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October. 1956, South Wales Caving Club, Newsletter No.17,

Ogof-y-ci. 0c/040104

On Sunday 24th,June 1956, a few members decided to have a trip
through Ogof~y-ci and because I had not visited this cave before I
considered it as a falr excuse to have a change from the survey of
Tunnel Cave, Upon entering the cave,; most of the party seemed to be
contont with a spcedy look round, Perhaps it was becausc it was such a
pleasant change to be without any cncumberances, such as survey tackle

camera ctc. that put me in a 'ferrctting® mood. Glyn Thomas did not
scem to be in any hurry cither so we had a2 good nosc round together.

Our first major halt was in a branch passage on the left which
terminated in 2 smell bouldcr choke,from which a trickle of water ran
from the right-haond side, 1t was possiblc to crawl on for a further
6 to 8ft.. Glyn investigated and reported that small blocks stopped
furthor progress and that to move anything would mecessitatc lying
down in the watcer. This watcer,however,struck me as being fairly warm,
but unfortunately I had ngt my thermomcter and so had to guess it as
being betwecn 54 F and 56 F. Warm enough to have a look! After crawling
ag far as I could, progress did not look hopeful because the blocks
in the way were ccmentcd together with stalagmite emd we had no tools.

However, by using & handy sized block a2s a hammer, I discovered that
-~ the stalagmitc was neitl¥ too hard nor too thick, Urged on by what
appearcd to be o spacious continuation of the passage, visible through
geps botwecn the stomes, I continued my digging and made a way large
enough to get through, though mot without tearing 'a large hole in the
scat of my shorts. Once through, I could stand up for a few fect and

then a good, smooth roof curved down until it was within 3 or 4ins of
a gravelly floor, ‘ : o

We contimucd our potter through the cave, At onc place, after a
patch of hand and kncecs crawling over a very pebbly floor, we rcached
o*placc where Glyn said it was not worth going amy further because in
o few yards it got too low and very wets I went off into morc sandy
looking crowl net-work on the lcft: one way imterested me becauses
although the passage appeared to be a dcad-end, the, section changed
from = flat,sandy floored low crawl to a slightly rising small,round
rock tubc. Going to the end to imvestigate more closely, rcvealed &
hidden bresk-through in the right-hand wall leading into a more

spacious hands @ d knces crawl passige. A gmick glamcc showed mc
that I was not the only curious caver to fimnd this spot - someone
had been there before, I went back and reportcd@ my observations to
Gglyn who, as the original discovercr of the cave, decided to come
rast me ond have & look for himsclf. Here we had & short discussion,
I contondcd that I could here the sounds of water chead, amd Glym
thought thc noisc came from where we had come from. In the cnd, ho
erawled on and was soon shouting for me to follow, He had reached
wher: the previous cxplorerc had turmed backs why we don't know; ’
perhaps his knces hccamc sorc as mine were, but more likely he wisely
roturncd because he was alome., We were luckys there were two of us
and nothing to stop further progress, It is true that somcone had
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v ' a , ; d be easily done im
: ] ks on thc surface that the cave could : ‘ ‘
zgédhgﬁggfg%d wc had cxccecded this, Howcver,twg_ggggrgg ;2;2 gggtoggggs
o 5! of the cave and would have reoported- that
Zgﬁédagg gggoping slowly, and thercfore we would mot be cxpected for

some Whilece

und of running woter in the distance onticed us to crawl on.
Soon ggﬁggrgfwglkinggupright in a narrow streamagassggg,ggugbﬁggnggig\
g been a suddon risc of tho floor gave a dry passage continuing
1on%egg§uu§engr;gw pool in Whichithe‘strcam,wel;edrup from;bplow t?e
ggﬁface*' We crawled on into what was Dby comparlsonwa-regrlgergto€,
in ﬂ”co&ple of yards the temperature must have dropped 5° or 8 > o
nqrgpl cave tempcraturc., Hcre,unlike most of theizave? th§g§52§§d§§
o ding and in places therc were some quite nice
ii%gﬁggnglzogoog line of hclictitcs. In one place, I did regret mot

