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HON REPORT i-

During the last twelve months quite a lot of energy and man-hours
has gome inte trying to find new cave passages. Notable, amongst the many,
were the days—long dig to try to open up a cave at Waun Fignen Felen,
natural cave was reached the way on was blocked.  Sink=-y-Giedd was
re-opened = it closed and so was re-opened again. Several lengths of

passage have be Found in %gaf gfyﬁﬁﬁﬁ éﬂ&; Dan yr Ogof, Ogof Cynnes and
] Ao £3 hetween Ogof Ffynon Ddu
1 a successful radio test

I and Il has 7
has been gaé@;
II in the ars
been done and

, 5 Dan yr Ogof some more surveying has
one Aven was made but no way on was found.

E]
s at Ogof yr Esgryn Bast have so far
shown the site to new site, nearby, has already yielded
s human toothe o B e of @Sviiiﬁlg origin, have been found
in Ogof Ffynmon Ddu 1l. if any f?@*ﬁ@? finds of archeclogical interest
’ ’ inder would r&%ﬁzﬁ his find in the
,% the name and address of the

Aycheo

are made we woul
log book at
keeper of the

Some work has been put into securing the lower entrance of
Punnel Cave since Davy Price’s Hall is to become = show cave = to be
known as Cathedra s has resulted in fresh access negotiations
being made for ower entrance and consequently the top entrance
is now locked, available from the headguarters. For some
months acosss € and Dan yr Ogof has been denied to us but access
is now availabl gof but, at the time of writing, access 10
Tunnel Cave is s Entry via the top entrance has been refused,
in the interest hil blasting operations have taken place.

st
There g&ii k% a% t? far éﬂ& @f E@¥§ P?l@@ s Hallg the key

The entrance to Cwm Dwr Quarry Cave was found blocked one week=
end. 1+ was obviously dome intentionally.

£+

Pete Cardy was co-opied on to the Committee, as assistant
secretary., He has been a great help to me in arranging leaders for Ogof
Ffynon Ddu I and alsc in a@faﬁg&ﬁg trips into Dam yr Ogof for prospective
guest Eﬁaﬁg?;o Thanks are due to all members wh@ have helped with
vigiting ¢ also due to all members who have acted as duty
officer duri These members help a great deal with the

uring the year. Due
usual, twenty-four,
this means the total

to the incres

@; ’3 mer
membership a to hear of the untimely

death of E@

zzzg was arranged by us
4 and the meeting was
g was very successful
four of our nembers

]
[

‘7




We were invited to send representatives to dinners held by two
other Clubs, In April some members helped the B.B.C. with a recording
sbout caves and cavers and in July some members helped with a2 visit to
Dan yr Ogof for members of the Aberdare branch of the British Polio
Fellowship. Bill Little wrote a booklet entitled “Coming to South Wales
Caves? ', for sale to tourists and others, the proceeds %o go to the
South Wales Cave HRescue Orgzanisation.

the work he has dome for
of Ffynon Ddu, the Commons
donestic water suppliy at the

I must thank Roger Smith
the Club with regard to ithe conserv:
Registration and alsc in comnecti
headquarters.

Following a recommendation of last year’s 4 (.M., the Officers’®
4

reports, with the exception of the Treasurer's report, are being seant out
before the 2.G.M. t was also decided %o send out the A.G.M. minutes
nd me should heve received these early last year. Also, since MNay,

i
(o
@
el
W

an edited version of the minutes has beem displayed on the headquarter's

ke purchase of g small second=hand

The Commiitee has considered
i be brought before the meeting.

+
.
off=set duplicator and this matter will

1971 s
shall be arrvanging
we also celebrate

ees the 25th anniversary ofthe Club’s formation . Ve
dinner, tc be held in October, to celebrate. Can

[A]



HON. WARDEN'S RIPORT 19706 = 731,

Last year I ﬁ‘%ﬁé&% ay three sectiens and 1'11 de
the same this year. e (1) Previsiea ef censumables;
(2) Previgien sf fgu;i&t&%sg aﬁé {3) Maintsnance snd repairs te the

structure of the bulldiag,

1.

2o

Previsien ef oensumables:

During the last ysar there has been ne shertage of any
gensumshle except water, d te & burst in a pipe behind Mrs.
Burtesn's heuss. I 4id appeal at lasst yesr's A.G. M. fer speens -
the result, frem ssme 20 mberz, tetalled appreximstely mnil.

They are 3%11§ reeded, bul mere desperately. I alse asked fer
7 x4

e
N"@

sny sdditiens te ithe censumables thatl are svallable aznd get one
request which has been fulfilled,

Provision of faecilities:

« The main alteration in this respect is the renovatiom of the
cooking kitcheﬁ§ Although the sriificial banger was pot used, the
shambles resulting from the demolitiom part did give way to a
kitchen of which we should be proud, Jjudgiamg by the comments of the
visitors. There have been two msin criticisms, ome on the length
of the rubber burnmer pipes azad the other on the haight of the slab.
But I thizk you have got used %o these shortcomings.

t%“

Quite g lot of work has besa done fto fit out the upstairs
front room of Ho.2 as & laboratory and darkroom after the room's
rencovation, but & lot more, imcluding the provizion of water and
electricity, has still to be dome.

The lack of a drying room has not yet besn overcome as I
have only recenily mansged to persusds someone to give me an estimate
for the heatiag sysiem and, therefore, the app}i@ati@ﬁ for a grant
towards the cost of the envisaged drying room, changing room, shower
room complex has mot been able to be pushed,

Besides the kitches project some other work has been done in
the hostel send this year. The back room upstairs of No,10 has had
a new ceiling together with some jolsts snd a wall-plate, and has

been re-—decorated,

The buildimg of an imcizerator has been started,

Lack of offers of help or even suggestions of what might be
done have limited anything Turther being dons,

Maintensnce and vevairs to the structure of the building:

Section 3 of t ig also, unfortunately, lacking in
achievenment in most v ts. ?s@ roof purlins above No,10 have
both been replaced. Tre pointimg on the end wall of No.,l0 suffered
a fierce attack by & group of local members and their friemds. Thelr
"boss? promised to fimish the whole wall during the yvear but a
combination of bad weather and gradual loss of interest got the
better of them. Hevertheless the num mvgmﬁﬁars iheg put in

T f&gaiaf users of

ome thing. If you

11l see that the final
roof, i.8., %o

that pgrt of the wall
ime for yesrs. There
ers over most of the

does them credit amd I omly wi
the hesdguarters were hall as
take a lock at that emd of the
finish comes %o the 1@?31 @f the
upstairs ~eiling level
in the attie is -~w always dry for the fi
is polyther oun the umndersides of the ral
headguarters roof area RHoOW.

+
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Holes have beesn kaocked through imto most of the unused chimmeys
from the zitics prior to completely cappimg the chimmeys, and six
of the eight chimpeys from Nos. 9 and 10 have been capped. This
should stop water rumninmg ir over the doorway imto No.1l0 upstairs.

That about completes the list of thimgs that have been done
and I would like to thank those of you who have helped om these Jobs.

Some other points come to mind mow, some triviel, some serious:-

Westage = 1w particular - is ome. Lights get left om
unmecessarily, most people use wuch too much washing up liquid; only a
drop or two, literally, is re~~"red - it is a detergemt amd you don't need
2 lather iz the bowl for it te do its job., Too often the bottom door
of the boiler is left ocpen.

Hotlces - someone, with a childish wmind, ianslists on
taking dowan motices from asroumd the headquarters. These are put up for
iaformatiorn and to zssist all who use the place, and it only means more
work for the wardsa 1o replsce them, Hemember, you are mot the oaly
person who uses the place and cothers may just mot kmow or thimk about
the subject of the motice.

Thefts = 211 maaner of things have been wilfully
stolen from the headquariters during the past year iwscluding items whiech
were, or should have been, locked avway. Put thimgs back where they
belong and lock doors after you. If you take somethiag away to use
lsave a note L0 say so. This applies to things like one gross packets
of screws as well as to tools, °

Usauthorised use We occasionally fiad visitors having
a shower without even having asked permission. (In this case I mean
visitors who are not stayimg at the headquarters.) Check strangers
yourself — don't leave it all to the duty officer or the Committee.

