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|Glyntawe in the Swansea Valley.

|aid kit — were packed into cars.

{roads and down to Taff’s Well.

|vlackness of the cave he went
Iwith the five other rescuers be-|-

‘{from Fleet, Hampshire, and two
Birmingham men, Mr. W. H.|,

.jcame out-and searched the moun-

Bicycle
started
cave

alarm |

Western Mail Reporter
T was nearly midnight, so}
when police were. told a|
bicycle and trailer had been|
found at the mouth of a cave|
which cuts into the Garth|:
Mountain, near Taff’s Well, it
could mean ohly one thing:
Someone. was trapped.
But where were the experts to
carry out .a' rescue? Forty-three

miles away at .a meeting of the
South  Wales Caving. Club at

[

.A message was flashed to cave
rescue warden Mr. John Barrows,
at Penycae, five miles from
Glyntawe. . ;

He telephoned the cavers at
their hotel—and rescue operations
were under way.

Emergency kit
"Emergency  equipment — rope,
lamps, food, brandy, and a first-

Then the cars, with six men
aboard., sped along “mountain

Ninety minutes after the
alarm was raised.the rescuers
arrived at'the mouth of Garth
;. Cave.

The medical expert in the team,
Dr.: A.- Haslett. of Merthvr,
checked his drugs and impli-

ments. . »
‘ In the darkness
Then down into the .damp,

hind him — Mr. Peter Harvey, of
Newport, Mr. D. W. Jenkins, of
Llandrindod Wells, Mr. L. Hawes,

~ —

Little and Mr. J. Bevan.
. They searched every crevice and |.
corner, but found .nothing. They

tain. Still nothing. -

Then, two hours after it all
began, at the summit of the
Garth, their quest ended.

Asleep in their camp were
three 15-year-old boys.

A bicycle and trailer at the
cave mouth? It was theirs—
parked for the mnight because it
would. haveseen “rather.abother
pushing them up the mountain.”|
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May, 1957, SOUTH WALES CAVING CLUB. Newsletter No,19.

At the Annual General Meeting held at the Gwyn Arms on
Easter Sunday the Tfollowing officers and committee were elected:-

Pres:i_dent. DI’. Fg J.I\’forf}h, O‘B.E. gD. SC. 3F¢G’. SQ ,F.S‘ A.
Vice-Presidents. Brigadier E.A.,Glennie, CelaEeDeS.0.
AsHoHill,. '
Chairman. Dr.E, 4slett,
Hon, Secretary., P.Il.W.Harvey.
Hon, Asst. Becretary. P.E.Harvey.
Hone Treasurer. L.A.Hawes,
Hon.Recorder and Editor. D.W.Jenkins,
Tackle Officer and Cave Rescue Organiser. GeRo.Clissold,
Cottage Warden, J.Bevan.
Committee lembers. J,Barrows, D.GeHUnt, W,H.Little,
. Hon, Auditor, J.M.Davies, .

== HoL, Members, - T.Ashwell Morgan Esq., Cyril Pawell Es5q. s
Mrs.G.krice,, wmr and Mrs J, Barrows.; Dr,A.Jd.R.Hudson,

Secretaryts Report,

: I amvvery,pleased that soc many of you have been @ le to turn
up. I extend a hearty welcome to any visitors and also to those
mewbers who have been unable to get here as often as they would

like, ‘ '

The Club; I am happy to report, has contimaed to make steady
progress and in spite of several resignations the membershin ig
s NOW ninety-threc paid-up members, six horneursry memberstwo wicae~
presidents and one president meking a total or ouae hmndrea ang
two. There is every hope that this satisfactory state of affairs
will be maintained in the coming year,

The 10th. Amniversary publication is practically complete and

I wish to take this opportunity to thamk all those who have
cont®ibuted and produccd this work. This is the most ambitious

-~ publication we have so far sttempted. Whilst on the sub®gt of
publications I would again like to remind members that the
newslctter cannot exist without your contributions however long
or short. Aceounts of oxpeditions abroad =nd to other caving
areas arc particularly welcomce

I am pleased to report that thore have been mo scriocus
accidents this ycar, This opportunity must not be allowed to pass
without wcntion of W.E.Clarke who has put in so wmmech of his time

to provide us with am cofficient cave rcscuc orgakisation, Your

chairmon would no doubt like mec to remind you that the effieciency
of this organisation depends on you, the individual member and duripg
the year opportunitics will be provided for practical rescue
technigue



2a :

While no mejor discoverics have bocn mado this year the Club has ~
bcocen by no means inactive, In fact I don't think that therc has .
cever bocn s period whon so many digs have been earried on at onweig
This rcflcets the keen an d active spirit of the wmembers who b
heve not becen discourasged by their lack of suceess so far, Lot ;
us hopc thet in the ncar futurc onc of thesc projects will result
in a dramatic discovery. In spitec of thesc activitics we have
been able to wolecoic large numbers of gucsts to South Walecs and to
provide lcaders for visits to our major cav cs.

