Gtober,19sk, T

South Walcs Caving Newsletiver No, 10,

-

fixtroordinory General Meeting,

Thie wos held ot the Ctub H,Q. on Saturday,Septenibcr 25th to.ggz_ﬁfl
congidoer tvo nHroposals,. About 20 meubors wore prescnt, The Ghulf -
was token by Dr,E, Aslctt,.

, 1.Tho proposal that the followln& words shall be deleted from
‘Rule 1. "and shall be a uwcuber of the Cave Association of Walcs BT
vino digeussed, It was stated at the meeting that the Cave Asuooiarlon L
hed ol one tine cxisted although the Hon.Sceretary had no knowledge w5

ot uhlu. It was proposcd by Pl W,Harvey and scconded by Mru M, E,
Railton thot the motion shall be held over until thce next AG. M.
and thet in the weontime the committee shall investigate the
existonce of the -ascociantion and make a report on their Tindings, -

2¢The proposal of an honory mewmber was then discussed in the
) unavoidable oabsconcc of the proposcr and sccondcr, The pﬂopouul Was
& put to the vote but it was rejected by a wajority,

Tha mu”ulnﬂ was then closads

GOttago‘M*lnt\n<nco,

During the pcriod frowm Sepitomber 23rd to ©6th a nuwber of

meubora(end one visitor) worked three full days with souc port tiic
help on the Sunday, It should be pointed out fhat for the lost
fevw yoars tho Hl*oe hPS baecome o £ilthy ond neglccted uin. Some

55 1bs of "Snovicom' l”u@mp r ond paint have now bean uscd this
surnicr; coment and wood have wlbo ‘been used in strengthening the
floors ~nd wo'lls 13 . priority has bcecn given to the outside

gsincce 1t wmust nut be sald that we crc woking the district into o
slun. Doors, windows and beds in addition to giuplce furniturc have
2lso roccoived attontion but muech still remeins to be done to the
outgide cs well 28 to the inside., The Cottage Wardow,aloncs cannot
kepp up with all the cssentisl repairs, The HeRe kcops the club
togothor #snd cnnbles a great amount of caving to be done in a very
fine caving district, the cenvy of weny othecr clubs, Surcly oll
aetive wodbers can put in onc or two weckends in o yeor which
vould welp to koop things up to schatch, In casc you do not know,
undcer tha terms of our lcasc We arc res ponoiblo'EOP all repairs,
Surcly .ny Cevor con Usc & hamricr or a point brush! As Scerctory I
vould lizo to thenk thosc who havp donatcd pnint and other matorials
a8 M?ll a0 gacrificing tiwe Irow their Sport They have pioncorcd
the vwoy — will you pblp to couplete thoir work beforc the worst of
winter comes?

' Sonuwe jobs still to be donci-

Ropairs to shimncys,roofs,guttering and piping,

Pointing walls(£fi1ling holgs with ceouicnt) and "snowccwming" .
v Repairs to windoWw arnd door ffudCS. a .
. Dlﬁﬁtorinﬂ ollo und cblllngs, istempering and painting,

oo

ahd ShClVCu. otce

W H, thtlot



Thaﬂku

I ‘T’h"e. Club is nmtoful o Dr. Wllllau}S of Cfalg-y--l‘m‘! for thc Ulﬁt

Gf a two-burnor raﬂﬁpfln stovc.

Our thanks afc also. due to Mf W B anes ‘of Blfmlnghan fop uho
dona ulon of £l to thce club, He was a recent VlultOf ‘o Lho Club,

i

The iOPMCf front waWdcn of the cott ge wild casily take five
cars now that the cnitrance has bocn widened, Pleasc do not block
the drive with your 'Rolls', mo'bike pedal assistcd or otherwise,
Plecosc do not drive over the neighbours front doorstepse.. .

Bonfirc,.

Therc vill be o bonfire of all o0ld kit,clothing omd: footwear
ly¥ing in the- 'end' cottage and which no 1onwcf appears to bo uscd
"These will be burnt during November unlcss ncatly ticd in bundlcs
or bags dDd,GngflyvlﬂbCllOd with thce owncers nonce.

Tunnel Cavo,..

