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1. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The Annual General Meeting of the Club will be held on Baster Sunday, 29th
March. Members are reminded that any proposals of changes to the Constitution must
be sent to the Hon. Secretary in writing and with the names of proposer and seconder
not later than Saturday 14th March 1959. Details of time, place and agenda will be
given at a later date.

D.W. Jenkins, (Hon. Sec.)

2. CLUB NEWS
NEW H.Q.

Members will we hope be glad to hear that the Club will soon possess a row
of 10 cottages at Penwyllt including one occupied by a sitting tenant, and a fully
equipped Mission Room. On the wall of the latter there is an excellent print showing
the Broad and Narrow Pathways which the Editor hopes will be carefully preserved for
future generations of cavers to read and take note of. 0ddly enough, one of the
last items approaching the Gates of H— is labelled "Sunday Trains", which perhaps
accounts for the fact that there aren't any in Breconshire.
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Most of the work involved in the buying of our new H.Q. has been carried
out by our industrious Treasurer Les Hawes.  The Editor feels that members could
make no better tribute to his efforts on our behalf than to give generously to
the appeal he is making on behalf of your Chairmen and Committee in this issue of
the "Newsletter".

CHANGES OF ADDRESS.

The following members have changed their address (see list at end of N/L)°

Dr.D.M.M. Phonmson, G.C. Evans, N. Dilly, T.H. Davies, J.K. Platt, B.J. Woods.
NEW MEMBERS.

We welcome the following new member to the Club:-
Roger Williams, C/O The Union, The University, Leeds 2.

CONGRATULATIONS

To Gwyn and Doreen Sanders on their recent marriage.

5. NEW H.Q. APPEAL FOR FUNDS

Dear Member,

In a week or two's time the ten cottages at Penwyllt, which are to be
a7 new Club headquarters, will be in our ownership. We have paid for them out

of the new headquarters fund and we are now facedwith the development of the property

with no further reserve funds to draw upon.

The propersy is in good structural condition but naturally enough will
need quite a bit of adaptation before it can provide the facilities which we lack
in our existing headquarters. A special Committee is being set up to plan the
development of the property and high on the list of works they have to consider
are such essentials as enlarged and improved cocking facilities, more bedroom
accomodation, flush lavatories and better washing facilities. Other needs will
surely follow. All of this cannot be achieved straight away. Some structural
alterations and floor repairs will have to be carried out and furnishings and
fittings acquired at an early date.

To do this we need money. Some of it, indeed most of it I%m afraid,
must be yours.

May I then, on behalf of your Chairman and Committee, launch this appeal
for funds for the development of the new headquarters. We have decided not to
complicate the running of the Club by asking for loans. What we should like from
you is an cutright donation of whatever amount you feel you want to give. No
minimum, and, of course, no maximum!!?!

The 1linmit of what we can do in the first year is not, I feel, likely
10 be dictated by the amount of money we have to spend but by the amount of labour
at our disposal. You can expect tc hear of the Development Committee's plans
for working parties at a later date., These, however, are not my worries,
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My job is to cnsure that sufficient money will be available to provide naterials,
fittings ets., as and when they are required. I am relying on you to help me
with this job. With your help we can have the best caving club heudquarters in
the country.

Your donations should be sent to me at 4, Comnaught Road, Fleet, Hants.
Cheques, M.0.'s and P.0.'s should be made payable to the South Wales Caving Club
and all, as the best appeals say, will be gratefully acknowledged.
Yours sincerely,

Les. Hawes.

Hon. Treasurer. 26th Jan. 1959,

I suppose the human race
is doing the best it can
but hells bells that's
only an explanation
its not an excuse.

%, TRYING HARD (IN 0.F.D.)

During the past 18 months a concentrated effort has been made on the
boulders in Boulder Chanmber. In Newsletter 24 Gordon explained how we were
+unneling and the success so far achieved. Unfortunately since then very little

~ogress has been made. Phe reason being, that digging in Boulder Series is
sow like digging up through a bag of peanuts, every nut removed brings down a
shower of others to take its place. However our digging seems to have started
a movement in the floor of Coronation Aven. Two holes were noticed in the floor
by Bill Harris. He then persuaded a party to go to Starlight and have a lock,
and after a preliminary survey the digging committee retired to the Gwyn.
Arounda warm fire and a pint of beer it was decided that the boulders in the
aven looked safer than they ever had.  Another pint of beer convinced everyone
that Goronation Aven was the place to dig.

