SCUTH WhnlES CAVING CLUB

4, St. ¢lbans Rozd,
Brynmill,

May 18th, 1946, Swansea .

Dear Fellow-Caver,

7

The inaugural ma2ting of ths South Wales Caving Club was held
at Easter 1946 at ths Gwyn Arms, Glyntawe, Swinsea Valley.

s 2 . &
Officers and Comzittss were elected as follth'—

Chairman:- E.J.Mason, 31 Victoria Road, Penarth, Glam.

Hon.Seerstary:- A.H.Hill, 4 St. Albans Road, Brynmill, Swansea.

Hon.Trsasurer:~ 7 C.FPUU“mr 102 Weatbourne Read, Pznarth, Glam.
. Teaq

Hon.Editer - G.Platten, Rotherfield, Farnhill Lens, Xew Milton,
Hants.

Commlittee Members:- David Prics, The SGwyn aArms, Glynitaws, Swans2a

C.P.Weaver, Red Cottage., Aldwick Lane, Vrington,

Naar 5r15tol.
J.3arrows, Zron y Grailg, Colbren, Nr, Neath.

The positions of P
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ident and Vice Prazsidants have net yet
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Subsecriotlon:-

The m2 mb: per annu

entrance i2 to ths Treasurer,
%11l tho 1 2s members pleass
comriunic: tary or Treasurer.

Tackle:- Repes, ladd rubber boat 2nd nscessary tools
for excavat work ars availsobls for the use of
members, 2an her sqg will be available
gshortly. W ers ﬂoib_‘q’ EXF.Vqtlgu
work nlense ge the ary of gir DL;WS
in zdvan h wild cvﬂr““nnnhz of
arrang dnakls nce to b2 given
wher

Headquarters:- The Comalttee 13 most anxlous to =za3tab
quarters in the Glyntawe arez, to prov;
with simple sleeping acconmodotion ete
are d@ifficulties in thiz connection bu
protlem 1s financial. The co~operatior
is invi*ted to assist in creating funds
expressly for this purpose, plsass 38n
cunurloﬂfloA, howevsr small, to the Tr

e_..r'z\.e"‘ _]-;- ':“71\1“

Wnitsun Meet:- June 8th-10th incluslvs, 2t Glyntawe,

Caving trips will bs run as transport
archasological sxeovatlon of Dan-yr-ogf
will be continued, and 2 renewed onsla

7l mads at FI s tn +hz light of rs

) ments. sxcavation on Crib

alsec 4
fie rs at the Easter Meet
for s e repeated en
this tory celebraticns.
Thoze arrangemsnts Tor
slesp 11 we facilitles fo
campe 20 =1 rcu i
Sscret is ere
if you supn f m
bread
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S80UTH WALTES CAVIN 2T i,

l; 8t. Albane Road,
August 28th, 4946, Brynmill, Swansea.

TO ALL MFMBERS.

A SOUTH WALLS CaVING CLUB
members will wish to join iu ¢
on thelr successful entry intc ‘
twomand=-a-half doys" diguing sclved Shis
cave 1s extensive, essentially Weish in 2
be follgwred upstream through a maos i
There are also dry sections contuolnin:

. An ambiguous PEPBSFJLJ AN the
ely led the London Press %o atirinases 'nd to the University of
Bristol Speleclogical Socicty. Ths foct 1z thab Messrs, Nixon and
Harvey Lhanbers of both S.W.C-C. ond T.5.&. 4. ) rightly regard their
activities in South Wales to the advantage of the S.W.C.C.

Following thec discovery a® the cowncncanent of the August Meet
exploration was immediately ta&ed up by mesders of S,W.C.Ce who
discovered the skeleton and auuh,chﬁ..t "‘mo"ed it for examination
at the Wational Museum of Walcz. Card - M 3ers of u, ﬁ.b.u. who
arrived in South Wales on 9%h August hAuve ;““a‘¢, sisted in the
survey and further exploraticn of the cave, and hava since joined the
8eWeCsCoe

Coofl Ffynon bdu, — All
fan Nixon and Peter Harvey
Shrewd Jjudganent and
fat 3:tdndiﬂ: problem. _The
iaracter, and the river can

ive ra Jlnc for half a mile.
; flﬂu formations.,
Press report has unLortunat-

Mipchin Hole (Gower). The a“"“ oﬂ?ca ical sectlon under Ted Mason,
continuing the excevation of this cavs, has ¢iscovered part of the jaw
of rhinoceros likely to pEOV° Glacial Pre-2lacial Periode

The Trip to G.B, CavL
B‘C’ h th.b U.ﬁ.D.D. ;.IlGl
huts at cur disposal for this

: L= RO SZ__p '{LL 15@
/6 Liud have gunurou,ly placed thelir

tripa
GENZRAL ASSXMBLY will take place u
Qonibe during afternoon and evcuiag or %

2 - 3.8,8, Hut at Burrington
|

to be entirely self-supportin: in thae matio
n

Eoch member 1s reguired

H L]

r ¢f food, and must bring
supplies for hot or cold mecl on ayris srociifast, mid-dey, sande-
wiches, &aad o final meal boefcrs rotowas pis) uth Tales on Sunday
evening (the 15th). Supplics aus 1 bread, tea, suger, butter,
vegetubles etec etec, TFor the moin meals snunal feeding will be
operatved, Other items requircd are morn, glats and cutlery. Zor
sleeping, blankeis or sleepirg 2ci3 will be awcessary, those posaessing

- ground-sheests or gas-—capes should Gl
- HOW TO CET THERE - Folloy mal “om 3ristol %o Bridgwater &
West for 13 miles to Langford Cour t; cross over main
Churchill~Blegdon road, then %oikec 1 right (opposite first
turning left) this is a stcep aa unsurfaced towerds the
end, and leeds to common land with a clecaring on right.
{(in case of difficulty enquire on Heon 3 Cafe). '
nnnrcauq1ng Bristol from maia & : ¢ road or from Chepstow

Ferry (via Tockington and Alm-~-"-"">y,; tasu ._ ~nss road &t Fatchway

to Westbury—on-Trym, Falec~adale ke, Wosibury Rd., rLurdham Downs,
Belgrave Rd., Bridge Valley Rd., Hotwoil 23-.. ashton Swing Bridge,
Ashton Rd., winterstoke Rd. ; to Bedminster Dovn and main road to
Bridgwator & Weszte
S0UTH WALES MEMBERS arc urgs
following 1n;ornubien PER RELJRN
wnneecessarlly. 1/Car-owncrs - if
specified porsons 11— stalz nomes
and starctis

gulred to supply the
-ii neanbers trnvtilhﬁb by train
angencnte made for transport of
emiser et cents remaining vacant
cend time. Bxpected time of

arrival,
11/0thers, If urr:n":narﬁs rmcde for transport state with
whom- If ~e."s not made, state eorlicst
time co s.riing on the 14ih and
point fr nsport is regulred,
In the event of numbers e sport ovoileble, manbers
for whom ssﬁt% cannot_be f:uqu f ¢d~ The alterantive routu

o
Al ‘
is by train to Bristol cnd thence by Las from King Ste terminua.
Blagdon, Ch eauqr and Bridgwaisr scrvicos run close to Burrington
Conbe,
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nG.B. CAVE will be ontcred at 40 ceme BhCFPy sandey (458h)
Leader JaN Nlxon.

will ALL members attending this Moot Plecge odyise to aesist
crrangements and oppointment of section lecdors. Your oow=opsration
on this point will be apprecloted.

CAVING HELMETS cre obtainoble from Helmets Ltde, Moot
FPactory, Wheathanstood, Ste Albans, Stendard enps with Jeather
lining 5/- plus post, Stote size ond lomp fizing reguireds

A+He HILL

(Hon Secs).
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SOUTH WALES CAVING CLUB,

_ L4 8t. Albans Road,
' Brynmill,
Oct, 10th, 1946, . 8Wansea.,

TQ ALL MZIBERI.

Headquarters; - Mr. T, Ashwell Morgan has generously placed a
cottanc at our disposal, for use as headguarters and-hesbel, This
is gituated at Penybont, just off the main road and about halfl vay
between the entrance to Dan-yr-~0gof Caves and Cralg-y-nos Hospiteal.
Somec repairs and deeorations are necessary, aod members are invited
to ossist in this work at weeke-ends, so that the cobtfage may’ be
used as soon as possible., It is suggested that certain week-onds

Do

should be devoted to this work, and tentative dates are given belov.

Archacoloricel Scetion:= During the winter months Mr. J.
Ruttcr or GLyunon's Jord, Keynoldston, Gower, will continve excavations
at Minohin Hole on behalf of the Club, He will be pleascd %o arraags
visits with interested members if they will sontact him.

Ted Mason is holding Sesnsions on
Sundey evenings to clean and number bones from 0gol yr Pepyri.
Those wishing to help will be welcomed at 31 Victorla Road, Penarth,
any Sunday cvening after 7 p.m.

"he British Caver'i- News of Club Activities, including
reports ana pnotonraphs of Ogof Ffynon Ddu, willasppear in the next
issue of “The British Caver" to be published shortly., GCopies ore
strictly limited in number, and orders will be dealt with in rotasion.
To ensurc a copy inform the Georetary ¢t once and ennslose a P.O,

for L/64.

Researeh:~ The attention of members is drawn to the need Teor
researen 1. various spheres of speleology in this ared, The
archaeological section is doing very vsluable work, bub there is
scope in several other directions, To name a few - spoleo~iiclogy,
palaeontology, hvdrology, etc., In addition there 1s & vast emount of
vork to bec donc in the survey end photography of ocaves, ihe location
of caves, cavewenirances and swallets, and in the excavablon of caviw
entraneces and swallets, Cave diving is rapidly developing 4s & moans
of passing water traps which prevont the continuanee of expleorations
by the more usual msthods, Members are invited to gend in thedr names,
stating their particular intcrest.

Foxthcoming excursions: =~

Oct. 20. Ogof Ffynon Ddu. Mcet at the cave, 11.30 a.m,
" 27. Renovetions to Headquaricrs - 11 s,m.

Nov.2/3. (irchasological Seetion) Dan-yr-Ogof Bone Cave{0gofwyrs
Esgyrnii).
" 10. Ogof Pwil Swnd, Mcet Herbert's Quarry at head of
Brynamman-Ilangadoclk Mountain road at 10,30 @.ms OR
Pontardewe Cross at 9,45 a.m.
¥

% 17. Renovations to Headquarters, 11l 2,m,

Dec. 1. Idyzad Llwehwr, Meet Cwrt-bryn-y-beirdd Farm 10.30 8eM.
g OR Pontardewe Cross Z.45 a.m. -

8. Ronovations to Headguarters, 11 a,m.

Members tskinz part in Bone Cave work (Nov.2/3) please sdvise
E,J.Mason Esq., 31 Yiotodria. Rodg, Penarth.
Por all other trips pleasc advise the Secretary.
Co-cperation on tils point is very nceessary to enable smooth
working of arrangemonts,

A H.HILL. (Hon, Sec).

T . | e g
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L4y St. Albans Road,
Brynmill,
TO ALL }ELBERS., SWANSEA,
3rd January 1947

Ogof Ffyvnnon Ddus-—
The attempt to dive through the terminal sanp nn

Nov:16th was unfortunately not successful., First reports indicate
that the water-logged passage continues downwards and at a distance of
LOoft. is too narrow to rermit further progress. The divers were
lessrs. C.P.Weaver, !',G.Balcombe and D.4,Coase.

In tuture the keys of the cave will be obtainable only from
Ir. David Price at the GQwyn Arms. Parties intending to visit the cave
please advise the Secretary in advance when arrangements will be made
for the keys to be issued. (This rule applies particularly in the case
of cavers not known to Mr. Price and will ensure that 211 partices are
acguainted with the dangers and are composed of bonafide cavers),

Several members recently inspected the river section after
a week of very heavy rainfall. At the rising the water was level
Wwith the top of the dam. 1In the cave the stream was over-Tlowing into
the first dry section and at the river junction the water had risen
considerably up the approach slope and was level with the r100f arch
in the stream passage. There was no visible flow. The party re-visited
this spot 45 minutes later when it was observed that the water nhad
Aropped several feet and was no longer held in check. he river was

othing less than a raging torrent, it's speed and volume with

accompanying booming noises nrovided a mest ave-inspliring spectacle,
' Great care should be exercised at all times in negotiating
the stream passage which is liable to very sudden flooding. A
comparatively small rise above normal makes the pasesage upstrean s
hazardouc opsration, and such excureicns should be made with due
regard to the weather ana existing water conditions in the cave.

: A limited number of photographs (post card size and in sets
of s5ix) arec available at 5/- per set from Mr. Ian Nixon, The Frythe,
Welwyn, Yerts. These include the Tour pictures which appear in the
last issue of “The British Caver®,

Cave Research Group:- News has been received of the formation of this
Group and SWCC. is applying for membership, The main object is to
further the seriocus study of caves and related matters as followe:-—
Archaeoloay, Biology, Chemistry, Engineering, CGeology, History and
‘olklore, Hydrology, Minerology, Palaeontology, Photography, Fhysics
and Survey.
“embership will consist of - Full Mewbers, Annual 3Sub: £2. 24 Os
Clubs and Societies Y L 5/-d or more
Junisr Members (under 25 yrs)® 5/-4
The Hon,Acting Seecretary of the CRG is Brig.E.,A,Glennie, 998, Cross
Oak Rozag, Berkhamsted, Herts., to whom applications for membership
should be wmada,

General:- It is hoped to arrange another trip to the lendips shortly
after Easter next to explore Swildons Hele.

Will members please cconesider the possibility oI crganiz
party for a week's caving in Derbyshire, the time convenient to %
greatest number would scem to be August Fank Holiday Week.

Phe Treasurer!s address is now 162, Redlands Road, Penarth
Glam, Telephone No. Penarth 570.

The Reports of activities of the Cave Diving Group will be
circulated to interested members who send in their names,

; Guarrying cperations beside the renwyllt road and close to

ing a
he

the village, have brought to light a small cave containing some fine
formations of unusual character. Specimens have been removed for
examination, bui membors smoll enough to crawl through the first narrow
passage to the main chambers should do so before the cave ie lo3t,

Ogof Pwlll Swnd has been re-visited. Great difficulty was
eéxperienced in passing the 1lip of the ladder pitch and two members
falled completely. A further visit will be made to enlarge this
part of the cave.

A.H.Hi1l (Hon,Sec.)



- SOUTH WALE3 CAVING CLUB -

e e L T S p—

TO ALL MEIBERS January 1947

A Caving Code,

1 liake sure equipment is in good order before trip.

2 An adequate supply of lamps, candles, and matches should always
be carried. Do not depend on others to help you when your
light fails,

S Do not make unnecessary risks in a spirit of bravado .

Lo Never cave alone, there should be at least three in a party
whenever possible.

= The instructions of the leader of the party should be obeyed
without question, and the party should not be split without
permission. Do not allow your party to be become Jivided
on any account, report the cause of delay to the man ahead
so that the entire party can be stopped.

Oa & life-line (properly belayed) should always be used on ladder
pitches,

7 Learn how to tie a few useful knots, particularly the bowline.

8. A1l tackle should be tested periodically.

. 9. A first-aid kit should be aveilable for use if required.