Following thoir cxtcnsive survey of Ogof Ffynnon Ddu, C.Le.
Railton end W,H.Little have now completcd a survey of Tunnel Cave
vhich will be published by the Cavc Rescarch Group.

Gordon Clissold and Brian de Graaf carried out a high grade
survey through Ogof Ffynnon Ddu to Pi Chamber for the Brecon
Planning Depertment in connection with the danger to the cave
by quarrying, The matter is still in the hands of the Brecon
Planning Department. I would like on bchalf of the Club to thank
thesec tvo surveyors for the time they have spent on this -
difficult task. w

I am sorry to recpecat that once agaim there have been acts
of wandalism in our caves. Therc is littlc object in tryimg to
protect the caves frowm quarrying if we are unmable to look after
them oursclves from the inside, I mmst add that wmembers of the Clut
were not responsible for these actsof vandalism but nevertheless
it is thelr duty to be always on the lookout to prevent such
acts from taking place.

The tackle. officer has asked me to : report that according
Ogof ¥fynnon D u Rule No.7. the fixed tackle in the cave has been
inspected and found to be safe for one year., In connection
with tsckle the retiring committee have decided that this coming
year must see the replacement of most of the Club's tackle. '
The production of 300 £t of rope ladder and about 100ft. of %
lightweight ladder has.therefore -already been put in hand., A f
quantity of digging tackle has already been purchased, é

In conclusion I am confident that the Club at the start of .
its 12th. year will be stronger and more active than ever.

Treasurer's Réport.

The gtatement of thé/ﬁ;néﬁ;;al position of-the Cludb will
be gived in the next newSletter.

“
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REPORT OF THE HON, TREASURER

Mr. Chan.rman and Pa:.d—up Members,

I have much pleasure in presenting the Club Accounts for the
Year 1956/57 - full details of which are set out in the Financial Statements
hereunder. The pleasure arises not from the preparation and presentat:.on of this
mass of figures - which you all know is a bit of a bind - but from being able to
report the results of a somewhat difficult year from which the Club has
emerged in What can only be called a Pavourable position.

: ‘ : The difficulties have been, broadly speak:.ng, under three
headings. - Pirstly, the Committee has established a new high level of expenditure,
By nature, Treasurers are opposed to high expenditure, but the essential nature of
the objects of expenditure during the year has been such that not even the most
dyed=in-the-wool Treasurer could object, The difficulty has been to decide which
objects take priority over other objects and last but not least to get in the
money to pay for it all. This brings me to the second point. The difficulty
under which my predecessors laboured, viz,, the apparently well-established practice
of paying Subscriptions and Cottage Fees im paraffin, calor gas,. or elsanol, has
been entirely eradicated. Transactions are now carried out in the normal currency
of the realm = much to the satisfaction of the Treasurer, and to the relief of
the Manager of the local Branch of Lloyds Bank, whose stocks of paraffin, calor
gas, and elsanol, were beginning to reach alarming proportions ! Thirdly, there
have been the difficulties inherent in a system whereby the strings of a Welsh
purse are held in a village 180 miles away in Hampshire, Generally, the new
system of accounting which came into operation at the start of the year has mede
things a bit easier but it has been difficult to overcome the tendency of getting
out of touch with Club affairs when one is not able to attend every Committee
Meeting. The Hon.Secretary and other Club Officers have been a great help in
sending on information whenever they have had the time but it does impose an
additional burden on them, T am particularly grateful for the reports on
Meetings at which I am not present - even if there is a marked tendency for these
to follow a regular pattern of ”Apologles from les,Hawes" followed by three pages
of expenditure approved at the Meeting ! :

' On a more serious note, the Financial Statements may benefit
from a few specific comments:

