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Editori al by Chl oe Fr an

nbl wydd Hapus SWCC!

i s past fortnight has been a happy bl ur of c

cument to meet my incredibly ambitious and self
pefully many of you wil/ be clutching your news
en successful. 1t has been i mmense fun putting

i s somet hing t o be proud of . Thank you t o

thusiastic nagging by writing. This edition of
ge range of activity which happens in the club.
me highlights of this edition include: the rec
actically on our door st edp;swmmmeruntdr iup tod tthe Rdr

me reflections past tdemel pbdbnderi ngs about the f
e geology of the Gower Bone Caves and (a very
uge.

ree to the next 70 years!
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Presidenti al Ponder éngs:
and Future?

Jem Rowl and

At 70 years of&dSWCCothdeme | ook back on and much

despite its 70 years, SWCC cannot claim to be an
Yorkshire and Mendi p, for exampl e, are much ol dei
i nstrument al in revealing the caving potenti al i n

of SWCC have influenced the way it has developed,
some ways the c¢club has not kept pace with change,
many of us treasure SWCC, not just as a base fc¢
weekend | ifestyle dticddfagreémntf efr €@mand&WCC continue i
have we diverged from the sort of c¢club that appea
over the past 70 years may help us consider, i f n
a omewhat approxi mate summary of how SWCC has be
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bably the first real caving in the Swansea Val
gan brothers, in 1912, of the Dan yr Ogof rive
ond that, things were fairly quiet unt il t he

m Yorkshire and Mendi p, began to study the are:

o =~ O

This was followed in 1938, with the first trip ir
which was at the Waun Fignen Felen sink in an at
Dan yr Ogof. In 1939 the potenti al i mportance of
British Spel eol ogi cal Association hel d i ts annu
del egates from the UK and beyond. Then war interv
1946.

Serious activity began in 1937, with exploration
[
i

After the war, for cavers who were now mainly fro
remote. Few people had their own transport and an
no Severn Bridge so it was the | ong way around th
the M48 bridge now stands, or putting the vehic
nnel . There were passenger trains from Bristol
e valley or slow trains from Neath to Brecon Vv
ving was barely viable and most activity took
nger breaks. Most <cavers camped at the Gwyn A
cient Briton.
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Easter 1946 there was a clear case for forming

- R T m >0 A
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e Gwyn and SWCC was born. l'ts first success was
on the August Bank Holiday weekend. With a maj
pread, and new members arrived, many of them | oc¢
i rst HQ, Penbont, a small cottage to the =east |
l ynfell, the river emerging from Dan yr Ogof.
The discovery of OFD led to a buzz of other acti.i
and access to some passage at Sinc y Giedd. Dye t
indicated | arge sections of cave beyond the known
Exploration of OFD proceeded and other clubs wer e
Little and Lewis Railton commenced a high grade s
when, while surveying, they became trapped for t
water in Upper FIl ood Passage. This further rai s

p



creation of the Escape Route in OFD.

Throughout the 1950s the focus was on pushing and

Ma wr Pot was extended. I'n 1953 Tunnel Cave was
explored. By the end of the decade the c¢club was t
and was attracting significant number s of visito
available for purchase and the ten cottages were
each. After some modifications to the cottages, S
19587 wa®oaden ddecmad8WCC. I n Gower, the finely dec
was opened, followed in 1962 by Tooth Cave. Al so
was sunk through solid rock to provide a fine throc
of digging, broke through into a | arge passage, o]
after a relatively short di stance, but it gave ¢

undi scovered miles of OFD.

1964 and l1966&csawkwhrk codHexpgdictiiudbns to the then
ai med at recovering the remains of partisans t hr

fascists i n WW2. With SRT, this would have been r
it necessitated construction of a specialised hy
booms etc. and was a major feat for which the <c¢lu

were awarded t heéupgroessitaidgmeSdtaabr by t he Yugosl av Gover
I n 19614, through the good offices of Dr . Ashford

again open, having been c¢closed since the outbreak
caving access just after the war. At Easter 1966
time and the i mpressive DYO 2 was &explored and
suppl ement . Shortly afterwards, DYO 3 was found,

Meanwhi |l e, there were digs attempting to find OFD
Coronati odm nAOED 1. From 1958, di vers were hard a
beyond Boulder Chamber and it was the dedication

reached OFD 2 in 1966 and explored the stream pas
occasion surviving a very nearly | ethal boul der <co
Cwm Dwr choke eventually succumbed to attention f
route quickly facilitated exploration of the wvarioc
of OFD 3 and the opening of Top End elafnc dd dyriRien g t
connection from 1 to 2 opened, after initial provo
Hitherto, SWCC had focused on finding new cave.

