ffynnen DAu was confined to a limited number of beds, he
nevertheless made several observations cn the relationship between
the fracture pattern and the direction cf cave passages. His
general conclusion was that cave passages were controlled very
much by the joint direction which he concluded to be ar orthogenal
set {mutual?y at right angles), and that not 1y did faults not
play much of a part, but were instrumental in actually reducing
the freguency of cave passages in the vicinity of *The Fault®.
Now this occurred before the findincg of the higher level Fault
Series {Little 1962) and it is alsc true that there are many mcre
faults in the Entrance Series than were recognised by Glennie,
but more of this later.
The next to paddle in these muddy waters was Ball who, in 1962,
observed that there was a surprising degree of uniformity in
joint patterns over the wheole of the North Crop, from the Tawe
valley to Agen allwedd, and that cave passages tended to show a
preference for development along fractures which were sub-parallel
to the dip, and those which aj d most closely to iue strike.
One of the udieg of the joint pattern
on the North Croj efforts of Roberts (196€).
Although his study ering the outcrop from
the Nedd Fechan to sions are nevertheless
relevant to 11y section dealing
with the rela s. Roberts wasg
able to_recc 290%, 2707, 240°
and 2107 in | S—-2 zone, N
reported that ~f 3307,2707,
240 and 21 elationship
between the e area and,
furthermore related
jeint trend erm 2,
at least in
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Weaver (1975) is immeterial. ; the an line 1g filled
with 0ld Red Sandstone rocks which are impermes . ITf one can
imagine & time when the Tawe Va did nct exi or at least
when the flioor of the wvalley was much higher than now, then i+

is possible that the ground water level was controlled as much by
this impervious anticlinal cocre as by a high level rising. Water
entering the cave system wculd descend the long dip slopes fren
the north and, meeting the water table, form passages at this
level. (See Fig.4). This is in accord with the water table stream
theory of Swinnerton. If this is so, gn level passages could
alsc exist extendinc south and scuth- L of the presently krnown
limits of the cave.

v) We have at least two approximately N-3 trendinc fault sets in
the area. The early set is not very abundant but it, and the
parallel jointing, appear to be of great impcrtance as a control
to cave passage direction. The later fault gset, which is far more
abundant, does control scme cave passacges kut its parallel join
is less important as a cave control.

Very tentatively, it is concluded that in the structural
history of the area the N-S trending faults, at least in the Ogof
FLY&?CQ Ddu area, are related in time to the broad N-3S plunging
anticlines. The anticlinal fclding has resulted in the cpening ug

cf the early formed joint and fault sets, with & conse

in the permeability of the limestone and i
where the keds are favocurable

0]
W
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ink, uszng a -
August 1980
Stn.No. Stn.N.G. R. Stn.Altitude Statlon;De rlptlon
m, T, : -

1541 1339.518 ¢ 1113.8%Steel ubc in ﬂon@xéte, SCm 0o/D
liﬁ26m;f om SE corner cf club
tuilding. Height checked from
2.0.8., pench-marks.

2 8575 1560 [339.042 1 1112.33|Cwm Dwr Quarry Cave, chiselled
arrow on concrete entrance sil l,
3 8592 1610 1407.145 § 1335.76iChisgelled cross inside white-
painted ring on prominent
boulder below limekiln.
4 §587 1595 [382.12 |1253.7 |Twll Gwynt Oer: chiselled cross
‘ inside white-painted ring on
0.R.8andstone boulder at edge
of doline.
5 8630 1586 433,404 | 1421.91|Top Entrance Hillock: 56.26m
from Top Entrance of OFD.
o teel tuke in concrete.
6 1 B635 1589 1432.793 | 1419.91|0FC Top Entrance: Rusty bolt
o e cemented in hedrcck, vertically
o o over centre of door.
7 8643 1610 |466.296 | 1529.82 |Engine House Quarry Hillock:
P ' - T tube in ccncrete set back
L : guarry edge -
1706.71 i3 ‘
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OTTER ~ AN UNCFFRICIAL
end well. ching
in a te that
hel I pr 1d go
nat lsten ez left.
go £ ans .