10. Do noi leave litter about in the cave.

11. The good cave-man jealously guards the beauty of the caves he
explores and therefore he does no damage, except that which
is essential to the progress of any excavation. Also he
docs not carve or write inseriptions therein.

PROGRAKME

1947
Jan 12 Lesser Carth Cave,
: Meet Castle Inn, Tongwynlais Nr, Cardiff. 11.30.a.m.
i
" 19 Renovations to H,Q. 11.30.a.m.
" 26 New excavation - Ffrydiau Twrch. .
Heet Ystrad Owen (¥r. Cwmllynfell) 10.30.a.m.-
(Wote:—~ At present there is very little scope for a
large party on this excavation, intsrested members
please contact Dr. A.J.R.Hudson, ilackworth Villa,
.8t., Thomas,Swansea. Phone. Swansea 3775)
Feb: 2 Renovations to H.Q, 11.30.a.m,
L 3pecial anncuncement.

w2 Ffrydiau Twrch., Iicet Ystrad Owen 10.30.a.m.
March 2  Porth-yr-ogof, ete.,
Meet Angel Hotel, Pontneathvaughan 10.30.a.m. $§.§?mcave
" 16 Ogof Ffynnon Ddu. Meet Headquarters, Penybent ﬁ1.a:m.
APRIL 4 - 7 OPEN EASTER MEET AND ANNUAL GENERAIL MEETING.

(Details later),



SOUTH WALLS CAVING CLUB,

3rd February, 1947.
™0 ALL MEMBERS,

Programmg:~  The cxcursicn arrwnged for Feb. 9th wlll be
DAN~YR-0GOF; full trip beyond the lakes will be made 1f conditions
permit. Meet Headquarters, Penybont (near Craig~y-nos Hospital)

t 10.30 a.lﬂ._

A circular 1s enclosed with this notice glving
details of the EASTER MIET. This will be an "open" affair to
which members of other Clubs are being invitcds The Craven Pot
Hole Club is including this Meet in it's programme, and it is
likely that 12 members will attend from the Club slone. Members are
particularly asked to give their full support in assisting with the
organisation and general running of the Meot.

All open dates on the current programme will be
devoted to work on Headguarters.

HFADQUARTKRS:~ It is hoped to have, the Headquarters ready for
general use as from Easter next.

_ There will be a charge of 4/~ per night per members
“th rogret, the Committeec has decided that ladles shall not be

vermittcd to sloecp in the Hoadgquartcrs, but alternative accammegation

41l bo available at the Cuyn Arms at the same rate.

Pergonal:~ It is ropgrottcd that Mre E.J, Mason, cur Chairman, has
been transferrcdto the Bristol arca. Ho has thus found 1t necessary
to resign from this office. Wg shall miss him for his wide
experience in caving mattcrs, and for his gocd work on th=z
archaeclopgical side in which Mrs. Mason has also been actively
essocliatcds At the same timo we shall hope to sec Mrs and Mos.
Mason in Scuth Walcus from time to timc, and wish thom every Buccess
on removing to Bristol.

. . 1
Fforcet Pawr:— Totters of protest have been scnt to two M.Pe'8
concorning .ar Office proposals for thc acquisition of large tracts

of the Fforest Fawr arca for military tralning.

AJH, Hill,

(Hon. Sec).
L, St. Albans Road,
Brynmlll, Swangca,

+
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SOUTH WALES CAVING CLUB.

3pd ¥ebruary, 1947.

OPEN BASTER MERT (APRIL Lth—7th inclusivoe).

Another OPEN MEET of the above Club is planned for Eastoer
to bo held at GLYNTAVE, STANSBA VALLEY, and will be organlsed on
gimilar lines as last year.

All intercst.d cavers will be wolcomed, and those intending
to be prescent arc asked to scnd their nemes to the address below
- a8 soon as possible (not later than March 1st) so that accommnodation
may be arranged for cverybody. All available hotcl and private
accommodation in the district has been reserved for the lMcet, and
those who would precfur to stay at any spoclal place are asked.to
communlcate throuph the Sceretary to avold overlapplng of pookings.
Every offort will be mado to conform to the wishes of mombors in
this respoct, but no guarantcc can bu given that this will bo
possible in cvery casc, as the available accommodation must be used
to the best advantagc.

Camping situs are avallablc at the Guwyn Arms. it is hoped
that all able to camp will do so.

Co~operation in stating likely reguircments at the carliest
opportunity will casc ths voprk of the orranlaens considcrably, and
wWill onabic souCLal &arconcuicents to be made LL LECuUSSELYs '

Those using Club accommodation will bo provided with bed
only, and are aslked to bring thoir own blankets, slcuplng bag ctc.

Catering will be done on & comaunal basis, and each membeor
must bring sufficicnt rations for the woeck-end, and also knife,
fork, platc and mug ctce A charge of 2/6 per day por membor will
be made towards goneral catoering oxpenscs.

An appropriate charzo will be lovied on all members to cover
tack¥le and poneral cxpenscs of tho Meot.
PROVISIOIL'L ?ROCHLJ&EQtsubjuct to altcerations 1if nacaaaary)

1 lth=
Party 4. Deh-yD-ogor (%)
" 2. Ogof Ffynnon Ddu.
3. Hill-walk-Party to assist convegyunce of gc@r to excavation
at Sink-y-Gicdd thencc to Carmarthen Fan (2632ft,) roturnin
via Fan Lakes. Distance approx.s 12 m.
6 pem Annual Mcoting of Cave Assoclation of Walcs, -«
Saturday April Sthi-
Party 1. Ogot riyanon Ddu.
2, Llygad Llwchwr and Palc 4. (T),
3. Hill Walk=Fan Ghirych (2381 ft) Distancc approx 8 m.
Bunday April 6thi=
Yarty 1. Porth~yr—ogof and Neath Vallcy Caves (T)
2, Pant ilawr Pot (70 ft. pitch)
3. Dan-yr-ogof (x)
7 pems Annual Goncoral Meeting of S.W.C.Cs
" Monday April 7th.:-
Party 1. Ogof Pwil Swnd and Easter Cave (T)
2. To be arrangcd. - ' ~ Ry e ey AU

Exg indicates subject to permission of the Trustecs.
T) indicates transport requirede.

Nearcst Rly.Station:~ Oraig-y-nos St. Ponwyllt (Neath & Brecon Ling)
Glyntawc is lm from the stations

Approzch by rail from all parts:— Swansca by train thencs by

Swansca/Brocon bus from Trinity Place (200 yds GeleRe stn) ot

prosent throuch buses lcave Swansca 6.25 as.i 2410 aem 12,10 pem

3410 pem 6.10 pem Morc frequent scrvices to ¥Ystradgynlais .

necessitating chanre to local service for Gwyn Arms (Glyntawc)

Altornative routc:—- Train to Ncath(Gencral) thence by train to

Craig-y-nos Stn. from Neuth (Riverside) or bus Noath/Yestradgynlals

and local scrvice to Guyn Arms (Glyntavc).

l{-o St. Albans P..O-‘ftd, . A.H. H.ILL-
Brynmill, Suansca, {Hon Soc}.
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SOUTH TALES CAVING CLUB.,

:.To all Memners,

1. The open Easter leeting was held at Glyntawe from April 4th-8th 1947,

Visitors included members of the Craven Pothole Club,C.D.G., B.E.8.,
B.U.S.8., 1Wiegsex Cave Club, Etc.

Very unrevourable weather conditions made it impossible to -caTTy out
the progremne as arranged, but parties were sble to explore Ogef Ffynnon
Ddu, Llwchwr (wheee the Cave Diving Group went 'into action!), Pant ilawr
Pothole 2nd Pontneathvaughan. Owing to the flocds the Dan-yr—-0gof trip
had %o be cancelled, with the exception of a shat vieit to the lakes. &
visit was made to the Upper Neath Valley caves, but, again, owing to
flood conditions, the caves were inpocesSible and the party confined
themselves to wading the river, which is usually a dry river—bedl
Zn spite of the vad weather, the leet proved a success and many new friend
were made. A word of praise is due to the ladies who Fed the wet and
hungrv nales, ;

"2, The pnnuel Genergl iieeing was held on April 6th.

The Officere and Committee for the ensuing year were as follow:—

Chairaen: J.Rigg, 12, Westgrove, lerthyr Tydfil, Glam.

Hom, Secretary: A.H.Eill, 4, St,Albans Road, Brymmill, Swansea,

hon, Assv.SecTetary: J,Davies, 32, Heol-y-Deri, Riiwbina, Cardiff,
Hon,Treasurer: W.C.Freeman, 164, Redlands Road, Penarth, Glam.
ron.Icitory G.Platten, Rotherfield, Fernhill Lane, New liilton,Hantas.

Coiaittee: JJ.Barrows, Bron-y-Graig, Colbren, Nr.Neath, Glam. _

{.Harvey, 7, Woodstock Road, Redlands, Bristol.
Dr, A.J.Hudson, Mackworth Ville, St.Thomas, Swenses,

Co—opted Yember:iE,J.lason,1l, Kendon Drive,Westbury-on-Trym,Bristol.

3. SUbFCrIDTIENE 0T the Year 1947/1948 are now due =nd the Treaburer
will be pleased to receive these gt an early date.

4. Headgu=ryers Charges., It hes been found that the overnight charge
of 1/~ does not cover the running expengdes and, in future, chargzes
of 2/~ per night on Friday, Seturday and Sunday and 1/- for other

© nights of the week, or, 10/- covering the week, will be made,

Members using the cottage are asked To see that it is left in a tidy

condition and are requested to sign the book; breakages should Tte

reported. In view of the increasing popularity of H.Q, it is ad—
viseble to hook beds a few days in advance, bookings to be ne2ds
through the Ass<t, Ssc.

5. 0Oave Rescue Orcarisation. Volunteers are required for rescue
parties; menoers Living in South Wales are particularly required.
Will volunteers please let Dr.Hudson have their names.

PROGRAIE OF MZETS,

{In Tuvure, [Ewbers intsnding to take part at meets should inform the
Legder. Where no Leader is named, the Sec, or Ass+t.Sec. should te
inforrmed),

Mey~4th. ~ Cm-pwll-y—rhyd and Neath-Valley Caves, - Leader: . W.C.Freeman.

« Meet Angel Hotel, Ponitneathvaughan.-11.0 a.m.

¥ay 24th-26th. The following suggestions are madelj

(a) ExcaVation Crmp a%t Black lLountein., Leader: Dr. 4.J.R.Eudson.

(Please let Leader know a8 early ae possible, if interested).
b) Pant lL.awr Pot;
¢) Ogof-yr-Esgyyn — archseological section. Leader: E.J.}ascn.
d) Dan-yr-ogof, if peraiesion is granted. Application has bsen
made.

Thome who require accommodationsat H.Q] or Glyntawe area, please
notify Sec, or 4sst.Sue. (B),(c) and (d) are alterantive
suggestions to {those not camping in the Black lountains,

June 8th, Ezlwys Faen, Llangattock, Nr. Abergavenny. Leader: A.H.Hill.

-€et Bear Hotel, Crickhowell, 1.0, p.n.

Arrangezents sare in hand for a trip to Swildon's H le, Mendip, at the

fnd of June or early July. Details later,

(icezbers are reminded of the General Leeting of the Cave Resemrch Group

to be held in the Lecture Eall of the School of Geogrephy, lansfield Road,

Oxford, at 5.30 p.n., Saturday, kay 3rd, 1947.

J2, Hsol-y-deri, J.DAVIES,
Raiwbing, Cardif?, (Hon. &ssietant Secretary).



SOUTH WALES CAVING.CLUB,

%2 Heol-y-Deri,
Rhiwbina, CARDIFF.

70 ALL MEMBERS. August 20th, 1947,

Further detsils can now be given of three new cave svstems
entered duringz rccent months, viz., Pwll Dwfn, Sink-y-Giedd and the
extension of & cave in the Cvwm=-pwll-y-rhyd (Neath Valley) Groupv,

* These dlscoveries have one disappointing feature in common; the
expectations of extensive systems, folunded on hopeful internal or
external indications, have not materalized when exploration has been
completed, :

EEQE_DWFN, The fifth pitch has been descended, but the cave closes
tovwn beyond. The total depth is in the region of 300 f£t, and the
pitches ars appreximately 20', 50', LO', 80', 40'. This is a remark-
able cave, its character quite ncw in the area, and in fact, previous~
1y unknown south of Yorkshire, The pitches are verybelose together,
the first, reached some 20' inside the cave, lecads immediately to the
top of the seccond at & wide boulder strewn ledge, Only the 3rd, Lth
& 5th pitches are sepsrated to any extent, and these probably not
more then 75' apart, Thils cave provides & heavy dey’s caving and
parties contemplating the trip should take care not to disturb the
loose boulders at the head of the 2nd pitch, &nd should move with
particular care beyond the foot of the Lth pitch,

BLIK-Y-GIEDD. The excavated Eave has no¥ been explored under favour=
Bble wosor corditions to a distance of 500', where progress is
stopped ¢ reaching several vertical rifts, too narrow for human
passage., Exploration involves & IL5' ladder pitch.

CiM-~PWLL-Y-REYD. Very recently a visit was paid to the Bridge Cave
under tne d.rociion of Charles Frecman, who informed Peter Densham
and XKay Dixon, who went shead, that they would resch a blockags of
large cemented boulders bolow which water could be hoard rurning.
On examination, Lencham end Dixon found the boulders were ne longer
cemented and proceeded to remove thom. Less than half an hour's
work cleared the obstruction and they broke into the stresm passage,
at first narrow, then leter opening out intc & large streom pasesgc
gome twenty fect wide and thirty feet high. A% a distance oI apprex-
imetely 300 ft, the new passage clesed cdowWn and terminated at &
water trap. At the point of closure is a gallery reached by & ledce
¢limb, where there are some fine formations, particulsriy straws with
bulbous ends. Ex- .cration continues, and the cave will be surveyed
and photograrhsd in the near future.
HEADQUARTERS: - Ccmmittee hag decided to reduca overnight charges
to 1/- per night fcr all nights of the week, 7/- per week, until
further notics.
PROGRAMNE: - Excavaticn work will not, in future, appeér on the pro=-
gramme; it is felt thls work i{s best undertaken by smeall partioes
taking a persornsl interest in a particuler spob, At the same tims,
members are slways welcome abt these operationss

Members intending to take part on club trips are asked to
inform the Trip Leader.