Admi ttedly there -emetreer esdonpeasusnages to explore and d
became clear that further |l arge discoveries would
shifted to |l earning the new systems and tdheunri ®igu
cavionlghe thir st for new discovery was eroded al tt
occasional additions have been made to OFD.

In the 1970s there was ancaeamweimicmgnediawner giiare when

sought t o extend i nto t he area occupwiede bMatQRDe
Conservancy Counci l reé&poampded atch etsh e yclbwlyi ng t he
cave and establ s hfiinrgstt huen dékK gr ound Nati onal Natur
which remains today, now under the auspices of Nat
There have, of course, been other significant achi
OFD, an i mmense achievement by a small team who t
invol ving expert cartography. The recent di scove
motivated team is of maj or i mportance, demonstrati
new area. Also notable are the regular overseas tr

along with the successful meets progr amme.
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erthel ess, much of the drive that characteri se

gone. There are stildl those who di g, but not
found, and not far away. There may be a syst
arly a significant amount of passage between
ause of the heavily faulted nature of the BI ac

c y Giedd to Dan yr Ogof may be unachievabl e.

many years the soci al side centred on I|lively
re the club was founded and where SWCC had it :¢
tuofeom Welsh hymns to the other end of the sp

ds at the Gwyn in the 1970s the c¢club moved t
iton and | ater to the Copper Beech. Subseque
wyllt became the social focus, where evenings
her staid, with the occasional ri bald exceptio

al ways good to see a group having some fun but
riy sombre ad,t tmanygbe,o nfefw or younger members

average age of the membership is increasing,
ning clubs based within an easy day trip of
versity clubs after graduating. SWCC has an e
nts for prospective members, resulting in keen
eresting to know how many provisional s have
ulars at Penwyllt and how many are or are beco
club | ife to be the motivators, to push for n
ur e. Certainly there are several in those <ca
do we attract more? What do our younger mem
them and their contemporaries? Hi story see

i viwowl d anot her maj or di scovery stimulate new
n young members?

t wi | | SWCC | ook | i btei mam? 5, WdOhawvd rwyeawasy of k
uld give the question serious thought.



Anot her 707 &6 Wed It a¢a htalte me
Fred Levett

When the 21 founding members came together at East
Caving Club | wonder what they had in mind for th
end of the Second World War an optimiGticect wiewmuwd
have prevail ed, a sense of getting back t o nor
comradeship. Perhaps a chance to escape the daily
some of those qualities from the early years must
decades; some of that initial DNA. The sharing of
friends, a sense of purpose and achievement when a

e the members of today so different to those ear
very di fferent. We ar e, relativ-educiattellat cti
mmuni cate with each other across the world by a
ansport, rely on motorways, the internet, t he NH
pht heri a, TB or typhoid. At the very core thou
ok out for each other, can be a touch eccentr
met hing to be&Bkbkphgth. ar mAbove all el se we have
derstanding of the often fragile and beautiful w
r passion in every corner of the globe if we wi
sire to explore, to reach places no one (or at |
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es this |l eave us fit for the future or | ast i n a

(@)

e Club has adapted with each passing decade, no
igger age range. When | first started caving anyo
their NI'FE <cell and Texol ex hel met to the ne
occasionally 80 brings no concession to the underg

o T H
b B

Whatever t he Club has achieved, whet her t hat be 1
di scoveries, property, conservation record, publ i
through the work of it& masmbersal Agyd sari future an
me mber s . Finding the right members is déntrredlurtno t
this themé& bsuete Iwehtat hi story can teach wus through
Asl ett, a highly respected Chairman from the early
ordinary bloke really, a touch eccentric judged by
a medical doctor, his relSreray cHawti thedrt @ht hé pl D43
extended the definition of l ung disease in miners
t hat benefitted hundreds of South Wales miners.

