3, . DAVID PRICE ~ The Gwyn Arms,

All cavers will learn with deep ragret the news of the
pessing of David Price on the 30th Becenber st the age of 66, He
ksd battled uncomplainingly sgainst failing health for & number
of years and latterly wae forced to spend much of hic time in bed.
This was imch against ithe grain. snd, even as late as Christmas
Day, he asttempted to tuake his normal piass in the house,

David Thomas Price was born in Sennybridge Tin 1887, While
guite young he caie to iilve st the Grithig Cottoege near Pfynoon
Ddu when hie father was wppointed gemskecper to Madome Patti at
Cralg-y-nos Costle, It was durlng this tlie that he mot Cyril
Powall {(the Ongur) and many were the axplolts and expeditions
which they shared in their youth. On leaving Penyese Church
School he worked ot Oraig~y-nos CGastle and shaved in thoao happy
deys with so wany locai folk whose nuamhers ars now 8o gadly
diminished. ‘

In 1915 Davy went to work in the mines, thinking nothing
of walking five wmiies to work and five mlles beck homo sfter a
hard days work underground, In 1918 he merried and in 1952 he
and Mrs, Price took over the CGwyn Arwms,

The call of H,E,Robeorts ai the Gwyn Arms in 19536 ané the
information glven to hilam by Devid Price about Dan—-yreGgof loprgely
contributed to the rcnewed exploratiom the following yesv, Devy
was very active 1n this end was among the {irst party to roach the
Mud Crawl =nd to maeke the Letter~Box Climb, Gubsoguently he acted
ag guide to the cariy caving papriles on cxcursions to other crnvea
in the arecq,

With the decision t pen Den—yr-ogof sg a show csva Davy
was called in ©o drive the opresent supbrance tannel. 4t hthils
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type of work with "plug und fo

end none know bettor than he the problewms of working Limestone,
- With cpcening of the cave he acted as guide and romoined i that

poaition until the clesure furing the war,

0 wef Doresd in 1946 he was

e commnittes wenizer apd latierly he and Mra. Prica wera ojioched

From the daye of 1937, wher large caving pantlics Tived
visited Dan~yr~ogofy until the establiishment of South Woles Caving
Glub headguarteors sy Penybont in 1946, the Gwyn 4pme wes the bese
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for &li caving opcrations, During this period and'afterwards*Whan
the now club gaothered sirength and large weets—were organised David
Price esrncd from o 3 ‘Lo appreeiation and respeet which was

due to him.as & most 1bic host. He was no ordinsry landlord.
Quiet and unassuming he ”Cm a hown diplomat, & confidant, and a
sound adviscr. Pernh no one fathomed the depths of his ming

tut glirpses of nis i f'j,, his clarit ty of thought and his
desire to hkcip his ., %ere often seen, He loved his
valley, its natural 1if and "ts peuple and it was always his
Plesasure to relatc his experis s"with a dry, subtle humour.

Adport from his ﬁSS:u-ﬂtsOn with caving, he was s Dlstrtat‘~
OounbilLor for the last four ycarb, and a mewber of Cymdaethas
Cynru and the J"ﬂe&uock Socicty,

In the pas ging of David_Price we havq.loet‘a’ -
frienu~w ho wiil bc,amik%wxuauﬁf Thn"twﬂmathy’goes out to

Mre, D“thy;LﬂDB7/ﬂnd Artle,

AHHL11,

L —
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I fusry,1954, . douth Wales Qaving 1lub, Hawuslatter No,7,

Tha comrittee teke this opportunity to wish all the moubers of
Jhe SBouth Wales Caving Club and all friends of the clud A Hoppy
¢iscoveries

Few Year ond it ig hoped thet this yesy will sce further
in undergzround South Wales,

ey

Chengo of afdrasa,

&, Bradshew, 7,Allsprings Drive, Gt.Hsrwood,lr,Blackbura,Lancs,
P, A Duncan., 18;Halton Lane, Wendover,Bucks,

The club dinnsr,

Thie wes held ot the Grend Hotel in Cardiff cn Ocutober 3lst,
It was atbended by fifty-five monbors and gusets and everyane‘agreed
thet tne funetion wes an outstendlng sucocesgs, This wes cCue %o the
efforta of Mies P.iardwldge and V Xagitble on whose shoulders fell
the burden ol orguniﬂing the dinner e Lake thia oppo*tqnity of
thenking tham and all who helped 1n eny way.

