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The Needless Exploitation

Of Caves

In pest Newsletbers several very interesting, although sometlmes
contradictory points have srisen on cave conservation. Whilst these points
were good, they put forward ne definits sclullens or concrete idsss te reduce
the groblem.

I fesl thers iz far Too muc ﬁ§@§¢ﬁ$$ exploitation scourring in our cav
today. For sxample, we are ;a&ghlﬁg a gitustlen where a ysung person’s educa
iz not conzidersd cemplste unless he has bean caving. I obviously have no
objections to anvone geolng caving, regardless of age, celour or sex, provided
that they get up off their goddami ~e=-= and do 1% themselves. OUne of ths
problems which now exists is that csrtain types of persoens are golng around
S@h@@im; sdueation suthorities, youth asscciatiouns stc. and are acltively
persud i 1g young people to go caving. I fear that in certain circumstances &
young persen mag choose o go caving purely becauss 1t appears o bs the lesger
of two svils
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it ﬁ&y he argued that caving is good fer young people and helps to induce
811 sorts of wonderful gualitiss, bulb is this really true?

If one looks around the werld today we can ses many aspects of man's folly
and more sre bhecoming apparead éailyi One aszumes that the caving fraternliy as
s vhole is generally intelligent and therefore quite concerned about ceonservati
and the censsgusnces of pellution. Just mingling with cavers sons guiis often
pverhears conversations ﬁX??%Sﬁiﬁg concern over such issuss as the poliution of
r, the shoritage of rav materials, populabiecn sxplesion slc. sto.
problems always seems teo be acute lack ef zarﬁs;gﬁ%a

ARE WE SHOWING SUFFICIENT FORESIGHT IN OUR PRESERT ATTITUDE TO CAVE

By

heds employed teday were proba
{2

The cave conservs i ¥
va they are inadequate o zéxﬁa;

ut

o

&

r fifteen years ags but I

rapid growth of nesdle
Exl

=g ex Es tation of caves. Edusation aulh i

and egotists are ralatively powerless at present to demand access to caves, bulb
what will be the zituation in five or %ten yvears time? I am assured that at present
these various asutherities eto, are only patronizing sxtremely damaged caves, i.e,
Eglyws Faen, E&%@nmyfmﬁﬁé ste, and furthermors are only making one or Swe visliis!
Once again, what will the situation be in a few years time? When caving becomes

an azcephed atan darﬁ fanture of educatien, paritiss will undoubltedly be sacouraged
o go equently and will presumably demand access to bigger and betier caves,

The ebvious situation will arise - "Well, kids, last week vou gaw an example
of 3 pollubed, extremsly égwag%é cave, this week we will sheow you an ungpol o ed
gizg m&?%;ii‘ If the kids did not like the spoiled cave and have a promliss of
paradise on the next 4$rip, even the most apprehensive will be eager %o get their
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sticky fingers en nice white = aiaﬁuz;emﬁ wnich invaricubly resulis in the
habitusl plaintive yell *IT CAME OFF IN MY HAND, SIRY.

A%t this point you msy be saying rubbish, it will pever get like that, hﬁ%
teke a good look fgaﬁﬁ and examine men's fggiy up o now. It iz %the
avelutien and ef msn's natural pregression.

Think teo yourself, have you ever done semething and sald alfterwards "1711
never de that sgain® but after the memory has dimmed er with a 1ittls encourage-
ment from friends of the being called chicken aiititude from others sr the
poseibility of bheing 1efft put ef things, you asgon find yourself back in
situation that you migﬁt ptherwizs have chesen e aveld, This types of zliuation
iz & typlesl sxamples of nsedless expleitatien when appiied te caving, in other
words external pressures ars fercing ceritals individuals is becems cavers.
Fortunatsly, this type of situation does not appear te be fteo bad ait present,
but the sseds are sasily sgwnl

Unfortunately, we ag cavers, or our club for That matisr, de nsl own our
caves, the Jand they ars in or %the snlrances. With more and more certificatlss
{of varisusg kinds), measy grabbers and ego¥ists on the loese, whe are qualified
to cave and lesad partiesl!, teachers who &ra cavers, some of whsm an @bu&;ﬁ
extra polnts/money for taking kids ﬁayéﬁé {such deveiion %o ﬁa%v: &t presant
nly a few, but eon the increase quite rapidiy. Hov capn we as ea%@rﬂ or as &
club stop it or control 1t in the fubture? The main point being that while we
have the keys to ceriain caves what legal rights do we have? In addition, could
we withstand the might of the whele educatisn system, all ths way to Gevernment
lavel?

I% is up te us now to sctively dissuade ieachers, education authorities etec.
in faet we must campelign and fight te keep caving out af the clockwork curriculum
of schesls and youlh associatiens ehc.

I personaily belisve that 51l sther puitdser activitisg sheould be ancouraged.

I also rgaﬁzsg that young peeple 1iving in concrete juagles need %o have onltdeor
pursuite and I helieve this te be extremely good, provided they keep ton rzx&mg;
eanaﬁ$awﬁ rambling ete. The impertant point %@lﬁ§ that they cannst do oo much
a?i damage Lo ths environmenits of these sports lapart from the obvious: littsr

§ because they have suffered from basic sxpleitation anyway. Whereas our
am?zragmeﬁt THE CAVE is a very delicatsely bﬁm&ﬁﬁ%é sguilibrium which can be
eagily upset and unfertunately la being upsst while 8%il] lacking acsdemic regsarch
in many fields,
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T ter a cave we upset ths
scologleal balance and ino Qur or sils ruin for soms unforbunats
stalactife or curtain, or pe g unigue mud fﬁ&%igﬂ will gain & szize 10
boot? These accidents occur en virtually every caving $rip, regardless of whe
g%@ party “Gﬁﬁi ~f axperienced cavers or asomparstive novices. Frovided thes
averg are genul it m
ha aa“a% iﬁ miﬁ