EXPENDITURE : Of the total of £124, some £56 represents
expenditure on items of a non-recurring nature, viz., Duplicator, Stove Parts,
Printing the new Constitution, and part of the 10th Amniversary Publication cost,
Expenditure on coal is up but the bulk ordering has at least resulted in coal
being available throughout the year whenever it has been needed, - Paraffin
expenditure is up also. Dare I connect this with a certain controversial experiment
in cottage heating ?7!! I have noticed that some of our new members use large
quantities of paraffin for fire-lighting and a cessation of this rather -
unnecessary practice would doubtless bring about a saving. The much-improved
cooking facilities provided towards the end of 1955/ 56 have naturally: led to an
increase in calor gas usage and here again the Cottage Warden has drawn my
attention to a certain amount of extravagc‘ince in burners being left on when not

in use,
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INCOME: The new system of recording and collecting Cottage Fees
has proved most satisfactory and Fees outstanding at the end of the year -
amounted to only just over £6 compared with £5 last year under the old system.
Incidentally, all but 415/- of that £25 has been collected during the year, ?
Despite the restriction on visiting Clubs and petrol rationing, Cottage Fees
remained almost the same as for the preceding year. Income from Subscriptions
was considerably higher, largely due to increased membership,. the collection of
“some Subs, from the previous year, and tenacious methods of collection..

FINANCIAL POSITION: The Balance Sheet shows a favourable position,
particularly in comparison with those of previous years, A further £,0 has been
transferred to the "New HQ.Fund" during the year, making a total transfer of -
£80 within the period of the two last financial years., Accumulated Revenue .
Funds represented by the Current Account balance and the assets listed in the
Balance Sheet also show an increase in the region of &0 over last year's figure,
The Roneo Duplicator purchased during the year is shown at cost = provision for
depreciation being delayed until the first full year of use. The stock of coal
has simply been "guestimated". The heap looks to me sbout a quarter of what
was originally delivered, but I should be quite happy to accept any amendment
especially 1f' 1t based on a more scientific formula than the one I have adop’oed

(59

FUTUBE POLICY 2 There is little doubt that the high level of .
expenditure will continue. The Committee has given prior consideration to the
more pressing needs of the coming year and large sums of money have already been
allocated to the Tackle Officer for Club and Rescue Equipment and to the Cottage
Warden for the purchase of new bunks for the Cottage and for one or two minor
mpcrovemen’cs. : v

The‘,'present state of affairs is such that it has been umnecessary
for me to recommend any changes in Subscription Rates or Cottage Fees, and I am
confident that a few more years like the last one will enable the Club to
build up an adequate Reserve for the New HQ (the present amount I regard as
wholly inadequate) and yet maintain and improve the facilities provided for
members and visitors fortunate enough to be caving in South Wales,

les,Hawes, Hon,. Treasurer,

Note: The Hon, Treasurer expresses his regrets to members who were present
at the A,G,M. that his pre-occupation in the sordid business of
earning & living made it impossible for him to prepare in time for , ,
the Meeting this comprehens:.ve Report on the F:Lnanc:x.al Statements . -
presented thereat, :



* 3 SOUTH WAIES CAVING CLUB,

Income & Expenditure for the year ended 28th February, 1957.

2 EXPENDI TURE, INCOME,
£, s. d. Lo 8. ¢
Cottage Expenses: ,
Electricity 3« 5. 10, Cottage Fees 63. 7. ¢
Coal 16. 150 s ",
Paraffin 5 19, 2. Subscriptions
Calor Gas 10 =, =, '
Elsanol 10 19. ~e 1955/56 S 30 70 6-
- Anthracite x 1956/57 & |
Stove Parts 7. 16, 6, Entrance Fees : 55, 11. . 3.
Crockery, Repair : 1957/58 - 12, 6,
- Materials & c .
Sundry Expenses 9, 10, L. E 59 1.
. 550 50 10¢ Donations i 1. 18. €
Cottage Fees T
- written off ‘ —
= 560 “e 100
, , Interest on
General Club Expenses:. o Deposit a/c, 2. 12, 8
| Roneo Duplicator 35, =, =,
| Stationery, ,
Books &c. -9 9 2
’ Printing New
" Constitution &
Rule Books 7. 10, 6.,
Cost of
NeWS].etters 8; 1 20 30
Officers!
Postages Le 19 9.
_ 650 11t ' 8.
1957 C.R.G. :
Subscription 1 5 =,
Cheque “Book &
Bank Charges 10 60 bt
68. 2. 8.
Excess of Income over
. Expenditure 3. 6. 5

£127. 9. 1. | £127, 9. 11,




SOUTH WALES CAVING CLUB,

Balance Sheet

~
an

at 28th February, 1957.

Lisbilities and Credit Balances.

Assets ond Debit Balaﬁces.