Publicetions,

ipritieh Coving® by Merbers of the Cave Resesarch Group,
Published by Kegsn Psul snd Routledge, 35/-,

This book represents the wost lmpoeriant addliion ! nyohving
literature in the Inglish longusge. For tho firat time we have a

" book which tells us neanrly everyihing that anyone could want to know

or should know about the subjJect. Bech section Lo writicn by an
expert while the hook 1s woll 1lllustrs uaa by phwtegrephs dravn frow
various IRE LD Anyone who has any prvuanﬁiona to ealling hiwuself
{or herself) a caver or spelecloglel ehould find a place for this
ook zn thelr booskoholves,

Tt would not be vight to conclude without menFloning the editor
of this work, Rev,C.H.D. dall;ngfm*d a mewber of this club, "hose
eftorts in collating » book of thia neture waet ke truly wonumental,
Nor would it bo right not to wmention Brigedisr H.A.Glensle vho

has not only W xttﬁn a gection of the book in coujuncilon vith

M. Hazelton but vho hae aleo had the tagk of cowpillng the ilndex

snd the 1int of caves,uines and recurgssces;dritivh Caving Obgonisations
and a glossary ol nuving terme,

Mnitioh Caver', faeause 24, Published 1y GePlatten,
”Rofherfiéld“,F@'nhiil Luaa,Naw Mitton,Hants, 7/3d.

Cavers know only too well the splan ild efforts by G.Platton
in keeping us all up to date in what is hupponing in the nopld of
caving, This volume is no cxcoption and 1t i a worthy succesaor to

its predscessors,
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Thae Plres Iontoraotionel Spoleoloyical Qongrosa 3.’q in Paris
»aau ¥ wal undoubicdly o sucecen, mkown rere waay interesting paopers
and discudelons on ell caprobs of en Ting. anmh:"d wilth weny othsy
oounbixmag the nusher of Hvitib. repr -hﬁnt tives waa doplorably small
only four, (.all.(..li;“i-" bodng, Weewilok,Ta :‘m.L',l‘,:.a.L, and C.L. REaitbon. With
thie ouall nuanber 1% waﬁ'ﬂht'pgbﬁibfm TOONAVO Ggven. ona reprosentabive
gatonding to hoar ovory paper and dlzoussion,  On agpaehs of
Spelanlopy wo ane z‘:‘:. loast up Lo L2 not in H(:"v‘:,.h:{ Conany othor
countrion, In divir i '”WHAJUJ“ T umdmunmmf“v wae  Ih is ccrbainly
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to sea that at tho next congress Lo e hold ir Ihaly dn four vears
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WM wick worked on the #ftatutos Untmiscion and the thvoo other wenbars
the cne of an fovarnationnl caving zlossary,
The hoaed werln wag gprinzled wilh tyyinml Ev‘;gh ;“=giﬁallﬁva
recophbicns; a bour oF Pards; a visilt o the TPolis Bireg sares; and a
most enjoyavle informal bangist to close tho Congrass, buri_ﬁ three.
evoningas £11m8 wors showng fhwch woere made in and apround ouves, Ly
mvc“" and Lfev rere roslly irst classg, Perheps Britain could exhibit
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et the next Cungresst
2 the photographers,
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What shout it 8.W,0,C, ¢ - you have

M.E. and C.L. Railton,

Decoriior, 1983,
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Pant Mawrf Pothole,