Guests Rember if you, as a member, are bringing a
guest with you, that guest is your respomsibility and it is up to you
to point out the H.Q. Rules to him (or her), as well as things such as
the burning of dry rubbish instead of putting it in the bin, not throwing
tea leaves into the simk, (this also applies to things like rice and
potato peelings) amd the correct use of the destimation board.

Lastly, and I would like to stress this, if you break something;
find something doesn’t work: or is loose or damgerous; or needs some
attention - dorn't Jjust shrug it off, but do something about it even if
it is omly to tell the warden, or amcther Committee member. Ten minutes
to put a couple of screws in a window catch may preveant your sleeping
bag getiing sozking wet mext time you come.

Durirg the meeting for which this report has been writtem I
hope there will be some discussion om the future plams for the H.Q.,
ircluding some talk about the proposed heating scheme, about any other
suggested impnovemeat, amd also about the method of carryimg out these
schemes labourwise,

Fipelly, to those of you who have helped me to do the job of
Warder (especially those who have worked on the Y.3.) let me say that the
Cilub as a whole, as well as myself, is very grateful - -nd to those of
you who haven't helped at all (imcludinmg the three or four who have
besn sctually obstructive) let me say the best, mot the easiest, the
best way to pay off your debt of gratitude is to Jjoim the other lot.

Thank you. L.5.GALPIN, Hom.Wardem, 19/2/71.
P.S. If anyone still doesn't believe that there are still sericus defects
in the headquarters buildiag I will willingly poimt them out durimg the

4.G.¥. wesk-end,
A
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TACKLE OFFICER'S REPOR

This year has seen 1o great expedition o concentration of club
activity and has, therefore, been a fairly guiet one for the Tackle Officer.

‘At the beginning of the year the Commititee tried the experiment of
splitting the office of Bquipment Officer into twe postsi= 1. Tackle Officer
and 2, Equipment Officer; an arrangement which was purely a comuitlee one
for last year but about which there will be a motion for constitutional
change at this A.G.M. Mr F Baguley carried out the job of Bguipment Officer

and will present a short report attached to the end of this.

: Tpe Club Tackle and Expedition Tackle were in use on several occasions
during the year. Clive Jones organised a further excavation at Waun Fignen
Felen and theGenerator Kango hammer and other equipment were brought into use.
We losned expeditions 800 ft of ladder and Club members msde trips to Southern
France and N. Bngland,

The committee considered the discussion that took plage at last year's
" A.G.M. and decided that if members put aids inte caves and these glids were
on main routes and essential for safety they should be maintained in
reasonable condition. The inspection of some of those in Ogof Ffynon Ddu II
and III has already started and a new Iope and rawlbolt has been installed
at the climb into the Great Ox bow series. There is further work to be done
in this connection end any help will be welcome.

been examined and
ixings are in good
be re-drilled

11 probably be

The fized equipment into Ogef Ffynon Ddu 1 ha
found to be satisfactory; the traverse v

condition., One bolt on the waterfall traver
end zlso the wire will be tightened = bift

completed before this report is circulated.
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The 40° ledder down to Birthday FPassage in Dan=yr=0gof was found to
be feathering and was removed from the cave, A4 new lsdder is undsr
construction and I suggest keen Den-vr=0gof cavers help to Finish it off.

No new tackle has =en purchesed or msde this ysar and the club has
managed on the work of previous yeasrs. However, 1% will mot be very long before
consideration will have to be given to further comstruction of ladder.

Tmring the year a handpress for pressi urit ferrules was ascquired
on & barter basis from R Stewart snd also a quantity of Alkeli in powder form
was purchased for nife electrolyte. The donstions received from members for
olectrolyte, use of the Club calls, end nife spans has almost balanced the

expenditure on tackle.

During the year work vwas garried out
in serial ropeway was made and can be used for moving a stretcher along & rift.
Also an experimental tubular giretcher was
being provided free of charge by Reynolds Tu
with this stretcher were thought fto be disap
be made until the stretcher has been conplet
meking a longer ‘Clarke’ stiretcher and other
combetting "hypothermia" in egves.

a

ss Limited. The initial trials
pointing but final judgment eannot
ed, Members of theClub are also

s are engaged on the problem of

T would 1like to record that st no time did 1 have any difficulty in
obtaining a helping hand with the tackle and would like to end by thanking
all those members of the Club who helped %o make the job easier, They are

too numerous to list by name.

@
A
e




S HW.C.0. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.
1970 - 1971,

Acting Equipment Officer's Report:

Owing to the way in which this post was created, and the
time at which it was undertaken, after the estimates for the current financisl
vear had been submitted for the year, it was not possible to do justice %o
the appointment. I was off sick for three nonths. As & committee member I
agreed to look after the job, though it had not been fully categorised. it
obviously needed some form of assistance, as I had already intimated in
previous years’ reports as Equipment Officer. It is to be hoped that this
will be finalised at this &.G.M.

A few new items have been acquired by purchase through the
Cottage warden's sccount, and some items and materials have been very kindly
donated by members and non-members, interested. Likewise, several items
have been removed, one item in particular; a roll of calor gas copper piping
wag taken after forcing the lock on No.l cottage. This at & time when the
item was needed for the conversion of the new kitchen. The small tools
which disappear are chiefly hammers, screwdrivers, spanners, plisers and drills,
consequently it has been necessary to use one’s own tools for projects. The
majority of the tools have been marked with white paint, to distinguish thenm
from the caving tools, and they should not be taken away from the Headquarters
without the permission of the EHquipment Officer or the Cotiage Warden.

Material and technical assistance has been rendered to the
Cottage Warden, the Tackle Officer and Cave Rescue Organiser, incliuding work
on the Expedition Stores, Kitchen, Laboratory, Drawing Office gnd sttics, in
order to improve the use of the cottages.

Much use has been made of the workshops for members' owan
private procjects and for S.W.C.C. ones, the main ome at present being the
Tunnel (Cathedral) Cave gating, ete., which it is hoped to complete soon.

The assistance being rendered to the D.Y.0. Cave Management Committee and ftoc the
development contractors will be duly recognised in & tangible form.

It is annoying to find that items of equipment are missing
broken or unfit to use at a time when they are most needed. I would recomnend
that a set of engineering and carpeatry tools be made available and locked up
for the use of the Egquipment Officer amd Cottage Wardenm, and s set for the
general use of members for Jjobs in or about the cottages. It is hoped that
money will be made available for these purposes inm the next budget.

P, S. BAGULEY, Acting Bquipmer t Officer. 12.2.71s



HON. RECORDS OFFICER'S REPOHT

Since taking rver the post of Records Officer I have led the
club library a particularly itinerant existence - going first from
Penwyllt to Bast Lomndon, then to West London, and ending up ian Manchester,

As & result of this, a considerable degree of disorder was imparted
to the collection., Various attempis at restoring a state of order were
only minimally successful, until ome of the sommittee menaged %o obtain two
sizeable filing cabinets. Thess made the itask of restoring order very
much easier, and swallowed virtually all our usbound publications, loose
papers, photographs, etc., =0 that individusl items could once more be
jocated without difficulty. I will taeke this opportunity of thanking the
member who obtaimed the cabinets, which have saved me hours of work.

A few more sets of publications have been bound, and the card index
of subject/au%h@r has been enlarged, although this task is far from complete
and will probably remaim so for quite some time:

Any work put im on the library is, however, pointless unless some
use is made of its comtemts, and since it is assumed that people do mot use
the library because they do not know what it contains am up-to-date iaventory
is in the process of compilation and it is hoped that this egn be issued in
the form of a "pocket referemce book" im the not too distami future, with

supplements published as nmecessary.

JEM ROWLAND




HON, EDITOR'S REPORT

It has been my aim to maske each newsletter better tham any that
has gone before. This was not am easy task since. the newsletters were
already of a very high standard.

An gdditional difficulty was that the committee decided that the
newsletter costs should be considerably reduced, The latter difficulty
has been overcome. Please note that the sccounmts will include sufficient
envelopes for three years of newsletters which were paid for out of this
year's budget. The actual cost of the newsletiers has mow been reduced to
1ittle more than the cost of the paper.