ived at the Castle Hot el in Brecon. | i magine t
nd Swand®lao loensa s hi s ni ckname. When he died Rog
rustee) acted as his executor and went to extrao
rom a municipal car par k. He had | eft it chained
ri umph. Then Roger kept it wuntil ékRiéggouwdelme di mntdo | ¢
he picture. As a former Chairman myself, although
espec®B| bwas he tried to marshal the members to ac

irThe AKGMapproaching &@&dwawud, fhowt year éas Chairman b
fiHel | o Fred, pré&ttyogoaddgsWgoing on &ad Inmviededa hwehyl

| ocal are so easy going about it Especially afte
Row and also three rail way s breepeares nforreem ctalvee swiidilr
soon though, one ofr t wo me mber s have a talent for
meetings have been a nightmare. Some of them just



matter of prindci gploene of odom couple of meetings t
deci si dmes twekébandetler mi ned to get the meetings to b

fiHow do you expect dhe AGM to go?

il got too much controversial stuff. There are
make a cottage over for married couples to bring
against it. Wolr slkeeespg itldad k meafnr iwbhd t o whomnm, or swaf

iA\r e you saying members are r@ther conservative th

fiDod even hintiathepkl bei ¢sght between the -fvarldey
of ficetvee. gWd quite a f eiwe ofothodd. moTdhhleyconservati)
doéw | i ke change. We wanted an indoor toilet and a
of the men see that as going soft, not in the spi
by one means or another the women might get their
right candidates to stand f&r nCommiorttagepodt swvi | Th

some just do what they want igmoring Committee de:
iHow are the memberéhip numbers?

iPretty good, we are rigorousasd itkee whhaneg eotfs tihm.s e\
Mendip and prefer people with experience. We wan
part of the Club, not j ust those wanting access
They all moan it is expensive, but the hut fee is
the sub a meal fod two in Cardiff.

ADo you want to offer any advice to thosedowho migtl
fil t hiGtmki mgortant to always have some projects on
into, they I|like that, it gives them a sener ddwopu
or beg Gwhnaeteded and a chance to do somre ceanlgli nesr
@l ockwor kbf oaverod hi ng!

firfThanks Edward, good luck &with the AGM. Cheer s!

One thing that is different is th@& dotf scwdetewearec
got over the attitude reflected by Edward. But

members interested in the Club. Age, sex or any o
easy for us when members from university c¢clubs fi
new cl ub, often in groups. This made it so0o muct
integrate. Now they stay on with that club. Her e
wi || make or breakiusndinng heewumemieer s . Everythi
pl ace.

Edward is of course absolutely right: give the m
and be amazed at the result! Yo dc@awn stlke hbast tmem
gardens. Just a simple stone and plaque. Thanks |
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Ogof Marros
Phi | Kni ght

many years we enjoye
we know of the poten

| earn more abou
area.

d the sea caves of Pendine
tial in the area. Years peé
t the geology of caves: wh

>
o

October Idawasi non20my, way to the beach t
I popped in to this yet unexplored part
in to the wooded area, I f ought my wa
eam fed | ake surrounded by a high rocl
oug
t

wa-
ST 00O
>~ O~

h a | oad of fallen trees over what

n S

t

h

i I realised that my wetsuit was not
after months of searching was now tainte
suit
0

t

3 Q- 0® "D SKQQo-—
Q ®®~+® O —O

buy a new one or not go surfing.
h t
Ssi

d crack on exploring before hi
0 s
[ go

I g

ul d accommodate a hand and fo
f a new wetsuit, a

ank in.
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November bef I returned with Andy and
They had al/l come along primarily to see ¢
nd in Pendine Bone cave. We visited the B
d. Tony remarked upon seeing t
e country it would have been du
t above the now named Whirl pool
our heads in the Western most
etres |l ong.