The original plan was to bring down as many of the boulders as possible
from the Aven and drag them into Starlight using a pulley block and tackle.
However luck was on our side and the larger boulders came down jambed across
the Aven to leave a clear and safe route into Coronation Chamber
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On Saturday 17th January 1959 (The day Wales beat England 5-0 at Cardiff
Cymru i fyny!) the situation was as in Fig.l. The way on seemed to be through
the hole in the floor of Coronation Aven
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Bill Birch, Bill Harris Eric Inson and a bloke from Aberdere whose name
I can never remewmber, spent 4 or 5 hours removing the boulders from the floor of
the chamber. Then by a form of chemical removal in which Pickfords do not
specialise, the hole down was made big enough to squeeze through.  Another two
hours and they had progressed about 150 ft. beyond the Aven. What a 150 ft.
it was a real prospect wrecking passage, a bedding plane 10" to 15" high.
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but got no further. There appears to be two ways on. The firgt is a boulder
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It might be possible to enlarge the tight bit and press on.

Clive Jones.

5. HELL-FIRE CAVES

Being stationed at R.A.F. Holton in Buckinghamshire, in the heart of
the chalk country, I do not get much chance for caving, so I was interested to
hear of some caves in West Wycombe, a town quite near to the camp. Rather
doubting this as natural caves in chalk are extremely rare, I decided to go and
have a look. The caves. are man made, excavated by Sir Francis Dashwood,
Lord le Despercer, Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 1762, for the practice of
devil-worship. They are called the "Hell-Fire Caves" and the members of
the society were called the "Monks of Medmenhom" or Knights of St. Francis of
Wycombe" or more generally the "Hell-Fire Club". They met regularly to perform
the Black Mass, and carried out every kind of vice. The caves run northwards
under West Wycombe hill for about a quater of a milej below is & plan of them.
The river marked is a natural one but it cannot be followed far, themis a bridge
over it now, but it used to have to be crossed by boat. The banqueting hall
ig thought to be the largest excavation in the world, in chalk. It is about
40 £t in diameter and 50 ft high. In the buttery are a large number of barrels,
which show that the so-called "Knights" had a good time when they met. The
inner temple was entered only by the high officials of the Club, and a plaque
reads, "in this place took place events of an indescribable nature".
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6. HONEY-COMB FORMATIONS(?) STEMBRIDGE CAVE

¢. Tmberlake.

The formation is found near the bottom of the pitch on the flat bedding
plane roof of a passage.

In general the formations inside the caves are PN
Stalactites and stalagmites with an appreciable amount '\.__zm_w:{:_ v
of 'stal' flow, straws being comparitively rare, possibly Ex‘terna]jﬁ'ml&. T
indicating slow growth. There are no straws in the Mazaint. S AN
immediate vicinity of the described formation. The ?J’ Rt ﬂ;"
formation oovers a patch of about 6sq.inches. The'cells' %\ 27 e
are polygonal in outline, the majority being pentagonal RN N

and hexagonal. It is interesting to note that the marginal de
teells' have a sub-circular outline. TN

A A T
~ ! P In one part of the area, about 10 'cells' together form
e J o= a projection about half an inch in length and aspect.
é The majority are however only about 1/10th inch long.

A possible explanation would be the simultaneous growth of individual
straws over the area, with mutual interference in their development leading to
polygonal outlines. A fact which seems to bear this out, is the circular outline
of the outer'cells'.

I have been unable to find reports of similar formations elsewhere, and
it would be interesting to knmow if any members have seen other examples.

Keith Ball.