During the year I have received a slow but fairly constant supply
of ariticles which have not been sufficient for amy regular newsletier. It
has, therefore, been mecessary to persuade people to write. Is this because
not enough people are doing serious caving in the area, or is it that they
will not write about their attempts? Why not support the newsletter by
writing a short article on anmything you do?

The newsletter, this year, has been produced entirely within the
club. This has meant a considerable reduction in the cost, but at the
same time a comsiderable increase in the amount of work thst has to be done,
I am indebted to far toc many people to thank in this report for their help,
without which I am sure this year's newsletters would not have been a success.
I would also like to thanmk all the people who have contributed articles.

ROBERT RADCLIFFE

LA



CAVE RESCUE OFFICER’S REPORT 1970 = 71,

This year there has been what we are now regarding as the ususl
spate of incidents. The main ones werei-

1st June 1970: Agen Allwedd, reported on in the last Newsletter,

25/26 September 1970: FPontlottyn - sheep rescue from a mountainside crevice.

30+th October 1970: Draining at Porth=yr “ at the bottom sump,

the ladder at the Top Bnirance.
istance was given to vietim to

31gt October 1970: Tunnel cave, & fgll
No serious damage. 4
come out,

1%/20th February 1971. Porthyr=Ogof = A diver died having apparsntly
followed a wrong line in the wrong direction underwatexr.
Assistence was given to divers attempting to search for
the body. The body was found but had to be left owing
to the over—difficult nature of the diving conditdons.

I mentioned last year the dangsrs of flooding but it seems that
the hazards of gquiet water are easily underesiimated. The toll in lives lost
et Porth-yr-Ogof on the face of it would now merit it being classed as highly
dangerous.

In addition to ithese "practices” there have slso been formal
practical training.

(1) A wet practice at Swansea University Baths was successful and
enjoyed by all divers and otheps alike. Demonstrations and practice of
sumping equipment; floating stretchers and mouth to mouth artificial
respiration were the main objects.

(2) A dry first aid session in the Welfare Hall, Abercrave, was
well attended with about 5 groups receiving instruction and practice in
verinus aspects of first aid at a time.

These last two practices were considerably helped by the
professionsl aid given by a colleague of Clive Jones, with wide experience
of industrial first aid.

There were a few practices held in Ogof Pfynon Ddu with sueccess -
tackling special problems such as lifting patients from the siream.

Attendance at all practices has %a§ﬁ gquite good but nearly always
gome familiar faces (not slways the sams ones) have heen missing and one
feels more effort should be msde by cavers to sttend,

Administratively there is little porte Iliness has mads it
difficult for much progress to be made but i+ lists have been prepared
o]

and given to callout wardens. So far, o nly 2 teams have produced
sheets giving their own joeal snowball proecedure. In our callouts we seem

to be working well with other clubs and organisations and a happy relationship
secms established after last year's meetings,

iezscue Conference at
with other c¢lubs. Little

= now being given Ho

o individusl cavers:

y dumps in hazardous caves and
v when decisions concerning

During the year I attended & Hatdi
Buzton snd have been represented at locsl mestll
new equipment has besn ordersd but considers
preparing small, personal, first alid kits T
Larger kits which could be carried by part
nucleus kits for local teams. This will
centres have been arrived at.

=

& new filing cabinet has been obtaine
be receiving a card to complete. Pligase do
e e fnmmmna $nday P informstion useful

You have already, or will
hope to build up a coumplete
to the C.R.0. but caving




All in =8ll, some progress has been made with arrangements
but pleasse remember members, you could need help yourselves sometimes
80 be prepared and trained to help others.

Finally, I must thank those who have supported Cave Rescus
30 faithfully during the year.

R M WILLIAMS

.10,



IMPORTANT NOTICE (Warden's Message)

The locks on the front docrs of the headguarters will be changed
shortly after Easter this year. The new locks will be of two kinds,
Type 'A' will be fitted to No.l (workshop), No.3, (Tackle Room), amd
Ho .5 {married qaarters}c Type ‘B will be fitted %o No.4 (changing room),
No.6 (kitchen) amd No.8 (by the telephone).

A b1t fitted tc the married guarters side of the door between
there and the lsdies guarters will emable & possible mid-week vigiting
varty to be givem a key which allows ascess to the hostel block and the
changing rooms only. In this event, which will only be arranged in
advance, the small portabls charger in the rescue depot will be put
inteo the chengizng rocm for the visiting party to use, if they reguire

charging facilities,

At present an unknown zmumber of members (end peossibly others)
have headquarters fromt door keys. These keys will no longsr be of use
at the hesdguarters and if you have ons and no longer nsed it for some
other lock thes please retura them to the warden. Menbers wishing to
hold & key in the fubture for any special reason will only be allowed

to do so with the sazmction of the Committes.

L 5 GALPIN

Hon, Wardsn.




R E S C U E

AN APPEAL TO ALL CAVERS

Are you on the Cave Rescue call-out list?
Is your call-out information up to date?
Are you sure?

The Cave Rescue Organisation has recently acquired a filing
system which it is hoped will streamline the call-out system and also store
relevant rescue information in anm easily accessible way.

In order to compile the necessary informatiom you are asked to
fill out your owa cards(enclosed) - in duplicate - and retura them as soom
a3 possible,

HOW THE SYSTEM WILL WORK:

Every caver who has volunteered for rescue work will have a personal
card. One will be kept in a special filing cabimet at the Rescue Headguarters
and the duplicate will be kept with the Rescue Trailer. The cabinets are
comstructed im such a way that any missimng card "sticks out like a sore thumb”
and any individual's card can be seem at a glance, without having to thumb
through cards, There should them be sufficient information available to
. call out anyone listed.

Once this information has beern collected we will organise a
"Spowball Call=0Out System" and try to arrange transport where necessary.
We will also compile additional lists for persommel for different areas, and
also for special skills; e.g., if you hold an explosive licenmce or have
rescue experience etc,

There will also, eventually, be lists of all caves in the area,
information on how to get there, the mearest convenient remdezvous point etc.

The filing system will be readily available for you to regularly
check that your informatioa is up ito date.

HOW TO FILL IN YOUR CARDS: (please fill im pemecil)

Mostly self-explanatory. There should be room for all your
home addresses; your work address and telephone number. There is also
room for other asddresses should you, for example, visi’ your mother-in-law
.. every Thursday might betweem 7.p.m. and 9.p.m. Please write the telephone
_.mumbers after the address, or give the mame and telephome number of a
co-gperative neighbour.

The section marked "Medical" is there to provide the rescue
team with information about you, should you be the victim. For example,
you may be a disbetic and need special trestment. Please state your
blood group, if possible. If you wish to keep your medical details
comnfidential please write your details out and seal them im an envelope
and send them to the Cave Rescue Officer. The envelope will not be
opened unless you are the victim of a rescue. Write in the section
marked Medical - "Detail with C.R.0.",

In the section marked "Other Information™ please give detsils
of your tramsport and how many other people (if amy) you are prepared to
take, if mecessary.

Finally, returs the cards WITHOUT BENDING them (it is suggested
that you seal them in your mewsletter enveicpes) t0 the Club ard mark
'DO NOT FOLD® om the emvelopes - &s soom as possible please

THANK Y0U
-



ine roiiowing ileTlter was received im repiy to the reguest Ior

.
newsletter material. In a covering letter BRUCE wrote:-

" I+"s mot meant to be a sick humour type letter, nor is it
intended Sﬂiaig“%é stir, Just a reminder that "Fimgs ain't wot they
used to be'! and to keep alive soms o0ld terminology in the hope that these
{(to my mind) far better names may yet survive the passage of years, in
much the same way as the legeadary Smith has inm Ogcf Ffynon Ddu. He, poor

ghost, was condemned to the limbo for m&ay years."

coss.DEar Sir,
I hs

, L e just received the October 1970 Hewsletter
and must praise you for 2 ver;

i
ery l&@é*%sﬁlﬁg adition.