Am cavers we must accep
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in their intaerest, the damege haes Lo be Loleratsd, ut

;hai ne damage can be replaced, which slresses the lm9§$L&§Cé of
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When a child, or anyone alse for that metter, feels fthe irrspressible
urge or habitusl trogloxens instinct Lo explore, siudy or wander into subberre
ensan caverns in ordsr to ses the wonders snd delignbs they centaln, then surely
with the bursaucracy that exists in the caving world foday and advertising and
a little initistive, it is impossible for the individual's desire to remain
suppressed for vary leng.

we 211 adhered to WARBOYLEES LAW, there would be no preblem of

WARBOYLES LAW STATES -~ Caves are inversely proportignats to the
outside environment apd retain their natural envirenmental
equilibrium, provided that TAVERS, QUARRYMEN AND ALL OTHER SUCH
ABUSERS OF (UR ENVIRONMENT - XKEEF AWAY!!

M, WARE

O LVt To¥ - S

MOVE TO GUARD ROMAN MINES

Environmenial Corrsspondent

{Western Mail, July 1 1974)

Mors protectlsen will b2 given to the 2, Milmyear-old Homan goldsining complex
p g 2 o
£

at Dolasucoihi in West Wales,

The ares ig atiracting increasing interest from modern mining companies who
helieve depogits well worth exploiting still exist there.

But the Welsh branch of the Covernment’s Ancilent Monuments Department ars
now drawing up proposals to schedule as an anclient monument even more of the area
mined by the Homans.

Although the move by ths ﬁagarimeﬁi is not designsd to thwart ithe gold-
mining intersst, it will meke it doubly difficult for sny new mining operatien o



The lend occupied by the Roman mine is eovwned by the Fatlenal Trust, who
heve alrsady turned down & generous offer” by Anglo-Cansdian Explorablen for
permission to sarry cut progpscihing operatiens.

In 1968 the old opencast workings and the old mine entrances were
gcheduled as an anclent monument.

The depariment's nsw proposals will extend the schsdule to cover the
agqueducts the Homans built io bring water to the mining semplex, the Homan
quartz crushing areas, the waier tanks and troughs and the ares where the
Romans had their washing tables to separaie the gold from the quartz.

Scheduling means that nothing can be done fe disturb the arsa without
three months notice of intentien %o the depariment.

It would then be up to experts from the depariment to decide whether any
work would cause damage to parts of the mining complex considered of prime
intersst.

If & compromise could not be reached and cenflict looked inevitable, the
depsrtment could impose an interim or & permanent preservaiion order on the
site.

It is undersisod that the deparitment have decided to extend the ares
covered by the schedule - it will embrace virtually all of the Heman site and
sven aress beyond the National Trust boundary o take in ths sxtensive agusduct
system - because the mining complex is new regarded as ons ef the most important
Roman military-industrial installaitiens in Burops.

Recent sxcavations have revealed a Roman cavalry fort, a granary and a
rattery of furnsces uged presumably o cast the gold into ingols before shipping
it to the imperial mints.

Meanwnhile, the National Trust are adament that no new mining operations will
take place on their land.

Flur policy is a fairly simple ons", sald Mr. Hugh Griffiths, the trust's
agent for West Wales., "We are in business to preserve places of nalional beauty.”

GHESHEERFSRERFEEIRRE



Gavers Versus Conservalion

Over the last decads the popularity ef caving, as with other outdoor
ports, has grown tremendously - 1950, 1 than 3@ caving clubsy 1970,

= 2zs
four huadred recognised ciubs with an estimated caving pepulastien of
16,000 - 17,000 people. Obviously, pressure on cave systems has grown
prﬁgmrz&egaieigg

The hard core eavers and caving clubs, it 1= hopsd, are already
sonssrvation ﬁima@ﬁ and ecareful on their trips, and I shall therefore
(imprudently?) omit them from the argument. It is the teurist cavers, Tha
fringe navers 5§F caving clubg that worry me.

T have noticed = largs incresse in their numbers over the past feur years -
usually ﬂet&gﬁiga* ile by poor equipment {except wet suits) and attitndes %o
caving., If the size of clubs indicates anything it is discuisting %o know

that of ths ﬁaﬁggﬁsgmﬂ ﬁﬁang, more hhan ten have less than Len membersg

45 have twenty members and L5 have iﬁﬁf%j m@%&%ﬁse Parhaps I am drawing wrong
conclusions here, but study the rescus eall cuts fer Ogef Fiynnon Ddu Il over
the lasy few years. How many wers gerious rescuss 1ﬁv@§?$ag injury? How many
were because parties wers losi or their lemps had falled? How many major clubs
were involved? How many small ones? How meny experienced studeni cluba?

wd fosn gl

Caving ssems to be about ten years behind climbing in popularity, which
is sgain disquiseting. OGe %o Snowdenia; you can see the fooipaths on Snowden
fpom ten miles away (on a clear day, @f course). Bub look at the psople whe
use them, Would you class them 211, sr even the majority, as climbers or
sericus walkere? 1 fesl that many psople now c¢limb merely as an image/ego
boosting exercise.

Seme saving slubs now censidsr a trip to the Uplumns as a slandard novice
trip and take them en masse thers. Are they dolog se %o foster caving or 1o
build up prestige for their club and themselves, or agein as & way To fil
up & mini bus and meke caving cheaper for themselves? One ml %gﬂ$§§ﬁ club, to
boost the image of their club, lscally, took reporters te the Columns and then
on & through trip - almost resulting in & rescue. The list is endiess an

growicg.