N.G.R., 22/89116%2,

The story of Pant Mawr Pothole cowmences some elghtecn years

“ago when there was no cgving club in South Wales and when the lendip

cavers were beginning to think seriously about the limestcne areas
that 1ay on the other side of the Bristol Channel. Barly references
to the discovery of Pant Mawr are,thereforc,few, Thec pothole wmight

even herve bean'discovered' twice for both E,A.Glennie and G,Plntten

werc working from the Swansen Vaolley in 1936 but they did not record
their finds. The first rccord is in "Coves and Cnving® p. 97 "Porth

yr Ogof ond its Neighbours." in which J.Braithwrite wrote:- "Downstream
from the main chruwber is very easy going, The chanber opens into n
spacious passage. The stream wos followed for some distance before a
block was renched in the form of a fall of roof. There was no way

over the :£alls but we found o way through the boulders, following the

course of, the strecm, nlthough this necessitnted totnl immersion,

‘The passcge resuricd its dimensions again only to continue for o short

distence to snother fall of roof - which hes not yet been passed,”
K.ilurrel] s~rys that the date wos Ostober,18th, 1936 nnd that the party
comprised Jim Braithwaitc, Austin Wzdsworth and himself, That day they
hired o horse to carry the tackle, not knowing the depth of the pitch,
On that occasion they explored as far =2s they could get above the
waterfrll and-found thet the'duck' in the first boulder choke was
passcoble, Murrells second visit was on Noveuber 15th,1936 when hc and
Braithweite went through the ‘'duck' into what I think is the space
between the T{irst and sccond boulder chokes, He concludes:- "I gave
up Wh%n no obvious way on could be found. Ve never visited the cave
again,

Lotcr Dingle n»nd Yreenwood iwnde further unsuccessful atterpts
t0 continue the cxploration, In 1939 Dingle led 2 B.S.A. party there
2t thc time of the Swansca meeting of trat Assccintion. Pent iavr
is unlikely to hove been visited by cavers during the war as the
ares wos used as on artillery range whilst after the war the
Broithvwoite - Murrell Passage was not enough to induce anyone to go
throuch for a long time or,perhaps it was the crumbling shale which
put people off. The 8.W.C.C. made only occesional visits until the
curzaer of 1952 when Peter Harvey put fluorescene in the sink 120 yards
north of the pot. Five days later the Little Neath was coloured o
vivid grccn.

Nearly a year later a couple cf Rawl bolt holes were drilled in
the rock at the top of the 48ft. pitch on the east side thus saving
the weight of a sledge hormer, an iron stake and a long tether for

i': the 1adder. This is a grest saving of energy condidering that the

caver has to climb 1650ft, on the ridge between Pwll Byfre ané Pant
Hawr, the pot itself is situated at about 1,450ft. The easiest
epproach being from the west via Penwyllt and @hg 0ld quarry track on
the slopes of “ant Byfre, to the t ramway leading to Pwll byfre.
APter oscending the ridge east of the cnd of the track a wide stretch



of moorlcnd is seen, The posts which are the remnins of an ola fence
arcund the pot way be seen betwoen a sink on-the.left and a wall which
runs froil east to west on the right. These are the only landmarks for
Pant liawr 18 o desolate spot and devoid of any shelter. Should the
wist come dowvm o compass will be your best friend,