ﬁ@%&%@fa I a&s@ r&msastrate Wlth the autﬂsv of the
article om the g@m@af?*i %ﬁsi %stca@ %?ﬁasg ia Daﬁ yr Ggofa %hre the

Hewsléetter.

Hr Judson states that th@ avens, the ascent of which
are the subject of his article, were discovered in the Haster breakthro’ im
1966 ar” christemed "Rottemstome”. This implies that the origimal explorers
gave the avems this %%ﬁ%g “(anybody who does not get this 1mpresszoa on

f@%é;%g ﬂh% article §&§ ﬁﬁ?ye@* me
, o Ei is, I believe, usually the custom for the
discoverers of a cavern Lo bs accorded the privilege of naming that cavera.

The original %z@i@%ﬁzgs i.e., the first persoms to cross the Greem Camal,
were Eileen Davies({mow E§S$§% Charles George, Colin Graham, Rod Stewart
and myself, We nmamed the avems the "Nimuieman Silo" and that part of the
cave pointed ocut %o th@“t@&r}sbg% as the“&byss” ‘the ﬂﬁlephaﬁt Hutch".

, , This §af€ of the cave was n@% then visited for some
time, because of zz od ﬁ@ﬁi@t&@&sg except for one brief visit when the
Elephart Huitch pitch was descemded by Bill Birchemough, Noel Dilly, Alanm
Coase and myself and the Thixstropic ?hr@ way was exp;arede

: It was imdeed 2 losg while before the "amended
versions" of the names of these areas were imtroduced, by the seientists
who were given the rum of the new extensions, and by some of the first
people in after ta% non-scientifis ban was lifted. The mew termimology
has by mow been immortalised im %he Survey of Dam yr Ogeof.

Whilst E do mot for ome moment try to demigrate
or ctherwise detract from the noble efforts of the sciemtists amd their
helpers, and evean less from. thase who have beem involved im the gigantic
task of producing the survey, may I §ui iz 2 plea for the wishes of
origimal explorers to be resgectﬁé?

Should @ﬁyeﬁe doubt the aecuraey of my statements,
a study @; %&ﬁ Logbook for the peried April = July 1966 and the S.W.E.T.C.
Caving Club Summer 1966 Newsletter should provide the answers.

“Yours falthfully,

- BRUCE FOSTER ®




MECHANICAL AIDS TO ROPE CONTROL

Being an article describing how mederm climbing aids can
saften, speed up amd ease certain cavimg preblems.

The twe particular ferms ef aid censidered are:—
(i) The Pig.8 Descendent (Figel}

(i1) Cleggers (prussikers) A newer and very useful aid,

THE FIG. '8° DESCENDENT:

Apart frem its use as an abseiler the Fig,'8' is
useful as a device for payimg eut a temsiemsd repe: 8.8., lowering
a stretcher er for cemtrellinmg the slack as the rope is takem im —
lifelining.

Its use should be ebvieus and is well describsd slsewhere.
Peints te mete are — it is almest impessible te take repe im under lead
urless enme pulls and helds the lead eneself, The device may be lecked
as shewr im Fig.l. Its streagth is met up te heavy sheck leads, it
wears with gritity repes.

THE CLOGGER = FIG. 2.

4 clegger is a ratchet device fer grippimg repe ene way
and letting it rum smeethly the ether. They are seld in pairs by
elimbing sheps, as prussikers and made by Clegwyn Climbing Gear, hence
the name. The design, erigimated in Prance, was by a caver named
Petzal and his devices errenesusly called brake blecks are in use.

Tve uses of the Clegger:

1. Prussiking: This is well described elsewhere(see bibliegraphy)
and is met ppular with cavers im this ceuntry. Hewever, it
may be useful in am emergency; e.g., ladder brakes whilst the
first man up is climbing en a deuble~lifeline s~ it sheuld be
practised whem pessible. A few himts:~

Stiek te 2 prussikers er knets amd adjust slinsg lemgths
te permit chest attachment te eme of the elamps. This takes weight
off the handsg

When using kmets particularly it is much easier if the repe
is temsiemed frem belew se that the lewer kmew cam be pulled up.

2s Self Jife-limimg: This is very ussful whem leg repes fer
deuble lifeliminmg are net practical, where the piteh is tee
twisted te make double repinmg pessible er where speed is impertant.
The last man dowm er first manm up a piteh simply attaches the
clogger as shews in (E‘igﬁﬁ} and {E‘igéB} rezpectively te a
waist band er beaudriver, Obvieusly ascerding is easier than
descending by this meams, hence many climbers prefer te abseil
dewn sznd self lifelime up. In the latter case tensien en the
lewer rope heslps.

3. Repe Cemtrel amd Lifeliming: Taking in repe (Fig.4)

This can be used im restricted passages and cam held
greater leads than erdinary belaying (net sheck leads). The
danger with this precess is the difficulty ef payimg repe seut
in & hurry whilst still centrelling the repe. Fer paying eut
repe a Fig,'8’ descemdent is best as described, abeve; this is

014,



o hence sone uéﬁblﬁ& tien dis ideal.
1 Fig provide the final ancher bui
fer taking zlag the ?1gv“ﬁ and the lead is used,
with ene nman ach
the Fig.'8’ be

4o
stretcher hauling which
practised by everyene.
the ferm shewn te spagcisus level pitch
could deubtless be medified is even
¢h heads,
Each persos has a chest leep attached
venlent distance away. The man eperating
Ay =
.8 shown) tskes cemmand snd when he calls
4 pushing thelr clegger ahesd, the lead
o The havlers them pull back giviag =
the ancher mam passss the slack threugh
te the pracezs,. If it is necesszary te
ggers are held spen and the repe ceantrelled
NOTES:
(i) Twe peeple side by side ceuld pull the sams clegger - less
ei@ggersg
4 R
Lii)
(£41)
5. The Crewiher Lift:
See N Dilly’s artiele NL 60 July 1968,
Thizs useful techaique can be impreved by th» use of ene er
twe cleggers lmstead ef the prussik kuzets shewn in this artiecle.
CONCLUS ICN:
These metheds are 21l useful te sefes and efficient caving and
rescuse
Cleggers cest £4,108 (£4.50) g@f paife
Fig.'8" descendent cests 15/-
Eqai
REFERENCES:
(a)
()

{
S

N
LY .
e/ ey

/ Ed Al

(o)




Slack Rope
)\ Controlien By fand

_ Locked
\) Pasition

MOoye thuig %

Load @\iﬁpia@? ere

F1G (F o
arm s '

qﬁa“\% FOPR.

T —
A =
- -

N ——

[

CLimber Must
releage the rotchet

8 i %ﬁ»% M%@A&? =2V =i g 5 {
?\éf oY Sop %j
i

J’ﬂ




Fics = o) . Fla 4

" Rope puled
C Reep juse
w7

é F%ﬁ 5.

( Contre e
ey

-

A

)
i
- More.  Becs (o q_) )




Ogof=v=01 SSSI : The Location of the Caves and White Figh.

(Letters refer to the 6" map drawn for the Nature Comservancy by S H Iles)

A=Entrance of Ogof Rhyd Sych below the {dry} ford marked., Ian average weather
all the Hant Glais water issues from underground hers. In wet weather,
- water flows om the surface as well, Within the last 2 years this cave
- ‘has ‘been extended to E .on the map l/§ ml. away, At B it is blocked by a=n
ancient roof fall vwhickh shows or the surface as a large collapse ares, OT
dolime, - This has beer sxcavated for 16ft and tapping commufiication
established each way.  ‘The shaft was not then opened so as better to preserve
the exceptionally fine 'stalagmites below and south of E. In the event of
an accident it would have to be opemed to¢ release imjured or trapped caverse.
White fish have been seen ir the cave strean below E. Water simsking near
the Blaem-y-Glais ford probably comstitutes part of this stream.