I arrived forest early: The caravan was there but no
cccupants. Ho hwu ine around for an hcocur and then returned
to the caravan. Y told me where I could camp so I drove
off and pitched the n nen I returned, Sally Harvey was at the
caravan. "Where's the p I said. Sally didn't know. Somebody
theught that it was called the Carpenters - nckce ki where it
was. Resoufccful as ever I drove to the nearest | asked. A
helpful arman gave me long, complicated instruc how *to
get there, As I got back into the car a kind, he cal came
cut and informed me that there was another pub me name
in the opposite direction: it wasn't too far. I coin -
it fell between the seats. I plumped for the loo ections,
it wasn't far, about five miles. Actually, 1t wa ere and
back: there was nokody there., Hmph! Five or six ter I
found the barmants versicn. My luck was in, the dntt cost
toc much. Closing time came and a most interesti back to
the campsite. Good stuff o6X! Filled with ccxm 1 ings about
being late in the morning and still no outbreak I fell
asleep.

Morning seemed very early (it always does to mel) and
breakfast geemed very dry and chewy, strange for boiled eggs. Still
no gign of 'flu and all the joints seemed to ke working as well.
Worse still, I hadn't forgotten any of my caving gear. Give in?
0.K! Let's go.

At the car park, orgaﬂisation ruled. Scouts erected scup-
kitchens, faces I knew popped up everywhere and collected dog-tags.
Car kevs were collected and blocd groups collated. H.M. Coastguard

arrived and nearly everything went acccrding to plan. When all the
rtodies were sorted ocut we found that SWCRO and Midlands had

fielded 27 people {(what, only cne Welshman?!) but the non-
appearance of the Mendip team meant that this group had to ke split
into two. I wound up in the seccond group, ancther hour to wait.

The adrenalin subsided, another pee perhaps, mayvbe a branch will
fall on mel

- 5 .

The first party including the victim - scrry - patient left
base camp for the cave: the first rescue team followed shortly
after. Twc more clgarettes, now we can go. Steeplv down hill
through the trees almost to river level and then parallel with
the river: it's about half a mile in all., I didn't break my leg
and my lamp works. It should do -~ itfs brand new! All excuses
gone now, so have most of the team., I followed Emyr into the
entrance, a gate followed by a narrow vertical rift. "Which
way?! a muffled voice asked. "Straight down,® I replied and
promptly did so, straight past Emyr's boocts projecting from a
small crack. At the bettom of the rift is a small horizontal
tube the end of which changes level by two feet up throuch a
tight hole. Above this hole and at right angles to it is another
tight vertical rifi ed like a letter ° 1ts side and
about six feet er this is a low m
breathe. I laid breathed. I can

i.m .
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vertical £
constantly
on the floc
party from
reaches of 2}
last 80m pi efor K
Stopping £ ick ba an our
way back t rozen the cutsi ave
is commenly used for nox and the dif very
slight however, we did ozen climb
very slippery without cr

After a very drunken New Year celebration I set off with
Krzvstof and Nicholi to descend the second deepest cave 1n Poland,
the 527m deep Banjo Cave. We had many reports from the cavers
coming off the mountains thet strong winds were blowing on the
tops; a sure sign of the ccoming storm which delaved our departure
wntil gone mid-day. Six hours later and 1000m abcve the valley
floor we found the top entrance of Banjo Cave. This was first
explored less than two years ago, from the lower entrance, making
thig one of the most cb”pllcate? and arducus caves in Poland
today. There are seven vttoms and 1t was our alim to traverse
from the top EQtEaD”‘ +to the lowest bottom, scme 527m in depth,
and back again. Thi ad only been done three times before and
this particular bOLuum had only been visited five times before
guite a unigue trip. . first half of the cave fo Ligwed a L@@E
70 degree angle with icated small crawls and bculder chokes,
and a long section simi to Salubrious Passage with slimy moon-
milk all over the place. & 90m climb down a rift, which shculd