7. ROPE NOIES: THE FOURTH SLING WORKS AGAIN: ROPE RESEARCH PAYS OFF.

?ﬁ Dan B. happells up Rope! Defies Gravity! Guaranteed, Tested and Demonstrated.
¥/

Mans jﬁ The gear developed to make rappelling safer, easier and more comfortable
Begt. by Dan Bloxsom, is sketched on the left. Below shows how Dan uses the

“riend chest prussic knot as an auto-safety, and how the fourth sling gets him back

into the rappell after a stop. He is rappelling normally at 4; stops at
LSy, By with or without shock: and at C he steps into t?e fourtin
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Standing up in the sling at D; he recovers N ﬁ
the rappell at E; holds the rappell while {f/;
kicking off all weight from the auto-safety tkc
at P; taking all weight on the rappell and C:g{‘ {
he is back at the first condition, A. By ( 4
alternating through positions CDECDE he

me ~z_up the rope!!
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. \\ i Sfép E nee’E not occur. One may stop at any time and go into
{ . position D, to rest and cool off, or just to look arcund.
\\14\§ The Fourth Sling was first introduced in the Troglodyte
IRé June 1955, as an aid in prussic knotting over edges. Here
{/ § again it provided $he needed foothold. C.H.L.
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THE _ ' i
COMPLETE
CARABINER {

RAPPEL ‘

With Pedded Gear i

and using the
"into-Safety"
and the "Fourth Sling".

With acknowledgements to Cord H. Link

THE
BODY RAPPEL
or
"HOT SEAT"

Suited for Short
Drops, Hard on
Thigh and Shoulders.

reprinted from the TROGLODYTE Vol. 1. No.9. /A

(see Newsletter No. 25.)
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8. LIST CF MEMBERS

President.
Dr.F.J.North, 0.B.E., D.Sc., F.G.S., F.S.A.,
The Nationzl Museum of Wales, Cardiff.

Vice-Presidents.
Brigadier E.4.Glennie, C.I.E., D.S.C.,
Seaton House, Shrublands Road, Berkhamstead, Heris

A H,Hill Esq..,
Jennycliff, Hooe, Nr. Plymouth, Devon.

Honorary Members.
T. Ashwell Morgan, Westbrook, St. James' Gdns., Swansea.
Mr. and Mrs. J. Barrows, Y Grithig, Penycae, Swansea Valley.
Dr. A.J.R. Hudson, Mackworth Villa, St. Thomas, Swansea.
C. Powell, Ehongyr Uchaf Farm, Penycae, Swansea Valley.
Mrs., G. Price, The Gwyn drms, Penycae, Swansea Valley .

Members.
Alexander.d. 96, Rhydypenau Road, Cyncoed, Cardiff.
Andrews. T. 135, Danson Road, Bexley, Kent.
Ashwell ,A.W. 57 Humberstone Drive, Leicester.
Aslett, E.Pr. T.B. Clinic, Courtland Terrace, Merthyr Tydfil, Glam.
Austin,Miss J. 134, Kingstanding Road, Perry Bar, Birmingham.

Ball. T.K. Bronderi, Peniel Green, Llansamlet, Swansea.

Bennett. R.L.B. Mr.&Mrs. 13, Glanmor Park Road, Sketty, Swansea.
Benson-Evans. XK. Miss, Trefriw, 103, Merthyrmawr Road, Bridgend, Glam.
Bevan. J. 13, Cecil Road, Erdington, Birmingham, 24.

Birchenough, W. Noyaddwilym, Llechryd, Bards.

Boughton, M.M., Miss. 21, Coniston Avernue, Sheldon, Birmingham, 26.
Bowden-Lyle, S. Miss. 51, Coronation Rd., Bristol

Clarke. W.E. Mr & lVrs. 6, Glynderwen Cresc., Derwen~Fawr, Sketty, Swansea.
Ciissold, G.L. Mr.& Mrs. The Meend, Staunton, Nr. Coleford, Glos.
Cole-Morgan, J.A. 48, Baton Crescent, Swansea.

Cox, M.D. 72, Lawton Road, Alsager, Stoke-on-Trent.

Crook, B.A. Dr. The Laurels, Timsbury, Nr. Bath.

Dale, B.J.F. Ganopic House, Southend, Mumbles, Swansea.

Davies, J.M. 47, Heol-y-Bont, Rhwbina, Nr. Cardiff.

Davier, M. 18, Tymynydd, Pontnewydd, Cwrbran, Mons.