B-A resurgence om the west bamk which is, or is mear to, the 'spring’ marked
on the map. The water comes out of the ‘wet’ emtramce of Ogof-y=Ci. This
was thé criginasl emtrance (ea91946)0 The stream flows om the surface for

" some distance but gradually simks in impemetrable fissures, to rise again,
of course, at A, In flood, the fissures camnot absorb the water, and the
river bed is wet below B. In heavy flood there is surface water above B
as well. C

C~The dry emtrance discovered s few hours after B. Ne water fleows imte it
even inm heavy flood, and it leads directly to the stream passage of
Ogof-y=Ci within 30f%. By far the easiest emtraace amd white fish are
usually seem im the umderground stream withizm a few hundred feet of this
point. These are the specimems which are easily accessible and whose
reporting resulted im the creatiom of the SS5I above them.

D-A surface statiom located by me or 18th May 1969 using a cave indueterphone;
which lies wertiecally above a cave passage leadimg west from the main
underground sitreamway. Nothing further is kmowa west of this poimt umtil
the gemeral morth-westward tremd of the eave brimgs the mein stream
westward of it.

E=Surface collapse feature deseribed above amd first idemntified as eoimeiding
with the mortherm end of Ogof Rhyd Sych by meams of the cave imductorphone.

F—Furthest morth to which the imductorphome could be takem im Ogof-y-Ci.
The surface statiom was located om 18th May 1969, and the cave is at me
great depth. The passage comtimues as a dry crawl umder the barm
front-door of Blaern-y=Glais and themn becomes bloeked with clay.

G-First simkinmg peint of Glais stream, abserbimg all the water im dry
weather. With raim a little flows om to simk just after the 'Ford’
rearby (now a feetbriége)g but im mormal summer weather the surface
bed is dry below this poimt.

A heavy fall ef raim distributes water as follows:



Sink G fails te absorb all the water. The 'Ford®' simk follows
suit. VWater sinks om the bend where the stream swimgs westwards
jmmediately morthwest of E. There are 3 distimet simking points here,
one of them leadimg to a small cave called Ogof Robim Gech, which lies
on the eormer where the stream turas from west te dead south. (Thn cave
has beemn surveyed asd it runms towards E, to end im a roof fall after a
hundred feet or se. It comtaims only a trickle of water im normal
weather, amd me white fish have been seen im it), Surface water them
proceeds to amother simk sbout 100yds North eof C, and this one eanr
absorb a large volume. There is an excess only after heavy raim amd
the whole Glais surface bed is them active.

Underground hydrelogy of the Glais Valley:

Since there are 50 many sinks and at least 3 (so far)
separate caves, the subterramean hydrology is complex. My hypoethesis
ig that simk G feeds Ogof=y=Ci since that cave mever floods to any degree.
Ogof Robim Gech then takes water as described above; all remaining water
ther enters the Ogof Rhyd Sych system. The combined water fimally
emerges at the Rhyd Sych emtrance. (It is believed that some water
also reaches the morthern end of Ogof Rhyd Sych at a point undermeath
E from a "“quarry simk" at NGR 041.114.)

Fortunately all kmown parts of these caves lie withim the .
Ogog=y=Ci Site of Special Scientific Interest desigmated by the Nature
Comservancy. The total area covered by the systems is quite small and
in view of its geoclogical and zoelegical imterest it deserves to be
permanertly protected.
MELVYN DAVIES
Cwmbran

1lth Jamuary 1971,

-19%
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GOP=YR=YCHEN, A NEW CAVE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE ON CALDEY ISLAND
PEMBROKESHIRE ,

Ogof-yr=Ycher was discovered early im 1970 by Brother James, a
member of the Cistercias community at the Abbey, Caldey Islamd, im
sea-ward-faciag cliffs on the sast side of the islamd. There seemed to
be 2 emntrances some 20ft apart and about 100 yards south of Nana's Cave,
at NGR 21/1464,9693, but it was mot them kmowm that they led to the
same cave, imdeed both wers mere wide "rabbit holes' with a clay floor
and & rock roof. There had been guarrying om the seaward side of the
cave ia the last eestury, asd it is prebable that part of the cave was
then destreyed. Brother James umecoversd the chamber I embramce, as it
subsequently became kmewa, which was om a small ledge, in the Sprimg, aamd
showed me the site omw May 28th. I detected a variable draught ir both
gutrances, and 2 fishy smell from chanber I estramce which could well
have eriginsted iz the bird guasse mnear the second, or chamber 2, emtramce.

Gxcavation ceommencsd on 21st Jume by Brother James, Dick Keen of
the Pembrokeshire County Museum, and myself, and it became apparemt that
the chamber I ssirance was blocked by a boulder, Attempts to remove it
only resulted im & 3 imch subsidence of roof. The loocse slabs were
propped-up next day by Brother James and myself (Dick had fallem ill),
and Brother James was able to crawl around the boulder into chamber I,
In seft, brows cave earth he started diggismg om hands ard kaees, and
800R came aeress animsl bomes. It them became clear that there was a
lew arch almest filled with save sarth at the NV emd of chamber I, and
this might cemmunicate with smother chamber, We cleared some of the
earth 2ud I was able te squeeze thrsugh, dowmwards imto what became
knows as chamber 2. There or the NE side waz a ‘window' admitting
daylight whieh proved toc be the other enirance although too coanstricted
at the time for anyithing but a smell amimal. At this stage Diek joimed
us again kill illmess having eleared up.

The floor eof chamber 2 proved to be browa cave earth bare of aay
surfees deposits except those left by rvecent small arimzls such as rats
and rabbits. Work ther cemtiaued ¢n widening the sgueeze linking the
chambers, whilse I went outside the cave ito fetch my camera and flash-
gur iz order te recerd the sceme zmwd, im particulsyr, the floor of
chanber 2 befere 1%t was distu bed., When I returmed I foumnd that Dick
had uncoversd part of a humss cranium about 12 imches dows inm the cave
egrik amd jusi imside chamber 2 from the sguesze. The exact site was
recorded (Kodacolour X film, eleectronic flash}, and after some general
photographs Dick and I had to leave the site to eatech the boat back teo
Tenby. {

In the fellowing week Brother James continued the exzcavation sonme-
times alone and sometimes with helpers from Tenby and distriet. On
30th June he wrote to tell me thet in eddition to more animal bones from
chamber 1, later identified as Wild Ox (Bos Primigenius), he had
dizcovered a humsn tibisz and other humsn bones. Exeiting news came on
4th July when he wrote to say that he had identified a human skull in
a fissurs running vertieally upwvards from the roof of chamber 1, *o
guote his own ezsited words ¥..locking up the fissure towards the west,
t0 my amazement = cut of reach ar yet - what do I see jJjammed




between rocks, the toyp and back side of a human skull, sracked in the
middle, but most probably complete®™. I had noticed thisz fissure on

22nd June and identified a vertebra jammed in it, lightly cemented by
stalagnite, but I had completely missed the skull. Brother James

invited me to join him as soon as poss.ble in order to get a phote of

the skull 'in situ’. Within 3 days I had arranged with Robert A Kennedy
Pembrokeshire County Curator, and Dick Keen 4o meet me at the cave and
on 11tk July we were in chamber 1 teking vhotographs, in black snd white,
and colour, (From that stage omwards I took advantage of every visit

to Ogof=yr=Yehen %o record photographically the progress of the exeavatlion
in great detsil). Then came the diffieult task of removing the skull
without dsmaging it,

Robert and I elimbed through a rift tc a ledge above the skull,
and there found more human bones, some of ithen cemented in stalagmite.
These were phodographed and the loose ones brought out. [Mesanwhile
Brother James snd Dick gently eleared the fissure and eased the fragile
skull sut of its aneient michs. it seemed thal svery bone in it was
intset but Dick eeuld net put it down for it was cracksd along the erest,
and the brain pan was almost full of c¢lay - its own weight plus its
contents would have burst it asunder. We all crawled out of ths eave,
Diek on knees and elbows, then he was helped up the ryope on the eliff
face. In the brillisnt sfierncon sunshine we vhotogravhed the aged
objeet again from sll angles, then allowsd Disk to walk down to the
Monsstery with it where Brother James prepared s bed made frem s box
gontaining weod shavings moulded to the shape of the skull., Only then
did Diek put it dewn. The skull is novw known as skull 4,

Extreme care was takem %o mesinitsin the skull in ithe hesd-down
pesition in whieh it was found s¢ that nothing weul” fall out of the
brain pan via the eye seckets and other apertures. The remsindsy of
the humsn material was then left untoushed at this tims.