) ES. S. .d, Le  Se de
New H,Q. Fund e 7. 7. S R
. Roneo '250' Duplicator %at CoSt) 35, =s =
Accumulated Revenue T
Funds 900 15- 10, Stock of Coal ) 3 1{-0 ~e s
, ' Returnable Paraffin Drun§ 2e = =
Subscription in Advence 12, 6. : : ‘
Sundry Debtors:
Cottage Fees Oufstandjgig 6. 10. 6,
’ %
Cash at Bank:
Current Account-
Lloyds Bank ILtd.
Deposit Account- :
S. Wales Trustees - =
Savings Bank, Ud 17, 700
188, 15, 5.
£256| 50 110 58236. 5. 1‘;.

(8igned) L.A. Hawes,
Hon, Treasurer,
22nd March, 1957.

 (signed) J.M. Davies.
Hon. Auditor,
29th liarch, 1957.
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The Irish Tripe

During the late summer of 1956 Marjorie and Lewis Railton,
Les Hawes, Bill Little and I spent three weeks touring and caving
in Ireland. The object of the visit was to see some of the known
caves and to try snd get & general idea of the area. The main
areas visited were Co.Clare and the Marble Arch Gramp, Fermanagh,

The first few days we toured along the south passing through

-Come.an¢ Michelston on towards Killarney and the Kerry Ring.

The weather w§s really wonderful and we watched the clear sky
efraid theat st shy woment it would darken bringing us the rain
«€ had been told to expecta We saupled our first dradght Guiness

and saw the Healy Pass on the same day,bbth wonderful events
that I hope I shall always remember. The Irish roads are quite
fair or so we thought until we took the car over the Gap of
Dunloe and then it was a case of '"Greem Beasts go where horses
fear to tread? ( For the uneducated the Greem Beast is the
affectionate mame given to Les Hawes® car - Ed) :

New Michelston Cave,

This was the only dry cave we entered, It is comnercialised
in a vague sense but cavers are allowed in without guides., It is
guite extensive,formed in thick beds and the main chamber is
worth some of a photographer's time _

Co, Clare .Aféa..

This large limestone area is known as the Burren, It is certainly
intoresting walking country with some Karst type limestone even
more typical than the genuine Karst. Slieve Elva is the mountian
whose drainage controls most of the caves in the area, It has a
grit cap over a large layer of shale and many of the caves are
formed at the junction of this layer and the underlying limestone.
The west side is outcrop limesione beautifully terraced down to
the sca,

Poll-na-gollum is Ireland's largest cave,4% miles, It has
few formations and is basivally a stream passage necding no
tackle, Fast progress can be made in the stream because any
potholes are filled up with shale pebbles. Unfortunastely, coming
out the same fast progress took us up a side passage! Some time
was spent collecting insmde the cave and later at the two risings

which carry water from the cave namely, St Brendan's Well and
Killeany. These surface collections were not very succesful,
resulting only in spccimens of Gammarus, Indeed this was the
case with all our surface collecction. The collection from the
cave included Niphargus and Springtails,

Fisher Street Pot also known as Poll-ne—gollum for Irelsand

-
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seems to be covered with them, The entrance is a 40ft.shaft leéding
to a real river passage; no stream this, Initially it is rather
a low bedding plane which is one of the wettest parts of a wery
wet cave, The Aran View tributary passage is quite well decorated
and the cave certainly merits the trouble taken in keeping
photographic equipument dry. Specimens were found in the trébutary
passage and beside the main stream, : '

Poll-an-Ionian has a very small entrance, 800ft of low crawl
and a large chamber containing a 30f% stalactite in that order.
We had the greatest difficulty at the stalactite trying to get
two photographers to agree on those matters on which photographers
should agree, This promised to be our longest trip until the models
took a hand and decided uwaetters., Apart from the attractiom of the
large stalactite this cave is very interesting and immediately
awakens the urge to dig.

Gragan West was found after much wandering about in a peat
bog in the rain. Its name certainly conjures up a true picture
of the cave., A narrow,jagged rift-passage thalt tore my overalls-
to shreds. We fully expected to encounter some monster or other
and indeed Captain Ah&b Hawes did catch a white Niphargus,

Whilst in this arca we stayed at thc Irish Arms in Lisdoonvana,

en idesl starting centre. It has -the additional advantage that

the proprietors arc used to the ways ofl cavers. We were execeptionally

well looked after there, The local pcople here;as cwerywhere wlsc
on our trip were always interested and immensly hcelpful.