Aug.31. Will's Hole, Ponineathvaughan. Meet 11 8. Angel Hotel,
Pontnosthvaughan, LEADER:- Ashford Price, Tanyrallt,

Abercravs.
8ept,21. Ogef Sirk-y-Giedd. Meet 11 a.m, Headguarters,
LEADER: J, Davies, 32 Heol-y-deri, -Rhiwblna, Cardiff.
Ooted12s Ogof Pull Swind. Meet Herbart's Gry. Brynamman/Llangadock
Mtn.Rd at 410,30 8,m, LEADLR: A H.Hill, 4 St.Alban's Rd,
Swansea,

Nove 3. Cwm-pvwll-y-rhyd and Bridge Cave. 11 a.m,Pontneathvavghan,
LEADEP: W.C.Froeman; 164 Rodlends Road, Penarthe

Nov,2l: & Dec., &, Renovations to Headguarters,

Archeeological Section:- MINCHIN HOLE. Aug. 30/31 & Sopto.6/7-

AR Ao e i et e e,

TEADER: R.J.Mascn, il1, Kendon Drive, Westbury-on~Trym, Bri.Zols

J.DAVIES, Hon.Assbt.3ecretary.
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T0 /LL MEMRBERS. - 3rda November, 1947,

Cave Research Croupe

Annual General ilecting ol CRG will be held at the
Museun Theatre, tuececns Road, Bristol, on Saturday 29th Novoember,
1947 at 5«30 peme All members of SWCC are entitled to attend
and are asked to make a special ei'fort to do 806 :
Nominations are urgently required rer the clection of
Club representative to serve on CRG Committes for the
fortheoming ycar commencing lst Januarye. Thcese should show names
of proposer and secader and the agreement of the nominec to stand
for election, and should be sent direct to Brige Fese Glennie. at
Steepways, Cross Oak Road, Berkhamsted, Herts, befors the 15th
inste

e . B e Bt e Bt 8 s e S e e e e S

Rule Bookse BSome members may not‘yet have received copies of the
club rules; in this case will .they kindly inform the iLssistant
Seeretary, a book will then be sent.

Cottame, Penybont,

1o meet increased 1uel costs during the winter months
overnight charges will now be raised to 2/- per night for
Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights until further notices .11
other nights of the week 1/= per nisht, . :

Due to the erforts of two members, who devoted much
timo to the work, the cottasc has now been limewashed and
Painted throughout, mamd other improvemcnts have been made for
the comfort of members staying there.

Sugrestion, The tcermination cf the basic ration, and the
failure of an application for supplementary petrol, are bound
to result in a scrious rcduction ol uctivities. However, the
Christmas Holiday may prove a convenient time for a Club liecte
Members who favour the idea, are invited to send in names soc that
Plans can be mde accordinglye
New addresscs:=
Hone Treasurer:— W.Ce Freeman, iHuaes y Ffrwd, Ty Glas Rd. Llanishen,
. A . o—— Cardiff,.
Members:— Mrs & lirse JeGePurkes, 7b, Oakficld Road, Clifton,
Bristol 8.
Miss LElizabeth Tionro, 6, Wilby Mecws, Ladbroke Zde
London Ne 7elQs
We ishford Price, ¥Ynyswen, .bercrave,Swansea Vallcye
In the near future your Secretary will be moving to
"Kingswood" Capel Read, Clyduach, Swanscae Lettors sent after the
15th Novembor should be addressed to the aboves
; Members are asked to make a point of notifying changes
of address,
"British Caver' will be published shortly. To ensure a copy advise
ghetSacretury or GePlatten,Rotherfield, Fernhill Lane, New Milton,
ants.

LeHe Hill, (Hone Sec),
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SOUTH WALES CAVING CLUB,

21st February, 1948,
TO ALL LIEUBIRS.

Easter Mecet - 26/29 lMarch at Glyntave,

In vicu of presont difficultics 1t has been deelded to limit
the Easter Mcct to Club Members only. It 1s desired to avolid tho
claborate arrangements which have been nceessary for the two
previous "open" mects to cnable members to concentrate on scrious
spclecologiczl vork,

No speciul arrongements will be made for catering, sleeping
or trips, ond mcmbers are askcd to make their own arrangoments for
accommodation., Cottage bookings should be ma ﬁo through the Asst,
Secretary immedictcly, and where difficulty is found in obtuininﬁ
other accommodation in the district, thc SOC”OtMPy will heclp where-
over possiblc, Camping aites arc nv“il tble at the Gwyn Arms.

A4 limitod number of visitors will be permitted sublect to the

-sanction of the Socretary, and providing members have priority in

the matter of Lcc01modut10n, whether thls be the cottage or othere
vwise. To assist goneral arrangements, will members please adviae

the Ass’t. Sacrctary bcforc 6th liarch, if they intcnd to be prescnt,

It is beclicved the cbove arrangements conform to the wishnes
of the majority of members, ond it is hoped full support will be
given, The ~.G-M. will bc held on Sunday, 28th March at 7 p,m,

= em e e mw em mm em e = em e e am wm

(Club Sceretayise plecasc note, SVCC will be pleased to co-operate
in granting cottage fo 0111t1ﬂs to visiting oclubs at convenient tines,
8Such visits are profor%bln to thc "open" mects of the last two years)

— e e "M mm m s e e e e m= e e e e

C/AiVE RESZ.LRCH GROUP. Sub, for Full Members rem-ins at 2 guineas p,c.
and for Jurior udembers (under 25 years) 5/- p.o, poyoble to Brig,
E.4,Glennic, Stocpways, Cress Oak Road, Bchnh-usted, Herls,

An increased alleact! Lon of Nous LuttCPS will bz received in future,
and mcmbers wishinn to be included on circul-ation list plcase advise,
Car members living within the 'Jelsh Petrol Rozior only may apply for
a ratlon to be used in chccking positions of caves Tor O“dnupco Mzps;
the work is being done for 0.3, with CRG as intcrmu,lhrJ, Fglp
e
a

urgently necded in 211 limestone orcas of Souih Jalcse In th
instanoe, will members plezso contact the Sccretury, so that
tiong may be co~ordinatod,

’l',‘

LANTERYN SLIDES, Thgnks ufe duc to Iﬁn S Nixon wnho has prescnted =
80t of 5ix slides of Ogof Ffynnon Ddu to the Club. These are avail-
mb

able for mecmbers,

CHANGED .DDRHESSES: Miss E.Monro, 6 Pembridge Crcscent, London, W.11.
Ken Leadbetber, Bwthyn Bach, Cacdcgar Row,
Ystradgynlais,
Dr, H, Szvory, U47 Ninian Road, Cardiff,
Miss P.E.,Powcll, 103 Hampton Rd, Redland, Bristol,
~ .
COTT.GX: .. charge of 64 will be levied on members using cottage fTor
changing only, whcn Tuel is used.
EMERGﬂHCV J,LJO. Our Treasurer has for disposal & limited supply of
U.S.Lifcboat fwcr;oncv rations in secaled tins. Contents includc
7 0z, b;un concentrated biscuit, chocolate, multed milk *"bl and
pemmican ¢te. One tin provides sufficient cmergency food of “1?2

~

valuc for 2 or 3 men for 12 hours. Pricc 2/6d cach plus 6d postagc.
Hon,Treasurcr: - W.C.Frceman, Macs-y-Ffrwd, Ty Glas R4, Llc niqhon,
ardiff,
Hon...ss't.Sce: J.M.Davies, 32 Hcol—y—dori, Rhiwbina, qudlf¢.
Hon,Seerctary: 4.H.Hill, "Kingswood", Capcl Road, Clyauud, Swansea.




SQUTH WALES CAVING CLUB.

TO_ALL MNEUBERS. _ May, 1948,

The 4nnual Gencral Meeting was held during the Easter Meot, when
Officers end Committee were clected as follows: -

President: F.J.North, D,Sc., F.G.S.
Cheairman: J. Rigg,

Hon.Secretary: A H.Hill.

Hon.Assbt.Sce J.M.Davies,
Hon.Trecasurcr: W.C.Froccman.

Hon.Editor, G. Pletten.

Committec Members: Miss Gwyn,.Tudor, Messrs. K. Leadbetter,
Arthur Prico,
Committce licmbers: E.J.Mason (Archaeological Leader)
(Co-optod under Dr. A.J.R.Hudson (Cave Rescue Organisation
Rule 20.) Leader),

The following, who have gencrously supportcd the Club, arc elceted
&s Honorary Mcmbers:- T. Ashwcil Morgan Esg., Swansea, and Jeffery
Morgan Esq., Abcrcrave.

We arec plecascd to announce that Dr, North has agreed to accept a
further tcrm of officc as President,

RULES: Rulc 2 has boon amended, and & new rulce (No.22) has beon made,
In duc ccurse, members will rcecive & ncw page covering these changos,
vwhich should be inscrted inside Tront cover of Rulc Book,

SUBS IPTICYS for the currcnt ycar are now duc. To assist tho work of
the Treasarcy, plecaso scnd 10/- promptly to thc addross below.

COTTAGE: Gratcful thanks arc duc to one of our members, Mr, Philip
unccn, who has recently installed clcetric lighting at tho cottage,
froc of any cost to the Club,

CAVE RET'.RCH GEROUP: A Goneral Mocting will bc held at Shefficld
University in tho sotany Dept., Leecture Theatre, on 12th June at 6 Dellia
The mecting will be dovoted to a symposium on tho Origin of Limcstono
averns, Cn Sunday, the 13th, there will be en cxpcdition to Bagshowe
Cavern, Bradwell, with all degrcos of caving available, Will thosc who
proposc attending the Genoral Mecaoting adviso immecdiately, so thas
fccommodation can be arranged for thom, .

FORTHCONMING ARRANGEMENTS: -
- May 415/17tn Whitsun Mcot,
June 6th Caves ncar Bridgend. Meet Coychurch 11.30 a.m,
Leader: W,Ashford Pricc, Ynyswon, Pen-y-ceo, Swansca
Intending members, please advisc the Leoader in good timo.(Valley.

Junc 10/14 Visit of boys of Monmouth School, who will bc using
cottaga,

With the rcturn of the pctrol ration, it is hopecd that many of our
membcrs who have found it impossible to attend trips during the pas$
months, w 11l be with us again, Furtherp progromme will be issucd in -
due courzc, ond it is intcnded that trips shall be arranged for the
first weck-ond in cvery month, ‘

Hon.Sccrotary:- L. H.Hil1 Kingswood, Capcl Road, Clydach Swansca,

~ ar -’ - - 2 ' . ’ ,-.-.
Hon.Asst.Zce.: - J.ll.Davics, 32 IIcol-y-deri, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.
Hon,Trcosvrer: - '.C.Freeman, Bwthyn Bach, Augusta Crescent, Pcnarth,

Glam,



SOUTH VIATMG CAVING CTLUB,

—

TO0 ALL MEMBERS, October, 1948,

CAVE RESEARCI GROUP: The Group's Annual Goncral Mecting will be held
at Lecds Tochnical College, &t 5,30 pem., on the 13th Novomber noxt,
For accommodation, plcesc apply to Hon Scerctary CR&, Stecpways,
Cross Oak Road, Berkhamsted, Herts.,

CRG Conmﬁgtoc wishes to ascertain the offcet of a reduction in
tho subscription rate for Full Members on the number of full members.
In order to assist disecussion on thc point, it is dosiradle to lmow haw
many members of SWCC would join as Full Mcmbers if the subscription
rate woro reduced to (&) 30/-, (b) 21/-. Will you ?lcaso send in your
roply lmmediatoly to Hon. Scc., SUCC (address bolow),

CRG is doing valuablec scientific work, thc rcsults of which are
published in bricf in Monthly Ncws Letters, and ocoasional publications,

MENDIP CAVING EXHIBITION: This will bc hold at Bristol Muscum from 2Lith
gov. to 8th Dec,, and will include cxhibits covering all acctions of
aving.

CONGRATULATIONS to David Jenkins on his rccent marriagc to Miss
Margarct Crowther.

Also to Ken Loadbetter on the arprival of Dolphine, a sister for
Tanice,

+HANKS arc due to Brigadicr E.A.Glonnic for the gift of 100' 1line,

PROGRAMME: Nov,6/7, Wecath Vallcy Caves.
Dce.l/S5. Llyzad Llwchwr and Pale 1.

Enquirics arc becing made rogarding overnight accommodation at
Pont-neath-Vaugcghan and Tropp rcspectively for these trips. Please
advise Hon. Sce. or Ass't. Sce. immediately if you wish to be ineluded
in the party for Neoath Vallcy.

Doc.27th(Bank Holiday). Lossor Garth Cave, Nr.Capdiff.
Meet 2,30 p.m. at Tynant Inn, rcachcd by crossing Ynys Bridgc from main
Cardiff-Pontypridd Road, halfway botwecen Taffs Well and Tongwynlals,
Turn left for 1/L .

Jan,2nd. Ogof Ffynnon Ddu. Meet H.Q. 10 a.m,

Club trips arc arranged for thc first weck-cnd of cach month, but
members arc reminded that there is ectivity ncarly cvery weck-ondj those
interested should contact the Sce's. for details,

OGOF FFYIMNON DDU: Mcmbers have recontly investigated passages leeding
from a largo chcimber in the Waterfall Scrics. This chamber contains a
‘otto with somo Tfinc formations and a crystal pool,

PUBLICATION of 2o booklct, covering the various aspects of Caving,with
Bpecial rcfercnece to South “Jales, 1s receciving the attenbtion of tha
Committcc, The aim is to give gonecral information about Caving =8
sport and scicnce, 2nd to incorporate detailcd information sbout tho
cavos of the arco, Yo make the booklet of valuc to 2ll Cavers. You
erc invited to submit matorial which mey be suitable for inclusion =
debtails of lesscr known caves, plans, and photoszraphs.
NEW MEMEBERS:
«E.Hil1l, Pcnlco, Heol Cacrhys, Rhiwbine, Cardiff,

Miss Peggy Hardwicke, 35 St,Margarcts Ra, Whitchurch, Cardifce,

Dafydd Graflydd, L0 Lon Isa, Rhiwbinc, Cardiff,

Ko Leviek, 19, 8t, iichoecls Rocd, Llandaff, Cardiff,

P, Griffithg, 31 Hooth Park Avenuc, Cardiff,

Wyn Williams, B.B.C. Park Place, Cardiff,
CHANGED ADDRESSES: Migs D. “Thite, 86 Mardy Strcct, Cardirs,
T.H.L.il4, 1&8‘Park Lanc, Carshalton, Surroy.
D.,V.denking, Flat 4, The Central, Llandrindod Wolls,
Dr.P.Hugh-dones, Cliff lalk, Forcst Road, Penarth,
E. Hendry, 51 Montalt Road, Woodford Grecn, ES3CX.
Hon,Secrctary: A H.Hill, Kingsuood, Capel Road, Clydach, Swonsce,
Hon,Asst. Sce: J.l.Davics, 32 Heol-y~-dori, Rhiwbina, Cardiff
HonsTreasurcr: W,C.Froemon, Bwthyn Bach, Augusta Crcs,, F

2
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= SOUTH VALES CAVING CLUB =

T0 ALL MIMBERS March 1949,

EASTER MEET - April 44th/19th :-— Arrangements for the Easter Meet
Will be the same as last year = members only, and a limited number
of visitors by invitation. Members please arrange their own
accommodation unless they intend using H.Qs when they should inform
the Ass't Sec., as soon as possible, in view of the fact that
attendance already seems likely to ba larges Programme will be
arranged as weather conditions permit.

The Annual Genseral Meeting will be held on the 17th April
at 6 pame It is hoped gll members will make a special effort to
attend this meeting,

CAVE RESEARCII GROUP := A General Mecting is %o bz held in South
Wales on May 7th, at Swansea or Cardiff. Your Uomuittee has
recommended that the venue should be Cardiff which is the central
point for Mendip and South ales, All members oOf Se'/eCeCe ara
oligible to attend. Further details later,

Voled1 Nos.1 of Transactions of the Cave Research Group has
been published recently. This includes a special geologilcal report
on Ogof Ffynnon Ddu and other papers on cave formation. The price
is 4/~ (.B. The Club has a copy of this bock which will be
circulated to those who so desire, as also coples of all C.R.Ge. News
Letters. Apply to Ass't Sec.) '

"THS BRITISH CAVER" will be published in the near future, and will
include plans of Zaster and Bridge Caves, and Ogof Pwll Swnd.