Brother James, fellewing a humeh after we had left, tackled the
bottom, northern end of the system. He worked downwards from am over=
hang in daylight and broke inte " an undisturbed Romene-British layer
of cecupation . As this was eleared 2 black spasce under & rock arch
came inte wview - and chamber 4 was diseovered. On 22né July he wrote
about the disecovery and added that he had ertered the chamber whieh
was 12ft long, 4ft wide, and ending in a stalagmite slope out of whieh
bones were protruding. The important thing was the chamber hadéd been
sealed off by the Romano-British deposits, and these ecmparatively late
- finds extended some way inte the ehamber. What lay undermeath? 5 days
later I was to find out when I returned to the lsland.

In a 3 dyy stey on the Island I kelped Brother James to exmmavate
chamber 4, and we took it up to the foot of the stalagmite slope. My
vhotographed segtions should Wild Ox bomes and others, smail shells,
and squid bone, Most of ithe idemtifisble material esme from s depth of
1ft 7 inehkes in loose, dry, browa earth. Not content with this, Brother
James epened sz small tmenek in the entranse of Chamber 4 and, at a depth
of 7ft belew the erigimsl surface discevered s patinated flint flake,
and s hvaems tooth.

in our spare time we had a look st the surface where the fissure
of humsn skull A should bresk out inte dayiight.



Brother James' intuition suggested a likely spot on the
surface to commence digging in order to meet the SE continuation
ef the fissure. In anticipation of this operation the Tenby group
had labozriously cleared the shrubbery which obscured the cliff face
at that pint. My earliest photograph even shows a' small tree which
had to be upreoted. We commenced digging on 29th July and soon 2
holes appeared = one leading directly to skull A fissure, and tbe
other vertically downwards to the floor of chamber 3 some 11 ft. below.

Now chamber 3 was 2 rift some 2 ft. wide leading vertically down-
wards for about 8 4. from the south side of chamber 1. It had received
no attention so far, bul immediately it was obvious that any material
falling from chambsr 1 or doen the skull A fissure would find a safe
haven on the floor of chanmber 3. Hence this chamber came to be known
as the "Abyss" and prove to be a prolific source of material. A4s
digging continued from the outside large animal bones appeared in the
entrance of the skull A fissure, on the ssme level as the human remains
only 5 ft. away inside the cave. Daylight fell on these fragmentsof
humanity for the first time just as a jaw bone and huge leg bones of
Bosg Primigenius became exposed in the dig. Some of the material might
also have been bison. ©One of the leg beones was so enormous that it
wag thought it could be rhinoceros, a view apparently supported when
I examined bones of Woolly Rhinecerocs in Tenby Fuseum later that night.
However this theory was demolished by J. A. Bateman, Keeper of the Dep-
artment of Zoology at the National Museum of Wales a nonth later.

After photegraphing all the vone finds I left the island agsin
only to return within 3 days accompanied by Professor W. F. Grimes.
He examined 21l the paterial thoroughly, and there was so much of it
that had to be housed in the spacious attic of the Caldey Village
Hall,

4 Weeks elapsed before Mr. Bateman was able to come to the site in
person, and he made a preliminary identification of the bones found up
to the 29th August, although his opinion will be subject te more detaliled
examination im the Museum when the bones have been transferred t¢ his
depariment. A brief summary of his initial examinetion is appended.

Brother James had to continue digging on his own for a while,
but within 2 weeks had made further exciting discoveries, From chambers
2 and 4 he recovered half a human tibia and skull fragment in additien
to snmall animal bones. A flint artifaect turned up at the new entrance
to chamber 3. Later an almost complete skeleton of wide boar was
found deep in chamber 3, with just above it another human skull, but
with part of its lower jaw missing. A Jaw bone found weeks earlier
11 ft. higher in chember 1 fitted neatly into the gap. This proved that
the human material had fallen from chamber 1 aeons age for it was 21
to 24 inches deep in the cave earth and clay, and the whole was capped
with stalagmite up to 3 inches thick. :

In association with the bones was a flint implement - a type of blade

steeply dessed along one sid~ suggesting & Mesolithic ags {midale
Stone Age). The skull became known as skull B.

0234



Fy next viseii to the island was on 3rd Uctober in order teo help
complete the removal of the human bonss from the reoof fissure {i.e.
skull A, fissure). This was accomplished while photos were taken at
intervals. Then Brother James turned his sttention to the rufaceous
stzlagmite on the floor of chamber 2. Almost lmmediately a third

b

d. From its positiom it probably belongs
lower glititude in the bone layer of
overed large rib bones, probably of 0Oz,

human skull (skull C.) ap
to the hunan material fou
Chamber 4. 3 Wesks later

EN

from the same spot.

I
o
o)

Which brings ny story up to date. Uan 24th October it became possible
for me to stay on the isisnd for a whole week., The weather was mostly
:"9

damp, but the rain was kept ou placing & sheet of corrugated iron
over the upper shaft entrance of ¢ cave which had been dug open a
week previocusly by SProther James in order to lead to skull A fissure.

I was joined by Peter Wilkins of Cwmbran Caving Club ( whe had exper-
ience of cave digs in Ogef Horfraun,, and he sturted off w1l by “inding
w0271 human benes in chenber 3. 4 toeth of wolf and one of bear lay
nearby. We them got down teo messuring andmarking eut a sectien cut
through the deposits in each of the 4 chanbers of the cave. This operation
occupied the best part of 3 days. FHew survey maﬂks were painted on the
cave wall te delinezte futre disceoveries. At the end of ny week
probably the oldest find of 211 was wmade. At the bottom part of & pit
dug cutside the entrance of chamber 4, Brother James found part of the
antler of a deer., This was loose im a rubbley,clayey layer whick is
believed to be only just pest-glacial, and is 2ft. 9 inches deeper

than the previous find of a teoth of hyasena and a fragment of antler
earlier in Hovember, and some of fhe pleces could be assenmbled to give
an antler 18 inches long.

Digging will be continued in the fleor ef chamber 3 (skull B
sita)g and northwards in chamber 2 %beyan& skull C site). There are
deep fissures in &t least 2 places where other early pesit-glscial
deposits may be found. The final report will probably be written by
Professor Grimes as yel another sectiom of his "Prehiatory of Caldey"”
published b the Cambrien Archaeclogical Associsation.

MELVYN DAVIES,
Cwmbran,

9th Nevember, 1970.



CGOF-YR-YCHEN, CALDEY, PUMBROKESHIRE

Preliminery identification of bonegs:
Notes taken while some of the bones were identified by Mr. J. A. Bateman,
Keeper of the Department of Zoology, National Museum of Wales, Cardiff.
These are tentative conclusions enly and may be modified when the
benes are fully examined in the Museum.

CHANMBEI. 1

A big leg bone = Ox (Bos primigenius is usual, but this interpretation
may be changed later).

Vertabra - red deer from the neck of the animal. This bone was Jammed
in the fissure about 12 in below the complete skull (skull A) and appears
in the foreground of the photegraphs taken on the day the skull was
removed,

"Ball" of am ex leg bene.

Humen jaw bone - this was evidently part of the complete skull from
the fisgure. Also in this human bone collection was a gnawed lower
arm bone, a femur, an upper Jaw, which was also part of the skull
above, part of a pelvic girdle, a vertebra, and a rib which ray nct
have been human,

The actual skull seemed to be an elderly female.

In snether bex in the collection was & mixture of ox and bison, the ox
bones being frem " a very big specimen".

1 swall human bone possibly from a foot.

A coprolite apparently containing small mmmalian bone fragments, possibly
from a hyensa.

2 teeth of badger.

4 squid bene.

All the above are from the cave =arth in chamber 1 which was overlain
by 2 thin stalagmite layer, so thin that it could often be pulled away
with the fingers, unless otherwise state.

CHAVMBER 2

A human cranium fragment, discovered at a depth of some 9 in by Dick
Keen. A human tibia and rib bone, the tibis having apparently been
split for the extraction of marrow.

1 ox foot bene.