50% of natienally important caves in ¥Wales have suffered physical dJdamage
by cavers: £25% of r&giﬁaailg impertant caves have done so. 20% of nationslly
important gsves have suffered frem graflfitly 20% of regionally important
caves! Vosi damage is done shortly after & new satrance is opened!
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How do we siop this iaking a? I think the caly way is 3o aciivaly
discourage the fringe slement, 2 a8 well as individuals. We could do this
be limiting party numbers and the number of novieces per party. Six and one
seem guite suitable numbars to me. I fesl the Duly Officer must take s more
active part in asssessing = party's ability and eguipment, %o see if they are
gapable 5 what they intend deing and bs prepsred io refusse entry $o partis
whe are net up e standard.

Ths club used te have the reputation of being uafriendly fo visitors:
perhaps the time has come for it %o be unfriendly again to ceriain sec%i@&s
f the caving fraternity., If it would help protect the local caves, I'm all
for i%. How can vwe hope to fight Hebbs when we cannoit ksep our ewn caves in
arder.

Even cperating a leader sysiem does not asecem to protect a cave. Two bags
of carbids have already been removed from Ogof Flynnon Ddu I and there Is
plenty mere walting te be brought eut.

Are club leadsers allowing ithis, or guest leaders? Whoever it is, it
seems Ho indicate that pesple arse made leadsrs too essily. Perhaps they
snould no® only know ithe escape roube but a few rules on consservation as well.
They certainly need to be scrutinized more parefully if the caves are io be
protactad.

The zctusl mechanics of all these suggestions sre, of courss, difficunlt

%o implement, but if we are really conservaticn censclous, we must find &
way of affording eur caves greater protsctien against ourselves.

P. FRANCIE

B:B. A1l statistics guolted are %aksn f?@% the Hatienal Caving Assosiatien
publication iﬂﬁvas and Censervatien”, svailsble to all members in
elub records.

PO, A G T ¥ —
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{Reprinted from "Nature")
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RADIOCAREON DATING FROM OGOF-YR-YCHEN, A NEW

PLEISTOCENE SITE IK WEST WALES

There has recently been renewed discussion cencerning the sxtent eof the
Weichselian Irish Sea Glacier, and several authors havs siressed the difficulty
of determining its southern margin in Weles on the basis of geomorphelegical
and stratigraphic criteriz alons. Alse, in South Wales there is ne kaown
reliable interglacial er interstadisl palassbotanicael site which can be used fer
the dating ef drift sequences. Archaeclegical investigatlens in faveurable
lecalities may assist greatly ia this debate as well as exbending knouwledge af
Pleistocene faunss and ef humen Palasolithic eccupation on the Seuth Walses
lewlands, Already it is suggested that substantial paris ef Fembrokeshire and
the Gewer FPeninsuls wers unaffected by ice during the last glaclatien, allewing
the pessibility of mere or less centinueus humen Palseelithic eccupation of seme
coastal sites., The radiecarben age determinatien for the "Red Lady” ef Paviland
(18,460 & 340 yr BF. BM374) supporis this view, indicating thal there was &
Preto~Solutrean cccupatien of cave sites in Gewer clese te the peak of the last
glaciatien. This was fellawed by & Crsswellian eccupation, prebably after
15,000 yr BP. In Pembrokeshire the most promising Upper Palseolithic and
Mesplithic finds have been made during & series of excavations on Caldey Island
since 1911,

Until 1969 these excavatiens had cencentrated en seven caves or reck sheliers
and two open sites; but since 1970 dstailed investigatiens by two af us
{Br James and M.D.) in conjunciien with other werkers en Caldey Island and en the
iimestone ceasts ef the Jastlemariin Peninsuls have revealed several petentially
important Upper Felaselithic cave sites. OF these, the mesh intensively studied
g0 far is Ogof-yr-Ychen {British grid ref, 58147968}, an almost cemplstely
sealed cave on a vertical Carbonifercus Limestone ¢1iff at Jenes' Bay on the
nerthesast ceast ef Jaldey Island, Hers we summarize the preliminary findings
from one of the main chemhers in the cave and report the flrst radlecarben ags
determinatisn for ite FPlelsiscens mammsllan Tauna.

Ogof-yr-Yehen consists of six chambers in a complex short system extending
from 27 m 0D te about 7 m OD. Befere sxcavation these chambers were all
partially filled with cave sediments. The mouth ef a deep pit was revealed on a
ledge outside the entrance of what has beceme known as chamber 4. The strati-
graphy ef bebth the chamber and pit ls shewn in Pig. 1



reciangular woulh messuring 1.8 m by 90 eom, and near-vertical sides. 1% hasg
now been excavated Lo g depth of 6.4 m, excluding the 2.1 m of strata abeve
itz mouth: further excavatien is 4ifficult becsuse of lack of space.

The yellow silty iaverg with clay and reckfnll fragments, sccupiss the
full excavated depth of the pit. I% has ne traces of gtfazzficaﬁi s AnG
throughout 4% consists largely of angular limesbtone rubble and broken pleces
of stalagmite and stalactite in a finer matrix. Betwsen 3 and 3.6 m belew

the mouth of the pii were found & rhinscersus gcay;ﬁ&g an adinole scraper ef
Cregwellian type, two hyena molars and ons flaks of adinocle and anotnsr ef
chert. For approximately 2.4 m above this group of finds ;h%f% are scattered
fragments (thirty-five finds) of red deer antler in an apparently identical
matrix, WNearer the tep of the deposit hyena and rhinccerous $eeth ocour in
assecistion with a largs Tiint flake, and above this the layer gradually
merges inte ihe overlying red eclay layer which contains a smaller propriien
of angular limesieone fragments.