THANKS are dus to :-—
BrigeZ.As. Glennie for a further 100' lins.
Theo Wild for a copy of "Ten Years Under the Earth" - Casteret,
Gordon ‘arwleck for a set of index-keys for 6" and 23" 0S maps
of South "ales,
John Davies for a wireless sot for HeQe, and to Wil Hibbert of
No.3 Penybont, who rendercd neccssary repairs.

FFRYDIAU TV/RCH := Ian Nixon and Peter Harvey are planning an
assault on this important resurgence for the comings summer, camping
at the site. They will be glud to hear from mombuis who can help
with the excavation which is tentatively planned for the two weeks
commencing 2Lth July.

NEW MSMBER :—= LeSe Dingle, 2, Penylan Terrace, Cardiff,

CHANGED ADDRUSS®ES :~ Arthur Price, 12, Meridian Place, Clifton,Bristol.
lrseL. sMillward(nee Miss "Pep" Powell),Court-de-/yck,Claverham,
Nr. Bristol.

Jack Rigg, 29, Longlands Avenuec, Heysham, Lancs.

The departure orf Jack Rigg for the North of England in January will
be regretted by all members. As our Chairman he was closely associated
With the arfairs ot the Club, and also played a leading vart in survasy
vork and all "lub activities at a time when his all-round experience
was of great valus. %/e shall look forward to seeing him in South Wales
from time 4o time,

PROGRAMNE :~ March 20th. 3lack Mountain(3rynamman) to Gwyn Arms
Ridge Talke loet Haerbert's Guarry 1G30 aen.
Notify Secce for transport.
April 3rds Pant Cancl, Meet HeQe 10.30 aeme.

HonsSecretaryt~ A H,Hill,Kingswood, Capel Road, Clyduch, Swansea.
HonsAsstsSec, :~ J.M,Davics, 32, Hool-y—-deri, Rhiwbina, Cardiff,
Hone Tressurer; ~ WeCeaFreeman,. Bwthyn Baciy Augusta Crescent,Penarth,Glam.



SOUTH WALES CAVING CLUB.

TO ALL MEMBRRS: . May, 19L9.

CAVE RESEARCH GROUF: A further General Meeting will be held at Skipton
on Saturday, 16th June, at 5.30 p.m. Two papers will be read:- .

(1) cave Archaeology in the Peak District = D. Bramwell.,
(2) The Mossdale Problem - J.0, Myers.

On the 19th there will be a trip to Lost John's Cave, for which trang-
port is being 2rranged from Skipton, ¥Full details from .the Secretaries.

The Cardiff C.R.G. Meeting was well attended, 2nd agreed by all as an
outstanding success. It is to be hoped that further meetings of this
kind may be arranged from time to time. :

An International Cave Meeting is to be held in France at Valence-sur-
Rhone, (Drome) from 22nd - 28th august, 19/:19. The Comite Nationale de
Speleologie invites all foreign speleolegisis to attend this meeting whioh
has as 1ts main object the estahlishmen® of an International Speleological
Congress. PFurther detalls will be sent to those interested.

NEW PUBLYCATION: "“The River Scenery at the Head of the Vale of Neath! -
by Dr. North, price 3/- (Postage L4d} from The National liuseum, Cardiff,
This popular book followe the general plan of the earlier editions, but
“as been ccmpletsly revised and re-written., It contains 32 plates, 30
text figures and 110 pages packed with information about the geology of
this area,

"If the story were better known and the pleasures of reading Naturs's
record were more widely enjoyed, the wise use of our cocuntryside would
perhaps bszcone the concern of Hveryman: at present, it is too largely
dependent upon the efforts of a comparatively small number of individuals

who, for %their pains, are aften regarded as cranks." (Intro.) il
PROGRAMIE: Tune 4th - 7th, Whitsun Mcet, Programme according to weather.

Archaeological work at Bone Cave.
guly 3»d. Ogof y Ci, near Merthyr. Meet Pontsarn Rly. Stn.at
11 a.m, (This Cave was first entered last year by
local cavers, and has recently been sxtendsd
conslderably by our own members).
July 30th-Aug.2nd., August meet at Glyntawe.
Sept. 4tk. Ileath Valley Caves. (Details later).
In addition to the above, it is hoped to arrange week-ends at Gower and
Llangattock areas during July or August. Individual members interested,
ahould advise,
dept. 10/11th is suggested weck-end for a trip to Mendip. (Detaile later),

NEW MEMBERS: B.D.Price, 36 King Ldward Avenue, Worthing, Sussex.
H. Griffiths, 29 ¥noll Rozd, Godrs'rgraig, Swansea Vallsy.
Dr. R.A.J.Pearce, Lindisfarne, 11 Stallard St, Trowbridge,
Wilts. »
H.G. Smith, Central Y,M.C.A., Station Terrace, Cardiff,
T.Rees-Thomas, Tonplanwydd Bungalow, Banwen, Nr.Neath.
COMMITTEE: The foillowing are co-opted under Rule 203
E.J. Mason and XK. Leadbettera
CONGRATULATIONS and Best 'Wishes to Colin Low and Elizabeth Monro on
thelr rec«nt urrli ge.,
CAVE RECCR The accumulation of ccuplete cave records of the arsa is a
Bk w.-n ' .We can ull help. It is our duty to the cavers cof the
future to cran*c files of plans, photographs of characteristics, cave-
entrances., »rorisi spots, sinks and risings, special investigations,
and the many cther “hings which are of speleolegical interest,

Hon.Treasurer: P.A. Duncin, 22 Rotherslade Rond, Luingland, Swansea,
Hon.Ase't.Sec: J.M. Davies, 32 Heool-y-Deri, Rhiwbina, Cnrdiff,
Hon.Secretnry: A.H.Hill, Kingswood, Capel Rond, Clydnch,Swansea,

Your Sec, will be absent on holiday from June 13th - 27th,.

e e e ot e e e



- SQUTH WALES CAVING CLUB -

To A1l Members: . August 1949.

FFRYDIAU TWRCH := A party led by Ian Nixon and FPetor Harvey has
recently spont a fortnight digging at this rising. Although heavy rain,
mist and winds of gals force were falrly frequant and retarded
progress, throe possibls cntrancos werc werked without definite

result. Further vwcrk under bstter cenditicns will be necessary

to ascartain how fapr tho boulder-mass cxtends into the hillside,

-and the nature of the water channel.

DAN-YR-0GOF:~ The Raed Chamber (rcached from the Cauldron in the
Show Cave) has been re-visited after a lapse of ten years. The
Harvey '"Maypcla" was used to ascend from the Cauldron instead -

of the fixsd ladd.rs used previously.

CRAIG~Y-NOS QU.\RRY CAVE:- Another cave re-visited for the first
time since 1939, for survey purposes. Official comment was that
the cove was small 2nd one visit should suffice to complets the
work. In fact, several visits have been necessary to comnplete

the survey, and, although passagss are small, this is certainly

an interestlng and quite extonsive system providing an afternocn's
caving of ensy grade.

QGOF FFYNNON DDU:- CDG Diver Coase has sxemined the Pots and Pluto's
Bath in Ogef Fiynnon Ddu. The 41st Pot is 13' deep and the Lth
11ft. deep. TFull repeort will be. issusd shortly.

SUBSCRIPTIONS:- .. considerable numbcr of subscriptions remain
unpaid. Memboers arc reminded that those were dus at Easter, and
that undsr Rulc 6 members arc deemed to have ccascd membership
after a lapse of four menths. .innual suhscription is 10/-4a.

Ona or two maembers may not havec received recceipts
for subscriptions paid, will they plsasc inferm the Troeasursr.

CALOR_GAS has now baen inastalled at H.Q.

Aug.27/28. Archasological dig at Minchin Hole, Pennard, Gowsr,
This excavation commenced when Ted Mascn was resident in
Scuth Wales, is now in the capabls hands cof J.G.Rutter. It is
planned te give regular assistance which is urgently required.
Please adviss the 3Scerstary immediately if you wisnh to help.

.~ Club trip on Sept.Lth to Noath Vallay.
If weather favoursabls ths party will camp at Pontnuathvauvhan.
Will's Hole will bc visited, and the waterfalls of the district.

PROGRAMME ARRANGEMENTS i - Sept.10/11. Mendip week-end.
Thanks are dus to Wassex Cave Club for permissicn tc use their
Headquarters at Bsechbarrow, Nr. Priddy. Mombers intending to take
part on this trip plecse adviso John Davies. .ccommcdaticn must be
booked immediatoly. The feollowing may assist intonding members:-
Campbell's Steamers sall betwsen Cardiff and Westcon as follows:-—
Sept. 9th C to W - 9.30, 11.30, 6.30 and 8.30

i 10th C te W - 9.45, 10.30,11.L45, 7.15, 7.30 and 9.15.

u 11th W te ¢ -10.,30, 11.15. 6.15. 6.45, 8.30, 9.0.
Journey takes cne hour, no cars, single farse 5/-4.

"Bpistol" Buses run betwsen Weston and ¥Wells weekdays hourly

from Beach Bus Station on the hour, journey taking 1 hr.20m, Last
bus leaves at 40 p.m. Sunday rsturn buses ells to Wesitcn, hourly
on the half-hour bstween 12.30 and 3.30 p.m. (Scrvice 43) '
%Wells tc Beechbarrow - 8.30 a.m. and every hcur, last bus 9.30 p.m.
(W.dys) Beochbarrcu - Wells (Suns) Approx. 2 p.m. and ovcry heur

to 10 p.m. - {(Scrvice 27) Journsy.approx 15 mins. Note - Members
using svening beats on the 10th will have no connection from

Wells - Bbw.

L further circuler will be issued shertly.

Hen,Secrcetary:- .A.H.Hill,Kinrsweed,;Capsl Read, Clydach, Swansea.
Hon...ss8't Scc:- J.M.Davises, 32 Heel-y-Deri, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.
Hen.Treasurer:~ P..A.Duncan, 39 Rethersladc Road, Langland, Swansea.



* SOUTH WALXES CAVING CLUB.
TO ALL MEMRIRS. ' NOVEMBER, 1949,

THE PASSING OF SUMMER, 1949: At last the prolonged spell of
gloriously hot weather has ended, but the Summer of 1949 will be
remembered as one of the driest on receords Parched ground and
dried-up stream beds have now, at last, received in full measurse,
the refreshment they have awaited so long. In a matter of days,
the scene has changed completely, and members have alrsady renswed
thelr acgquaintance with a flooded stream passage in Ogof Ffynnon
Ddu. i .

PROGRAMME &

Nove 6th: Club Trip = Llygad Llwchwr and Careg Cennen Castle,

Leave H.Q. 10 asm., Ystradgynlais Cross 10.15. Limited transport

avallable, ' '

Novs19th: Annual General Meeting of Cave Resegrch Group, at the

Lecture Theatre of the City Museum, BRISTOL, at 530 peme Plans are

in hand for a caving trip on the 20th; detalls not yet available,

All members are eligible to attend this mesting.

Dec,3/Lith: Club Trip, Pwil Dufn. (Four ladder pltches). Club members

will ladder the cave, leaving tackle in situ for the visit of

Blrmingham Cave & Crag Club the following week-end, who will be

using the cottage.

1950, ‘ £

Jan,8th: Wille Hole and Neath Valley. Meet Angbl Eotel, .
Pontneathvaughan 10.30 a.m.

CONGRATULATIONS to our Chalrman, Dr, Aubrsy Hudson, on the arrival
of a son and helr, Robert Cunningham, during Aubrey's asbsence with
the British Schools Expedition in Norway as Hon. Medical Officer.

THANKS are due to Colin Hill for the gi®t of a Hand Bearing Compass,
and to Phll Duncan for slectric lamps for the cottage.

CHANGED ADDRESS: Miss M. Hazelton, Seaton House, Shrublands Road,
Berkhemsted, Herts.
NEW_MEMBERS : D.Cook Jenklns, 28 Hawthorn Cres.,Pontypridd, Glam.
: Mliss M.B.Newman, 52 3acond Ave, 01idfisld Park, BATH.
Mias B.T.Owen, Miramar, Horsecombe Brow, Comba Down,
BATH.
Miss J.Phillips, 11 Lewls St, Treforest, Pontypridd,

SUBSCRIPTIONS: The Treasurer is very worried about the large
number of ocutstanding subscriptions. The sum of 10/- was dus from
each member at Easter, with a maximum of four months' grace. If
your sub. 1s ocutstanding, will you please send to the Treasurer at
the address balow.

Hon.Secretary: A.H.Hill, Kingswood, Capel Road, Clydach, Swansesa.
Hon.Ass't.Sec: J.M.Davies, 32 Heol-y-Deri, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.
Hon,Treasurer: P.,A.Duncan, 39 Rothersiade Road, Langland, Swansea.
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LOGEN ,TINEDD: From the Lleongottock Cucrries srer, Briocn Frice reports
the extengion of o smnll cove by elosring o very tight passegce com-

plgurlv bleeclkcd ith boulders. This is situsted to thec west of
Egl rnd Tirgt rocoived ottenticen in 1246, Ronowed offorts
£t Christmes clcorcd the blockege rnd, -t n distrnce estimsted ot
100 yrrds from thc sntrrncec, ¢ mojor ecove system was entercd, Ex-

plorstion is not complutc rnd o Club trip has been crrcnged for the
nerr futurc. (Detrils belou).

LLETHR 2 J'-"-':Q ¢+ The discovery of this cove weoe reported in our
o
Sept:

r cirouli . Don Co""a snd prrty vere ¢ble to cxploreg the
system Tully tefore the finc wenther broks, when the Tfinnl possage
lenzth was estimrted ot 1,000 fecte 4 ricent vieit shows thet the
gntrance is once mere uufl,u - flooding rpperrs to hnve crused sub-
sidence of the entrcnce which crnnot now be locrted exoctly.

GLYN HIR: The November trip to Llwchwr snd Crreg Cennen Costle will
be ramembered Tor the uncxpected ending which nccompenied the pursuit
of » new aave reported ¢t Glyn Hir., This is situcted beside a very
nttrective stretcech of the River Llwehwr which hercsbouts torsts a
fine 20ft. weterfell., The secrch for the cove flllgd, owing to vecgus
informction given, rnd cnguiries followed ot the minor-house of Glyn
Hir. The historicel interest of the pT ‘ce Wos helghtcned by the feect
thet the sidznta spoks very little Enzlish (neither werc they "elsh).
Here o © very fine dove-cot, to which the first neus 01 the
Bnttle of Taterloo wrs brought by corricr plgeon. 4
d from the house te o cireculsr subterrsnesn chamber
p, which is recputced to h-vz been used as » powder
oder Geing smuggled eover to Fronce during the
Nirpoleonic Wars, rLttaupte to find mores nbout the history of this
intercsting house heve, so for, foilced; nevertheless, members tnink
the subterrrncon h“-mbgv wirs intended to be the new crve.
PPOGRLMEE: Febl.5th, Agen iLllwedd, Llangattock Cunrries.