“having a camera because the way on was a low crawl over a floor of
lovely creomy white, little dry gours. The passage of ome wet,mmddy
caver would spoll its beauty, but if we did not go,somc other caver
soon would, so we pressed on in careful line astern to prescrve the
sides as much as possible, In places we had to take care when crawling
post curtains and in others we could walk, One bend brought us up
against a bloek cowercd with stalagmite and above this was a nice grill
of stalactites; beyond the Passage continued about 3 or 4ft, high. To
break or not.to break was. the guestion, We did, just enough for mc, as
the smallest, to crawl paste Om the other side the floor was of
damp, 8andy mud. Im another 30 or 40ft, and round a couple of slight
bends, the passage ended in a couple of small tubes,

Tho cxtont of the Mo part may bo ‘between. 400 and 500ft,

There was quite a draught in the neow part but we could not
determine its origin., In places;on patches of white flow stone om the
walls,Were the remains oﬁwhgndrcﬁs?of dead gnats and the outliine of )
some much larger f;ieg,whichﬁguggestg that this passage is not far from
the spurface and~gas,cégncctiang,iapge cnough for the entry of thesc
crgatures. A couple of lone,ﬁarr0W511Vkaligsﬁwerefﬁeﬁn.and from our
d@Scription_it,was~snggesggﬂ‘tha@ they were young dragon flies,

The temperatire in the main part of the cave is obviously subject
tc considerable variation by the heating and cooling effect of the -
gtrcam flowing through it, and the study of ‘the tempcratures in various
parts.vaﬁ;differentascasdnS“wnﬁId“bé‘interesting, particularly if
fauna could be collected at tho same time. Beforc this is done we meeqd
2 good survey of the cove sc tha locations could be identificad with

- certainty.

This cave contians some of the finest examples I have scen of
branch'pasSages’ blockeé by £ill within o few inches of the roof, I
use the word ‘*passages reservedly boeause they may be mercly large
alecoves,but which ever they areg,the present stream in running prast them
has cut away the f£ill at the cntrances lecaving a cross-section of the
fill standing up ‘to six feet highs A survey of the surface superimposed
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on that of the cave should show whether these blocked 'passages' temnd
- towards the dry ( in dry weather) surface stream bed, or whether they
head towards some other pre-existing source of water. The careful
digging of one of these fills, under thc guidance of a palaeontologist,
might revecal something of intcrest.

This promiscs to be a most interesting cave to study, and I hope
someone Will quickly tackle the first job, which is to producc a good
survey of both the cave and the rclated surfacc fcatures,

| C.Lewis Railton, Sutton Coldficld,
July, 1956, |
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Pant Mowr,

It scems to be a habit in this Club to discover extensions of =
particular cave system just after the known parts have been surveyacd,.
However, one survey has becn completcd without the interference of

would-be cxplorers and this is the Pant Mawr pothole survey. In this

case the surveyors have been fortumate since the 4 mile walk to Pant
Mawr is about 33 miles too far for most Club members mmd the thought of
carrying digging equipment gets littlc or no asttentiom, ‘

Thus '2ll' of Pant Mawr has been got om to paper but for what -
purposc! To be stuck on the cottage wall and stared at through a haze
pf wood smoke or perhaps rolled up and placed on the shelf only to be
teken down to show visitors and say "Just another of our little
potholes as you can scc from the survey ( 8 Imperial shects) -
don't even bother to go there now,"

However, the time has come for action and the following notes were
made 1n the hope of interestimng one or even two members in Pant Mawr,
The possibilities of Pamt Mawr come under two headingss—

(Ag Getting past the sump and on towards thce Neath Valley.
(B) Progress in the side passages. v

(A)After last summer's drought(1955) the sump retreatcd some 10-15F%
beyond its previous level, still without showing signs of breaking,
It therefore appears that progress can only be made by the Cave Diving
Group oand we must content oursclves im the adjacemt side passages.
There two digs which might lcad past the sump and these are described
below, - v
DILLIES DESPAIR named in honour of the most ' despaircd of' member of
the Club, Fig.l. illustrates a plan of the despair showing it in
reiftion to the main passage. It will be noted that both ends of the
system are blocked, The first party into the passage started cexcavations
at the down stream sand choke, but they had to give up due to the lack
of proper implements( atleast that's their story). This dig has becn
since filled in with o fresh laycr of samd indicating that in time
of flood the seal is brokem allowing an imflow of samd( since thore
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is mo ovidence of sand in thc upstream sidc or in the main passage
grmd must have comc through the choke). The upper emd of the system is
mid chokcd ond provides o very sticky dig. Carc should be tokem by
visitors( or maybc workcrs?-) to the ‘'Despair' mot to break off any
of the crystals om thc floor of the down stream passage,