Above this the bone layver {which is not se¢ well fﬁ?”ﬁ§$ﬂ§$§ alsewhsre in
Ogof-yr-Ychen) yielded a serles of Meselithic micreliths of patinated flint, in
addition to many ef the bones identified in the feunal list in the fellowing
comminication. The Homano-DBritish midden %ﬁS identified by its content of
several types of potsherds similar fo those found at nearby Nanna's Cave, and
capping the whels szeguence of depesils was a gmiigv blews sand and then modern
guarry debris.

g %ﬁ

The aimplest interpretatien of this sequence ef deposits, hogelther with
its content of faunal remains and artefacis, is as follows. ?hw lovest yelliow
layer is in part a cold-climate rockfsll deposit dating from the Weichselisn
stage. 1% i3 succesded by & lais-glacial or sarly positglacial colluvial
horizen and & postglacial bone layer which gives way to the Homano~British
midden and then the modern bleown ssnd. This gequencse can be gorrslated with
the succession of Late Pleisitocense depesits elsevhsre on Caldey Island and on
various 2lifftsp sites of the south Pembroksshire coast.

In srder %o test this interprebatien of events the scapula of Loelodonta
iguitatis from the pit {Fig 1) was submitied to the Birmingham University
discarbon Dating Laborat bory for radiecarbon dating. The age determination

on the c§$?aga§ fraction only, was fe§@fﬁ%& as 22,350 % 620 yr BP (Birm %é 3.
18 nexpectedly old, but confirms that the yellew silty layer is of
age and that Late Plelstocene mammals were present on the Seuth
éa 3%@ *ﬁ@ ax;ag phase é& the last glaciasion. It is nolt known how
n the death of the animal and the deposition of the bone
tafact 3%13 30 om above the bons apparently indlcates
ter Creswsllisn humen culture at anfwyfwfﬂhﬂ“* it is
om the deposiiieon of the rhinccercus sgcapula by a
it may demenszivale the arrival of the Oresvellien
tlme of sxtlrems perizlacisl conditions well belors

o5 s%
val of E¢%ﬁf and

. Jﬂu;a Wales at &

he Cgof-yr-Ichen rhinocercus and the

. N Lo e, s ELP P %
onrhed redieccarbon date from g Welsh
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cave. Tnis is a date of 18,000 & 1,400/1,200 yr BF (Birm 145) obtained by
Rowlands fer a mammeth carpal frem Ffynnen Beune, Flintshire. Altheugh this

cave is a Frete-Zelutrean sifte the archeecloglcal importance &f the radiscarben
date is limited since the precise situsilen of the bene is nst knewn; it came
frem a cellection held lecally since 1885, The cave is, hewever, sealed by
glecial and fluvieglacial deposits 1sid dewn by the lagt Irisk Ses glacier. IF
the date is rellable it demenstrates that the lrish Ses giscler did net reach the
Forth Wales coast until after 18,000 yr BP. It fellews thaet it must have hesn
sven later in reaching South Walss and the weight of evidence now suggests that
1% mey net have cressed the Seuth Pembrekeshire cesst at all.

There are clearly many preblems ssssciated with the werk at Qgef-yr-fchen.
Some of these may be reselved by the analysis and radiscarben dating of human
remains found in chamber 3, which premises te vield even mers sxciting results
than those frem chamber . reported here., Chamber 3 centains a welf skull in &
stratigraphic pesition, clesely similar te that of the rhinpcerous goapuls in
chamber 4, but of grester impsriance are %the remainz ef thres individual humens
(ineluding skull fragments) frem anether "bens layer®, These humen remsins ars
being anslysed at the University of Londen Institute of Archeeplegy, and further
work is being earried eut at Durham University en the pellien centent and sedi-
mentsalogical characteristics of the strata. The data frem chambep 3 may ferm the
subject of another brief repert on the completien of furthsr padiscarben age

eterminations. The archaeslegical svidence frem Ogef-yr-Ichen will be anslysed .

in detail by Prefesser W, F. (rimes.

AMES VAN REDERVELDE)

M. DAVIES

i



FURTHER ARCHARCLOGICAL ZXCAVATION Id THE

FEMBROEESHIRE COAST CAVES

Sines the last report was published in February 1973 (84 72), work
hes continusd in the caves near Castlemertin and on Caldey Island. The following
is a summary dealing with each site In turn.

QGOF GARREG HIR. Excavation for a distance of 1.50 m up %o 2 stalagmite
obstruction took place in December 1972, In addition to sheep or goat, bones
of pig were found and a fine flint blade, 86 mm long and 14 mm wide, A hene
awl, polished by uss and 10 om long, was recovared from the bone layer. There
ars parallels from the Aurignacian in France, but none In Usles. Op 16th April
1974 the stalagmite was blasted out and digging can now contlinue, A smalil
chamber which has not yet been entersd lies beyond ihe stalagmiie and the hone
layer appsars to run into it.