Ileet cnmouth School Hdundgurrtors, Doron,; ot 10,30 o.m,
snﬁrp. This is kest cpprooched vih Bryoacwr ond Le-mliie tremrocd,

3
winning oI
sunken prih

some LOft, d
Tactory, thc

O By

I

strriing neor the tep of EBlackroek Hill, moers reguiring treoaspord,
rnd those rble to offer trronepert, plecse contret Seeretrory immedictely,

Mereh 5th: Cove Hescue Troining ot Hendgueorters, led by Dr.i.d.R.
Hudson, Nect 11 r.m. Instruction will comibine theory
onel pricevicc,

Mereh 25th/285h: Nerth Valley weck-cnd,
Thonks crc due to the Y.H... for pocrmiszsion to use the Hostel ot
Ystradfellte, Mrzimum cecommodrtion for 12 persons, Those wishing

to nttend, odvise immediotcly

Foeter Mogt ond .

=1 Scctiom 2ill B ork £ 00

be folliowed with sn 1lllus trfubd "lecture by Dr.Hudson,
7ith the British Schoels ixpedition®,

1 B siven in the ncEb cinculsb,

NEW MELPE

SELLl

-
a

2 Prospsact DPloes, Pontrb Vda, Newport, Mon.
£ :

6}

Duck Strcet, et G1:
=8, Blecgept H11l, i'“'T'*’I"“”"1 Nerth,Glcm,

cnegs, Coud-y-CGlyn, Crynont,
23 fona ic Bo da,

L7 e

Rhonddo. "

,~24'Pﬂ

-~ - gy s e 2 ] - - % - B
to exbrems profsure of sorl nog found 1t

imiae in this orficdes Colin Eill hrs agrecd to f£ill
time Boing., Thenks <re due to Fhil Duncrn for the



-~- THE SOUTH WALES CAVING OLUB -

To All Members: ‘ ' April, 1950.

AGEN ALLVEDD: Preliminary news of this discovery was glven in our last
circular, bembers who tocok part on the club trip at the beginning of
February will havs every reason to remembar this for a very long time
tc come. BSnow, which began to fall as the party left Monmouth School
Headquarters for the cave, continued thrcughout the day, and finally
resulted in quite a few anxious moments before the party decendsd from
Mynydd Llangattwg to the shelter of the valley below, and homewards.

The cave 1s situmted at the extremity of the quarry tram-road west
of Eglwys Faen, Llangattock Quarries. (NGR.E318730, N215915) The name
may bs translated as "Cleft of a Key" cor "Keyhole Cave", end is relatad
to the shape of the emall dcuble tube type entrance.

4 From the entrance there follows a section of excesedingly tight crawl-
*™e passagas which include "The Jaws" - & Chinese puzzle for largs
p-08ons -~ “The Figure of Eight" and "Sally's Alley". This section ends
at a distance ebout 100 yards from the entrance, in the course of whioh
the explorer has crawled, or more appropriately, strugglsd for upwards
of 30 minutes. Technically this is the most difficult part of the cave
where ths big men frequsntly finds it impossible to procesd or withdraw,
and the sheps of the particular obstruction has %o be studied carsfully
to take advantage of any minor widening. Beyond, the cave opsns up
gradually and thsrs are several branch passsges, all of which havse not
Yet been sexplored. Fassage height does nct exceed 4 - 5ft. for a con-

‘. Blderable distance except at a lofty rift where innumerable bats ars

hibernating., Streams using the cave passages arse quite small, and,
although no check nes yet been made, they appsar in part to be unconnscted
wlth separate outlets. Maximum size is attained in the main downstresm
passage which ends in a large bculder=-chcke in an unstable condition.
As exploration proceseds, this passage becomss more and more bouldar-—
strewn with the unseen stresm running under the boulders waich cover ths
floor. Estimated distance from entrance to boulder choke is 1500 ft.

There are a number of interesting features which warrant the
“tenticn of the spacialist members of the elub, The initial section would

' .ppear to be a phreatic netvicrk, and the larper active stream passages

" show evidsnce of phreatic corigin with entrenchment of the floor by the
recent vadose streams. Many of the boulder masses are overiald with
dry muddy sand, end isolated relics of this materlal with water-swept
edgss occur on shelves at helghts of 15-20 ft. above the present floor
level. No formations have besen cbservad,

Brian Price is to be congratulated on this worthy find which is
bound to stir interest in the sastsrn end of the limestone balt,
GLYN HIR, LLANDZBIE: Detalls of the hlstery of thils interesting manor-=
house have been found in the County Library, Carmarthen. Pseter Du Bulsaond
bought the house in 1770, and it remained in the family until 1924. The
pit In the grounds, which was inspected by members, is dsscribed as the
"Ice Houss" and had been ussd for many years as a game—-house. Togsthar
with the Knlfe~factory founded by Du Bulsson, it wes the subject of
numerous rumours regarding his bshavioup during the troublous days in
which he lived. The news of the victory at watirloc firat reaching tanls
gountry at Glynhir is describsd as 'prgbably trus". - From Carmarthen
Antiquary, 1945/46, "A Carmartheushire Huguenot Family",
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THANXS are due to Mr.T.Ashwell Morgan for the g1lft of a paraffin cocking
range and oven, and to Colin Low for lantern slides of Pwll DwIin and
Yiaen Fignen Felen, -

EASTER MEET, APRIL 6th-11th incl: Cave trips will be erranged with regard
to water conditions and transport, Throughout the week~end the
archasological excavation of Ogof yr Esgyrn will be continued, Voluntesrs
are urgently required for this work. 'Renewed digging near Pwll Byfre will
be continued.
The Annual General Meeting will be held at the Gwyn Arms, at 6430 p.m.
on Sunday, the 9th April,
AGENDA: Minutes of ths last A.G.M,
Reports of Secretary and Treasurer. .
Election of Officers, conmmittte members and honorary membera,
Amendmsents to. rulss. ’
Discusaslon and dsacisions upon any matters affecting ths Club.

It is regrettably necessary to advise that Dr. Hudson is unablse to
be present to give the lecturs announced in last circular owing to extrsme .
preseurs of work, nor does he sesk re-slection as Chairman,

It is hoped that all members will make a specisl effort to attend
the Eester Msst., Those wishing to stay at Headquarters, please inform the
Asslstant Secretary irmediately to ensure accommcdation,

CAVE RESEARCH GROUP: An advance notice of the publication of CRG
ransections Vol.1, No.3 accompanies this circular, e oommend this
- publication to all msmbers, as it is the result of prelonged ssrious
investigations by E.A.Glennie in one of our cwn caves - Ogof Ffynnon Diu,
The text is illustrated by a large plan, 13 diagrams and 11 plates of
original photographs. Price L/- pecst free, from P.B.Binns, 34 Alexandra
Road, Leamington Spa, Warwicksnire,
Two more General Meetings are planned by CRG for 1950, onse at

Bheffisld in May and a second at Bristel in June. Members are invited

to submit a synopsis of any paper they wish to resd, duration of which ‘
should bs about 20 minutes. This should bse sent to the Ssecretary of Ci ™'
at new address - 16, Mornington Mansions, Hove 3, Sussex.

CHANGZD ADDRES3ES: T.wWild, 16, Mornington Mansions, Hove 3, Sussex.
Arthur Price, 59, Christchurch Street, Ipswich.

H.H111, Kingawood, Capel Road, Clydach, Swanszea,

Hon,Ssecretary:~ A,
Hon.Ass't Sea:= J, M.Davies, 32 Heol-y-Deri, Rhiwbina, Cerdiff.
Hon, Treasurap:- C,E,Hill, Penlee, Heol Caerhys, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.




- 80UTH WALHES CAVING CLUB.

To All Members. ; May, 1950,

Annual General Meeting: This was held during the Easter Meet, when
Officers and Committee were elected as fellows:=

President:- Dr.F.d.Nerth, F.G.S.
Vice-¥resident:- Brig. E.A. Glennie, C.l.E.,D.S.0.
Chairman: - J. M. Davies.

Hen.Secretary:- A. H, Hill,
Hen,Treasursr:- C. =. Hill.

Commitiga:- Miss Gwyn Tudcr, l.iss Yeggy Hardwidge
- ~ and Ceclin Jenkins.

" i (co~cpted under Rule 20) E. J. Mason.
Hon.lembers:- liessrs. T.Ashwell Morgan, J. L. Morgan,

=.Downey, C.Powell, Mr.« Mrs. David Prics.

Three new appcintments have been mads -

Cettage tiarden:- Colin Jenkins.
Tackls lanagep:=- P.I.W.Harvey.
Records Ofiicer: D.C.V.Moora.

Amendments to Rulses:- Vigitors may use club facilities three times,
or at the discreticn cof ths Committeas,
Visitors shall pay 50% above club rates.

Secretary's Repcrt:~ The Secretary reported a gratifying incresse
in local membsrsnip of the club, which remained in the region of
70, despite tne regresttable resignations »f some of the old stalwarts
whe found it impossible to continue membarship.

He recalled with pleuasure the highly successful Cave Research
Greup Meeting at Cardiff last May and the 8xcellent arrangsments
made by our President, Dr. licrth, with ths co-operaticn ci the
National Mussum cf Wales. Ths Club was privilegsd to have as a
member, Brig.Z,A.Glsnnis, who had devetsd so much time to his
special investigaticns in Ogof Ffynnon Ddu, ths results of which
had been so well publishad by the C.R.G.

Main cave finds were those at Llathrid, Gewsr, and at Llangattock
Quarries with the entry of Agen Allwedd. The viork cf survey cf
caves ln the area had ccntinued, and a very determined attempt to
pass the Bouldsr Chcke in Ffynnon Ddu nhad nct yet bornse the success
which it deserved. It was most desirable that the intsrest of
members sheould sxtsnd beycnd attendance at the monthly club trip,
and that this shculd be the beginning and not the snd cf caving fer
. ancther menth.

It was unfortunately necessary to report that the Chairman,
Dr. Hudscn, found it impcssible to stand for re-electicn owing to
pressurs cf vcrk. Fcor similar reasons, the Treasurer, Phll Duncan
had also bsen compslled to give up, and Colin Hill had ably rilled
this pocst., The report ended with a vote of thanks tc Mr.& Mrs. Price
and all who had sc genercusly supported the Club during the past year.

TIreasurer's Report:- The Tresasurer reported that funds stood at

£46, 18, 0d, an increasa of £13., 5. 0d over the provious year. Copiss
of the acccunts were circulated to thas mesting. He precpecssd that

£35. 0. 0d should be placed immsdiately as a Sinking Fund, that thers
sheculd bs a tightening oz arrangements with officers handiing club's
mensy, and for the signing of the cottags beok. All the preposals
were accepted unanimecusly.

Easter Mest:- Uncertain wdathar, accompanied by rain and high winds,
somewhat damped the enthusiasm of mombers, but dig nct sericusly upsst
operaticns, Ths werk at ths Beulder Cheks {0.F.D.) was carried to a
negative cenclusien. A nand-line was fixed round tha ledges to ths
Maypcle Serics to facilitats entry of this interesting section withcut
using the Maypcle. Other trips included Pant Mawr Pot and Dan-yr-Cgof.

centd.ees
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Archaeological cperations were continued at Ogof yr Esgyrn,
where work has reached the clearing-up stage, but is still likely
to last ancther twc years. The rock shelter below ths cave was
dug withcut result. -

Penwyllt:- Two most promising reports have recently come in of the
noise of a large volums of water flowing beneath the surface, abcut
half-a-mile frem the village. In one case, a deg entered a hols
and its barking seemed tc bs lost in a large cavsrn. The checking
of these reports and digging cperaticns, if feound practical, will
be one of the important tasks to be performed at ths dhitsun Meet.
Voluntesrs will bs needed. .

Ogof Ffynnon Ddu:- During a recent visit, members of the Birmingham
Cave and Crag Club fcund a new rcute from the Crystal Chamber
(Waterfall 3eriaes) to the Crnycn avoiding the descent of the 60ft,
Pot. Alsc a new passage connecting the drop from magle's Neat to
Stream Passage.

Circulars:- At the A.G.M. 1t was agreed that the pericdical
circulars should be enlarged to give members more detailed inform-
ation abcut activities and caves, new and old. Members are invited
to send in reports oI anything of interest for publication in
circulars. VWhen deing so they should clearly indicate that the
material is for publicaticn.

Records:- Now that a Reccrds Officer has bsen appeinted, members
are asked to bring tc notice all those interesting things which
they have observed from time to time, and which shculd be given
wrltten refsrence for future checking., They may communicats
direct with D.C.V.Nocre, Cwmdwr, Clydach, Swansea, or with the
Secretary.

Programme:- May 27 - 30. Whitsun Meet, at Glyntawe,

June 11th, Ogof y ci, Pentsarn, nr. Merthyr Tydfil.
Meet at the Station at 10.30 a.m.
Those requiring or offering transport,
pleass advisa,

During the summer it is hoped to arrange several camping week-sends.

New Membgrs:- M.J.Unwin, Oaklands, S3taines Hill, Sturry,
_ Nr.Canterbury, Kent,
D.G.Saunders, 44 Down Street, Clydach, Swansea.
W.H.Donnan, 29 Cowper Road, Redland, Bristol 6.
W.Rey Midwinter, 8 Tittenscr Road, Clayton Zstate,
Newcastlse, Staffs,

Your Secretary regrets delay in publicatlon of this circular, cowing
to a combination of circumstances beyond his control.

Subscripticns for the new yoar are now dus.

Hon,Secretary:- A.H.Hil1ll, Kingswood, Capel Rcad, Clydach, Swanssa.
Hon,Trsasursr:- C.3.H111, Yenles, Heol Caernys, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.
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| SOUTH__ WALES _CAVING _GLUB.
TQ ALL MENDTRS. June, 1950,

OGOF_FFYNNON DDU: Tt is indeced strange that popular articles on caving
always mention Yorkshire, Derbyshire and Vendip caves, but seldom, if
ever, the caves of South ales., With contimied exploration since its
entry in 1946, Ogof "fynnon Ddu rust now, surely, rank with the finest
caves of' the country, 'hen more attention is given to the numerouy
other caves in the area, 1t is reasonable to expect extensions and new
discoveries on a comparable scale,

At Whitsuntide, a party led by Lewis Railton, forced Low's passage
and entered a new serics of varying magritude and estimated at 1,200
Teet in length,

This mojor elfort was breceded on the 27th and 28th May by survey
work and the forcing of gevepcl small passages in the Maypole Series,
and lIncluded entry of a Wwell=decorated chambepr - Flowstone Grotto,

On the 2%th, attention was given to the boulder choke in Low's
pessage. TLittle and Railton climbed to the top of the boulders, but
failed to squeesze through them, although noting that the stone over their
heads was the only object between them and a vast black space. As &
last resort, it was decided to blast the two boulders which blocked the
vway., This was successfully accomplished with 7 ©t, fuse which burned
for four minutes, givigg ample time for retreat down the boulder slopea,
The boulder slope was rbund Lo continue ahead, but to dead-end to the
left, although thers seeéms to be 2 ledge some 25 ft, up the right-hand
wall which appears %o become n passage over the chock-stone of the
dead=end, At the top of the other slope is «o relatively low passage
with a right turn giving access to a circular chamber about LO Tt, in
diameter, Herec follows - cravl and suspected bat droppings were first
noticed, "...... the now Sbaclous passage has a floor of dry mad and
boulders, snc on the ' right~hend side 1lie mumbers of broken-off straws
over waich, in ploces, hnve grovn quite lorge stalagmites, The Turther
We went, the more impreogive the scenc became, nnd before long we found
that the only way on wes an a ledge on the right-hand side, to be
Tollowed by the erocsing of a humge boulder bridge over a2 drop that
appeared to be some L0O-50 Tt, deeps  The roof at this int just about
disapperrs., In a for yards, we were at the cdge of ~ short stal.
covercd boulder slopc, from herc, there appenred to be three ways on -
left, helf-left, and forwerd., From a promising junction, things started
to peter cut in boulders, left, right and centre, The nether regions
Were, however, again obscrved through some boulders in the floor and at
the end of the passage in o wall, Some degree of inter-connection of
this lower series wns esteblished by the party splitting up and hurling
down stones, The bessoge up the ceream stel, slope terminated in =
narrow upwerd squceze, Tollowed 2y « crawl, (Here, on obstructing small
boulder had to be rollcd out of the way)., Then o few yards over stones
lends to o squeeze by the lefit=hend wall which must be entercd feet
first to copec with o smeld drop, This lends to o smoll sSpace too low
to stand in, with o smoll patch of dry sand in onc corner. Iere agoin,
were observed onec or two Suspccted bat droppings, Scmples were
collected for examinntion. If, insteand or dropping down the sguceze,
one pushcs straight on, there is an cXceedingly stecp slope of apparent
80il ond smoll reugh stoncs which come in from the right and shoot down
in front for some 10 - 15 fect .

