Club Trips,

Seush Weles Savins #iluw, Newpliethow Ne B,

Vfﬁk welcome the following new nembers.-

N,Dilly 79y Arran Stceet, Roath,*ccfdlff.
M,Hourahan, 90, Beulah Road, Rhwbina, Cardiff,
A, Wring, 76, Kensington Park Road, Brislington,Bristol 4,

Correction of addresses,

The féllowing are corregted from the last newsletter,

W.C,Frecman., 45, Harbour Rd,, Barry, Glem.
D. Hunt, 19, Spring Street, Cadoxton, Barry, Glam,

» An effort is being made to start the wmonthly club trip
again., The success of ﬁh se trips depends on the co-operation of
mewbers in supporting thoeuw. These trips give wuwwbers an opportunity
to visit some of the lesser known caves and sdvantage should be taken
of this fact, If any wewber has any suggestions for future club trips

- will they plesse communicate with the sooretary.

A

August 2nd. Pwll Swnd,
September 5th, White Lady, Town Drain and Cvm Pwll-y-Rhyd,

Pwll Swnd, Mect at 11.30 a.m, at Herbert's Quarry on the top of the
mountain road from Brynamaam to Lisngadock,

Vhite Lady, Town Barmin and Cwm Pwll-y-Rhyd,
Meet at 11,00 =z,ul, 8t the fork in the road going to the
Bridge Cav % This is reached by turriing left on thw road from
Pont Neath Vaughan to Ystradfellte at Gwean Bryn Bwch and following the
tragk to the fork,

Subscriptions,

Some subscriptions hsve still not beea paid up and mewbers
are rcminded again of Rule 6 which states:=- |
"Any member who is wore than four months is urrears in payment of
of uubqofaptlon shall be decemed to have ceased meubership, and shall not

“be eligible for re-election unitil payment of arresrs has been made,"

Will members please send thelr subscriptions at their
earliest convenlence to the treasurcr,

G.R,G.Transactions,

Volume 2 Number 2 is now published and contains amongst other
artivles one by C.L.Railton on ropes and rope ladders and another,
"“"gnlflcant Air Streams in Ogof Ffynnon Ddu,South Wales", by W.H.

Little,
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34, Alexandra Road, :

Leafiington Spa,
Wﬂrcs. ' 4

Price 5/- post frec,

Admission charge to Ogof Ffynnon Ddu,

As from Junc 1lst 1°5o§ﬁthe following admission chargcs were
put into operation and are payable® to J,Barrows, Y.Grithyg.

1/~ per person per weekcnd (Friday night to Sunday nlght) .
2/6d per person per Woek,

Caving Notca

rance to this cave which is
G > criarry on the zight of 3 road going to Penwyllt
is now vlicce Cwing b0 quarrying the cave should now e considered

‘dengerous and ot to be entered.

Moleler Cuvo, 9£/854157.  The entr
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Pwll Swnd, 22/761184, A cairn has now been built by L.E.Hawes and
W.E.Clark. This should be a grecat help in locating this elusive
cavae, '

Ogof Clogwyn, 52/212123. L.E.Hawes rcports that a new scction of
passage has been adéed to the Upper Secrics,

Ogof Ffynnon Ddu, 22/848153, Waterfall Series. The traversc wire
has now boen fixed sbove the watcrfall at thc entrance to the serics
and it cnables an casy route to be made from Uppcr Flood Passage

at the start of Boulder Chamber without the usual shower under the
waterfall. Cefe Ncwsletter No.,3., for details of the original clinb,

Ogof Capel Ddygen. 22/467128,This cave has in it a small pothole
Wn.ch lcads to & chamber containing a pool off decp watcr., It was
suggested in 1951 when the S,W.C,C, visited the cave that it would
be ﬁ“OfltSblG to come back during a spell of very dry wcather,.This
has been done by the Taylors who report as followsi-

”O Seturdau 6th. Junc 19835, we returned to the cave and did
amount of work endeavouring( not particularly siceessfully)
; tAMﬁv~h the olezlkzaze  at the cnd of the melin passagc.

_.L\vo

zhout 6! it stil: aprears to be a solid mass of

lt‘\

2a the way back, howcvor, we managced to have a quick look
no cnotbern at the bobtom of the pot in the right hand passage to
fins to cur asthnishment that the 3001_vh10h normally fills almost

the catime floor arca had drained away cxposing a further chauber equal

in area to the original onc or even biggcr.
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Do Phias was Below the wall which nermally forgs the boundary
.to the pool( which, indidentally must usually be at lcast 8! dcop

in one part).