PPLllm1n1PJ sufvcj reports indicate that the ncar cend of
Dﬂvy Price's Hall is lovel with thc path across the scrcc to Ogof
yr Esgyrn (Bonc Cave) above Dan-yr- Owoi cntrancc.. Thce distonce
through thc scrce is abouyt ,100ft - an impractable dig unlcss morc
 progr css can be made from inside, It would be wmost discrable to
have an cntrancc thet docs not Tloodd! ‘

After condidering reports on the dawmage to the apwpcarancc of
the mudbonks ond formations on thewm the comuittece have accepted
the apologics of the party concerncd, It is wmost regretablc that
the youths who trampled = all over thewm were ignorant of what they
were doing, Thcy were not wewbbrs of the Club,

Morc traccr tepc has becen fixced, Plcasc do not cross ite

Congratulations,

Our éongratﬁl ations go to Margarct and Bernard Dembo on the
birth of a son - John Anthony. '

Ogof y Gl.

A visit was madc-to this intercsting cave a fow wocks ago
by scveral wcubers of the Club. On reaching the 'fineal' chawber they
were disgusted to the find thc nawmes of two mewbers of the Club
scra tchod on the walls. This ¢hildish and stupid pfactlce shows
that these individuals cannot carc about the caves from which they
derive wmch pleasure nor can they carc about the bcauty of tho '
caves being preserved for those who come after them,

" D.W,Jdenkins,

Publications, ’
The following publications have been reccivedi-

CR.G.Transactions, Vol,3.No,1l.
C.R.G,Ncwslctter,.No,48,

ésr or Park, ~ B o B S
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Belfry Bulletin  Nos,82,83,84,85,
Cave ond Crag Club, Vol.3.Nos,7& 8

i o
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Chhnge of address.

© My And Mrs.AJHHill, Hawley Manog,, Hawley,Nr,Deptford,Kent. .

My ond Mrs. P, I W,Harvey, 157 ,Commercial Road,Newpert,*on. N

~X  Miss.S,Bowdern-Lyles 185,Chitrch Rd,Redficld,Bristolsde

' Dr.R, A.J Pearce, 3,Rodwell Hall, Trowbridge,Wilts.

B.D.,Pricc ESq.s 143,King Strect, Brynmawr, Brecs, ) L

D.A.Willis Bsg., 129,Broxholun Rd, ,West Norwood, Londom,S.E.27, .,

Ogof ¥Lfynnon Ddu, : e
For thc benefit of new wcubers and visiting clubs the rules. .,

of entry and the approved tist of lcaders arc civen below. . . . i

Rulcs of IEatry. Dol
7., The key to the cave shall be kept by Mr John Barrows, atf 1ofe

Y Grithig Cottage. If therc 18 no-one of this address o Koy may. -

be obtaincd frow Mr Cyril Powcli at Rhongyr Ughaf Faru, ' .

2.a, The key will oniy be issued 1o, a person whosc name 1s on -
the approved 1ist of lcadcrs,or who holds written authority from
the Comaittce of the 8.%,C.Cs . L

2,b. Mr John Barrows shall have full suthority to rcfuse entry
to the cave, \

2.C. All wcuwbers of the party mst sign thc book kept by e John-
Brorovis (or Mr Cyril Powecll), beforc chiering the cave and cgain
oii leaving the cave,

9,d, The lceoder wmst indicate in the book his proposcd routc
throush the —ave and also statce whether it is intonded to carry out
ony work or Xcavation.

3. Thc lceder citer oponing thc cave aust roturn the key to Y Grithg
Cottage and ciosc the door bchind the party, beforc procceding. The
lock will be of the fnlc Typc SO thet it can be opcncd from the
inside, If the kcy has been obtaincd from Rhongyr Uchaf Farm it
should be hung insidc the cave on thoe kook provided,

K.B. Thc door wust bc closcd bchind cach pariy.

4,Thc moxiumnm mumber of any party undcr onc lcader is six, If
novices arc included in a party therc must bc ot Least one -
cxpericnced cever to two such novices,

5, Thc Uppcr Toast Rack Serics will be closed to all partics oxccp%_
by prior arrangcment with Mr Barrows or lMr,Powell on cach occasion.

64 Viéiting Clubs gmust obtailn written authority from the SgW.C.G;,
anad sucnh perimission to be applied for at lcast thrcc clcar Wocks
before the intcended visits : '

Full dcteils of thc nuumbcr of the parﬁy mist be givcn with the
writton application, and if the leader of the party is not cn the
Approved List ceither the S.W.C.Cs Will appoint a loader or provide
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Approved List of Leaders., = . EETR AR L o .
Dr,E.Aslett T.B,Clinic,Courtalnd Terrscec,Mcrthyr Tydfil, : R
Jd. Durrows, Y Grithig, Pcnycaec, Swansca Vallcy., . o o
W.E.Clarke, £3,Becchwood Rd,, Uplandsy Swansca,,
D, A.Coasc, Batsford, Lower Failand, Pristol,8. . .. ..
JeM,Dovies, 38,Heol-y~Deri,Rhwbina, Nr,Cardiff, . .. .