concentrated my efforts on th
st my chest and wiggling bac
ht that a drag tray was i mpr
e or after surf sessions. Tt
S potenti al junction that turr
e passage with more digging to be d
dug passage above the whirlpool t he

he whirl pool dig was at the stage whe
half a body | engt h. At that point a furthe
be seen so digging commenced with gu
ays we parked at Greenbridge and mad
[ instead of a trowel and, not want
hovel down his trousers and we mac
he hilarious realisation of an i me
a who was hit by a bus had a s

pped the floor of Whirlpool d
o see what we were dealing wi

and we uncovered a sl ot t the base
[ o] I hel d orm by his

r t aping my p

ee what was what. \
t was that; we dec|

a
st
sorted t

[ K

(0]

o
~0o ®T

s
, h a
|l e at the rear of the rapidly expan

very day that we first encountere

npodbgtédes difgol |l owed by a visit to
e main reason for

hen go and visit s
reem was at the club, and w

t

S

0

[

0

oined our intrepid team in Apri/l an
a

k

t

the visit was t
ome ancient mo n |
e had a good c¢h
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s were made and fil ming b
'y became -vae eveleyk | mi sasnido ns ofi

r'wn

o @°©°
>
g
%
ge]
2
=
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d our team in 30th
ir was found. Probing with a
el | everyone that ther
ugomaem was miles shor
e on
r

< =S

base of the pit

ned to the surface a
now very excited. A ot of dri
later, As h Pursglove and Clair
Cl ai ree Dehsrpoauigrh. FTrheids | ed t o® tdireo tstpd ear
Despair was made bigger.

00 a-=
5 -
)
Do

was found at the end o
we found a fairly clear 5m
p
u

_.‘
o]
—h
—

f the grotto throu
ep skhaCtamCémitoe
e

e
bl s on the floor

grotto with water worn
always having a breakthro the time we
k's. A large void was found, i One, where As]|
r [ nearly got squished by dislodged rocks. A
alls were too unstable.
e

d

eb
gh by
Pit

18th of Jul vy, Duncan Hornby joined our t
everywhere. Three man chamber was found bu
way to go. An attack focused on a rift rev
d with a gravel bl ockage and a
ntion the unt i | we had eyes o
am way. H Wever, it was not to b
air. Andy tested their stability
needed another pl an.

hen decided to excavate the gravel,
t hiChmombenaméd The
absence, a |l arge boul der
t he
g t

of—P

e stream and constricti
rever, wor kin he constric
g down beyond. We eventually secul

D

a
d. A finely decorated rectangul ar p as
ati n; Duncan Hornby sat w

gravel passage where we &
i ned

-~ T

< T O

PN

i ned &gClianisriestaemd eAntlonweanta
e a age, rambling inanely over
e t a hamber with no clear way ¢
find and | acted as tour guide. Bac
t a | o

D

—» +og

S0 ®D® XOQ5S-”
—_ TS — e+ -

-0 0o

TOoOwu x
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0 n w crawl and popped out in t|

I returned and uncan showed Ant oni a and Ccl
eam wer e t wo addi tional i nl et s, down stream a
tion of roof .

,_,
=
o
o
—-

di scovery: Ash and | wor med our Wwe
igh anticipation wal king many ki

e ceiling. Day three Par al | I t o
rb grotto and pushed the end of the m
coll apse.

of
h

>oQ T T

e 0
a clear way on, nature decided we had had
e i-Belwmuuwareywtly mid



The Descripti
Geomor phol ogy

oOn, Geol «
of -Ogof

A Preliminary Repor
Andy Freem

I ntroductory Caveat
Ogof Marros is a newly discovered cave that has ptr
i ts di scovéariyndoaifhe dr y weat her [ October 2015 a
breakthrough to take place, but since teiretneri tt hhea
maj ority of the cave passages because of the exces
choke constriction. I n hindsight, the digging teat
during the summer and autumn of 2015 and it is unc
whemor nmavle at her patetsetrarbsl irseh t hemsel ves.
The information in this report was gathered durin
passages and three brief trips to the current end
breakt hough, j ust before the onset of the heavy r
means an accurate survey of the whole cave has yet
partial survey bel ow (figs. 8 and 10) must suffic
The Topography, Geology and Surface Karst Characte
The Carboniferous Limestone outcrop of Pendine and
better known kar st areas of the Brecon Beacons, b
same northern | imb of the South Wales syncline. No
is the Devonian Ol d Red Sandstone, though much 1o
|l evel) than that of the Beacons and covered with f
containing Ogof Marros is on average 308assmtwidei mg
sl opes at al tiGQudm.s AdAbHovies it i s cap of the fract
supporting an acid moorland and conifer plantation

of 14800 m.