Branch passege just beforc the sump. As can be scen from fig.2. the dig
at the end of the braomch passoge should prove interesting. The choke is
dirty sand ond only gradually come up to mect the ‘roof' therefore
giving o bedding planc effect, The best method would be to dig a

zrcnch 3ft.dcop and 2-3ft wide into the choke thus giving plenty of room
0O WOrkK,

(B) Progress in thc sidec passages can be classificd as follows:i-
éi) Firchydrant.
ii) Digging
(2) the uppcr end of Dillies Despeaire.
(b) in the boulders in the Vestry and Organ Loft.

- (1ii) Scaling
(2) Near Sabre Junctiom.
éb In the Great Hall.
' v c) Towards thec sump.
(1) Tho Firchydrant.

This has becn pushed to about 30ft. The slow tight progrcas and
the constant immcrsion has made it very umpopular but it is certainly
worth further ceffort. Om the way out,reverse, so as to come out
feet first for thc lost 10ft or so. :

(ii) Boulder digs. )
Most visitors to Pant Mawr neglect to visit the branch passage
off the Grest Haoll., At the end of this passage are two chanmbers, onc
of them containgng no formations, the other guarded by an awkward
climb contains some of the best formations in thce cave and 1s known
as the Organ Loft. A number of columms cmter the Organ Loft from what
appears to bc an upper passage. The only possible dig is =2bove one
of the columns in a stalagmite covered boulder chokce. Great care
will be necded not to break any of the columns,

4 sccond dig in this scries is found in the first mentioned chamber
ond it is in thc form of a large boulder cone. Work at the top of this
scems practicable and the implcments required ares a shovel and a

crowbare. . »

(iii) Scaling. '
There arc throe possibilities im this ficld which should present
no difficulty and sincc Bill Clarke and John Truman heve proved thrat
poles can be tekem through the Wine Press there are no obstacles to

prevent getting poles to the Jjob.

The first scaling operation is a hole in the centre of the main
passage roof about 30ft beyond Sabre Junctiom. It is about 3ft. in
dismcter aond gives acecss to a chimmey which extends for about 10ft
ond then appecars to join an uppcr passSag. '
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The second hole is umich better known and is situated just inside
- the Great Hall. It is a rift in the roof near the East wall. Two polings
will Dbe necessgry here a& the rift divides into two chimmeys both of
vhich look promising. One of the chimneys carries a small stream im
wet weather and the spray-will make work om both the chimmeys wery

difficult,

The third hoie is found thirty yards upstream from Dillies Despair
in the right hand wall. It might be possible to rock climb into this
one via am adjacent flowstone formationg

Let us hope that we shall see a mlgratlon.from>dur ' on the
doorstep! caves tp Pant Mawr which is the decpest hole in South Wales,
SSOft and it could possibly be the deepest in Great Britain.

Figurc 1l.

Sump

\

— . Mag. North. R W g oke.x
e T e ‘Sﬁggested xtem31on.

Figurc. 2,

To Sump " To Great Hall

Figurcs are not to
scal

Ce

{7 ‘ Q Cllvc JONCS.a 1956.-
Note, Dillie's DeSpul'. Should be Spblt Dllly s Despdir, Sorry -Ed,
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The Crwbin Caves,

In the Crwbin arcs three caves namely Ogof Capel Dd' en, v
y-cae and.Crwbin.No.Z.‘are,to,be.found. ( Crwbin Ng 2 isyﬁow’kgggi?as
JgS? Crwbin Cave., -Ed) Alun Howells, Roy Williams and myself have
visited all three within the last few wonths and so some details of
their location and contents follows, .