have had a rope on it, brought us into the Grand Canyon. This was
a fairly wide rift meandering down to the first campsite used for
the exploration of many of the passages that we had just traversed.
Tt was here that we realised that we had overtaken the party of
Warsaw cavers who were rigging the cave for us, explaining the
absence of the rope on the last pitch. The next three pitches
descended a total of nearly 150m, the last one being a superb
cylindrical shaft with a free hanging drop past beautiful fluted
walls. We now entered the Crazy Meander through a tight squeeze
into a nasty tight rift with a small stream flowing for half its
distance. This dropped 18Cm in abcut 1%4km and ended in the
inevitable, undived surp. From here to known resurgences in the
valley is a near?y 20Cm vertical drop and not a lot horizontally.
Four hours of caving brought us to this peoint and we had a long
naul out again which took almost twice as long. It was snowing
guite hard when we got out lmto dark of the morning and we
had to climb up to the summit and down the southern flanks
of the mountain to avoid +he avs ' prone area just above the

lower entrance. I tThink I slept almost twe dayvs after that.
In the meantime, Pete had had a trip down 'Cold Cave'! whilst
rying to take phctographs.

The next few o due to a tremendous
downpour of snow. the three feet of very light
powdered snow made mountains very treacherous.
Things brlghteﬂeﬂ rd Cave was planned. The
weather had To be a possiblie for this excursion
because of tn to get to the entrance. With
news of bad we had to risk the bad
conditions.
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new mem Ey ars of their
club cing now it off by
heart, n ret cnstructive
to the caving wcrld.

Pecple need to ke pointed 1
thoughts of fame and glory as an
Where shcould they be pointed? So
best area for disccvery potentia
Jjust waiting to ; thos

Dan vy s huge potential. A link between Dalifg
Delight and Mazeways II is imperative for any long push there
and that must be the key area in the cave. The 3ink v Giedd area
must yield the back door to Dan vr Ogof and what a through trip
we'll have when that 1g found!l

West of there, with the exception of Pwll Swnd, virtually
nc cave is known but one lock at the Ffrydiau Twrch risings
should convince even the biggest unbeliever that there must be
extensive cave systems there.

Going East, Pant Mawr offers great potential and easy
digging and Clive Jones has always gct some hcole in Ystradfellte
area which he's prepared to take you down.

Knowing that these areas exist is of no use unlesgs they
are pushed systematically, hence the suggestion of a ‘meetg!
calender. A typical formet for this could be; week 1 - Pant
Mawr dig: week 2 -~ surface walk/dig west of Sink vy Giedd:
week 3 - Ystradfellte area dig: week 4 - Sink v Giedd dig:
week o - OFD survey: which is then repeated all over again. This
way, no one gets bkored wvisiting the same area all the time and
different experienced leaders can take turn in assuming control.

DY Y
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In May this vear
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kpcle,
t of the