Mask — Corrib Arcas

Here two great troughs,Mask and Corrib arc. joincd umderground,

There arc several caves in the arca and in passing through we
looked at Pigcon Hole., This turncd out to be an impressive entrance
and nothing clsc but as thc only rceorded Niphargus from Ireland
was drcdged up from Lough Mask quitc some time was deovoted to

biag collceting.

We thon spent two days touring through the Canemarra Mounttains

and on to the bordcr of Northern Ircland.

Formanagh - Marblc Arch Groups

Wo stayed just over tho border at Belcoo which saved crossing

thé border every day. Hcere the Woather bgcamc rathcr incomsideratc,-

,ﬁLTho first day we located Poll-ne-—gollum which is conveniently
situated besidc the roads Then we parked the cars just above the
great Monastir 8ink and walked to thr Marble Arch Cave looking at

Cat's Holc Sink and Cradlc Hole on the way. This gave us am cxccllent

ideca of‘tho arce,

Therce are three large sinks, Momastir,Pollsunera and Cat's

i
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Hole Sinks. They are all hugh swallets with rivers disappearing
against vertical cliffs, Though the heavy rainfall hindered our
caving it gave us the opportunity to see these impressive sinks

in flood, The Monastir water resurges at larble Arch having passed
through Cradle Hole., Pollsunera water goes via Poll-na-gollum

and resurges below larble Arch, The bedding is thick and the

caves are of large cross—section but unfortunately most of the
vast ingerconnecting system which wust exist is submerged. Water
conditions are the all important factor in this area,

The'following day we laddered Poll-na-gollum and descended
to the stream only to find it swollen to an impassablc torrent.
Some»time'Was spent taking photographs and looking for bugs,

The following day Marjorie,Leowis and Bill sct off for Rosslare
and howe via Dublin while Les and 1 rcvisited Marble Arch., The
water was high making dinghying difficult. The boat and crew
‘had the habit of disappcaring suddcenly downstream, We also entercd
Scregn Hill Passagc and had difficulty inm getting out. With water
conditiond as they werc we decided that a party of two bolow ground
was too small. )

For thc rcmaining fcw days we leisurely tourcd Northern
Ircland., The weather was wonderful and cayping a pleasure, This
was a real life of casec just sitting looking at the scenery.

We spent a full day at the Glant's Causcway along with a lot

of other tourists taking advantage of the sumn, The cliffs hore
arc strecakcd with red and contrast with the lovcly blue wator,
Just made for colour film, Irelamd has a wcalth of coastal
scencrys the cliffs of Mohcr, Co.Clarc being another impressive
sight. Finally we rcluctantly wotorcd down the cast coast which

we Tfound rather unintercsting and on to Rosslarc harbour,

Ireland has imnumcrablc known cave systcms of size and
intcrest for the wvisitor to cxplorc and ecach area must have a
considorablc amount of cave awaiting discovery. On my next trip
to Irecland I would like to concontratc on onc arca for glthough -

a grecat deal of work has becn done ther is ample scope fLor more.

In the ficld of biospeleology specimens of Springtail were
found in all the caves of Co.Clarc that we visited and Niphargus
in all except Poll-on-Tonian. Niphargus, Springtails and Asellus

from Pigcon Hole and in thc short timé we spemt in Poll-na—gollum®
Fermanagh the only results were Springtail,

John Hartwe: 1957,

E
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Roman Lead Mines,

On the ridge of Draethen Woods (Coed Cefn Pwll De om 0.S.
maps) near Machen is a series of hollows,leaf-filled pits and open
shafts stretching in two parallel lines on cither side of the ridse
for a distance of 3 wmile - lead workings of Romsn Origin, interspersed

with a few small netural cavcrns. ARthough wost are filled with .
lcaves and lcaf-mould covering artificial boulder chokes(infinite
possibilities for diggers), scveral arc accessible by rope, ladder
or neither, ' '

Guano Cave., A 15ft diamcter hole,one side a sheer cliff

and the other side of gravel and leaves, leads down for 10ft to

a shaft with a drop of a further 15ft., The bottom of the shaft is
full of leaves and surrounded. by boulder chokes(as usual) excopt
for an opening betwecn Boulders leading up a short inclined passage
into a small chamber (The Antc—chamber). Straight ahead is a squecze
(9")into 'Helietitc Hall' 10ft wide and from 3 to 5ft high varying
with the slope of the floor. A rock buttress projeeting from onc
wall divides the hall into two, half thc roof boing covercd with

a mass od short whitc stallactitcs, curtain fringes and holictitecs
ranging fpom J-shapcs to horizontal fingers. :