_ Crwbin is situated Rimiles from Pont-y-Berem and 11 miles f
. . ! - ¢ ron
Llangiielmetqn£;§506 éghe Pont-y-Berem to Carmarthen roag). The caves
ere all mentiohed in the Club records but the followi 521 ;
clarify their position, ng PIH may help to

;é\ To-Carmarthen

L)

e

Jgof Caopel Ddygen

A2 A nggmbin Cave
PR
wo¥ighest terrace
‘of quarry

To Pont-y~Bercm,

It has beem proved possible to find Ogof-y-cac and Ogof Capel
Ddygen from the records description but at least five afternoons were
wasted in trying to locatc Crwbin Cave. This was eventually found by
inquiring at the "Three Compasses Inn" from where we were directed to
Heol Ddygen., From here we were conducted to the cave contrance which

is very incomnspicmous,

Ogof Gapeerdygen322/128467, Total lcngth.232ft,
The entrancc is fairly obvious and is 5ft high and 10ft wide.

This lcads to a 27ft high passage which, after turming through two
right anglcs terminates in a clay blockage 142ft in, At 18ft.in the
cave in the right hond wall behind & heap of boulders,is & small
crack. This leads to a 70ft.long passage of nearly tubular form,3 to 4ft

in liameter, 42ft. in therc is a short(9ft) pot down leading to a
sloping passage which usually terminates in a pool. Above the pool is
a calcitecd rift which goes nowhere., After dry weather the pool
disappears and access can be gained to a further 20ft of crawl which
cventuall becomes too tight. Thc pot is casily descended by mcans of =
fixed wire ropec. left there by someone unknown,
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9; N
It.is. bellcvod thﬂt s0Me. digglng wnﬁ 'banglngf nqs be@n.ﬂ@ne‘by

Tho cntrqnco is a hole about 3 by 1} % in o at -patch of
‘grass, Thls deads into-the:top-of o mound of gravel and guarry refusc
probably. tipped . into the eavé from a noafby quarry( Bchre of tins,
oped ‘occcdlnghln & south dircction
; ' and -ends after
_}bqnd corncr.

the @wsuagc opens @u$ 30,
; Y ,ber‘witw

‘In the athef darectlom.the rubble desoends steeply 1nto a roughly
triangulor chamber 16°x 19x 20ft between 5 and 8ft high, From the far
corner after climbing over. a heap. of. boulders a wide passage leads off

and continues for another 113ft. This varies in height from 2 to 10ft.
having a sand floor and ends in a boulder choke. There is a possible '
continuation in the left hand- ‘corner, The only formation .of note in
the cave is a small series of crystal pools near the end of the passage.
There a re scveral, vandallsed remnuonts of 'stalls' in other parts of
the cave, together w1th Bome - tramplod remains of splash pits in a mud

v‘ffqbank,ono of them.b01ng lft Elns acro%s by lft.deep,

? 'lgoes up from the right hand wall. T

| 'i'f’for the £ivst 180f%, - In the

there is a roughly
~s~mayvcontlnue furthor but;lt hdS not b@en fully
Thls can be f@llowed:for 54ft back parqllel to ﬁhe maln passage. This

ends in a sqnd .choke, - The mein -passage continmues to a total 1ength of
o ar .;Aftcr the d4ry weather. of thls Eagter the

1. roof mf the main passaga
passage ar .the. sump(which is. full of.
water -for- sbout 15ft. in wet weather).on the right hand wall is the
largest formatlom.mnAthls area-.and: consists . of a curtaln.of stalegmlte
columns: 5b@ut?5ft wikde by Aft, Wigh, Just after this theo side. of the
pRESage. igicovered in ‘a gress-like:growth: of mud ; stalagmltes ‘about . ,
'11ns. high end g in’ ‘diame ter: spaecd-about élmAapart. ‘Above these there
is a passageitcading- Arpwards which -has-not becn-explored hocause to
get in it one would have to elimb on.the mmd formqtiahs. e

syt

Tl m
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“Other caves ‘in" tho APC e EREE R N