After several visits in the summer of 1953 Dai Hunt and I wade .
o survey of the upstream parts and dowm to the first boulder choke, -
By Spetowber 12th, Bill Clarke had wriggled under the boulders and
rediscovered Braithwalte's wmiserablce wet route., The following day
Clarke wont through sogain, this time with Dr. Aslett, Beyond the wet
crawl they climbed upwards through the second choke after walking a
few yards down the stream. This brought them to a fair sized chamber
decornted with straws and some strenge stalagmites which were as mige
shapen as the blocks on which they sdood. These blocks appeared to
have slippcd down the sloping floor, An ox=bow Passage on the right
bypassed the next constriction, a collection of eccentries snd a
gour pool before swinging back into a large passage againe The floor
sloped unevenly downwerds over strevn blocks(the 'Dining Hall). Soon
the stream reappeared and the way led on, Cross passages were seen
ebove reach, running from east to ‘west., White curtains hun down 9ft.
fortunately out of the reach of mmddy fingers, Then,for =z few feet,
the stream ran over bedrock to continue over ‘ascorted boulders of
01d Red Sandstone,grit and limestone blocks which had fallen from the
walls and roof, ITventually the stream diseppeared under the right
hand corne¥ of a heavily calcited roof f£all, Aslett and Clmrke cama
back wet and tired but they had found theoway on. ‘
Rain during the weck clesred off on Ssturday but conditions waera
. 8t11ll uncertain on Sunday,September 20th. Denise Medins kept watch
on the surface while Clarke,Leyman and I went down, We crawlcd into
the Braithwalte-Murrell route to find only 2ins. of ~ir space in the
tightest spot. Froth wmarks on the walls c¢learly indicating the state
of a¥Tairs after roin., Discretion, we decided, was a good excuse for
nct getting wet. This route runs against and under the right hand wali,
‘ctracing our steps we climbed over the boulders ,under ‘the sagging
»oof and carcfully searched every cranny, A hole beneath a crunbly
shcle band, whilst looking most unattractive, proved to lead to the
shattercd zonc between the first an@ second chokes., We held oup
breath until Glarke returned and helped him out without dislodging
things, A few minutes we had made a narrower but safer entrance behind
a large bdlock %o one side., Just insldc we built & pillar of stones
to prevent any further drooping of the slab in the roof, The routec
wos now o reasonable one and not affected by o moderate increase in
the: stream. We pushed on down to the third choke and Scranibled into
a central opening,travorsing behind the calcite flow on the rights. It
went casily- avoiding any loose bloeks. Before us stretched a large
chamber the end of which we were unable to ses (Great Hall). We walked bpew
o umd slope, claubering over muddy blocks, towards the sound of running
vater. The stecom had reappeared again to be Joined further down by
a job of water shooting out of a 6 inch hole on the right(the Fire
Zycrant). Our way continucd over blocks and high mudbanks in which

v

ddigy wede
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v8 kicked stepd, The sqguare scction of the pocsage h?ngﬂd7to a rift
f

s
4 Teet vide while the roof,walls and wven large formations were
covered with a soft adhesive md The streaimn ran sluggis hly end we
followsé it until we werc thigh dGO?s It appeere thet at times the
flown gnd we were out of

passage must flocd up to the roo;G Time had
contect with our weather watcher for, four hourd ago LHO weokther had
looked uncertain as we had lof® the daylight — a decision wac made
Lo retura. As we dregged oursclves up the pot we realiscd how tired
wo were., The cloud was down over Fan Gihirych and soon the wind was
Llowing the rein into our faces os We plodded across the heather,

A weary bubt havpy party decided thet Lt cld do what it likes now

- it gig!

- Next week Clark, Leymean and. 1l were joined by Arthur Price and
we wmade an early start, At one side of the maln pessags Arthur climbed
up to an c»nn*ﬁg vhere I joined him, I was iantrigued by = Lal?lbe
: PO A A

,ﬁmpp end Cliiroed 1y curefully without dammegling the crract Lcc‘on the
well, ; s'opo loveled ofT &t o crystel floor, 1 walked agains

trn ‘ hend well acd gezmed at the ”1m“a
& line on o staicgaote the others come p Raaplng to the wight
zvelddsd the rizk of demage o NS walch sre mosily
bert-rnsnd{up-div) eide, W Ttah dSscrinﬁion does nct convey the
iIT disecovering such o chanocr, The ofusien of srractics of
with 476, S4pews and gseciutilating fiows have t0o be secn to
3r661£updn Ths reverencs with which wo admired the beauty of

s prouwpted us to give the nane of Whe CH"“ol”

Tore me, ATher bglaying

As the water was lower we woded dovmstrcam n our reiwurn from the
Ch””Gl We come to vhat wo cxpact ~- & SU{ID, » tight sgueecze on
3. Some ooouwuctlnr "stal

the 1oft suggestod an altcraative rout
was kicked away ond round the cornsyr we were stopned oy a little
pothole, too siimy to travcrse or to climd out of, Bridging poles
were necded but we nad none thet day,