Only at Pendine does the | imestone intersect with
and the sidnyfvatlkhhatty | eads to the first beach west
Bychan (ffugth2)y. west along t{de ppdagt ,y otume eso Malr r o s
recent periglacial deposits outcrop at sea | evel
 (fig. 1) The 1.
stone headl and
Gil man point wi
Mor fa Bychan be:
at the base of

i mage.



(fig. 2) Mo
Bychan dry val

to the rigl
Marros mount a
top |l eft and
vall ey cont ai
Green Bridge
Ogof Marros |
visible runn
top left to c
The distant r

mar ks t he
Devonian Ol
Red Sandston:

The dry wvalley has | ost its karst appearance Wi

century, of a control pollution stream diversion
be unknown to most cavers except for the existen
Garreg Wen. These have stimulated interest from di
A karst landform of exceptional character i s a

di scharge, just above sea |l evel at Morfa Bychan (1

(fig. 3)
Bychan r
tapped t
water to
Carmarth
The surp
fl ows fr
Marros g
into the
boul der s
50m wi dt

o 5

t is important to note that, unl i ke the gl aci at €
he area of the most recent (DetnéDAnhpbpyl adhasio
he retention of more of its surface weathered
andscape character. Periglacial and Fl uvi al | a
| aci ated prior to the Minchin Interglacial (cirec
l aci al ice deposited moraine and just a few re
coast al cliffs and also in the sides of the val

Marros. This indicates the Ogof Marros valley ma
sink may not. This aspect and the dating of cave

di scussion in the future.

The Hydrology of the cave

The stream within the known parts of t he Marros
Sandstone slopes to the north and west of the cav
a slightly entrenched vaflilteeyi ngo mehweh amhu cubradddar ger i Kk

MO



oriented vall ey t hat i s al iQarlo nwif telm o ush e b cDuervdoan

catchment area is approxi mately 4 sqg. km, Ther e
percolation water sources (through the Marros Mol
sqg. km. A conseguence is that the Ogof Ma®Gresretmes
at the Byfre. The Morfa Bychan rising discharge <co
at Dan Yr Ogof . It i's just possible that the | i m
supply water the geological strike.

(fig. 4) : -

Marros str

an slightl

vall ey wit

Il rish Sea

100m wupstr

t he Coggan
sink and t
entrance.
glacial ti
the | i mest
ORS bounda
beneath; e
at Rabbit
further 10
upstream.

The first si nk, Rabbit Sink, occur s 200 m wupstreec

evident in | ow summer fl ows. I't has sculptured 1|
most flow conditions the stream continues to flow
entrenched channel with ingrown meandé@Whsi,r|Baatanlkvh e n
the channel gradient reduces, a consequence of an
deposition; first of gravel but eventually of S i
Cogg@ancliff depression.
~(fig. 5) 8 Cogagze
"Cl i ff in d
‘summer
conditions
Whirl pool Sink
l eft of centre
the cave entra
is on the | eft
m above the fI
of t he doline.
any higher rai
conditions t |
becomes a | ak
and is marked
such on OS map:
The muddy

The main sinkiikse cquar raypout t&h eBysfirzee. olft OFaDs s ome v
indeed overhanging <c¢liffs wup to 15 m high and 1t
(

possible quarrying history at the site given its
are to be found bowvhl Hdewnoandhepsink). 't woul d F
very boggy, often completely flooded site and the



access track of the type common in quarries. As

~s

landform size and | arge water vol ume.
The stream splits into sinking distributaries up:¢
first is called Gravel Sink. Following this in

Whirl pool Sink (fig. 6) and Boat Si nk; each of v
were it to be on its own.