. .1, There is a smﬂll cave- called Ogof Hengoed in-a quarry “about 3
mllcs from Crwb1n.(22/447106) There 1s about 15ft - of passage and there
is a’ deep pool in tho fleor & R i R S ol

old ngé mane,whlch, accordl O~ 8 “E T ,
me tural cavern 'xnd - nutural Wﬂ"ber-fllled shaft.(22/®95455),m

L The dlver810n of South Wales cavers to the craggy North ?nd miles
from any nﬂtural cave might have ‘surprised some meﬁbers. Ihe::max e
wondering if a4’ climbing section is ‘being formed - nothlng of § e s.ft.
Good ﬁ11~round ch1ng requires %@%h mountwln walklng and roc e}

qu evenlng an‘ ssortment of o s &rove up th
’Hﬁt‘ (an O:Lght 1% e

B Sﬁxuraay Was,, e ie 1 1 yliis mad

_ 5Hﬁrvey, Jedn Cllslﬁld?and Dwv1d Jénklns drove offito- Penby-Pass o
" picking up Edwar ’Aslctt on the Wsy and dld a cldudy Snowden‘by«the
”;PNG tr%dk,;A; e o . 4~ . B

;thn Hﬂrtwel Gordon Cllssold, Tom Round,thn Bevans md mys’
, armed ‘up-on some ‘eliffs® on Cralg Pqnﬁ Ifa o, This was followe
‘,fby the 'Hounds Head Pinnacle®t and- o Bcvefe ‘well “lead by Tom - Round
”FollOW1ng o brew of tea "workor's playtlmc ‘the  quthors "vory Bifte’
wags c¢limbed thls ‘route ‘being’ teqhnieally hardor though-less exposed
than the previous.’ The vogitatlan.at tares became an added 1mped1m@nm
_and ‘on one pltch ludlcraus renkrks regﬁrdlng the monkeys in the trces
’upplled to qll 1n.turnh e , o e R

-

b

In the evcn;ng the rock(andtrcc) cllﬁblng pqrty resarted to
liccnced rofreshments in Tremadoc and débgted the ‘chances of the f;
' Costill ﬁbsont SnoWden party-having: “been run-over: by the. Snowden rallWay.
. They,howevers hadf been-~tenpted by*fhﬁ fleShpots on Ponygwryd qnd
" had stoppcd there for dlnner.,¢ : LR R T

Sundays extru speelal drog of ruln unfortunately mado avv
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to go outside too hazardous for anything more than armchair climbing.
The many waterfalls in full speight supplicd some consolation on the
way home = no cars lost,.

In spite of the last days washout thc mect was well ongoyed. A
repea at order was ur-minously cpproved for some future date when once

again cavers accustomed to the gloom will be surpriscd to see the rock
on which thcy arc clinbing,.

Bill Littlc,
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Club News,.

New Momberse

We welcomc the following new mcemberss=—
Te Andrcws., 135sDanson Rd.s; Bexley, Kont.
MrseRsLe.BsBennett, 13,Glanmor Park R4, Sketty, Swansca.
Miss. Ann Mason, Apsley, Derwen Rd., Cyncocd, Cardiff,

Change of Address,
Rcv.c HeD.Cullingford, Roscmary Braec, Fairlight Cove,
Hastings, Sussex,
JePlatt, GoeEl.Ce Hall of Residence, Cﬂstle Bromlch Hall,
Castle Bromich, Warcs, ‘
D.Willisy, 25, Chamberlaim Sty Wells, Soms.

Cottaze Wardene

Owing to the departurc of Johmn Hartwell for H.M.Forccs the post
of cattage wardcn has becn filled by Johr Bevan, We take this opportunity
of wishimg dJohn Hartwell all the very best of luck and good fortume
. whilce he is away Trom us,

Working Party.

A working party is required for thc weekend Oct. 13/14th to
help repair the cottge roof. All will bce welcome,

For Hirce.

The Weighbridge dig is for hire to responsible persons during
the winter months as an indoor skating rink - Ed.

Hon.Sec. P.I.W.Harvey, 157,Commcrcial Rd, Newport, lom,
Hon. Treasurcre Le.A.Hawes, Corner Cottages Rounton Rd, Church Crookham,
Hantse.

Hon,Editors DeW.Jdecnking, Dinmore, Dyffrym Rd.,, Llandrindod Wells, Rads,
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