L.S.Dinglc, Z,Penylan_TerraQGQfRoath,Candiff.Awf; ARSI Tl ase e
Vi,C.Frcomen, ¢/0 Navigation Dept,Tcechnical Collage,Cardiff, + . ...
AdEoGlonnic, Seéaton House,Shrublands~Rd;g:BcrkhamStéadwﬂertsgﬁf-

Miss.P.Hardwidge, 15,Heol. Wernltas, Whitchurch, Glam,
P.I.W,Horvey, 157,Comnercial Rd,, Newport,lion, . _ i
Miss, AuM. AJHazelton Scaton Howse,Shrublands Rd, , Berkhm stoad, Hertid,

.
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Le A Hawes, (.0 Cormer Cottages Rounton Rd., Church Crookham,Hants,
AJHJHILL, - Hawley Menor, Hawlcy, Ne,Doptford, Kent, |
C.B.Hil1, Yonlee,Hool Cderhwys, Rhwbins, Nr,Cardiff,

Dr, 4, J,R,Hudson, Mackworth Villa, 8t.Thomas, Swonsca, .

D,.G.Hunt, 19,8pring Street,Cadoxton,Barry,Glam, - S
D.W, Jenkins. Dinworc, Dyffryn Rd., Llandrindod Wells, Rads, & - -
V. H,Little. 29,Wrckin Rd., Sutton Coldficld, Warcsy: '
I.Nixon, Guilden House, Nr,Royston, Horts, S

J.GParks, - The Grange, Thornbury,Glos,

Dr.R.A.J.Pearce, 3J;Rodwell Hall, Trowbridge, Wilts, .
We. Ashford Price, Ynyswecn, Penycac, Swansea Valley,

C.L.Railton,  12,Chester Road North, Sutton Coldficld, Wnrcs,
lrs,MyE.Railton, ¥ " . o w S i S
G.0.Thouas, SyForuwille Road, Bplott, Cardiff,
Je Trumnn. 19,Dorsct Rd., Baling, London.W.5,

TeZseUndorwood, . 132;Harris Terrace, Penrhiwceiber, Glom,

Floods in G¥yntawe, August 2nd.1954,
' ﬂ It.gtarted‘raining,about midday on Sundoy and it reoincd without |
00351ng,for.tweniy—one‘hours..During the early hours of Honday
fugust 2nd, it was extremcly heavy and from Sundoy to 9.a.m, Honday
3,04 inches of rain had fallen, '

4

rz

At 8, 2.me the floor of the cottage was under 3 ins, of water,

and the Llynfell was running merrily through the front gorden,
The Towe was sald to be 7 ft. above normal in somc placcs and wnter

Tflowed across the road into Tavern-y-Gareg and also in front of
the chiirch, Havoc was caused to the stream banks at the cntronce
toiTunnol Cave but a strong party cleared out the collapsed bouldcrs
allowing the smaller material to be washed away., More serious howaver -
were the effects inside since Lewis Railton has rcported that the
boulder choke has been undcrmined causing a fall near the foot of
" the ladder in the Blasted Shaft, ( Since this report was reccived
the dninage has been repaired and the way up is now easy as the
squecze has becn rewoved. - Ed, ) :

. Les}Hdwes and a*partybwent up the Valley and'répérted risings

»
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%V in the hillside near the old lime kiln bedveen Dan-yr-Ogof and
the Haffes but these were not investigated as the party was about
to leave for Ffryddiau Twrch to see the excavatioms,
In Ogof Ffynnon Ddu John Barrows was surprised to see water

o it flowing: beneath the new entrance towards the old entrance although
s wWater, st not issuing frow there. Later that morning as the fwter
- subsided he: saw water.coming thfough tha Short Cut and running
. into Entrance Pool. For the last ooup¢e of yﬂars this pool has
been silteé up as the Pesult .of 'road maglng in the nntrance
‘but naw the sand has been washed out againe

Bill- Olarke,who later lead a party into the cave repopted
that froth marks were 2% ft., above the level of Pluto's Bath, In