OGOF MORFAN. As reported in N/L 63 of May 1969 this cave contained Samian ware,

s fine red pottery made in the second century A.D. Excavabion took place in that

gear, bub winter storms cauged the walls of the trench to collapse. Unbellevably

waves had reached the cave and washsd around our timbers from the trench. The

entrance is sboud 40 fi. above high water merk. Finds included 2 Roman colns,

part of a !fibuls' brooch, and shards of a black, hurnished cooking-pot, all from

the 2nd or 3rd sentury A.D. Thers were alsc a few sherds of a coarss, Late

Bronze Age vesssl, The trench had not been completed o this year I returned to

the cave with Peter Wilkins of 0ardiff, and phetographs of the treach. Using thess

we were abls to re-ppen the trenmch in the former position, and complsie the

excevation down to ths sherils clasy. Many large animal bones were found ineiuding

ox, red deer and pig, all the remains of meals, although whether 1sft by inhabitants

or by occesional visitors invelved in some sord of ritual, iz in doubt. OFf equal

intersst were further pottery fragments dating to either Late Dronze Age or

possibly early Neolithic. Furfher eleaning up and comparison with snerdsfrom burial
5

chembers is expeched to clear up this problem. One of our sherds is 11 ez long
and carrisd & series of holes arcund a thickensd rim., The trench is completsd, but
only 8% of the area of the cave floor has bsen 3 caveted, Thus thers is plenty lsft
for the archasclogistis of the next generation, and we have been careful not %o
disturb the nndug surfacs, Several hundredwsights of timber were hauled up frowm

a beach nearby with a Landrover and the tresch timbersd for 4%z 15 £t lengdh. It
was then covered over and large Dlocks piaced on top.
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OGOF-YR.TCHEN. This dip, lasi reported in Juans 1977 (/L 69) has now been
completed. A radiocarbon dating on rhinocerocus bone was published in "Naturse"
with a summary in this ¥/L. It has been ths most comprehensive cave dig carried
out in Wales since the antiguarians of the last cenbury smployed a dozen
laboursrs on the job. Aboult 14 £ of bons-bearing, clayey rubble was found o
rest on sterils red clay. Strangely enough under about 3 £ of this clay ithers
wag & gap sealed by & slab. When this was 1ifted an inclined passage led downe
wards to a well~decorated chamber, There were 4 £ straws and 2 £ gtalactites,
The way on was blocked by stelagmited boulders, %the blasting of which would
degiroy the formations. The chambver contained mo bones or cave ‘earth'.

POTTER'S GAVE, CALDEY ISLAND., Early excavations here were described by Grimes
Argh. Camb. 1955 and 1967} but work has now besen resumsd as 1% was realised
that paris of the cave remeined undug. I have blssted off guick-growing
stalagmite and paris of the walls, snd human hones have besn found undsraeath
& stalegmite floor. Uccupstion debris extends well ouiside the cave for a
distance of 90 £t down the slope. A most remarkable find was made by the chief
excavator, Brother James, one of the members of the Cistsrcian community in the
Abbey, only on 31st March last., This was & necklscs of 49 blus beagds ; fdateabls
%0 the Doman peried or a 1iftle earlier. Fragments of at least 2 beskers dating
to the Barly Bronze Age timss, and possibly Neolithic potiery as well have been
found. A% deeper levels there wsre festh of hysna, 0On 19%h April Professor Grimss,
now ratired from his post as Director of the Institute of Archasology, returnsd
to examine his old haunte. He was immediatsly able %o identify new finds of
pottery and flin%, and plsce them in the context of the cccupation saguences in
the cave,

STALACTITE CAVE, CALDEY ISLAND. Thie well-known cave, explored By W. Boyd Dawkins,
failed to yisld any archesclogical remeins when a trisl trench was put through the
eptrance dspogiis.

EEL TOINT FISSURE, CALDEY ISLAND. Ths old records shov that this cave once
yielded a great variely of animel bones. Part of the fissure 3%il1] remains and it
has been dug and blasbed %o widen ib. HNo deposils of any kind, szcept for thin
stalagnite on the walls, was found. Obviously the quarrying of the last century
hag removed all archasclogical materisl.

Af. There hes been no excavation in this cavs near Bosherston since By
port in November 1968 (N/L 62). Neclithic 'BY pottery dated te about
2,000 yrs B.C. was then described, and the cave has great potentisl. Vislts are
made pericdicslly %o check that the large stalagmites in the inner chamhar ave
undamaged. This chamber is 811l the best decorated chamber in Wales (see
photograph). Accesz to the Castlemartin caves is 2%ill controllsd by the Army
who consult with the County Curstor before issulng permits to wvisis,

HELVIN DAVIES
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Roger Andrew Solari

On 15th June, Roger Solari disappeared whilst
diving in the Terminal Sump, Agen Allwedd.

BHEHFEEHR

OBITUARY
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Roger Solari was undoubtedly one of Britain’s most talented cavers and
was well known in Yorkshire, Mendip, South Wales and Ireland. His dedicalion
was wholshearted, sxhibiting e rugged benacity with a determination that was
raraly squalled.

By nature an introveri, he was yebt popular and commanded rsspect in every
quarter. Above all he was & free thinking individusl, ascepting realitiss,
but alweys quick to shed new light on a situation and construct answ., No %ask
was foo humble, no job %oo hard and no maiter how demanding, he appliied his
whols self until fruitiom. Thers was no vestige of arrogance in his character,
but an irrefutable and genuine modesty.

There are few truly adventurous spirits, yet RBogsr was one., The lure of
the cave began when he was about twelve; in his homeground, the Forest of Dean,
Uver the years he was to become intimately acquainted with its structural
secrets and geology, leading %o his search for the hypothetical !Foresi
Mastersyatem'. In this quest ke was umrslenting send his ultimate ambition was
to producs a book on the caves and minss of the sares. Had he lived, thers is
no doubt that this would have bscome & widely acknowledged work, incorporating
many high grade surveys of the various networks.

After school, he entered Birmingha=m University, gaining a good bonours
degree in physics, Here he became president of the Speleplogical Society and
initisted the Uave Projects Group. In his management of these and in his assoc-
iation with the 'Forsst' rescue organisation he was alvays eziremsly
songolentlicus.,

Birmingham was the idesl nodal peint for the limsstons arsas apd i% was hers
that his interest was actively aroussd in Ireland. Midwesk trips were often
destined for South Wales and seversl places such as Shakespeare's Cave (Clydach
Gorgs) werse appreciably extendsd. In Yorkshire too, his interest was kesen and

-]



several digs were siarssd that wers %o yisld, following fruly ineredible efforis,
years later, e.g. Dead Dobbin on lLeck Fall.