Some 3% hours were spent in th
after the names of the party of R
made this excellent discovery,

(From Repert by C, Lewis Railton, which will be filed in Records),

e
i
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is series which is being cnlled "RAWILM
ailton, Afford, Wild, and Little, who

‘The Frog:~- Reccently o smnall frog wos found clinging to the wall by the

L
upstream sump, It wos rceuoved to H,Q, where it lived in 2 jempot for
a week before rclease, YMory Honzelton rcports that frogs ore not of
biological interest, nnd hove been found in caves frem time to time,
Which they mny, in fact, enter ns tadpoles, (The usunl cotinsc chorges
Were waived in this ense, much to the Trensurer's regret). Mary
Buspecis the reported bet droppings (above) may be of mouse tribe -
& skeleton of shreow-mousc naving been found in the cave prcviously.
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DAN-YR-OGOF: Of intercst is the recent colouring of the R.Llynfell
issuing from Drn-yr-ogof., On 16th Moy it ran o strong red colour;
clesred slightly on the 17th, but then continued until the 21st,
finnlly eclearing on the 22nd, Local inhabitants say this does happen
at infreguent intervals. The broim, peaty colour during flood, and the
milky colour during drought are both well-known. The latter is consid-
ered due to collapse of dricd sandbanks, and its appearance is locally
considered to hersld roin. Dr. North writes: "..... What you say about
the change of colour nt Don-yr—ogof is difficult to explain from the
armcheir s....... The salmon-red colour rother suggests the presence of
oxide of iron., You may hove noticed thet the stagnont weter in associae-
tion with pect us dften red, due to suspended iron oxide. Indeed, only
yesterdey when I was on the moorland cbove the Hepste, looking for
exposures of glaciated rocks, I saw quite large tracts of red water in
shallow pools, Thesec wWere on the Millstone, which is well Jointed, sna
the region is one where swollow-holes and the depressions indicative of
collepse are abundant, It would be quite easy to imagine a froacture of
8 Weak roof that would allow such water to drzin into an underground
channel, On the other hend, an accurulation of such water underground
might, at any time, be drown off by syphon acction, If this heppens
again, it would be as well to teke o rmple of the water and try and
filter some of it in order to collect o fair amount of the colouring
material",

Report from Brynmawr Arca by Brian D, Price.

The following caves hove been locrted near Cwmavon, 2m, south of
Bleenavon townrds Pontypool. Lenve car or 'bus by Pontypool Reservoir
(Weside of rocd nbove Cumavon) ,

Ginger's Cove(provoscd none) in Ginger's Quarry (local neme). Hign
up Z, side of valley olmost opposite rescrvoir, Several openings in
quarry. Not explored.

Jockdaw Cove in Jockd w Quarry is immedintely above top railway line
on west side of valley ovposite reservoir,

Rising on mountain slope just E, of road and opposite the top end of
reservoir coptured by Pontypool W.V, Water flows into reservoir,
Digging not favoured.

Atersychon ~ Vague runour of a cave.,

Clydonch Vnlley

Coal Tnr Cave - 32/200122 - not on limestone = artificeal.

Ffynnon Gisfacn - 32/206123 - large spring on S.Bank of R,Clydach.
Other strong springs on the N, bank. These springs hove never been
known to abote, and it scems obvious that they ere fed by the vast
underground rescrvoir of thec limestone, fed by Llengattock Moor, Water
in the caves at Llangattock flows south and this would seem to be the
principal outlet, Ffynnon Gisfecen is ot the very top of the limestone
which outerops for nearly a mile dewnsiresom, A dig near Ffynnon
Giefeen is in progress. ie

Agen Allwedd: Explorntions of 27th fay.

Small tunnecl to L., 30 yords in, partly explored; peters out, but
smnll vertical shafts not cxplored,

About 100 yards in a norrow Tissure lends to o roomy cavern strewn
with boulders., 4 smell hole in floor to left lecads to n lower chember
with silted floor ond triekle of Woter inwords which scems to confirm
very similer conditions ot for end of Ogof Gom nerrby. (A connection
between thc two caves scems prooable), Progreesing inweords, three
tunnels to the R. and one to L. branch off the_main way., Two go a leng
waye. The one from vhich the stream flows (the stiren which is followed
going inwards for the rest of the cave) on the right, scems to be
making in the direction of the Foxholes, waich are 300 yards N,W, of
dgen Lllwedd., One tunncl which someone has marked, "Dangerous", has
its upper hrlf still ¢ aked with 81lt in which are large boulders,
ready to descend on the unvory.

The boulder choke nt the for end of the cave (about 460 ynrds from
entronce) as o veriteble rabbit warren underneanth, which requircs
extreme core, Underncath, one can follow the streom further, and also
a tributary Dbackvwords .some Weys According to estimates, Wacn .Rudd,
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the very lerge subsidence in the moor, is somcwhere over this boulder
choke, cnd it would secm probeble. that the cave led once to a large
choamber which fell in,

Two points to wotch when exploring: a strong E. wind couses such
-a terrific droaught in the entrance passeges, that it 1s impossible
to kcep o¢ven an acetylene lamp olight on ocensions. The party found
they werc so tircd when cmerging, that it become very difficult to
negotiate the tunnels , and they recommend carrying cmcrgency food
and torches, and that all parties should inform thcir whercabouts
before cntcring the cave,

Foxholcs - mentioncd above - further digging nceded,

Ciom Claisfer: Several "Potholes" marked on 6" map examined ond
found to bc of usucl type. '

e e mm e s e e ae e es s e

Penwyllt: The cave-~entrance, méntioned in last clreular, wae dug

out at Whitsuntide, and a small, but interesting system was entered,
totel estimoated length, 75 ft. Voice connection was made with another
cave some 10 yards awny., Two small passoges in the cave might "go"

if' opened up enough to allow pagssage of the human form,

Location « 22/862158,

Cottage: The nmount of clectricity uscd, and the consequent cost, is
excessive., L11 ucers of the cottage are asked to exercise the
greatest ecconomy in thie dircction, and not to leave switches on in
rooms not in use, :

£

De=reotionin. of petrol: Since the last circular, all motorists have
heaved a great sigh of rclief over the ronclusion of pctrol rationing,
In this difficult arce, the restrction of transport hes controlled
our activities more, perhaps, than we have realised, but in future,
the accusation thet members spend too mich time at Craig-y-Nogs should
be heard a little less, Car-members will now be able to incresse
their assistance to members, and your Committece feels it would be a
nice gesturc if mcocmbers offcred to make a contribution to runaning
expenses,

Omission: The report of thc A.G.M, did not include an amendment to
Rule 9 passcd at the meeting, This rule is now, "The Committee shall
have power to susvpend or cxpel any member for nny brench of any rule,
or whom, for any other reason, the Committee shrll consider unfit %o
be a member, the member concerned sholl, however, have the right to
appeal to an extroordinary gencral meeting. 4 Such member shall not

be eligible upon cxpulsion for introduction as a visitor,

Committee: Dr, 4.,J. Hudson has nccepted nominntion to the Committee
under Rule 20, as Cave Rescue Leader,

Subseriptions: Members are reminded thot subscriptions for the currmnt
year are overdue; and the Trensurer will be glad to receive all oute
standing as soon as possible, Rates - Full Nembers 4 3/-

Junior Members 5/-.

Circulars: This ecircular is the first of the enlarged form as
approved at thc /4.G.M. The length of any cirecular is left to the
discretion of the Secrctary, but therc is always rocm for your
report, and other members arc cager to Lnow what you are doing,

If you wish to epen up diccussion on caving matters in cireulars,
please do so 411 reports and lettcrs for publication should be
clearly indicated - "For publieation",

Reports shou ce facturl, oud closely connected with caving, and,

es far as possible, frec from the rclation of incidents which are not
of general interecst.

.
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PROGRANMME: July 8th and 9th. Gower week-end.,

The main objective for this week-end will be the re-opening
of Llethrid Cave and further exploration, Also, if time cr size
of party permits, examination of other promising swallets and
cave-entrances in Gower.

Colin Jenkins has very kindly offered use of Poplar Cottage,
near Port Eynon, and situated at the top of the hill legding to
Horton, next to liethodist Chapel., Each member must bring food,
bedding, cup and saucer, knife, fork, and spoon.

+ Members should assemble at the cottage after L.30 p.m.
but main ceving operation will take place on the Sunday, leaving
at 9.30 a.m, sharp for Llethrid, where work will commence at
10.15 a.m. .
Names to the Secretary immediately, please.

July 22nd/23rd., Visit of Wessex Cave Club to Penybont,

The Wessex Club will have priority in use of the H.Q. this
week~end, and there is no guarantee that our own members will
find accommodation there.

August Bank Holiday, Aug.5th/8th. Usual Holiday Meet.

Tripzs: Aug.b6th Dan-yr-Ogof (subject to owners' permissicn)
Aug.7th Fwll Swnd and/or Easter Cave, near Brynemman,
Transport will be required for this trip.

Aug.20th - Llangattock Caves - Eglwys Faen & Agen Allwedd.,
: Hect outside Monmouth School Headquarters at
10.30 aum, -

Sept.’»d., - Ogof y ci, Pontsarn, Nr. Merthyr Tydfil,
Meet Pontsarn Station, 10.30 a.m.

Archaeoclc ;lcol Section:- The excavation of Minchin Hole will be
continued, uzder leadership of Ted Mason, between July 29th and
August 12th, The main party will be staying at Eynons Ford,
Reynoldston,

Hon.Secretary:- A.H.Hill, Kingswood, Capel Road, Clydach, Swansea.
Hon.Treasurer:- C,E,Hill, Penlee, Heol Caerhys, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.
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Officers and Committee join in wishing all members a bright and
prosperous New Yenr.

Blub Dinner: A number of members have supported the suggestion thsat

We should hold a Club Dinner. After much consideration of the problems
f long-distance members in returning home, or finding overnicht accom-
odation anywhere in South Wales, it has been decided to hold the firet
Dinner at Pen-y-cae where the usuval club accommodation will be available

¢ The proposed date is February 3rd, at 7 p.m. The monthly club
itip will Tollow on the Lth February.

[ As this is a first veanture, and it is impossible to forecast how
8y members will wish to attend, it is essential that we should ktnow
medistely whether you will be coming., Will you vlesse make a special
oint of advising the Secretary by return if you are coiming, so that
frangements may nroceed.

outh Hostels Association: The Welsh Region of Y.H.A. offers s gpeeial
Bncescsion to all members of the Club who join Y, H,A.

B lichibers of 8.9.C.C., on officisl trips snd expeditions, will be
llowed to take cars to Youth FHostels in the ares during the slack
griod of the year. This period is reckoned as October to dJuly, but
feludes Eastcr and Whitcuntide. ITn all cases it will be necessary to
ise the Hostel Warden in advance of the visit, end, with the

eption of the "no-car" rule, the usual rules of hostelling will

Pply during such visits.

All hostel wardens have been informed of the arrangerent which has
één made possible throuch the good relations which exist between Y.II,A.
fld ourselves. The South Wales Regional Y.H.A. Conmittee is aware of
difficulties in coverines the area adequately, particularly in winter
jen camping is not practical. This is also s time when those hostels
flich remein cpen are very little used.

B There are conveniently situated hostels at Crickhowell, Ystrasd-
ellte, Storey Arms, Llandeussant, Cilibion (Cower), Port Eynon (Gower)
ic. In addition, a new hostel st Tenby will be opened in the Spring.

t most of these evening meal and breskfast msy be obtazined by previous
raer,

To obtain the maximum bhenefit from this concegssion it is obviously
g8irable that recular members of the club should join Y.H.A. when it
ould be possible to base some of oup monthly club trips at hostels.
oir Secretary will be plessed to supply Turther details,



drestricted cave digging in Yorkshire.

At the Annual General Meeting of the Cave Research Group, attentio
Wes drawn to the large asmount of promiscuous cave digging in Yorkshire,
fome of the excavations were 30 feet or more 1n depth, and s source
of danger to walkers and sheep, being entirely without fencing. Farmers
gnd land apents apgreed that there was no objection to digging underteken
With proper supervision and necessary precautions by recognised clubs.

While we sincerely trust we hsve not erred in this manner we must
gt 811 times dig with discretion.

Sof Ffynnon Ddu - Preservation of Cave Fauna & Flora.

Since a bridge has been put across the circular hole in Pluto's
Bath, msny find it more convenient to use this route to and from
Btream Passage, instead of going through the Bye Pass,

.~ This means a good deal of traffic down the stalammite slope leading
ﬁunthe Bath. This slope is the home of sn interesting and perhaps
tire, water fungus or mould, and of a cave species of Asellus which

geds on it. Too much tramplins on these may render both extinct. May
88k those who follow this route to take the following precautions:-

1. Avoid stepping on the top rim of the stalagmite slope and

leave a margin of at least a foot at the top margin of the slope.
2, Keep to one path only down the centre of the slope.

Specimens of the fungus and Ascllus have been taken for identi-
fleation, Club members are ssked not to collect any more.
E.A.Glennie (21.10.50).,
_(Tmzbridge would apoear to have been only s temporary feature, but
B route has somctimes been used by long-legged members, In view of
} above pernaps we could all use the Bye Pass route in future, and
8 ensure the preservation of these interesting specimens - AJH.H,)

BReseerch Group: Effactive January

Pership suvscrintion is reduced from
Jings, This ste» has been taken in the hope that it will result

BNy more cavers joining the C.R.G. 1In so doing, they will be
gd to their own copies of all C.R.G. publications without charge
ﬁin‘have the satisfaction of knowino that they are supporting a

P which is working steadily for the sccumulation of speleological
eﬁge.

1st 1951, the individual
Two Guineass to Twenty-Five

}Smmra] worth-while publicstions are on the way including those
@ve-survey and Cave- terminology.