Davies, T. Brynithon, 2, Gellidawel Road, Glynneath, Glam,

Davies, T.H. 42, Brecon Road, Handsworth, Birmingham 20.

Pembe, B.M. ¢/o U.D.C.Ltd., P.0.Box 18, Entebbe, Uganda.

Devenish, C.L. Washingpool, Chilcote, East Hortington, Wells, Somerset.
Dilly, D.F. 53, Emery Streect, Walsall, Staffs.

Dilly, N. 15, Glaseston Road, Stamford Hill, London N.16.

Dingle, L.S. 2, Penylan Terrace, RHoath, Cardiff.

Dolphin,P. Mr.& Mrs. The Uganda Co. (Africa) Ltd.,P.0.Box 1, Kampala, Uganda.



Earnshaw, M.D. Woodard House, Kings College, Taunton.
Edwsrds, J.H. 10, Pantygwydr Road, Uplands, Swansea.
Evans, G.C. 95 4. Dover Road, Wanstead, London, E.12.

Ferm, B.W. 113, Sherwood Koad, Hall Groen, Birmingham 28.
Foreran P. F/0. 38, Westacres Crescent, Newcastle on Tyne, 5.
Freeman, W.C. 27, South Road, Sully, Glam.

Gower, C.XK. 86, Heol Errys, Penlan, Swansea.

de Graaf, Mr.& Mrs., 5, Tai-north, Pennorth, Brecon.

Gregory, D.T. Me.& Mrs. Fairholme, Eden Avenue, Swansea.
Gregory, R. Sophia, Westminster Crescent, Cyncoed, Cardiff.
Grohman, T.B. 287, Robin Hood Lane, Hall Green, Birmingham 28.

Hardwidge, P. Miss. 15, Heol Wernlas, Whitchurch, Cardiff.

Harris, W.G. Glen View, 17, Ford Road, Velindre, Port Talbot, Glam,
Hartwel, J.M. 116, Maes-y-Dre, Glynneath, Glam.

Harvey, P.I.W. Mr. & Mrs.. Llandough Castle, Llandough, nr.Cowbridge.
Harwood, E. 33, Worcester Road, Droitwich, Worcs. ,

Hewes, L.A. Mr.& Mrs. 4, Connaught Boad. Fleet, Hants.

Hazelton, A.M.A. Miss. Seaton House, Shrublands Road, Berkhamstead, Herts.
Hazzard, 4.C. 23, Avondale Road, Gelli, Pentre, Rhondda, Glam.
Holroyde, A.B.W. Castle Bromwich Hall, Castle Bromwich, nr. Birmingham.
Homes, I. Upleadon, Trumpet, Nr. Ledbury, Herefordshire.

Howells, A. Iscoed, Lando Road, Pembrey, Carms.

Hunt, D. 19, Spring Street, Cadoxton, Barry, Glam.

Inson, E.G. 19, White Barn Road, Llanishen, Cardiff.

Jefferson, G.T. 6, Rhwbina Hill, Rhwbina, Cardiff.

Jenkins, D.W. Mr.& Mrs. Dinmore, Dyffryn Road, Llandrindod Wells, Rads.
Jones, A. Victoria House, High Streat Glynneath, Glam.

Jones, J.C. Victoria House, High Street, Glynneath, Glam.

Kemp, D. 17, Becmead Avenue,London, S.W.16.
Kerr, H.J. 46, Barlow Road, Levenshulme, Manchester 19.
Kirk, A. 28, Bradley Green Road, Hyde, Cheshire.

Lewis, D.R. 36, Dalton Road, Seaside, Port Talbot, Glam.
Leyman, J.C. 36, Mary Street, Neath, Glams
Little, W.H. 29, Wrekin Road, Sutton Coldfield, Warcs.

Mellory, L.4. Mrs. 1030, 83rd Streed, Brooklyn 28, New York , U.S.A.
Mills, W.B. Druid House, Middleton Street, Llandrindod Wells, Rads.
Moore, D.C. 1, Glyn Crescent, Blackpill, Swansea.

Morgzn, F. 33, Dunraven Road, Sketty, Swansea.

Myers, J.0. 11, Thorn Lane, Hawarth Road, Bredford. 9.