At thce cnd of the hall a turn to thce left lcads to the
site of digging opcrations in the gravelly floor and to a couplec
of boulder chokcs overhcad. : o * ,

In the top sidc of thc hall a scam of galens and calecite

has been worked to form a rift inclincd at about tweonty deogrcess to

the vertical. Access can be gaincd by cliubing a chimmey for
about 10Tt from the hall,which cmerges inmto 'Guano Gallcry', the
working floor of thc scam,littored herc amnd there with bats
suspended over piles of guano. The gallery is closcd at one end
by a pcrilous bouldcr chokc,the apparcent keystonc of whiech is
held mercly by its wrong-way tapcr. Thc passsge lcefs under this
but only to a dcad .cnd guano~-grotto; howcver in the opposite
direction the gallcry can be followed over the top of the Anti-
chamber and finally dropping down into it besidc another boulder
choke, Thus, this gallcry forms a possible way into Helictite Hall
avoiding thc squeezoysuitable for bodics more than 9" thick.

o

Guano Cave, Rough scetions
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A sccond hole worth visiting,mostly artificial,follows a lead

seam for about 50 yards, Entrance is down an open inclincd chasm
thick with ‘lcaves,down which onc slitheors until at about 20ft.
below ground level onc disappears underground on to a boulder
slope rcoching the bottom at about 30ft. Thence a passage ebout
4ft. squarc lcads morc or less horizontally umtil it rcaches the
top of a pitch. An 8ft. vertical drop londs onc a om a small ledge
whence o further 10ft. down a chimncy tilted sideways brings onc
to the bottoms The bottom,few fect of onc side of the chimncy is
cut away,so that thc usc of a 30ft rope greatly facilitates the
descent and particularly the ascent,execpt that thorc is nothing

to which to belay it; a fricnd or log imported from without can
be uscd. i

| o From here the scam hes becn mincd to some 4ft in width and

| - 20ft. or worc im hcight,progress along thc floor consisting of =a
gerics of climbs over hcaps of rubble, in which lumps of galena
ond cerussite in calcite are promincnt. Every now and them the
passage splits in two wherc a wall of unproductive rock has been
loft standing. In placcs thc sides of thc scom can be sscended by
to high level gallerics ncar the roof, Im one of thesec is & white

a calelte-covercd wall down which flow strecaks of a black oily
substamcc, and drips from the staincd with irom for rcd rose patterns
on the whitc floor, Scvcral passaBes run off from the main 8Cam,
some of them cnding in apparcntly impossibly narrow working conditions
clthough the abandomed scams in places contain a solid 2" vein
of galena, It is hard to imagine anyone goint to work cvery day
through 2 narrow mud crawl into a 12" vertical scoam but that is
what appcars to have beon donc,

Then there is the 50ft shaft - a vertical roughly 8ft diamctcr
shaft with a becch trec growing across the top to which to attach
a ladder. At thce bottom is the usuall pile of lcaves with = large
cntrance to onc side into a secam. The top of the stem is about 15ft

above the level of thc bottom of the shaft: the floor is a
forty-five degroee slope of loose rubhle and the roof slopes at
a much greater angle so that they gradually comworgo, but do not
mect as far as can bc scen. Lack of rope and a minor coeidont
ceuscd further cxploration to be abandoncd on our only dcscent
of this shaft. .

Scaton Phillips. 1957,
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Caving in 1870,

From t=~ Tramnsactioms of the Cardiff Naturalists' Socicty
Vol.11l. Pte.l. 1872,
Part of a papor by F.G.Evens on the Carbomifcrous Limestone