oo , o

- Q 0} O
e bR @ 4
oW OReIR
QOO Ud e
W O 4P o 00U w
o HP e 0 00 Oreed M =l
o MOW O [ O 0N
— 0w (OJEBIS ST oo 3
G O @ Y M i PO W o
] 3o DO R I O R
I OO0 oo o oSt R
O A e IR ORI
O e AL U Ovel & b
& b g Qoo G o
~ O oo O O o3 0
m e T GO0 e FRENO OIS
wd V] - [OJRONN PSR
o U LY © T W
oo ; . Swnag 0w ~ U0 0
ot g 3 N ( sile ) , - z O W OO O L OB e
. — W 400 T N
GIROIS B wi ] i [
T RGP () (S e] oo O
> 0 mnnd 0
: > ol @ 0 O~ O ORIV
o0 - W4+ 0 Q (OIORO RO R MR D
Oud O3 A et D W O b DY Y . O @ el 1> O ™ U W £ .0
20 YT eed @ ~ ) o O M S oo 4 o QP mU o 3 0T
I BV MO By W T Pl @ e . 0 Q¢ e PO wmo
oo U o = 0 o Oyeed = 20 Q0 P @ 0 - U O W O &
O Do B0 WM oogT o~ Q0P Py O & W&o 0 IO N IR
O Ol . ~ 4D ooo ~0 LIRS RIONE (s RE S gy oY U /m o
I o W Qoo 0G0 E W Ot 0 O T O n o -~
TS T OV @ P B T ©»CoOoCOow Q > O Qm o w
Ot O el Y Oow A w00 ONRSEREROTES RSN G Lo omdd D oW
OO0 oo Howuwm Yy D~ O QX TO e QO WD~ n [SEO B
© 0 e B NGRSO ROl G049 > >~ O oo ool e 4 O
T W 4+ R E QO - O Y =0 -0 &= noe o (SRS IR I
S REGTIo BCAR(I IR0 T W wnm O £ .0 & W™ e Dol 000 e oW =
(OIRG IO} 1o v W oo O n YT n G el dQ O adEP > Lo oo s
P [ PO gm oS g g oOT o ™ w K Kl LIRS OB ONES BRI R
O O M O 3 Qe oot N4 G O 0 g ) PO O e B ES RS I RN ISR S R IO 0w
Gonoon ~ D00 EE @ P et e e - 4 U OO U@ o0 B I S e R
o 0w wnosonn o R U OO dw U~ o O Dol Py L0 4 D d
A N T VI 0 O Mo Dhwmo oo C Qg Oy ¢ B VI
O n OVE OO OO W U = 44D M e 04 Lo~ 44 Y 3 Qe Y e OO
O ol O i 5 B SHGH() I T O W - 0] o | o Qe 3Oy PR U TS D I
ne B IS S (NORESIN() 0O U E B U oo YoE @ 0l D O
WO movn @ P jE=Ste) me OO 0O OO U O™ Py
oM gooogHE®noN00T o dga Seded o 4 U0 G0 U4 gt M
] O -z OO WO U @ Y4 T 0 0 @002 HuMGo oo 0w
i o 0y =) o 0 T W O Yi -l O @ .G 3 U
) OIRONORI- RGeS &M Oog- o H bt U OB @ mt U 0! v O
N DODO O et Ol 0w Q© Pyt o © OLE a0 o v >
0 D EdH—P 0 00« S0P BHOQ PONGDLED et
S ~ =00 d ] TN SR (s R o o I N R L N e I BRI E ) oW
a W4 TR DN Qe M ® W o0 P ) Q0P g e ORI
®  CwOO~P — O WO Y e fry ©0.q e OB oW T o ©
) - SO ING] O 0 ~0 4 e O O @ P02 o ] (W BB R () RS )]
ReREE A DSPOP n oo un--d mh,: 6] 0 i.areftc Q
+om Ko O oY o o 0w 0w O A U g ol © G T A
- g, 0 HOOO0OP -y Ou 0 w00 Y dd PN ORES G IS () M - i g
oo n .n QY44 GO ¢ DD DO el O QG 0 O Do o OO0 e e O PO e et O W 1 O
Otast_u SO P - © v QD.a:LOchSdOkt (IS I I G BT B M) QRSBSOS w U MO U0 U




For sheer fun and family caving vou can't beat the little
cove just south c¢f Star Rock on Broadheven. The kids and mums
really enjoyed themselves exploring the caves that dot the cliffs
here and connect one cave to ancther. None go t of sight of
daylight but they were great fun and gave numerous through trips.
One cave, higher in the cliff face, was of dinterest in that it
was in a heavy conglomerate and part filled with cld, redish
gilt. Someone had cbviously been digging here but the dig was
not systematic and very hastily undertaken.

of new caveg. Pity, but the
plateau is only ‘recently’ donded by the sea and there are
few signs of surface featurev ich would suggest a developed
cave drainage so the potential is slight. It's a great place for
a heliday thcought

Well, we didn't find lo

Perhaps, as an afterthcught, I ocught to comment on the only
guide bock available specifically devoted to West Wales. (Tony
Oldham's 'Caves of West Wales'. See alsc bock review. Ed.)

I didn't think it was wcrth the money (£2) but it was the only
beock with even a hint of cave description. Coverage cf the area
ig sketchy and gives no indication cf areas of possible potential
or of 'knownf®, but unexplored, sites. It strikes me that the book
uses mainly library souvrces rather than personal knowledge of the
whcle area. Presentation is pcor; numbers and figures are
difficult to distinguish due to poor reproduction. There is alsc
a dig abcout SWCC being a club which ‘ncw seems to specialise in
the Swansea Valley'! A pity:; lock closely and you'll see that
guite a bit of the information in the beck comes from old SWCC
Newsletters. Nevertheless, it is the only guide available to date.