~ Boulder Chauber the. 1owef of the large blocks in the choke
were vwashed ﬂleanAdnd the pebble floor had altered ullxntly WTlle
the ‘'pots' beneath the Waterfall Traversc Wwere filled,

. It was a week later before 1 went in and saw the deumasge done
to Yowell's footpaths, Below the step into the Short Cut the
washingz out of sand and pebbles clearly supported John Barrow$
report of water running through the Short Cut. The strecam,howcver,
had not run through the Cathedral since the sand and gravel on
the artificial ﬁuth was undisturbed, Towards Flood Passage the
wator must hace backed up into Fault Chawmber as it had fldoded
Wbll up into the main passage and had flowed down Fault Passage
presumably into the Short Cute. The Causcway built round the cormer

Tlood Passage was substantially undamaged although the gravellcd
surface had been washed off, Bewween the oxbow in Flo@d Passage
and the Toast Rack climb where the Tloor had becen levelled and
gravelled therc was cvidence that thig had been washed away in
places down to bedrock and the concrete channel vhich carries

the water from Pent Canol overflow had been undermined, The

/01l in front of the Bye-Pass Wag still intact so most of the
flow migst heave come through Pluto! skbuth as denoted by the froth
marke on the wall,

The first Traverse was washed clean as were the floors on
either side for sowe 4 ft. back from the Traversc wall., At the
’Stcp' froth marks were still left on the wall towards the Loopway
soime 18F+t. above normal end within a foot of having flowved through
Loopway itsclf, :

The flood was nowovew very mich higher than that at the cnd
of Auausu 1951 but even then we did not have as wmuch as Jdins. of

4 rain in one night. The rooete from the Rawl(Bolt Passage and Bolt

Tfuv0ruc etc, ) discovered in 1951 and 1952 made into a practicable

“way. ou in ordinary floods would probably have been uselcss CurlJ

4 . on the Mondag worning even assuming that the first Traverse wa
passable for Flood Passage and Entrance Passage would not have
becn, Pant Canol would have been a doubtful hope for a proporticnate
increase of flow there, if it da@d not bring the lake up to the

. roof would probably have made the squeeze in Gour Pasgage impossible,

: . ‘ Beyond the Tawe the rising of the river Mellte at Porth-

sii° o yr=Ogof had been higher than for some time, In front of the

bedding plane on the right about 20ft. above the normal level of

the rlsln~ ‘some nottles had been washed away and other weeds

[}
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were laid flat, Inside the bedding planc part of the gravel bank
haé@ been removed and the floor was. washed clcan, The bedding plahe
connects with the river behing the rising via g rift. The Mellte
mst have becn running very high to back up 20rt, inside the cave
which for the most part must have been flooded to the roof, Waht
heppened in the Neath caves I have not seen, Could Pwll-y-Rhyd
take all the water or dig it run over the surface? Waht about
the boulders in Bridge Cave Supposing the river flowed into the -
entrance? At Ffryddiau Twrch,as you Will read later on,the flood
waters were being put to good use by the diggers, S
It is 2 pity that at such times there are 50 meny things
to do and that as a result so few observations arc rccorded,

Ffryddiau Twrch Once Acain,

~Although “fryddiau Twrch has been described in previous

. newslettors another discription herc would give sowme ideg of
the difficultios facing enyone thinking of digging therec. It is

2 large spring rising through boulders on the right bank of the
river Twrceh some five wmiles west of tho. Swanscs Valley, To reach
there you cither Crogs the mountains 'from Craig~y—“os or go by
road #p far as Cwmllynfcll and walk up the Twrch from there,
Bhichever woy you choose, it takes a whole day to transport tho
Decessary gear to the site,
Hoeving visitea the spring somefime rast vear andhaving sccn
the methods wused on the previous atteupts; I decideqd to try some
other way of getting in, and on July 1%th with Scveral othcr wmewnbeps
I carricd over wmost of the tools recdy for the last weck of the
tonth, S
The party for that weook included A,B,Afford and five other
mncibers of the Birmingham Cgve and Crag Club, Dick Underwood and
uysely, A.B. ond Dick stayed on for the following week ana Wg werao
Joined by Clive Jones and. John Hartwell from Glynncath, The first
few nights wo cramped by the river a mile downstream but later we
moved into the old farmhouse callcd Syrfan just Oppositc Dorwen,
All the west bank of the Twrch is covercd with glocial drifg
in some placcs as hugh wmoraines and the only limestone visible
s the boulders through vhich the strcam rises. It was wy idea
to try and find so0lid rock and follow it down to the cave which,
no doubt, is there, o strrted to dig about twonty fect =bove the
Stream, tipping all the debris into the water to be Washed away,