I first met Roger vhile in my first yesr st Swansea. We bad both just
commenced diving; both under the auspices of our respective friends and outsids
the sphere of the Cave Diving Uroup. However, our setivities wers incrsasingly
channelled in this dirsction snd it was not long before we joinsd the Welsh
Section of the group. The ingredisats of a partnership wers plain, From thai
ooint on our combined efforts led to mutual understanding, respect and mors
important, & bettering of standards beneficlal to us both,

No friend was avar so relisble and each felt his 1ife sscure in the hands
of thse other. Several times he sat arcund for hours on end, often enduriag
sxtremely uncomfortable conditions, while I was away sxploring. Together, many
notable extensions wers found, offen necsssitating e survey. Here Rogsr was
clearly the moiivating force and for this he will best be remembered., Apart
from his 'Forest! survsys, others included Mazeways II in Dan-yr-Ugof; peris of
Ogof Fach and Agen Allwedd, and countless works of the caves of Northern Ireland.

Though diving wes tragically %o claim his life, I fsel be died as hs would

nave wished 5o have died, living life %o the full, In ftweniy-four years he
achieved what many strive for and fail fo atfain in a lifetime, feal proud o

-

have heen with him at the last: a better friend I could not desire,

MARTIN J. FARR

HEYEBEEREES

MZ. AND MRS SOLARI SENT THE FOLLOWING LETTER OF APPRECIATION TO THE CAMBRIAN

CAVING COUNCGIL

Dear Cavers,

Thars are no words sdsguats to express our appreciation for the way 80
many rallisd round to try to hslp our son Roger on Juns 15th. ¥We know that
every humen endesvour was made and feel with you the deep disappointment thai 1%
was without success, We ars well aware of the affort made and the exhaustlve
work done by ec many who came from far and wide and we thank slse 811 those who
were standing by and willing %o coms when called, Thers were two hundred and
fifty velunteers on the Sunday and %o ciek out & few names is not %o und ex-rate
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the others. It will be agreed by all however that John Parker must be
mentioned. To make %the dives he did, at a moment's nobtice and unprepared

¥as an almost supsr-humen achievemeni and he has sarnsd the admiretion of all and
our own deep grafitude. To have been thuarted by the lack of visibility and to
make a second attempt on the Thursdey was itremendous. This time he mads tha
Tourth dive and swam in ail visibility in a desperate effort to find Roger.
Colin Edmunds slso must have a special mention and squally our gratitude for
supporting John. To Bill Wilkes, Frank Bagulsy, the ladies in the kitchen, the
boys who carried the gear, the cavers who set up the equipmsnt undergrousd, to
ell of you our sincers thanks., This support and the support at the Memorial
Service has helpsd us bear what is of course almost unbsarable., To all of ¥you
for the future, we wish happy and sxciling caving, but please, oh please do be
carsful and not too veniuresome. If aay of you are sver at Wigpool, you will
sluays he welooms,

Kathleen and Andy Solari

BRNFEN AT RETE RS

Club Notes

Congratulations to Neil and Edith Jonses on their rscent marriage.
Also Gary Jopes and Liz on their

J
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Edith Jones, Cwm Farm, Elackbrook, Caerphilly, Glam.
Chariie DBrewster, Maesyorug, Penwylli, Pen y Cae, Suanses.
Hike Cowiishaw, Hilsten, Cleveland ¥Walk, Bath.

David Mullin, 471 Blaker Strest, Brighton.

Haydn Rees, 3 Dynevor Road, Garpant, Swansesa.

We welcome the return to the club of:

T

Jobn Deyden, Little Oopse, Hew Rozd., Yesalwpion. Devon,
hs 5 pEa, 3 % 2
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i1l ‘24 Churck Lane, Gawsvorth, Nr. MacclesTield, Cheshire.
Johr Lister, The Anchorage, Hugus fosd, Thrsemilestone, Trure, Cornwall.
Fred Midgley, Dept. of Photography, Swanses College of Art, Alexandra Road, Swansea,

Jehn C. Stevens, Longridee Barn, Wivelsfield Road, North Chailey, lLewes, Sussex.
e

Trefor Woodford, © Albany Terrace, Dundss, DD3 6HG.
3 & H H

HEW CAYE TN BISHOPSTON VALLEY

has been recsived aboul the discovery of 400 feet of cave passage
1 0
%

near Cuzzle Hole, Bishopsion Vallsy, Gowsr. It is reported to bs 10 - 20 Teed
wide, 4 — 5 feet high., The passage branches ilnto two, finlshing with vwhai
appears to be a diveasble sump in each branch.

s (IO G m

THE LIMESTONES AND CAVES OF HORTH-WEST ENGLARD

Compiled and edited by A. C. Wsltham,

assisted by M. M. Swesting

Although ihis book is priced at 6,935, its 477 pages and 34 plates
sertainly provide good valus for the spsleclogist seriously interested in the
caves of NW England. Most of the plates are excellent and informative, but
& faw are of the 'caver's snap-shol' variety, s.g. one does not expect to see the
figurs - almost alwavs essential for scals in cave photeographs - grinning at the
camera in a scene purporting ie show roof pendants.