We went back on thc 13th, Junc and werc able by digging
through quantities of sandy silt to cnter a small low passage lcading
to a tiny chamber, In the roof of this were scveral high fissurcs, all
water-worn, '

After this we started heaving rocks around at the site of
the mein sink and were cventually able to clcar a way down about 8°
to a water-worn tunnel leading to a body of watcr, As yct we have no
ldca of its oxtent. ,

It is interesting to note that a man we met near the cave
said that in his young days he and his fiicnds werc able to descend
"a 200" decp pot(d)" from the cxtreme cnd of the main passagc and he
was agtounded to hcar that it was no longer acccessible, Obvhously
there must be sowmething thore if onc could find the oxact spot to dig,"
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The Heights of Low's,

(in Operation in Ogof ffynnon Ddu)

Meny is the time wo have gone up Strocam Passage and,
standing at the Jjunction in Upper Flood Passage, below the 10' cliub
up the chain to Low's Passagc, we have marvelled at the height., The
everchanging curves of the walls rise ncarly vertically; then,almost
eluding the eyc is a ceiling embosscd with pendents rising yet
higher to the roof wmecandor,

Unlike the passage at our fect it swings round south
to be called Low's Passage and its statcliness diminishes as the roof
descends with the dipping strata whilst the prescent floor of infilled
md rises gently. No willy-nilly stream could have cut so deecply and
continuously, yet until cut cown to the level of the Railton-Wilde
Scries it had no apparcnt alternative bar ohe; dircectly above our
heads, some 50' up is a dmrk patch which may be a passagc. We cannot
sece in for it is at right angles to Low's whilst upstrcam the next bend
in Upper Flcod Passage hides it again beforc we can get far enough,

Of course the problem was lcft but rot forgotten. The
Job wumt on & wmental list until Good Friday 1953 when Strcam Passage
rescundad with th2 clangs of alloy tubing hitting rock, A heavily
laden pardty of cavers struggled through the water with a varicty of
tackle - scaling poles, couplers, laddcrs, ropes, pitons, ladders,
rawl-bclits and tools,

Ledges wostly norrow and sloping formed the first objects
of attack. Each lcdge follows the same bed and the further south we
went along Low's Passage the casicr it was to reach thems Unfortunately

i
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for us, thcy were not continuous and ran out at the first bow,Further
rcconnaissance, howcver, incrcascd our hopes; half way along the -
passage an carlicr lcdge on the western side looked from below to

be eesily traversible. In 2 matter of minutes a 25£% "maypole! was
assembled, the top of it supvorting a ladder, The lcdge was recached
and it wes comfurtably widc. A sloping covering of mud wos soft

enough %o wick stops. No.2 came up and we traversed north towards the
firsv bend, the mud getting harder, the slonc steecper and narrowep,

A spade was brought up and wo cut a fow more gtopst an ico axc would
have beon handicr, Thoen, round the bend no wmoro muds Jjuet hard stoop
'stal'; the spade was uscless, Ve reipcated backwards along our

tracks realising now that we should hove to ‘maypole' further ahcad
where the ledge was much higher above the floor, ‘

Again we shone our lights up, this time looking for a
notch in thc overhang below the -ledge which here was 40ft., above us,
"Meypoling" higher than 30ft. is a bit Toiry-fairy' oven with guy
ropcs to stop the top of tho pole from 8liding sidcways. 8ft, from tho
¢limb up into Low's there was just the crack to locate it, We coupled
another scction of tube and up-cnded it, Behind us was the narrow
lcdge on the cast wall 6ft, above the floor ond on to this tho
bottom end of the pole was placed; not without some struggling as
the top of the pole jamwod in the crack as we 1lifted., The overhang at
thc top was cnough to wmeke tho angle of the polc pretty steep and we
shifted thc bottom to make the best of it but made a wmess of it
instead. At thc top of thc pole the headers of the ladder sre ticd

through on iron collar fixed %o a plug which slidece into the tube,
We had raiscd the pole and this hoad-picce had Jarmcd; lowering the
polc had left 1t and the ladder hanging on their ovn,Pulling had no
cffcet; this was soucthing we had not bargainaed for, If we cliwbed

the ladder the thing would probably come adrift and cven if it didn't
vou can't vory well take a belay off a ladder when you arc hanging e
it - that's Grade 8! I have never won a prizc for climbing .grcasypole:
my arms ached as I clung to tho top with onc foot poiscd on a couplang
bolt and the other kookad under a ladder rung to take the weight, The
hecad-piecce came out all right, A tott ring wewmernt that secmed a full
minutc and it was Dback howe in the pole again,

: The top £till did not rcach beyond the overhang and to
cxtend 1t would mske it unstable, The crack was in fact 2 joint
threagh ecveral beds and it woent streight in. A piton banged into it
wouid have bnoen uscless in the cvents of an outward pull, Thoere was
nowning c¢lse Teor it hut to drill wund use o Rayl@glt, Koch }n turn.
hung oo the lodder using the hooer and shap rill, In such o position
Linowt a Tirm footing wost of your ocncrgy is wasted, Two hours later
the holw wes aecp cnough and the bolt was fixcd. We callcd it a daye