CHAMBER 3
Arctic Hare bone — from the base layer outside the new entrance of
Chamber 3,

CHAMBER 4

Outside chamber 4 entrance - a hyena tooth, and a rhinocercos tooth from
the slope below the entrance picked up after rain.

Inside the chamber a young ox tibia and a wolar of cave lion.

1 human srm bone and about 10 ether bone fraguents.

In the surfsace Romeme-British layer of the chamber - mussel shells up

te 9cm long, charcole, a jaw of fox, snail shells, fish bones and a
tooth of boar.

In enether box a "Gravettian" (?) flint point, and & roe deer foot bone.

Hecorded 29th August, 1970, Helvyn Davies, 18 Tymynydd, Pontnewydd, Cwmbran.

(Issued by ICI Fibres Spelselogy Section, Ponitypeol, Mommouthshire Tel
2420, Ext. 131)
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CLUB NBWS
1. We welcone the following new membersi—

John S. Ace, 57 Ynys-Wen, Pen-y-Cae, Swansea.

Rex 4 Hendricksen, 55 Pembroke Road, Canton, Cardiff. CFS 1GQ

John Harper, 140 Stringes Lane, Willenhall, Staffordchire.

C. Howard Kenney, Tudor Cottage, Beryl Lane, Wells, Somerset.

Jokn D. Kingdom, 31 Rockinghan Terrace, Briton Ferry, Neath.

Leslie I. Rees, 137 Kings Road, Canton, Cardiff, CFl 9DE.

Margaret Stuart, 10 Nash and Cox, Milkwall, Coleford, Gloucestershire.
Barbara and John Paul Tedd, 26a Upper Heath Road, St. Albans, Herts.
John Williams, 5 Tan-y=Waun, Fenrhes, Ystradgynlais.

V. Peter Williams, 202 Cathedral Read, Pontcamna, Cardiff.

We also welcome the return of Frank Salt, 27 Millmead Lodge,
27% Wake Green Read, Hall Green, Birmingham.

2. Congratulations are due to maeny members - I only hepe I have not
missed anyone out,

Congratulations to Judy and lMick Day on the birth ef their daughter,
Caitlim, in January.

Congratulatiens to Jenny and Jerry Wolff omn the birth of their son,
Daniel, in December.

Congratulations to Su and Paddy O'Reilly on the birth of thér son,
Finbarr, in January.

Congratulations to Vicki and Roger Smith on the birth of their
daughter Hilary, in January.

And, =as a change, congratulations to Gerry Aldridge on his engagement
to Sheila Turner.

3.Brian Jones, B1f Jones, Peter Francis and Howard Kenney have all
been elected ente the Ogef Ffynnem Ddu I lesders’ list.

4.Keys. The lock to the front doors of the headquarters will :hi
be changed. One key will therm unleck the doors te cettages nos.
4, 6 and 9. A second key will umleck the doors to cottages nos.
1, 3 and 5.
There is now & bunch of keys, te be held by the duty officer, one
for each lecked deor at the headquarters., Will duty Officers please
meke sure thsat doors are locked befere they leave - or make sure
that s.nmecnse 111 be leaving later will see {to then.

5. Hut fees are to be mede eut in decimal coinage. Members lZ%p,
Visitors 20p, and members' children under 10 6p. This is neo
change. ‘

6. Before you visit Tunnel Cave - now Cathedral Cave to tourist -
please make sure that you have read the access rules displayed on
the noticeboard at the headguarters. Permit cards are required fer-
the lower entrance, and the book at the Show cave office must be
signed before you enter and after you.leave the cave if you intend
to use the lower entrance.

:27:}



If you are only using the top entrance then you den't need to sign
the beok, uor need you have a permit card. But, be warned, there

is now a lock on the tep entrance and there will be a locked gate
stopping you from going te Davy Prinmce's Hall. The key to this inner
gate will be the same key as for the lower sntrance.

7.Change of Address:

Hywel Ball, 17 Devonshire Read, Aberdeen.

Reger and Liz Flaherty, Plot 16, Bishwell Fark Bstate, Gowerton, Swansea,

Bruce Foster, P.0. Box 85, WMzuzu, Halawil.

Peter Harvey, 42 Brynm Heuleg, Rhayader.

Dave Judson, c¢/o City Architect's Officer, P.C. Box 488, Town Hall
Manchester, M60 2JT.

Peter Ogden, Lower Farm, Lower Claverham, Nr. Bristel.

Idris and Dot. Williams, Glen Cottage, Helden Lane, Ruyton of the
Bleven Towns, Shropshire.

Jenny and Jerry Wolfe, 5 Alfreda Road, Whitchurch, Cardiff.

8.The Dan yr Ogof management have asked that no exploration of side

passages is carried out in the show caves without special permission.
Please see that you comply with this new rule.
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Hafod Pentwyn,
TREHARRIS, GLAM.

Te The Editer:
Baby Bulge

I "eel I must make some coemments on the letter from
Paddy O'Reilly im the last issue of the Newsletter.

Firstly, ene can be falrly certain ef Paddy's future
intentiens in view of the adapistiens he prepeses be made te the
¢lub premises, becsuse thess, when gompleted, will net be readily
re-genverted and se must be imtended to be used fome seme years if
not fer ever.

My main reasen im writiang, heowever, iz te urge
preveriien rather thaw curs. We should ce-eperate in the Eurepean
Comservation yesr snd ksep the status que. Surely we den't want
Penwyllit te turm imis az iseming Caleutia.

The counter prepesals I make would also have the
advantage that reeme used fer ems purpesse fer an evening, twe
week-ends a menth seuld revert te thelr present use witheut
diffisulty,

Herewith amether plan ef the cetitages,which will be
self explamatery:i-
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As yeu cam see I suggest %f?'ﬁiag sut the changing roens
ané p&ttiag the ezgg ther ; fertnight, onte a bonfire.
irg a é benches in place aznd await
repren s G*EQQVﬁS from the lecal braach ef the Family Plamning
Asseciatien om altermate Friday eveningzs, Fellowing these sessiens
the reems ceuld retura te their preseat state ef squaler which I
imagine weuld net taks mere ihaﬁ a8 heur s so the follewing merning,
Beth Ladies and Q&ﬁgiﬁﬁég : te attend these cliniecs
and, in fact, they n ase of bed nights. They
may even resgli in i beds - day snd might
shifte with 2 cer DiiE 1RGTeass 1n revenus,

&
bel
b o
¢
&
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@ %a?@ to make provisien

o

Ag a back up

perhaps fer seni-surgl to keld -~ fer the "leep”
and vassctomiss. : d ée @ar?ieé eut in the
Laberatory which weul tatisn beyend s larger table -
s deor em tresles wou this reem emce every six weeks

weuld hardly incenvenie

fer Preveatien; the
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I submit that the
rals ressens beingi-

1. He struetural slteratiens
2o Minimuz incenvenience

B A real service te members

4, Pessible increase iun cottage takings as a result
of mere itors {(Bill will be delighted)
5. The service weuld paid fer by the recipieamts but

with 2 esmall cemstitutienal charge: the Club Cemuittee
ceuld refer itreubleseme cames fer cempulsery treatment
at club expenss

In the mesantime te cepe with the presemt situiitien -

Hew abeut a couple of ex-B.R. Geeds waggons pr~ked eutside -
cheap, leckable, large, dry, seundpreef, etc, They c¢-uléd later be
cenverted inte de=luxe meurtain tep ch nging roems if met already
cenverted te fireweed by the little ercs.

With regard te equipment - what sbeut supplying practical
teys such as @1& REers,

gelignite etc. This could have the effect of makimg eur problea
self limiting.

%”

E«

Futurs Cave e ¥ t Ald practices will, of ceuise,
include emergency ! ' ' B!

ressnt bulge is ever.
Arrangements couléd interested te have courses
in Baby Care,

the Labsratery
Hew absut a2 series
of ceurse.
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P.3. I nete frem the N
cam alse be used
ef "Penwylli

R M WILLIAMS




FROM  THE  LOGBOOK

OGOF FFYNON DDU3

A number of maypeling trips at the end of III have proved
fruitless, All the avens clesed dews immediately, except the
wall aven which gave access te a few feet of very tight re-f tube. -

Several edd lengthe ef passage have been found im II. Verthy
ef mentien are:-

(1) The inviting leckimg passage which cemes in mnear the
reef om the lelft just past the crevasse ladder piteck hss
been maypeled. It leads te sbeut 300 feet of well
decerated passage climbing steeply, ending im a smell
Nevih-Seuth passage cheked with mud at beth ends.