' Only o few fcect dovm wes limestone, presumably 50lid, ond =g we dug
lower we uncovered more rock until we had na Cliff face to follow,
A8 the dig proceeded we discoversd,however, that the rock was :
by no means solid, and though it was still in bads, it was merely..
boulders with clay between. To make things worsc the genersl dip”
of the beds is towards the river and we had to be congtantly -

watching for falling rock,



LY

L

It secms that what. cave was thore before . glwcial times, was o
bedding planc and that thc weight of ice and debris has cnusog a
collapse at lcast a hundred feet across between the normal rising

and the flaed r1Q1ng to the left,

: ‘By Tuesday evening we had cut down sbout ten fect, flndlng
the decper the dig became,the wider it had to be and sa there was
tmch more material to be wmoved, The smaller bouldcers were braker

~up with o sledén hammer, but having no cxplosives, wc had tc lecave

the. larger oncs and dig round them., On Wednesday mornlng i+ rained
quite, heavily and work was’ stOppod In the evenlng on ro
We found that the stream was in flood and rising ffon.un@cr the
cliff face aond for a few hours it helped us to rcmove quite o

lot of debris, The work continued on Thursday, moking uso of thc
little flood water left,but on Friday morning we found that = hugh

“scction of the bank had fallen in overnight.A4s the collapsc

cont wined some hugh blocks that we had no hope of rcmoving the
dig was abandoned until the Sunday when Bill Little came over fron
Gfalg—y~mos with some cxplosives, The blocks were disposcd of in
a fcw hours =nd clearcd away,and we werc left with tons of cloy
and turf to dig out, which would have proved tuch easicr to unove
if we had the help of the flcod water,

Evcryone who spent August Monday at Crﬁlg—y~Nos,0r better
still at Ffryddism Twrch,dlll have good rcason to remetber it,

We hnd becn hoping for rain, but had no idca that our prayors
would be answered so copiously, It sterted about nine o'clock on
Sunday evening,and by Monday morning,therc were floods higher
than had been scen for wmany ycars,

At seven o'elock in the morning we left Syrfam for the dig in
hecearwy rain,having been kcept awake all night by the rosr of the
river, I have never seen such o glorious sight as *fryddiau Twrch
thut moraing., Water was bursting out cvorywhoro,und the noisc was

cafening as the strbam,lncresod tenfos;d on tho prev1ous days
fusnud down the steep hillside to the river, It was rising under
the ¢liff two feet decp and had washed away many tons of debris,. .
Though it was dongerous work in that torrent,we waded in and with
picks ~nd crawbars kopy lowering the bed, Onco we had to Jump
clear. as several yards of bﬂnx fcll in,but in ten winutes it hnad
2l1ll been weshcd away,

Though we had cut down fiftcen feet at the back of the dig

- there was still no sign of an overhang and thc water was still

‘comning up through bouldcrs, Later in the day more of the bank £
in,andg;cue to the heavy rain,the cliff facc began to shed boul
making it too dangerous +o carry on so the dig was abandoned
altobcthcf. B |
In all,well over a hundred cubic yards cof debris was dug out,
but this smount wes only made possible by the help of the flood
water,which now that o ndéw strecam bed has becen cut, will do quite a
of work for us in our obsence. o
b During the following’ weék- the rest of the party hod a:log%.
around for tther digs in:the ares,and -found that -the modt inviting
plaec was where a small strepm>81nks about ~a wmilc to the west,the
only knovn sink for Ffryddiau T@Tch. This may be the sccne of the

next dig,perhaps next year,

Fell.
ff‘f’ll’a
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On Saturday July Srd. Clive Joncs and I discovercd o small cave o
sincc named Ogof Glamncllte about half o milc dowvnstrcam from
Porth yr Ogof on the river left hand bank, It contains o sunll
stpecam ondé is obout 150ft. long ending in a squecczc too tight for
thosc who have visited it,but the rool appcars to rise only ¢
fow fect furthcr oOn.
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Hon, Sec. W.H.Littlc, 29 Wrckin Rd,,Sutton Coldficld,Varcs.
Hon, Tresurcr., G.0.Thomas, 5,Fnruville Rd,, Splott,Cordiff, C
Hon,Editor. D.W,ankins.uDinmore,gyffryn Ra, ,Llandrindod Wells,Rads,
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