E3 1870‘ T .
There is. a very remerkable cave in the Vale of Neath mcar the
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village of Ystradfellte. This is called Cwa Porth and is situated
on the river Mellte,which jolns two other streams mnear Pont-
neathvaughan, to form the Nedd,or Neath river. The singular point
connected with this cavern is that the river runs through it and
is lost to view for upwards of %00 yards. In this part of its
course the streaw.is,in fact,completely subterrancan., The entrance
which looks something like a rallway tunnel is 40 feet wide and
o0 fect high,but it rapidly 1owers at a distamce of gbout 20 yards
end the river runs on in its dark and gloomy Waxggnseen.by mortal
oye. In the summer when the water is low,the reggSses of the cave
may be explored for some 1ittle distance, but artificial light is
requircd as the garish light of day never penetrates the arcana
of this stronghold of nature. Picnice are often held at this
spot,and after dinner 1adies and gentlemen think it is necessary
to explore the caveri. The enginecting gifficultics of the cmterprisc
ape sufficiemt to call forth all the gallantry of the rougher SOX;
and,in conscquencc of the perversc tondency of camndles to prcmature
ond inconvenicnt cxtimetions the deficicney of hcadroom that brings
erawling into requisition and the trepiditiom ladics naturally
menifcst when placcd in positions of novelty and somec risk,of coursc
the support of a strong arm is rondercd inevitable. This may be
onc of thc cases in which novelists tell us that the emotiomns N
of ycars arc crowdcd into moments,and we camnot wondcr that at
such high pressurc the assistance of an arm on a tewporary cucrgency
somctimcs lcads to the interchange of hcarts for mutual support
" 4p the morc permencnt difficultics and trials of after-liife. In
this scnscgwonderful as the cave is in a geological poimt of
view, it camnot boc rcgardcd as a 'matchlces' phonomenon.

The obove was collcctcd by Scaton PhillipsS.

———————-1————————————-——-—-—_-——-—-——-—-—-——-—-————-—-—.—

Round and about,

Ogof ¥fynnon Ddu,

Wo lcearm with plecasurc that Sir John Hunt reccently visited
the cave., In a lotter he says thgt it is onc of the fimost caves
he has visiteod. We hopc that he thoroughly cnjoycd himsclf,

Ogof Ffynnon Ddu. '

In oxtonsion of Low No-way in the RAWL scrics has been
found, It is about 70 £t long and we hopc to publish a rcport
and survcey of it in thce mcar futurce.

Pwll Swnd,

100 yards to the north of this cave cn old dig which was
startcd by Paul Dolphin hes peen restartecd and there is now a cove
somc 100ft in longthe

Lead Mincs at Machemn and Cwm istwytng
As will bc seon from wmm article in this neowsletter Scaton




9.
Phillips is making extensive oxploratioms., At Cwm Y¥stwyth David
gonkins and "Bill Mills sarc cxplorimg the considerablc workings
- ‘which contain somc beoutiful formations, A full roport will be
publishcd when the cxplorations have been complctcds

APCD.AllWOddc
Thc Chelsceo Spcelcologieal Soclcty rcport that thcy have

cntercé anothcr roof passage = Angcl's Roost, about 20ft. from
Guano Possage and 10ft.higher. The climb up is ratheor difficult,
12ft in an 8" @dometer solution tube lcads vertieally down for
4ft into Guano’ P}s sagc. The total lcmgth of the now puSS“gO is
50ft. ond the 178t 20ft is a roomy chrubersrenchcd by & squcezes
10ft high end 12 £t broocde -

Weighbridgce Dige
This has becn startcd again and o possible cxtcnsion

passage haos beon found, It w111 now probﬂbly be full of water
for the rest of the summer? ,

Club News,

s Subseriptions.

Menbers are now reminded that these are now due and they
should be sent to the Hon.Treasurer as soon as possible, If it
wished you con fill in & Bankers Order form.

Tackle.
Tackle tust not be taken away from the headquarters for

more'fhan.tWenty—four hours w1thout perm1551on of the tadkle officer,

Commlﬁtee.’

Brian de Graaf haS besn co-opted to the conmlttoe,

Mdgof fynnon Ddu.,

Anyone wishing to visit the cave during the WGOK mnet mﬁke
prior arrangcments with John Barrows and the Hon.Secretary should

3 be notlflcd.

Thaﬁks.

- .Our .fhanks arc duc to our chairman ° r E. Aslctt for the gift
w of a rotary pump to the lub.

New Members,

We welcome the follow1ng new memberss—

B, JoF.Dale, Canopic Housc, Southcnd,Munbles, Swansca.
Miss,C.NsDavics, Southend Hotel, Mumbles,Swansca,
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T,H,DaViGS;W3@}W§ﬁﬂ&0233d§§ﬁ@&b#ﬁ%&i&&,Qe&ﬁmarggﬁ@mw, I I ®
M.D.Earnshaw;_Woaaé@aﬁﬁﬁﬁéé,ﬂK&hgsiG@&Eeggydﬁauaﬁq;J;Vr2 PR
C.K.Gower, 86,Hcol Emrys, Pecnlan, Swansca. ) R
Mr and Mrs.D.T.Gregorys 20,Hawthorn Av,, Uplands, Swansea,.
R.Gregory, Sophia,Westminster CrcscentCyncocd, Cardiff.