For the coming year the secretary of C.R.G. is

E. A, GLENIIE,
Seaton House,
Shrublands Road,
Berkhamsted,
HERTS,
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erations - 1.10.4%0 ~ Onof~coed-cae, Nhonoyr-isaf, Pen-y-cae.

¢ Mr. Cyril Powell reported that a hole had opened up in the field
?ﬁndtﬁs farm. This was widened by John Barrows and with the aid of
ladder he went down into a stream-passage below.

D, Coase, P. Hardwidge, Jean Phillips and Colin Jenkins went down
rough anproximately 10 feet of clay-bound boulders into the stream
B8age. The stream was found to be flowing under s bedding plene,
hwas fed additionally by a waterfall from the adjoining swallet and
Water feeding through impassable rifts,

A specimen of rock was brought up and Mr. Powell identified this
‘rotten~-stone” which was worked in this area 70 years ago for the
facture of brass polish. This name proved very appropriaste as the
e was found to be unstable and the rock walls crumbled very easily.
face opening was L' dismeter, depth of floor of cave 15' and

Iorable 1enrtn ¢ i1 : S '

Mir, Powell intends filling in the hole which is dangerous to cattle
L buman beings. The cave is close by, and probably connects, through
il passages, Ogof-y-Gardd, entry of which is reported on p.lL. of
last circular (September 1950).

Colin Jenkins.

—

pet from B, D, Price. 23,11.50.

%50 Excursion to Ogof Cam and Agen Allwedd. Three went down each,
jﬂiuhcd comﬂunlcatlon between the end of Ogof Gam and the 'mud
iber' in A,A, {which is down small) hole to left Trom where one

ges from fissure into large cavera). Could talk to one snother
ough there is no sir conne CtiOU, strcam disappearing in Ogof Gsm
€l to be the one issuinz in mud chamber by green dye. Hence

Gem is really the uootraam continuation of Agcﬂ Allwedd.

_50 Pirst saw cave in R. bank of Clydach Valley, below Gellil

0 Halt and only a Tew yards above river., Stream issues, entrance
¥erhanging and awkward to entor. Known by local boys, say it

in "z long way". -

50. Exsmined last cave a little way in - strong 'fang! formation
3118 from phrestic solution. Did not go Tar in.

50, Two of us dug sump at end of Ogof Gem to enter inner chamber
I first entered in 1945, Made roomy the entrance, which however,
ally flooded! To enter, block pipe in dam to stop inflow, then
Saucepan tacl. over dam, Saucepan is in water., We dug

gh deepest st the near end, so that on valing it will be

ely emptied, The comhunlcatlods established on September 16th
ough this inner cnamoeq, although we did not enter it then,

re cannot be much left to dig.

0. Inspecting the 'foxholes' (N.W. of Agen A]lwedd) and found
ice our excavations last Christmas a ]argo eraocunt of dry bracken

8 ceen put back in. TFarmers say uadwers definitely breed there,
bon digging is terrifiec,
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%ggort from B, D. Price (Contd).

19,11,50. Down Acen Allwedd.
}t1" 0zs. Tluorescein in Ysen Rudd,
e moor slmost immedistely above, and, followed in,
tolour was observed though we did not Jeave until 2 p.m,

ave exemined including the streams under boulder choke,

Party went in 9.0 a.m, Shortly after I
which is an active swallet in

No sign of any
A11 vparts of

The la%t turning to
g cave issues {we tnrm
eurious and wet region where the

the right, from wnicl the largest stream of
it 'stresm pessage’) we explored backwards to
water falls from above and the walls
Pe heavily verticelly dissolved, with loose blocks about. This we
ully expected to be rreﬂn, but it wss not. On the wsy to this, is a
lgirly lofty chamber with an enormous vertical mudbank on the r. bank
;mreobv1ouqu the originsel mud filling has been washed away, This
gems quite unigue, it is about 18' sheer, and someone unknown has
récted and left there an extremely ricketty wooden 'ladder' mede of a
gntrel upright with cross pieces, but it is too short. The formation
ight to be photogrephed guickly before it is destroyed.

. The escerpment by A.A, faces ¥.E. and so Waen Rudd, being directly
hind is S.W, of A.A, It seems likely that A.A. runs S, (this is the
irection of Ogof Gam) so Waen Rudd pOoalb]V enters another cave

IPther West Foxholes!

scords Report No, 1, by D, W, Jenkins,

I date 78 caves have been listed, 17 plans obtsined and s file on
f Pfynnon Ddu completed During the next few months a file on
n-yr-ogcf snould also be completed,

n the index cards of the caves so far listed there are many blank
fpaces to be filled in. I propose to publish in c¢lub circulars s list
@lled "Information Regquired". The first of these follows this report.

. Thanks are due to all those members who have already gilven valuable
gBlstance. At the ssme time may I stress the need for the co- ~operation
b everyone to ensure the ccmpilation of complete records. Probably
:;topreqaure of work in other directions, some members have not
giponded to requests for information. It will be grestly appreciated
they can send me a postcard ctating whether they can supply the
?Onmmlon required, even if they ca nnot give detalls until a more
onvenient time.

As far as possible information should be sent in under the follow-
headings which are those of the index cards -

1, M=o reference B e - - - N - - e = -

. 0.S5.Sheet s owmwe 2 4 owe s B s koo w
3. Altitude. 8. Historical data.

b, Name of cave. 9. fTackle required.

5, Length 10. Sprecial remarks,

6. Liability to flood. 11. Description of cave,
. Position. ' 12. Bibliogrsphy.

There is also a2 heading for the techniesl
#l remain open pending the deci a comaittee formed to
? matter., " The views of members on this guestion will be

sion of

ever.

standsrd of cave, but this
consider
apprecisted



encths of the followin
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fnformation Noquired' 0.

gL -

BE. 2297 2. L.
E. 2591 Be B
N, 2162 N.
. 2863

N.

olis7
2128

2591
2153

[P

']_c

Owin-pwll=y~rhyd, Hospitsl Cave, Mewslade
marry Cave, Porth-yr-ogof, Spritsail Tor Cave, Stouthall Cave.

3-

7.

femes snd all relevant information for

E.
N,

B,
N.

ences of Bob's Way Cave in Yorton's Quarry, Oystermouth;
) Say Bone Cave, Culver Hole (Three Chimneys Cave), Guthole (Gower)
iston Cwm Csve; Stembridge Cave (Cheriton).

1] relevant information about Bob's Way Cave (as above), Castell Craig
¢ Ruydaon (Rel. B.o0ub5, 11.2356), Crubin Cave No. 2, Foxhole near
Pennard; Foxhole (Poxhole Slade near Rhossilli); Ilston Cwm Cave,
tembridge Cave (Cheriton); Stouthall Cave; Tom Nicholl's Hole.

caves whose map refs. are -

2509 L., E. 2511
215 N, 29L5
26556 8, E. 2852

2176 N. 2157

D.W.Jenkins, Flat L, The Central,
Ilandrindod Wells, Radnorshire.

fhange of Address; J. Rign, 26 Longlands Avenue, Heysham, Lancs,

flen Year's Resolutions.

enthusiasm of the keenest maomber.

w,H.Little, 29 Wrekin Road, Wylde Green, Sutton

Coldfield, Warcs.

David @.J.Hunt, 19 John Street, Resolven, Nr.Neath..
John R,M.Truman, 5 Neath Roacd, Crynsnt, Glam.

No anology is needed for the heading of this little note. It is
gppropriste that we should think of our efforts in the past year and
gonsider our hopes for 1951,

The continued bad weather of the last six months has damped the
Plans for exploretions and digging
have h2d to be cancelled repeatedly owing to deplorable westher con-
ditions. Therefore, wc must first hope Tor better weatner snd the
delightful spell of Summner weather which usually visits South Wales in
Pebrusry and March., Then we must regain our enthusiasm for serious
work, There is much to be done.
The "Ladies" Diz at Penwyllt is
prohibits excursions further afield.
8 conclusion - nositive or negative.
results, elthough disanpointing, are
gbout swallet possibilities.

conveniently at hand when time

This must be pushed forward to

Let us not forget that negative
important in leading to conclusions
: ‘It is reasonable to expect a further mile
of passages to be found in Ogof Ffynnon Ddu when the right place hsas
been struck. Thic dis holds considerable promise, If it fails we

mst try again elsewhere.

R 0 i s 2t i



i Yesr's Resolutions (Contd).

During the latter part of the war much digging was done at a very
omising spot on Cribarth Mountain., There is more thsn a little
thusiasm among those who then worked there for the recommencement of
grations, To the layman Cribarth seems so distorted geologically

gt the nature of any cave which may be entered there is beyond com-

ghension. It could be vast - but what cdo the geoclogists of the Club
ink sbout it?

Although we may not bellieve local stories that the water issuing
Llygad Llwchwr is coming from the Fan Pool, it is, nevertheless,

g drainage water from quite a lsrge srea. Do we really believe that
g known part of Llwchwr is the limit?

Ffrydiau Twrch? Another considerable spring. A few years ago
used to watch the water issuing from the Black Well (Ffynnon Ddu)
bwe wondered what lay behind it. Now we know, snd the result has
en pleasure to hundreds, not excluding the scientists who have found

0l of interest therein, Even the srchaeologists had their day! Why
‘the same at Pfrydisu Twrch?

} Thoughts of Llwchwr recall the Cave Diving Group's visit there
;rshocklng conditions, Dan-yr-ogof still holds the secret of its
lgrground water-course Exploration of the cave shows places which _
it yield to digging, although it would seem that the hydraulic forces
Pein src so great that efforts might well be rccovered with the

08lts which so quickly accumulste there. Diving at the Fourth Lake

it well unlock the door to the two miles of cave which must lie

?;dthe present limits., Events at Peak Cavern could be repeated

Va

;erever We look we are confronted with problems crying out for
iiML The Vale of Neath, Penderyn and Llangattock abound with

ging poss 'hilitieu. Those who do not like digging will find there is
1 to be done in obhenr directions -~ numerous caves requiring survey,

B "known" about which we know little, rumours of caves to be checked,
jhis circular the Records Officer asks for information about some of

¢ lesser known caves. Every member can help with this work. In

3 Bphere alone we have enough to keep us busy for guite a long time,
series "Our Caves" has been well received but it cennot go on

finitely without the completion of more and more plans., In survey-

the scope of our efforts we must not forget the caves of Cower and
Pokeshire, so far much neglected,

‘Let us, therefore, begin 1951 with the determination to make this
utstanding year {or new discoveries, survey and contributions to

rds, ILet us work with a will and, win or lose, we shall, at lcast,
Pthe catisfaction of trying.

AH.H,



Programme

14th, Lesser Garth and Iron Mines,
Meet Yuys Bridge, Teff's Well, 11 a.m.

Llygad Llwchwr, (This trip may be altered to suit
¥rom H.Q. 9.30 a,memembers attending Anmual Dinner)

Ogof TFawr, Penderyn,
Meet Lamb Ian, Penderyn st 11 a.m,

;S°=+—  Raster lieet and A.G,M,

ur Caves" 1o, 2, accompanies this cirecular. It is intended to

tendardize as far as vossible on quarto paper, so that the series
0 be kept in a handy file, :

i, members be interested in buying s file through the Club, if one
il be obtained at reasonable price?

lis series will, no doubt,
b members will be welcomed.,

88 again undertaken duplicati
:‘:: n ]

improve with each issue and the suggestions
Our thanks are due to Brisn Price, who
on and lay-out including the location

M.Secretary:- A H.HilT, Kingswood, Capel Road; Clydach, Swanses.

B.Ireasurer: - C.E.Hill, Penlee, Heol Caerhys, Rhiwbina, Cardirff.



SOUTH WALES CAVING CLUB
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To all members ) e 4 cﬂhngg 1951

The Limestone Ares of the @orest of
: Dean

-—.—-—---.---.-.—-.-_.—-.-.._--—n—-_.---d_.._..-._._‘-_.-..—-.-——-

. The. limestone runs from Caerwent and the Severn near
Chepstow nor thwardz, to turn’ like a quostion-mark round Symond's
Yat and lLiitche ldean and back through Ruspidgao. The Northern
half is a rim, as in Wales, surrounding the coal-measures.
"The Geology of the Forust of Dean Coal and Iron-Ore PFigld"
(H.M.5.0., 1942) givoes the zoncs as Whitchead leustonc on top,
next Crease Limestonc (which contains the iron- ore), thon
Lowor Dolomitc, with Lovwcer Limcetonc Shalcs at tho bottom,
roesting on 0lLd Rcd eandstonc. Theousual rcason given for tho
dearth of egavos in tho iforcst is that iron has cither fille
the. cavitice or roplaccd the limestone. This will bxplaln th
Creasc Limestone, but not the othcr thruu zZoncs.

Most of thes go-called 'Caves', 1ike Woxon Par' Ceves!' are
old iron-mines. Iron hag been workud from pru—ROde timee until
the 19th century. Some mince wcrc re-opencd in the. 1914 mar, and
one minc {(at Sling) was workad in tho last war, eclosing in 19495.
For thoss who like to explorc mlnuo, thure arc many cxtensive and
interesting workings. Somc of tho best arc fhe Noxon Park mines
botwocen Noxon Farm and Clemcnt's Tump (LR. 588067) or the.Dovil's
Chapel, 4 milc out of Brcam on the Lydncy roed (cnter at the
bottom‘of the small hill, whorc a gato says 'private road': beware
of a tirceome solf-appointod zuide). The hacmatite will etain
onc's clothes Wod-red, : , .

Thore are cave-nhgltor: and caves, partly naturel and partly
mincd, ncar Symond's Yat. -On the Hergford side, in a col betwaoen

ﬂw tmo Doviard hl*lg, is o line of naturcl cave-gheltors, of which
King Arthur'c cave i=s the biggest. Thie wece inhabited from.
MHugn;31n1t1mco, and centuined boncs of most.of the Ec l eclithic
faunc. It was firet dug up, upccioptiLically, in 187 ana the

old epoil heap (the vart ncarcet the cave) will yicld bomoe ond pigmy
flints to thc chancc scratcher. I have faund part of a bono
harvoon. Tho dig was complotad botwcen the ware: by Brlctol
University S.S5. Tnuro arc goveral similar shelidore on tho poth
leeding upwarde. In the guarry ct the top, recent u\CU"”tlcnu

to house a crusning plant reovcealed o emall cove in which rhinocceros

5

boncs woerc found. Lhurb is a cava. .in the anrrJ wihich cannot be

C
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gpened until Governmcnt red-tope reloxces cnd cnablee the

quarry owncr to complcetc his:machindry. ° Those cavee arc
similerly shoped (as zre those on the other side of the river)
with a bell mouth, and cshort pascages inside quickly narrewing
to become impacsable. Brigadier Glennie would ascribe their
mouthe to ‘the swirling cction of a stream into which they
opened {as proved by the pebbles of zlien rock excavated from
them), and believes thut mone arc likely to have large passages
which 'go'. Hearer Symend's Yot, just before the wiro rope
bridee arc "Dripping Wells 'Caves'", tyo horizontel mine shafts
going stroight :for 100 cnd for 75 yarde, of no intercst
axcept to the cattle which use them ce unofficicl sitsbles.
fbove thom is a !petrifying' epring, which covers twigs in ‘the
wsual woy with calcitc depoelt, of the =omc composition znd un-
bttractivenees as the fur in o Xettlo.. Further on up in the
oliff ie anothor palacclithic cave-shelier, Merlin's Cavo.