On the way back to the third choke we looked at the west side
of the CGreat Hall where a wide ~orth-wes®t pussage b%ou&nt us to a
boulder checke, I wriggled over the top to the right but it was
ﬁﬂrl~t01v 'atalied' up. Leymen pulled out sowe small stones in a
little stream on the left and went through, We followed him under
f+umudone unibrella where a shori passage led into West Chamber, Thl”
iz 2 hopeful looking place dbout 257t, high and as wwdv. Cevious
assegee vere tried - Arthur climbsd up a rift bul it became too tight
while Clarke climbed up a concealed woitecrfall hut tha short Tagsgage
5 chokod, Couning br ¢k te the umbrella wo climbed over it =snd
oG walls, Therc was enother
BRRI - : The ©far sids consizted of
ryostalise alcite but the tributary passage

1 AT ey ":ﬁ ~ Aansr e - = =N A
ndo o GO QIIOrTs Lon k:};.& LBy aste o an ARSI
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chimneyed up. bcmTWGcﬂ thiokiy surtod
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wae choked; W’*h

The next Tew weols exploratlion contirucd. The high passage
side bwotwecr the second and third chokes was atbacked,
v bloek evowe the calsit wall and hautied up
TGS UlO(kuu a4t Lhe snd with olacite mnd
] & Cilvi up the csloite revaaled
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a grotto in the centre of which a long narrow curtein formed into a
colum by joining up with a stalagmite, It was very white and
graceful and sincc the upper part was tooth sheped it prowupted us
to cell the chawmber Sebre Chamber, )

Later when going towsrds the sump Railton gpotted a side passage
on the right, This was another™privutsry; o little stream -coming from
a-crack had partly washeé out the £ill for = hunéred feet or so,
Beyond the stream it was too low for further PrOgress,

Dry weather had considerabliy reduced the monin straom to show that
~the swip was not always z sump but thet it connected with a wet potholo,
“This was the onc which hsd etopped cxploration in the Byo~Pass, 4
scoling polo hed been brought 6o Clarke cscended the fap 8ide to find
imuch the same again but nnrrowing covn, It hos not been pPushed to the
bitter end so vho knows what ney yet be found, At the etnrt of the

sump passage is o wudcy brovm cven, Dilly nsceaded this nndé covered
everyone below him with sticky mud, A vertic-i sgqueeze revenled more
space , anc the muc crleite slope turned out to be n series of eep
gours, soume dry but others filled with crystals the size of IceBPand
Spar. After n couple of hundred feet of possage it narrowed ond then
gove way to a sand floor before bocoming too low, Helmets hocame
shovels and buckets nnd progress wns wmade, Further on the roof wne
higher, Ve went again e weck later armed with the proper tosls and
we seraped a way through, After o fow yards the paegage closed Cown
again,  To continue the operntion would be n prolonged digging Job as
the-sand must be drogged back some thirty or forty feet for stowing,

Pont Mowr hnd grown some tofifold to goms 3,000 of pPonsages,
The spociousness of the main pnesage is not exceeded gven in the
Yorkshire pots, The shnle bands have in weny ploces lnfluenced the
flat roofs usunlly =8 n rogult of collaspses on n large ecole. At some
time the crve has heen completely filled with tmd end this is now
being washed out agein, There sre Coposits of 'stel' on wmmd and mud
on 'stal', Perhops it is only mud and boulders thet hold up the water
beyond the sump, this scemeto be tho reuson vhy these greant passnges
terminate in ewmnll rifte, Pont Mowr showed o difference of <7 n) it
from moor to sump ns shovn by rn altimator, Although these r2rc not
always relirble in such pleces 1t wsy bo the'% Pent Mawr is the deepest
pot yet found in Welesm, The next obvious step ic Lor an high grede
survey to be made - any voluntcers?