Nutt, M.S. Miss. 116a, Rookery Road,kHéndsworth, Birmingham 21.

Paddock, N.L. 19, Sutherland Road, Goldthorn Park, Wolverhampton.
Page, G.V. 148, Sixth Cross koad, Twickenham, Middlesex.



arkess, J.G. Mr.& Mrs. The Grange, Thornbury, Glos.
Palmer, R. Moat House, Hereford koad, Monmouth.
Phillips, S8.C.L. Coolgreany, Malpas, Newport, Mon.
Pearce., R.A.J. Dr. %, Rodwell Hall, Trowbridge, Wilts.
Pickering, B.W. Belmont, Stamford Road, Bowden, Cheshire.
Powell, R.M. 92, Edwards Licad, Erdington, Birmingham. 24.
Platt, J.K. 18, Chartley Road, Erdington, Birmingham, 23.
Price, 4.C. Dr, Brockley Green, Crofton Park, London, S.E.4.
Price, Ashford W. Abercrave House, Abercrave, Swansea Valley.

kailton, G.L. Mr.& Mrs. 12, Chester Koad,K North, Sutton Coldfield, Warks.
Richards-Coombs, E.D. Brynawelon, Banwen koad, -Glyn Neath, Glam.
Robinson, J.0. 41, Coryton Rise, Whitchurch, Cardiff,

Reund, T.N. 25, Shaftsbury koad, Wednesbury, Staffs.

Sanders, G. 44, Down Street, Clydach, Swansea.

Sharpley, W. 111, Trinity Load, Edinburgh 5. Scotland,
Smith, D.W. 75, Gooding Avenue, Braunstone, Leicester.
Smith, K. 98, Stanwell Koad, Penarth, Glam.

Sterk, G.T. 20, Penydre, Clydach, Swansea.

Stephens, W.H. 28, Harriet Street, Trecynon, Aberdare, Glam.

Taylor, M.C. Ballaclague, Ael-y-Bryn koad, Cockett, Swanses.

Taylor, E. & M. Misses. Ballaclague, Ael-y-Bryn Road, Cockett, Swansea.
Thompsan,D.M.M. Dr. Medical Dept.,P.0. Box 12,Moroto, Karamoja, Uganda.
Thomas, D.L. 14, Beechwood foad, Uplands, Swansea.

Thomas, G.0. 6, Villiers Road, Ammanford, Carms.

Timberlake, C. 221, Bwlch Load, Fairwater, Cardiff.

Tratman, E.XK. Prof. Penrose Cottage, Burrington, Nr. Bristol

Truman, J. 206, St.Margarets Road, St.Margarets—on-Thames, Middlesex.
Turner, D.I.W. Thornycroft, Banwen hoad, Glynneath, Glam.

Walters, D.H. Welstead, Severnside, Newtown, Mont.

Walton, B. 6, Dolgerddon, Rhayader, kads.

Warwick, G.T. 60 Spring Lane, Erdington, Birmingham, 24.
Williams A. Mrs. 207, Cathedral Road, Cardiff.

Williams, D.k. 11, Tyle Teg, Burry Port, Carms.

Williams, H.J. 91, Essex 8treet, Wash Common, Newbury,Berks.
Williams, L. Lands Dept.,Box 69, Lusaka, N.Rhodesia.
Williams, k. Dr. 207, Cathedral Road, Cardiff.

¥illiams, K.B. ¢/o The Union, The University, Leeds 2.
Willis, D.A. 15, Hooper, Avenue, Wells, Somerset.

Woods, B.J. 18, Chartley koad, Erdington, Birmingham 23.
Worthington, X.W.L. 3, Ashbrook Close, Denton, Nr. Manchester.

Hon. Secretary¥s.ssess.D. Jenkins, Dinmore, Dyffryn Load, Llandrindod Wells, Rads.
Hon. Treasurer........L.A. Hawes,4, Connaught Hoad, Fleet, Hants.

Hon. Bditoresvessesse.B. de Graaf, 5, Tai-north, Pennorth, Brecon.

C.RiOeenvenese eevensesds Clissold & J. Barrows (for addresses see list)

Tackle Manager........G. Clissold.