Gary Jones,

BOOK REVIEWS

THE CAVES OF WEST WALES by TONY CLDHAM

Yet ancther duplicated volume from the finencially crientated
qu1ll of Mr.Oldham. If you are interested in sea cavesg, buy now, as
it is bound to gquadruple in price in six months time from its
already £2 cost. However, you dc get a liberal decse cf advertise-
ments as extra value.

If Mr.0ldham wishes to produce a volume on sea caves, many of
which are cutside the limestcone area, he really should take up
sea canoceing; it's far easier to explore them that way, and mocre
enjoyable. He would also find thct there are dozens more than thcse
which he has listed, often more interesting oneg at that.

It is good to see that he hes at last included some of the
more important caves which he missed out in 'Caves of Carmarthen-
shire' such as Ogof Coygan and Green Bridge Cave; an event due
probably to the help of the much publicised material of Mel Davies
But speaking of Mel, do get your facts right Mr.0ldham., John
Parker found Ogof Gofan; Mel was merely respcnsible for stopping
access to it.



Anyone who thinks that this book will read like a watery
version of 'Life and Death Underground' will be very much
mistaken. In fact, Martyn seems to have really got everything
together and the result is impossible to fault, right from tThe
word 'gof.

The glossy jacket, with excellent colour phot
enccmpasses exactly what the sukb-title says, the
developrent of cave diving. This is covered, in w

]

style, from the earliest attempts up to the modern
vey of the current international sce:

includes a survey
is extensively illustrated with a good selection
moncchrome photographs, both anclent and modern,
explanatory diagrams. There is alsc a useful appe
includes a glossary, bibliography, accident analy
records and a comprehensive index.
T found Martyn's narrative both readable and informative
with just the right degree of involvement, nelther self-effacing
nor opinionated, and genuinely Very difficult to put down.

This book is a must for any caver's bookshelf and will, I
am sure, beccme one of the caving classics.

e

FIGETH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF SPELEQLOGY - JULY 1981

Since 1977 when the club was hcst to the main spelec-camp
of the Seventh International Congress, many of us have looked
forward to the pcssibility of going to the next Congress. The
Eighth Congress will Dbe held in Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA,
from the 18th to 24th July 1981, with field trips, camps and
excursions in the weeks preceeding and following. As organiser
of the camp held at Penwyllt, I have been involved in producing
a preliminary costing for a trip to the USA based on a three
week package. Below are outlined a variety of itineraries with
their respective ccst. Hopefully, thig will enable club members

to get some idea of the overall costing.

Firstly, let us deal with the Congress fees themselves.
Based on current exchange rates - with a strong pound - we& have
#2.36 to the £. Full membership is 2106 = £45; accompanying =
#71 = £30. It would =zeem that unless one 1s a memper of the
Congress one cannot benefit from the excursions etc. Also, if
vou don't join the Congress and participate in the Concress
and camps, VYOou may as well go off-ceason when things are a lot
less expensive. As it is, July is peak season for travel,
accomodation etc. Accomodation et the Congress 1is Z6 per day
(£17.8C per week); focd is abcut g7 per day (£20.76 per week).

sre a lot to choose from. Art Palmer (of Mammoth
1 to me the following as being the best (based

rmation) .

DT



Tan

Greenbrier, W.Virginia (£46.60 Carlsbad Camp {(£105.95)
(Horizontal) (New Mexicc)

or or
Northern Alabama (£50.85) Flint Ridge (£29.60)
(Vertical)

He has offered the club & private Flint Ridge-Mammoth camp
in the seccnd week after the Congress ~ this depends on time
available.

So, the overall ccst to a caver ss,
going on a trip to, say, Greenbrier s to.,
say, Flint Ridge will be £159.76, pl travel
to and from the camps to the Congres st cost
is yet to come. Actually getting to S e largest
expense and one is plagued by the fact that 1€ iregs is held
during the height of the tourist seascn at veak s,

As usual, Freddie Laker is cheapest at £249 return to New
York. This is the cheapest bockable flight {at *I time of writing).
Laker do a cheaper ‘bus'! ticket but in July yo y walt up to
three days either way to get a ticket. Most pe will want to
co for about three weeks sc that kind of wait be unaccep
Arriving in New York, you are still several h mi f
target and if time is at all important to you d
would be better. These are available, but are exp
indeed. Travel within the USA is therefore a very impo

8 c

ccnsideration as di es are vast.