Wi H,Littles Decanber,1953,

The committee of the 8,W,0,0, hove declded to isegue the following

atvice and warnings,

1, It ig reccowmended that o hrnd-ling should be usced in golng frowm the
edge of the swallet to the top of the ladder, This esnecial cpplies
in wet and icy westher,

2, Maximum care and precrutions must be takon in the boulder chokes o8
these are very dangerous,

3, The true extent of tlood conifitione is not yot Xnown and due
precautions must be taken during inclement weather, .
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The Pant Canol Link-Up,

There are two plawes in the Uppor Toast Rack Series of
Ogof #fynnon Ddu where draughts cnter or lesove the cave, and
it wes on Sundsy, July 19th, that Bill Litile, John Truman and
I deocided to investigate this srcs, The better place of the two
for o dig is the one callcd the False Sand Choke, the other,
Draughty Boulders, weing at the end of a we crawl, S
Joue yecrs ago tho False Sand Choke had beon written off
a8 a dig ss8 it sppcared that the only way on was through a
narrow fissure overhaad sbout six inches wide and tre lower
passago cnded abruplly against solid reck, On ¢leering sway the
sand and stonos syound this "solid veck®. however, it proved

DG
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to be Just =« Len siau frow the roof. This wes quickly

gl o}

fo]
]
e
persuaded to bhresk up!lnto nandy slzed pieces with the add of
John's nolsy frisnd “Mr, G¥ which we had takon in with us,
Heving no room ot the dig for debris, it hed 4o he telen back
o [alal

&mMMTmesk&,
o bolow and parsllel
cvarse pand, pebbles

about twenty feet to ity
the passage woent on shout

tp the fissure and filled %o
ond some boulders,

<

= T

We recturned next weckend and vith the aid of Poggy Hardwidge
ve removed imeh more materinl,

On August Sunday whilc Bill end I woere taking visitops
around Ogof Ffynnon Ddu,donn went on digging, He Tound %LHhe
celling risifig into the rissura snd on Taxing out somo houlders
broke through into Pant Canol, Aboui five cubic gards of sand
and stones had hecn removed and fiftecon feet of Mfynnon Ddu
filicd in - a small price to pay For = fuapther throce hundred
feet., ©OGincc then Draughfy Boulders has alao Deen vroved %o
connect with Pant Canol.

Dai Hunt, 22/1.2/58,
A new survey of Pant Cenol is printed overlesf, - e,

o
%
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On Sundsy Dec. 27th. the boulder choke in the Tunnel
Cave near Dan-yr-ogof was forced und a hug passage was entered.
It runs woughly H-S for cbout 150 gards and it is aboutb 200t
wide and high, From the cnd of a high »ift the pagsage runs
NW for some hundreds of yords. Thao firsh verty wag stopped at
& alfficuls <limt as no rope was tskea in. TFurbhop explorstion
is necded and an sccount of this will eppoar in the next circular,
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Additionnl note to Tunnel @Gave,

F
#

) Explorrtions of lsst weckend ( Jan. 2nd - 3rd.) have shown
the the rift passage divides into two =nd a meugh cstimate of
distance so far explored is zbout 4,000ft,

Editor,.
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Since this circular was started thc following ncws itcms
hove comc in.

New Merdbers,

We welecome the following ncw wmenbCersi-—

R.L.E.Bennct. 18,Glomnor Park Rozd, Skotty, Swansca.
7, A.Underwood, 1l2,Harris Tcrrace, Penrhiwcclber, Glam,

Additions to Addrcss List.

The following should be added to the 1list of meubers published
in thoe last ncws lcttora- :

C.H.D.Cuilingford, The New Housc,Monmouth,
D.E.Dovies, 222, Inverncss Places Cerdiff,

Chengc of adlirCcSSe

J.Trumrn. 19,Dorsct Rd., BEcling, London. W.5,

0.F.D. Leadors,
The following member is addcd to the list of lecaderss—
V.B.C1larke, 23, Becchwood Road, Uplands, Dyrahsca,

YOur Coves'l.

The 1atcst addition to this scries is included in this
news loster ond it has becn produccd as ususl by B.D.Price to vhon
our thaonks arc duce
Tunncl Gove,

The lLetest news from Dsil Hunt puts the distence so fer
cxplored nt omec mile. Extensive engineering is now nceded.

Hon.Sce. D.G.Hunt. 19, Spring St,, CadoXton, Barry, Glam,

Hon. Troasurer, Miss, P.Hardwidge, 15, Heol Wernlas, Vhitchurch,
Nr.Cordift,

Hon,Bditor, D.W.Jdcnkins. Dinaore, Dyffryn Rd.s Llsndrindod Wells,