{2}  Abeut 800 feet of passage has beer feund Nerth ef Piccadilly.
It is well decersted and carries a draught, but there is ne
gbvieus way €%,

DAN=YR=0GOF:

Tests have shewn that parts of Dam-yr=Ogef I beyend Shewer
Aven are very clese te Gerrad Plattem Hall, A dig has been started
at this peint. Seme blasting has taken place and as a result ef
this the area is mew im a dangersus conditien amd sheuld, therefere,
be avelded, ”

OTHER SITES:

Rhesgilli = Gewer:

A spall hele has been feund which giveé sccess te
a 40 feet shaft with 40 feet ef well-decerated passage
at the bettenm. Expleratier is still iz pregress,

i



THE FPYNNON DDU PROBLEM AND RELATED TOPICH

At the last A.G.M, of S.W.C.C. (1970) you were kind enough to
give me a mandate to take all necessary steps to save Ogof Ffynnon Dgu
from damag. due ° quarrying. My first step was to set up a small con-
servation comnitiee comprising Bric Inson, Padd; 0'Reilly, and Alan
Stephens with myself as chairman and secretary. This was very necessary
in order to ensure that nothing was overlocked. From time to time we
sou "t advice from other members of the club wherever this was appropriate,
and also from the Club's solicitors.

During the course of the year I havehad detailed discussions and
meeting with the Nature Conservancv and Forestry Cormission Officials
and believe that sooner or later progress will be made for the long temm
protection of the cave. Following the ktter to the Welsh Office concerning
our problem I received a reply to the effect that "the government is now
aware of the importance of Ogof Ffymnon Ddu”.

Last July I spoke to the Area Manager for Hobhi Quarries and he
informed me that éfizlimg samples from the Wern land had proved un-
satisfactory and that 1t was g@zﬁ* to be necessary to look elsewhers for
the limestone they required. Repeated letters to the Quarry Company

requesting written confirmetion of verbal assurances have been ignored.

ot

During the course of the year it has been necessary to ascertain
in the event of the Club appealing for funds,such funds would hot
be subject to incometax., It is with pleasure ?hat I can say that the
Club iz now recognis cé as a regl 5%@%3@ charltye This may one day prove

to be of very great

tdo
Y“?

aportance 1f we ever have tﬁ appeal for funds for

purchase of land or Qlﬂﬂ?iz rights. Th;g recognition was aschieved for
ug by the past work of Les Hawes and we are all indebted to him as he
he agu ~ed this status for us.

le to achieve land or
ibility of setting up a

At a Time when w
mineral rights i
Trust to admini

hat we might be ab
oked 1nto the poss
we collected,
Following %d?iﬁ? received from our sol and alsn that frow

some of our bebd £

icitor

informed members 1t was de
approach, Ins s
+

cided not ' purgue 2is
aged and the necessary ground
o follow thie line of action.

QW

t , &n Apveal Pund was envi
work for this has been done should we have

The Foresiry Commission,owners of the Wern, were not prepared
to sell land to éhe Ciub at the time nor were the Selice Brick Cowmpan

prepared to sell thelr mineral rights.
Whilst the Ffynnon Ddu situation has been watched closely, I have

e i

spent muck %time probi into the claims we have made for Common Rights
in our area. ?&@ problem has been & very complex one and our claims have
been challen by the Commons Association im Brecon. In the light of
ny rcsearuh s I have been Torced to withdraw some of our claims whilst

his within Hobbs prese: quarry. In the unear future,
a Conmons Comrssion wiil éa :fgu*nu&d to confirm the various claims, and
I think tha% our c; i 1 the Hobbs Quarry will be upheld. There is
the gue zsn.ui L& » of guarry and on your bshalf I have
rﬂlsed an obje dy cleiming ownership. En this objection

ners Association. I will attempt to

we are E ons o]
clarify the Lo a Newsletter article @t 2 leter date.

{}’«7
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I have als n an interest in the workings of the National
Caving Ass £ 4 “amb Caving Council. Clearly at a time
when the ¢ il ce from such sources I have fellt it
imperative ;nﬁfg Last May, I explained ocur
pr@bi@&s ) @@uaczl at & meeting in Shropshire.
The variou at the meeting all expressed grave concern,




and elected me as their "Conservation Officer™ so that I could use

th  title should it prove necessary. o far I have net needed to

ress the case t® strondy other than in "behind the scems" discussions.
Too much publicity would have done more harm that good.

Paddy 0O'Reilly was given a Kodak award in order to produce a
history of photographs taken in O.F.D., Application for this awvard was
on his initiative since it was recognised earlier last year that it would
be essential to have a comprehensive set of photographs should the cave
ever have to face up to public enquiry. At this stage I really must
pay a tribute to Paddy in particular for much hard work this year, and
also to his surveying team for producing the Ogof Ffynnon Ddu Survey.
The survey itself has achieved what a host of letters from me could never
have done, and it was published just at the right tinme.

Kecently, Hobbs filed an application to guarry Twyn-y-Ffald and
following & special meeting of our comservation ccmmittee in Swansea
I prepared a letter objecting to the application. It was necessary to
object on two accounts: (1) our access to the club as laid down by our
title deeds was threatened and (2) the effect of a new quarry on Craig
yr Hos as a whole. Once the word got arcund I understand some 29
objections were eventually received by the planning officer in Brecon.
The planning Committee have deferred thelr decision until its meding
next June. Meanwhile I have authorised our solicitors to negotiate
witk Hobbs Quarries to legalize a right of access to the club via the
railway crossing.

Relations with local landowners have been good over the year, and
Mr., David Lloyd - managing director of Crewst LHstates was tsken to Pant
Mawr with & large party about the middle of 1970. He enjoyed his trip
and locks forward to a further cavng trip in the future. I understand
that at presen. Crewst are unlikely to pose the club with access probleus.

I would like to thank the very many club members who have rendered
me assistance over the year. MNany of them are those who would be regarded
ag "inactive®™. It is too often forgotten that many of the caves of
yesterday can still offer great service to the club through their own
personal contacts and professional expertise. I have the hope that the
present generation of caves will prove as faithful %o speleclogy as
those of the past. Lastly, but not least I would ¥ke to thank the members
of my mini committes for acting as a sounding board in deciding conservation
v licy for O.F.D. My thanks also go to your main committee, for allowing
me a free hand.

Our battle is nowhere near finished. The work of the past
y=ar must carry on to completion since otherwise sooner or later Ogof
Ffynnon Ddu will be seriously damaged by quarrying. We are fortunate
at present that there is no immediate threat to the system, mt there
is a great temptation to believe that our cave will alwgys be there and
that no threat exists.

I ask you once agsin to renew the mandate you gave me last year inthe hope
that our ultimate aims will be achieved.

Roger Smith.

Note
During the course of the year I have either written to or had discussions
with:
4rea Manager (Hobbs Guarries)
Curator (Brecon Museum)
Messrs Jeffries and Powell {(CommonsSolicitors)
The Land Registration Office, Brecon
The Welsh Office - Sec. of State: Hr., T. M. Thomas - Regional Geologist.
Messra Edwards Geldard and Shepheg% (Clubs Solicitors)

i



British Rail - Surveyors Dept.
C.C.P.R. = Technical Representutive
Mr. David Lloyd (Crewr Estates)
Forestry Commission, Land agent and conservators
Nature Conservancy, land agent and deputy regional officer, and Dr. Black -
chief geologist.
Solicitors ~ Penwyllt Silica Brik,
Professor W. Hees - expert on Gt. Forestry of Brecon
Ystradgynlais R.D.C.
" Parish Council
Glantaire i h
National Trust
Glamorgan Water Board.

Many of the above have necessitated personal visits and I have also
visited the National Newspaper Library at Collindale.
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