The following weckend two morc clloy tubes and a 7ft,
prop werce carricd upstream, together with another 50ft, of ladder,
A day was spont in cxtending the polc and, having ticd it beck to
the Good Friday Rawlbolt two thirds of the way up wec asccndcé to
the ledge, Mud covercd as beforc, it provided space cnough for two to
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A unatcly wo we avey ond unadle to
right into i1t end between us vas an 8ft, gep in the ledge. We
congoliinted our pesiticn with anothcr Ralvholt ond transferred the

ladcer from the "Meynole" to it. This Hslay cnabled us to lcan out
over tha 4A0f4, <rop butiwithout sceino weebh wwore of the hidden

passuge. It was, 1l sodnmed. a coublo-dociiar PLES
on this lovel end the upper part 1004, higher, running from undernecath
the roof wmensndor. Toe currsuniiugs wors very plensant; on the cast
wall was snother ledgs wider tuh stooner, Dovn bolow odd lights
moved abcout In o disisl borgehrund, wut upr on the lcdge was another
world in thc mi€st of rool poadants undaabod by micky fingers, As I
gazced into the roof wy light went out and I was thankful for a good
bClayo

agc - the lower part

A Ffortnipht later we workcd in shifts and the first onc went

in at wid-day on Baturday, When I got thore with the grub party in
the cvening the plene looked like a mad gymasinm, Crossbars wore
wedged and the Mmoypclc" was siuck on a &% ledpe by the Good Friday
Rawlbolt -and cressed obligingly to tho Eaost Ledge, Laddors were now
hung down bLoth sides of Low's, but an attcmps to traversc the East
Ledge was hopeless since the stecp mud was stelagnited and nlimost
devold of holcs, From the far cnd of this ledge we should be able to
scc into the hidden passage and then we could probably bridge across
right intc 1it.
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Morc polcs again, The next journcy up Strcam Passage was
a slow onc., Wo carricd an 18ft, larch pole, which just got in through
the new cntrence, By pushing ond boeking in the aside passages and
bedding plancs wc approached Low's triuvmphantly. We houled it up to
the Weet Ledge whon o betitor iden struck wie, The bottom wrs lashed
friday Ralwrolt; thon poying out tho rope from the top
it rested ogainst the Zast Lodge.with the rope made fast to the top
A

bolt on the wost oide, A gontle pall cuuld swing it like a boom round

to thc hidden passage, S0, down tnc west radder and up the cast ladder

where the Top cf ©he Loom wes casily rcacncd. A sporc line was ticd

to this boow which rasched to the floor, Thae slopc had beon toc

stcep to traversc, but holding the boom it was an casy walk. The

hidden passage got ncarcr. dtanding oppositn it, 211 could be scon -
the wholc darm 1ct., It wos nothing worc thar o bay. But what happenecd
to the upper part? The overhsng siill obscurcd the viow. Sitting

with thc henging ropce under cac thich s over She other shoulder

it only nccdcc o push %o swiny ri the passage, After the
initial creekings of the lashing Wead VoY ple

middle, I could look up initc A0 Cpon Joint rsn up from

the Lowecr suspcctced passage hul oL TMorn overhong obscurced the
vicw right into thoe corncr, T 1308 Invin levael with thoe floor
i

of Low's and swung on to it from over thc Junction, We should have to
"maypolc" up from the ledges into the wmeander, A short polc was
asscnibicd end haulced up to the West Ledge. Gingerly it was pokced up
into the wmeander; an cxtra tubc cxtendced it farther and its short
isddcr hung Gown to the cdge of the Esat Ledge. Another Rawlbolt was
put thcre for a belay. Scconded from there in Clivbing stylc, the
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knock your tceth out dangling ageainst o wall than hitting the deok ..~
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e ‘maypole' did not slip. Above the pendants were two
ndgne fasing one eprothor 8C ~nloe~ly that you could stand with
onc et on Qgﬁh, Thn pipolc morwed walls bore ovidenco of the onc time
; ‘ T the ma892g0, Tho scerct of
LXplainG& the gap beside it. There
18 ho sethisiicd now ve knew there
L ﬂp“ poies would be to adventage in
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wasn't onc, The cxperiencc

ool
othcr placcs. Fow, cn ordorl# rotrcet was nceded. Al the tackle
was lowercd coxcopt the csst laddcor supporhced by 1ts kowlbolt, Below
it,in the crackswaes & throa fole Through o piccc of cotton line
ticd in it was passcd sz 1ol : Then, olimbing above it on the
laddcr the Rewlbol®t was agaln wcachod, and. with onc Foot jammed in

the creck to u
fleor, Jne hand )
and GLhorn Lutn worae droppoda
lcavring thom to Hhelr cons ! WG siicrt slide down
the srosk 5irl tnc douwnicd ¢ Look Gl rodon the lust man
absciled to the heap of tack SOl OW
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The withdrawsl wes made couplobe and this could be looked
upon ag 7 SUCLCSsS. Anyonc can cnjoy dangling on a IOPCe. It is the
men thut holds the ropc, the 'porters’ cnd the chap petting cold
waiting For you thet mokes the team. In this tcam all cqually
important worci-
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W.HLittle,

1,/5/53,
ct, Codoxton, Barry, Glam,
1 rnlasg Whitchurch,

: _ , Nr, Cardiff,
Hon,Editor. D.W,Jcenkins, Dinworc, Dyffeyn Rd.; Llandrindod Wells, Rads,

Hon, S(‘CI’("t’{I‘y, DeG‘ojﬁuntg 1J,SQI‘j,1’}_g St
Hon, Trcasurcr. Miss.P.Hardwidge, 15, Hc
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