The vericus chapters are wribien by differsnt aubthors or groups of authors,
and naturally the General Bditer, A. C. Waltham, takes a major part being involved
in 6 of the chapters. Chapters 1 to 4 cover the general ground of ihe origin of
cavas, and this is dons so well by Walthem and Dr. Sweeiling belwesn them that many

of the conclusions are clsariy applicable in other parts of Britain.

am not qualified to deal with the chapters describing specific regicms
5 Alum Fot area, Morscambe Bay arsa, Ribblesdale, elc., since I do not knov
-ione concsrned, bub thers were twe specialist chapters im whieh 1 was

st
éﬁfw
i
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g
tha regi
particularly interested.
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& review of work on Biospelsclogy in NW England is written by J. M. Dixen.
Thig sesms so comprshensive that any oulsider coming to the area and wishing o
-#%art research in this particular sublect would know sxactly whalt has been dons
bafore after reading it. Mr., Dizon laments fthe lack of werk carrisd ocut in
this fiseld, znd his commenls are unforiunsiely only loo applicabls %o other -
regions of DBritain. §rigina2 research on moths, microfauns, and spiders in &
mine level in which an underground rssearch station has besn established zince
1967 is summerized.

)

A review of archasclogical work in the caves of NW England is written
by A. Eing. Most of the excavations described date to the haphazard work of
the last cenbury, but Mr. Xing hes been abls to %is these together with mere
recent work. He comes up with the theory that the use of caves developad frem
hebiiations in the Uld Stone Ags io sepulchrss in the Neclithic, and to ritual
sites in the Romeno-British pericd. I must admit that there ls good evidsncs
from seme of my oun excavalions in South Wales %o support this theory, and the
time 1s now ripe for old finde %0 be re.evaluated with this theory in mind.

If the standard is as high as in this volume, I look ferward te other
volumes in the series "The Limestone and Caves of Britain®, sdited by
Dr. T. D. Ford, =nd published by David and Charlss of Newton Abbot for the
British Cave Research Association.

Hevieyed by 4
MELVYH DAVIES

Closing Dats for the next Newsletier is Qectobsr 26th.
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QGOF PANT.Y.WENNOL . A NEW CAVE ARCHAERCLOGICAL
SITE NEAR LLANDUDNG

This cave, with an enirance 12 £% wids and 6 £% high, is so wsll
hidden in ths woods near Llandudno that no ons knew of ils exisience until
D. James and D. Jones stumbled scross 1t last year. Thsy told me about it butb
their dasseriptions of %$he rubbish tippsd in the sntrance put me off sesing it
until 9%h June this year.

The cave goes on a8 a low cravl for about 15 £1, and the continuation
from there is s tunnel now almost filled with gravel or clay. This can be
dug out, but an approach to it must be excavated Iirst, and the trouble is

tha sptrance chamher is archaeclegicall

The cobtage pwner had bullt a waell scross the save and then %ipped his
domestic rubblish over the wall, We have hanlsd sul, among indescribable things,
& car back-axle, a casi-iron stove, a %aamget a geh of cake tins and, of
course, soms fine human bones. HNo, we don't think the owner was a cannibal.
Cur discovery happened liks this:

On the first visgit in orawling ovar thse rubbish we could see bDone scraps.
ot all were food remains. We dug lighily inte clay and found tﬁ@ bons
fragments of considersble antiguiby. 4 week lster I went back with cameras 4o

cord the site, and decidsd %o taks down part of the wall to g&ﬁ a8 hetter view

7 the interlor. 1 ”Eiﬁkly found that the wall was construcisd of bliocks aof
local limestone, pleces of tufaceous stalagmite that could only have coms freom
inside the cavs, and "cave earth". The latter had been scraped up from the cave
fleor as & binding meterial and I wez able to identify in it the following human

Right mandible with thres melsrs, skull fragment, Patella from a right knes,
pelvis fragment, a metatarsus from a right fool, and three metacarpus bones
from a right hand. Finally ivo phalanges from 2 {oot.

"%5

gever he was he was quite old, his itseilh had carles, and he waz well

ﬁz trituted. Because of the disturbance to ths deposii one cannet be ceriain
about the age of the skeleton, bub many of the bones were covered wlth patches
of stalagmite, and ene lump of tufaceous stal., when dissolved in hydrochleric
agid, disgorged a rib and part of a human tibla, My guess is that the skelefon
az partly embedded in the stal., and the ownsr dug it up *iihﬁui k@ayidg wbal
it was, and got 1%t built into his wall. On the other hand, it might have been
whe landliord,

.

"
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Only 160 om of the 4 m wsll has been dismantlied so far, but it is
planned to take down the rest in the near Tuture in ordsr to detsrmine the
archasclogical potentisl of the cave, We can gse about 20 sguars metres of
undigturbed floor, but some of the deposits on this are very thin. In other
places, stal. covers the fleor and there are 1ittle columns Joining floor fo
roof.

Bats uss the cave as s roosiing site in the summer - one Lesser Horseshos
has besn seen. Remnanis of 2 stony~clay in avens indicats that the cave was
once filled with this meterial, possibiy glacial drifte. It was later aimeost
entiraly washed put. It will be intaresting to see how the bones it into
these svents.

The variocus archasological authoritliss have besn informed of the
discovery.

WALES'S DEEPEST NATURAL SHAFT BOTTOMED!

r group of cavers from the Llandudno area are slowly crossing off the
new caves I listed in N/L No., 17 of the North Walesg Caving Club {(May '74). Ths
main site so far ls the great pothole on the Little Orme. This was finally
bottomed on 26th May by D. James, D. Joneg, K. Criffiths, and guest P. Wilkins,
up from Cardiff,

The pot 1s at SH/8164.8276 and mey be reached as follows:

Locate the rulnsd brisk towsy on the northern exiremily of the Litile Orme.