(fig. 6) Wit
conditions
Coggans Cl i ff
with a chok
Whirl pool Sin
the foregrou

The quantity of sediment entering tise Cdiifk bds<mkad

many metres, flattening it and creating a | imit
absorhb t he di scharge even during typical depr e
exceptional events can flood the entire sink syst ¢

(fig. 7)

several

i s known

Gravel Si

most frequ

active,

swamped,

sinks.

Current observation seems to indicate the water
under the sediment to thie Gracstet o fc h dlke Aaantd ntilaer e
through&&ohetrdthabngives access to the main <cav
significant i mpact on accessibility for cavers. [
survival container was placed just beyond the cho
digging tools so that, when al/l el se fails, one ¢
over the top of the constriction!

The sources of the inlets adi Ddbas haega ldvet heetm
confirmed. A separate stream descends from the ca

Mp



sl opes to the north =east of the <cave, and until

eastward into Green Bridge cave. The water supply
buried and surface culverts and onward down the or
flow into the sea through a pipe under the storm

al most certainly joins the Ogof Marros stream un
Bychan rising.

A Description of Ogof Marros

(fi8.interim sketch survey of discovered passages
di scovered passages are between 350 to 400 metres
estimated as approx. 20 metres

The st elaiingghtdi stance from the cave entrance to th
2.5 km and the altitude drop is 85 m.

q(fig. 9) The

& % entrance to Og¢
s Marros before

| excavation.
if%photo Phi l

'Kni ght)

S

Beyond t hgeatneodw entrance a short | ow phreatic tube
shaft. The sides are currently |l oose and a rope an
the I oose walls (fig. 9)

MC



Entrance

Altitudes

-

86m

80m frec’s Cespar
Deddngorawt]
;-
3m >
i= iy

Plan

0 tube

Ogof Marros ovs s b |

“\ Antcnisy

10 m

Cramomr

raw g
Length: 49m e dses

Depth: 22m
Surveyed by: Michael Perryman, Antonia Freem
{provisional version 6 Dec 2015)

Extended elevation

(fig. 10) grade 4 survey of entrance pass

MT



(fig. 11)

Entrance shal
on the day of
Fréd Despair
breakthrough

At the base of the shaft is as tDeghgaibreddi ng squeez
= N TSN .

(fig. 12)

Returning
Fr é&d Despa
during the
exploratio

...which |l eadboxoeni il etheo a | argely stooping hei.
15A over a boulder choke floor. 20 m on thi& pass
Grotto, with a range of formations that show distoc

the choke fl oor.




(fig. 14)
The Ll ama f or ma

This area is taped for conservation as there are
to cross the taped area would be very destructive.

To the |l eft of the grotto is a draGgfltCtliarmbeand dlowmn

edge of the choke. The rumble of water flow throt
experience. There is a |l arge volume of stacked ro
route continues to hug the |l eft wal.l of the chok:
Shaft to tdhher esemdMbdamber at its base.

(fig. 15)
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The 3 metres of this obgthaecalterdilpoeasissieeysb déelndeeart sh

(fig. 19)
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(fig. 20)
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25 m further on, t h&hsimmp | &ldegasdosr ax iea an ornate ¢
another crawl and t hen into the hi gher first bo
passages on the | eft near Shrimp crawl have been
decorated character and to show visiting cavers th

There are walking sized passages radiating out fro
hand passage ducks under a stalagmite adorned bou

forward is taped to protect sand and mud formatio
reached by the alternative central route). The mai
debris -amaddi ag fallen stalagmites that indicate ¢
river would be found here in flood.

(fig. 22
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Pool s i n t his passage contain trout . Upstream tv
oxbows and some fine decorations, trace -ttlhheougater
which feeds which iis not known at present . Down st
choke that can be carefully passed to a further
passage (fig. 23).

This point can also be reached by going half | ef
climbing 5 m down over a blocky wal/. Fully | eft
taped area to a viewpoint into Crystal Carpet Cha
obvious conservation reasons.

(fig. 23)
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