Pan-Am have a fly-drive package which is expensive but very
comprehensive. Avis 'Rent a Car' alsc work via FPan-Am and British
Airways do a similar deal. Minimun ccst about £347 for twc weeks,
plus petrol, plus taxes.

Trek-America do a three week trans-America trip for £204
(plus focd) which includes camping at set sites with & guide. One
would hardly expect them to be flexible enough to detour to the
Congress at the height of the seascn, and air flights to and from
the US are extra to the above ccst.

Jetsave America (I thoucht it was God save Americal) do a
very nice motor-camper package which, hcwever, works out at about
£450 per head, per two weeks during the tourist seascn.

After much searching

, Custom Tours produced the best deal
which was £38C for a return f£lig o Nashville ({(nearest airport
to Bowling Green), hire of car and two nights hotel in New York.
This deal is specially for cavers attending the Congress, at cur
request. They can alsc get a group direct to Bowling Green for
£280 per head return, without the car and N.Y. stop etc. This is
the best deal yet, hcwever, there are snags. One has to fill a
large portion of the 'plane (abcut 250 seats) and this can only
be dene cn a national basis. Dave Judson will be putting this
costing to the BCRA scon and, depending on their response, this
could be the accepted arrangement: viz. three weeks in the USA
for £280 minimum. Add to this the ccst of the Congress itself
(£160 + £280) = £44C. So, the minimum cost of attending the
Congress and the nearest two camps will be £440 plus about £50



internal travel, plus fun money.

If you want to have a sight-seeing holiday it'll cost a
1ot more. The Carlsbad camp could add another £200 to the total
s could any trip west to the Rockies or the West Coast. Hitching
rides and bussing are time consuming and on & three week Trip it
coculdn't be done. Pity.

S5, keep a look out for the BCRA arrangements, which should
be the most competitive. In order to reduce costs as much as
pcssible, pecple should agree to travel together, to apply for
grant-aid together and maybe start fund raising together. It
sounds like it is going to be a very expensive trip.

Gary Jones.
A LETTER FRCM TURKEY
To my dear friend Mustafa Pint,
At long last, my dear friend, I

heve returned to my village, Manavgat. The mountains, they are
now so far to the north and yet I can see them from my father's
home: the Tarus Mountains that stretch like a strong

across the Southern Region of our country. Turkey.

Thie last summer I spent up in those mcuntain
over my father's flocks of sheep and gcats. It e
time amidet the peaks of towering white rock althcugh a
through them that I came to appreciate the land of my father
of my father's father and his father before him, 8tC...ceeoss.
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One day, as I wag thinking just such things as these, and
about how sc few people ever ccme to these wild places, {(as
different from your city Istankul as a forest is to a desert of
sand), when the scund of voices talking in a strange tongue
disturbed my pcnderings. I chased over rocks and thrcouch bushes
and took up a discrete position behind the bushe It was the
strancest sight thet I have ever seen Mustafal! There were three
men carrying great packs upon their backs and lashed to the packs

were several small cages although I could not see if there were

<

e

any captured animals inside them. They struggled through thick
bushes and clambered over great mounde of sharp rock and I
wendered at this because there was a wide, easy path close by.
My puzzlement increased further when, at the great pit cf no
bhettom (where we throw down all the dead sheep and goats), they
stopped at its very edge and unloaded their heavy packs. Next,
they all undressed!! T was filled with amazement. Perhaps they
were scme suicide sect and were going to leap en-masse into the
derths. It became more strange when they dressed again in
different clothes, like symbolic sackcloth, and placed on their
heads hats fitted with charm lanterns. Each klew into their own
lantern and muttered in their foreign lancuage, prokably a
blessing, "It needs kloody prickingii® ’

Soon the cages were brought to the holeis edge. Well, that
was it, I thought that they were Priests and that the cages
symboliged captive creatures being released to the spirits of
the earth! Then my friend, to my further amszement, they ocpened
the cages, turned them into ladcers and in no time were
descending the hcle of nc bottom.

~20-
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