- I.Homes, Uplecadon,Trumpct,Nr,LedburyHercfordshire.

D.M, Jones, Dan~yr-Ogof Housc,Pcnycac,Swansca Vallcye.
Mrs¢L.A.Mallory,1030, 83rd St.,;Brooklyn 28,New York,;U.S.A.

R. M., Powecll, 92, Edwards Rd, ;Erdington,Birmingham 24, ' '

R Walcs, 10,Linkficld Lancs Redhill, Surrey.

Changc of addrcss.

Bradshaw.G. Alt Dhu, High Micklcy,Stocksfield,Northunberjand, - -

Mr and Mrs.W.,E.Cléarkc. 65Glyndorwcn“Cresc.,Derweh-FaWr,Sketﬁy,SWansea.
Mr and Mrs.G.L.Clissold. Caravan, c/o Plasncwgdd,Llywdcocd,Aberdarce

" Mr and Mrs.P.Doiphim, Thc UpgendCo.(&frica)Ltd.s P.O.Box 18,

o : Kampsala, Ufganda, , -
W,Sharpley. 111,Trinity Rd,Edinburgh, Scotland.
R Wallis. Swildons, 343,Upton Lane, Widncs, Lancs.

Do A, Willis, Miners Arms Cottagc, Priddy, Nr,Wells, Soms.

P . Y

Géof Ffynnon Ddu Leader® s;Liamiiszf givén-ovaxleaf, .
HomeSoc, P.i.W;Bﬁiﬁéy.157,Commércial*Rd.;Newport;;mbn.»

- w3 T e e e o
Hon, Treasurer,.. L.A4,Hawes,Corner Oottagds Rounton Rd, s Church Crookham,
) [ Yo oI rv'a-f»j‘ Foen i, Fre i '{ AR T T e Han-ts, .

PRSI ELES:

-

Hon. Bl toril. DiWsJenklins, Dinmore, Dyffryn Ré., 11 andrindod Wells:!
- ¥ ; . Rads,

Tackle Offbecer and Cave Rescue Organiser :
G.Cliseold, Caraven,c/c Plasnewydd, Llwydcoed, Aberdare.




Ogof Ffynnon Ddu Leader's List.

Dr.E, Aslett. T.B.Clinic,Courtiznd Terrace,Merthyr Tydfil,Glaun,
T.K.Ball, Bronderi, Peniel Green, *lansaunlet, SwansSea,
R.LeB.Bennett, 13, Glanmor Park Rd; .Sketty, Swansea,

J.Bevan, 13,Cecil Rd., Erdingtom, Birmingham, 24,
Miss.M.MsBoughton, 21,Coniston Av., Sheldon, Birmingham 26,
W.E.Clarke. 6,Glynderwen Cresc, sDerwenOFawr, Sketty,Swansea,
G.Clissold, Caravan,Plasriewydd, Llwydcoed, Aberdarec,

B. de @raaf, 5,Tal North, Pennorth, Brecon,

NoDilly, 79, Arran St, sRoath, Cardiff.

JeMsHartwel, 116,Maes-y-Dre, Glynnecath,Glam,

P, I W,Harvey,157,Commercial Rd., Newport, Mom.

Mre.P.E.Harvey, 157,Commercial Rd.,, Newport,ion.

L. A Hawes,Corncr Cottage, Rounton Rd., Church Croakhsm, Hants,
D.Hunt; 19,Spring St., Cadoxton, Barry, Glam.

D.W, Jenkins,Dinmorc,Dyffryn Rd. ,Llandrindod WellszRads,
W.HeLittle,29,Wrckin Rd., Sutton Coldficld,Warcs,

F.Morgan, 33,Dunraven Rd,, Sketty, Swansca,
CeLeRailton,12,Chestor Road North,Sutton Coldficld,Wares,

:Mrs.M,Railton,12,Chester Road “orth,Sutton Coldfield, Warcs.

TeNeRound, 25,Shaftsbury Rd., Wednesbury, Staffs.

. GeSanders, Delfryn, Twyn-y-Bedw Rd., Clydach, Swansea,
"ReSmith, 98,8tanwell Rd. ,Penarth, Cardiff.

G.0.Thoma®, 5,Farmville Rde., Splott,Cardiff.

Club Leaders.

D.Kemp, 17,Becmead Av., London,S.W,16,
H.J.Kerr,46,Barlow Rd., Levenshulme, Manches?er.lQ.
KeW.L.Worthington, 41,Greenwood House, Longsight,Manchestcr,
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