Tn front of i%, facing the Isle of Man(!), are twc gullies and the pot is in
the vertical, western one, aboub half way down. Access im only feasible via
the sasiern gully. Thers is & shori vertical stretch on this descent for which
25 % of ladder can be used. Then traverse out of the gully using 8 1ifslins
for 40 % into the other gully, arriving at the 1ip of the pol. There is just
ghtanding room Tor party and %ackle at the sdge; bhelsy from pitons,

125 P4 of lsdder was lowsred into the pot, free-hanging all the way afier
the initisl 15 £t. Duncan James sald there was s ledgs at the botitom and there
was room for thres men. DBeing high tids, sea level was about 12 £t lever. so at
low ide 150 ©t of ladder iz vequired teo vrsach the shingle beach of the zea cavs
beiow. It was found impossible to resch anything in the great blackness on the
inlend gids of the pitch and aboul % of the way down. The presence of glecisl
drift loverlain in pleces by stalgmite, on the far side of the mouth of ths poi,
suggests that this hole is pre.glecial, it god filled with drift somstime in the
Wesichsellan, and the ses has nov opensd 1% up again from benssth. It may be
possible to olimbk up by step~culbting in clay and using plions, startiag from the
gea cave. Boat socess is only possible al spproxmimaiely 1 hour of low tide.

The pot mouth, azlthough meassuring 8 % by 5 ft, 1s very hard %o Tind and
we were only suscsassful becauss I had previously besn into the szes cave i s

rubbar dinghy, and bad pholographed the cliffe on emerging for reference purposes.
Another word of warning: T found when lifelining that communicsiion with the man

L
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: i very difficull because of the nolsge of the waves below and
the schoes in the cavern which forms the south well of fthe pot.
July becsugs of disturbance to

Expioration is no% advised in Juns aand
These

gea-hirds whieh are nesting on the famous Little Orme ¢liffs nearby.
ocliffs are scheduled as a Site of Special Scientific Interest.

For the record, I described a2 mew pot I discovered in Fembrokeshirs in
1966 (Hewzleiter No. 54, South Wales Caving Club) and claimed it as & Welsh
record a8t 105 4. Hobody dlspubtsd my claim, so this one at 150 £% musi now
be the dsspesi natural shaft in Wales.

MELVIN DAVIES
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AND NOW FOR SOMETHING COMPLETELY DIFFERENT:-

The Calcite Saga

Dawn rose in the zmall Smokeless Zone carved im the limesions hBills by
Sunday morning seconds blasting, years ago when sven Llanelll school teachers
were young, Bipds twitbered in the doctorsd blozsom tress, but the communiby
slumbered heavily on in old musty damp unopened rooms, vwhile large ornamenial
Wardens in very smart dinnsr Jackels end bow $les kept guard. It was the
strange superstition of some that the entirely fibreglass and peaceful Wardens
were given o throwing large kaives st the slesping inhabiianis, or sves
chewing thelr legs and feel when the moon was full, but the Herdens weren'ti.

Az the day broks a2 hovercrafy arrived powered enitirely by the wrath of
b

£
gemekespsrs and navigated all the way from Belgivm on Flight 107, the 9.0



from Newcastls %o Trinidad-no-she-weni-of-her-own-accord {[think about it) by
Taff the RAF, a well known and well loved pilet impersonsbor. 1% disgorged
itself upon arriving, a typically unpleasant Frog habii, of some distasteful
unmentionebles and a drunk Admiral on his way fto alcoholism on a magic carpet,
which hs found, of course, very stimulating - sexually?

)

Aided only by a gilant size Inflsatamatse, Cementation and the Club Resords,
a daring attempht was made to paint the entire countryside green (with eavy of
the Seis?). On the failurs of this escapade our courageous hero auctionsd his
rights %o keep geese and most of the Horth Sea in 0.F.D. and inveshed the
procseds in the Zconomic Foresiry Group in sccordancs with & peculiar politieal
conviction and an sniirely vegstable diet,

Tims progressed., Somesone fused the light in the Ladies Lavatory so the
entire building of course had to be svacuated, revsaling to all and sundry and
fntie Mary an entirs Women's Institute Monthly Outing biding, disgulsed
cleverly as streakers, in downstairs No. 10. With great gnashing of teeth and
much walling they wers cementsd into the new Luxury High Rise Roman Bath Complex
by & friendly 1ittle gnoms in a peculiar gresn garment which frightened small
ehildren and kisked dogs. There thsy passed many & day producing Servicesbls
Shirts for Samoasns at & rate unrivalled in the West Cpuntry and unparalleled
in the history of Samoa.

It is ancient history in the area that besides surviving traditional
loeal pastimes such as Shesp Seducing and Pig ¥hipping thers had besn 5 tims
when & few local inhabitanis and a lot of fierce marauding foreigners with mainly
false testh, had indulged in & different kind of sport. I% iz ftold in the inns
and ale houses of ithe valley that these people would sssenmbls very early in thes
mornings dressed in tight fitting black rubber clothing, chew a vast gquantity «
of grit and mud, sabotage thelr illuminstory devices and run and hide underground
for six or seven hours. Apparently they derived a great dsal of satisfaction
from this procsdurs. Somehimss they sven plsyed hide-and-sesk — some peopls wars
so good at hiding, they weren't found for days!

Quite when the custon died outb no-ons knows. It is sald that even now
o red-headed beekesper appears every full moon and dissppears underground with
a vast guantity of luggsge to book new and extendsd accommodation for himself
and frisnds,

The sun sets on our small sstilement, ocasis of intellectusl sctivity and
philosophical thought. TPerhaps cone day the assembled populece will once again

raturn under the sarth in & flurry of Aslstex, esmpassicnsd enthusisam and
cooking bhssr,

Mr. G. K, Jopnss ig 591

AHOH,

Piease nots:~ The managsment would like o point out that HO MENTION
WHATSOEVER has been made of ths Harlot of Jsrusalem.