On the Gloucester side, starting Irom Yat Rock in the Mon-
Mouth direction, and izeeping along the base of the gliff,"a
number of caves will be found, varying from badger's dens a
fow feot long to sevéral caves c¢f about 100 feet, and -one mine,
1Bowler's Hole!' of 300 feet. It ig herd to be sure what is
gotural cavity and what is workings: of . 'the.old men'l - The
mouths of some caves, vell-sheped like King Arthur's, show
tream action. Many circular pot-like chambers), several
Eifts too narrow to venetrate, und one chamber vhich was -
illed nearly .to the roof by clay, with a calcite floor above
mntil minors broke through it, show thct therc were cavitics
in addition to the pockets of iron. Furthcr downstream, in
%ady Park wood, high in the cliff directly oppositce Biblings
0dge, is an intoresting iron-minc, which may bave utilised
gome natural cavities; | it wes worked oy the Romane and ra-
workred aftor the 1914 war, -All theeo caves;of Symonde Yat
aroa ore in the Crecso (iron beoring) Limestone horizon. In
the wintor Losscr Horso-shoe bats will be fournd in solitary
pibornation in most of tho caves; no other epecics has becn
found. : ot .

There is a small cave passagé ot Bulwark, Chcpstow d
()R. 538927) going in for 100 foet under the railwuy eutting. -
It is also said that a cuve pasesagg, filled with sand, was | ..
blasted. away from G quarry ncar Llancaut. There must be cave’
éys%om, becausce two springs bubblé up in the bed of the Viye, .
just below Symond's Yab, und ot Daneautb, Othervisay I could. -
find no trace of natural caveée in tho Forest. Three yoors
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ago, howevor, hezrinzg that cxeavetion of thu Romon tumplc at
Lyanoy had uhoun thot 2 side had been rcbuilt in Roman $imcs
beecuse o pothole benc.th had collepscd, I begzon with Mon-

mouth School Caving Club to invcetizeote the 8t. Briavclt's

aroa.,  Tho Aylosmore BrooX, ﬂunn{ﬁg S.E.  from thoc St, /.

Briavel's - Hewelr™iold Rcad t¢ Alvington, zoos undurﬂround
for ¥ mile. Thic is obviously ruvent duvylopmunt moet
probably along ncrrow hcdding-plancs, and tho resurgenco is
now 20 yecrds lO“uT down thon tho .stono marking 'St. Annc
Well, 1871' (MR, 578028).

At nghrro ;¢ Ferm (1 mile S.E. of St. Briavol's) arc
shakeholcs and onc opon pothole, which at. one-timo carriocd :

-away chaff, but scoms now degsort by the strecam. Tho ronort

of thc schoolboy ko inves 1vdtud it (John Smart) was:

"Ec desconded a ladder for 20 fcot beforo we cntered the mein
chamber. Thie ie roughly circular in chape, 100 foct in
diamoter, tho cenotanco teing approximatoly in the cocntre, and
20 feet high. It was the dumping ground for the nearby farm's

Jrefuse, and the gmell from the hugh pile of filth vhieh led up
"to the entrance made us christen it 'Ogof Gwynt Mawr'.  There

was only one minor passagce, which was duu to faultlng and nect to
water action; but thlu petered out in a boulder chokec after

20 feat. It appcearg that -the roof has fallen in snd blocked

the ‘entrancos of other passages formerly draining the main
Chamber . 1t is thought that wo aro the first to make a detailcd
¢xploration of tho cavce: it is highly prohnolb, through the
proscnce of bhb POutlnb animale, w¢ ehall alzo bc the last.M

It was our good luck to make fricende with Mr. and Mras,
Voyec, of Littlo Hoggins Farm (iR. 573050) His land contains
numbcrs of potholes which have been filled in, scevoral half full
of clay, and onc under a rcfusc dump; and a strcam gocs %o
ground by his orchgrd. Inc yoars ago a gaping holc had suddenly
appcarcd beside Mr. Voyce, Without oxploring it, ho covercd it
ovor with iron shocp-raclre and balle of timbcr, and it had beon
ugcd as a rerusc-tip for the ncighbourhood. for two and g half
daye our party dug, sawod and naclicd ewey undcr and through thc
obstruction, fortificd by cups of tca from Mre. Voycc, and
borroviing slmost overy tool on thefarm. Wwhen the way was clear
We lowcrua onc- anothcr by rope and lifc-linc into a fine wide
pot-holec, flutcd by watcr-action and 30 foct dcoep. At the
bottom a narrovi-chimnoy woent down vertically Tor anothor 30 foot.

. Houldgrcaves provcd slim cnough to ncgotiate this, and found s

4-foot chamber through which a small strcam was flowing.
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voPurther linces of depreesions run across Boarsc Common

(this-is Forcetry Commiceion Laund, and permicsion nmust b

obtagincd 4o ‘go on i%). We arc vorlking on-two opcn potaolos,
cach 42 fccy from surfacc to bottom, Ong isia €hcer pothole,
t Like the ‘onc cxcavatcd gt Little Hoggine, with no eidc dcvclop-
- ment;- i the gther is’ e large contral chaft, half fillcd with
§ clay, with- 4 way .down o:3ide dovoloovment. © The School Caving
¢ Clyb aro diggzing @t both, in the rather foint hopc of finding
§ 8 horizontcl way on. . Thc old Prosminors bslicva. that. thorc is
an undcrground- river; it is unfortunatoly.morc ‘likecly thot
" tho gtroamg which!flot boncath and leceh dway the clay filling the
* figgurcs flow in plance too narrov for wponctretioni.  Brigadicr
d Glennic belicves thot thosc arci cxamplcs of vertical develop-
- ment on the lince.of hig pipor on Himalayan .pots {given 2t tho
C.R.G, annual mcoting in Cardiff) oo " Bo

iy R P L E ey

.. To sum up: o far no cave has been found in the Forest of
" Dean interesting enough to justify a gpecial visit.: .The whole
area, however, cries out for the attention of a-caver who is a

f geological expert.:. = - f p., B R BWELC e
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:Dissppointment Swallet

¢

- During the half-Term Dbreak tio menbere - of. Monmouth School
Caving Club (Coombes: and Heuldgreaves) made an attempt to get
“Peyond the trep in Purgad Cave, but were toq much numbed By the
ficy water. - With Clemesntson and the vwiriter they -had anotier
fhelf-hour's futiles slelging at the boulder blocking further -
progress. in A» Robert swallot; it is hoped that by now Colin
Jenking way -Have succceded in blasting it (af an'carlior attompt
‘Potor Harvey found it 3 foct undcr wator) ... A'wholc day was : - .
sepent in cntoring BDisavpointicnt <Swallet. . This. ig“a larszc .
bowl-shaped doproscion. J00 yarde. avay irom AD Robert, whereg,
m"'wotuma’tn;ar a considerablc stroam gocs to ground.’ ~odevoral. -
tons of peat' and rocl wers dug out, and vié ovontually -8ledged L7
8 %ay into tho stroam’ passagc, -only to find that it dizavpears
jafior 14 foot down .a sorice of verticsl cracks only a fow inchecs
Wide (MR. - only avproximato, in featurclose country - 0914)

¥ o Mt i W
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'orest of Dean -~ addendum

The disappearance of two egtreams within 70 vards of each other at
yford ill %M.R. 582137) between Znglish Bicknor and Coleford, has

Bt been investigated. The western stream running into the 'Wet Sinlk!
g existed as long as can be remembered; +the eastern and larger brook,
mning northwards into the 'Dry Sink' was created artifically some 50
ars ego to divert the water from the Nineweclls coalpits. The latter
i much more imposing, with a considerable stresm dropping down a water-
ll, past a side chimney which was originally a lime-kiln. At the

ttom the water sinks in various places, some going through a fine arch
fch quickly narrows to nothing. As this arch did not exist when the
Poen vias first diverted into the sink, it ig probable that the water

| gotting away through many emall Joints of recent origin. (On the

or hand, the strata at the other sink show that these two sinks,

ieh occur wherc the Tronchard mcasurce mcct the limcetone, arc on the
e of & fault, and it is poseible that an earlier strcam may have

gated a cavc system here). The Dry Sink is comparatively free from
ent animal burials, but it would be a great labowr 4o dig it; and,
fice there are cley banks which could fall and o dam the stream and

000 the valley, permission to dig would not easily be obtained.

The 'Wet Sink' %o the west of this is lese imposing, but is more
8ly to have an exiensive cave gystem benaath. A emall stream (legs
D hal? the volume of the other) is always running in dry weather,

gh in wet weather a great volume of vatcr disazpoars, The strcam
48 into a 15 foot pothole, which is round where the stream comes in,
fnarrowe to a cleft along the joint. 1f the roclis were excavated

b the bottom, a way might be found into a cave system. But unfor-
ately it has been used for ages as an animal burying ground - at
gent a very ripe dead calf and a disintegrating sheep are wasting

ir sveetness on the desert air; and I doudt whether ny stomach is

0g enough for the excavation. If anyone of tougher mould wants to
gvete, permiesion should be obtained from Mr. Guwilliam Dryslade Parm,
lish Bicknor. At Hoarthorn's Wood neerby (I.R. 59113&) anothor

0an goos to ground: but local obscrvation at timos when vloughing
icolourcd the wator scems to show that this comes to the eurfaco

in ¢ milo down the vallay.

LItis credibly reported that some ycars ago, when trial excavations
e0gl wero made nearby, colour tests showed that the wator from the

Sink camo out at the Slaughtor, betwcen Symond's Yat and Hadnock,
Mtvo milos away, and 400 fecet lower. .
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. DISCOVERIES IN THE WATERFALL SERTES OF O.F.D,
Lo w0 CWHITSUN 1951. W

Sunday, May 13th.

. found ourselves in

Fak

“wewl L Little and I surveyed the Passege running west from

. Ref.19.3. - H.65. At the end of this is a narrow and almost

“tyertical hole. This was descended with the aid of e ladder.
At the bottom was a crawl passage which gave an amazing echo

.+ ~when shouted into. A 20 Tt. crawl led to the top of = 15 ft.

pitch.- A ledder was necessary and was used, At .the bottom we
the other leg of the series at Ref.17.8 - H.L.

. This is rather interesting because I believe the original
survey of this series showed a cpnnection between the two legs
and. yet the connecting. cravl showed no sign of eny previous use.

Mondey, May 1hth. - :
On the previous day an opening-Some 75" wide by (o high
hed been noted in the left wall a short distance before the
'hole'.  This was investigated by Peggy Hardridge, Little,
myself, David Hunt, and John Truman. a ' ;

Peggy entercd first and reported a small chamber with-a
crawl passage on the far side. Little then managed to get
through and the two of them crawled off to investigate,

Peggy leading. Thc rest of us made en effort to get in, without
success. After somc time Peggy returned with the request for

a rope as they had reasched the top of a2 short pitch. The
return crawl had cost Peggy her trousers so the overall she

hsd teken off to get thru' the first opening was brought back
into use. By stripping down to shirt snd shorts and. with some

pulling by Pegzy I menaged to get thru' the initial opening.

In the small chamber I noticed a large passage on the left
sloping up and curving leit, This I ascended and discoveresd
it lead to s large window looking down into the original passage.

By this route the other two joined us.-

The long crawl comes out in the roof of the brsnch passage

‘gt 17.5 = G.2. With the aid of a doubled rope it is easy to

elimb down and so avoid the return crawl.
I suggest this might well be named Peggy's Purgatory.

C.L. RAILTON.
14-06051 .

X .



BRIDGE CAVE, VALE OF NEATH.

In our May circular mention was made of the possibility
of changes and possible difficulties in the exploration of
the Bridge Cave. One of our neu members, David Davies, has
recently examined the cave and reports as follows:w

"Since our discussion asbout the Bridge Cave I have paid
two visits to it, the first with Ralph Mountjoy (snother new
member), and spent about two hours there on each occasion.

It seems to me there has been some change in the spot before
you descend to the river proper, but I would not like to Swear
to it, although I think it is easier to negotiate that stretch.
There is certainly nothing in the report that the passage-way
is blocked. On my last excursion s fortnight ago I found the
river surprisingly low as compared with previous experience

and got much further downstream, beyond the far end of the main
cavern, than I have been able to do before. Over on the right
I was able to enter a kind of grotto from which led a tight
crawl through solid rock (a water-worn course) in an upstream

. direction. A trickle of water flowed along it and it looked

an interesting possibility!

I am sending you a couple of photographs I took on

these two visits, the larger being of the roof of the main
“chamber (downstream) - a Tlashlight photo and not too success-

ful. The other however, I consider an extremely graetifying

result ~ a photograph of the grotto in the roof. Time exposure

5 minutes at £3.5, illuminsnt a small carbide flame waved to

et e b Al Ses o

;ﬁ‘and fro.

The grotto photographed seems interesting to me because

- the level sometimes attained by the water shows up clearly on

the line running scross the photograph just above the bulbous
ends of the stalactites. These bulbous ends, I take it,

grow more rapidly than the stems because, when they are
immersed in water, 3 certain amount of sediment is deposited
on them. I have scen thec grotto in both conditions, with
water above the bulbous ends and at quite a low level. Therec

secms to be a good depth of mud below the pool. I was distressed
- to find so many ol these fine stalactites broken, on my last

visit, by people who have been pushing into the grotto to the

ﬂ_left of the photograph."
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NEW MEMBERS: -

Miss Muriel M. Rees, 42 Broniestyn Terrace, Aberdare, Glam.
David H., Davies, 222 Inverness Place, Cardiff.

Ralph Mountjoy, 28 Oxford Street, Cardiff.

Gordon F. Radcliffe, 12 liayfield Road, Dagenham, Essex.
Miss lMajorie Taylor, 5 Ael-y~-Bryn Road, Cockett, Swansea.
Miss Eileen Taylor, % 2 H M
Meurice C. Taylor B 0 M ol

CHANGED ADDRESSES: - -

P. Dolphin, Overhill Cottage, Easton-in-Gordano, Somerset .
Miss Janet Knight, 3 Heol-y-Felyn, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.
W. Roy -Midwinter, Evro, Longton Roead, Knenhall, Stone, Staffs.

SUBSCRIPTIONS:

Unpaid subscriptions for the current year are now much overdue.
Will members whose subscriptions are unpaid pleasse send 10/-d
immediately to the Tressurer (address below)., | '

TACKLE FEES:

Your committée has decided that tackle fees shall be immediately
and permaenently abolished. - ‘

ADDRESSES:- Will members who change their addresses please advige
the Secretary promptly so that circulars and other communications
will be received without delasy.

PROGRANIE: -~ Archaeological Section:- Extended operations at
Minchin Hole, High Tor, Pennard, Gower, commencing
20th August and ending 4st September,

Help is urgently required with this work. It is hoped that
members will make e special effort to assist., Ted Mason and the
main party will be staying at Eynon's Ford, Reynoldston, Gower
(turn st Reynoldston Police Station) during this period. Those
~ intending to visit thz excavation should contact beforechand to ensure
that the party will be working on the day of their visit. Those
wishing to stay (under own canvas) should contact Ted Mason, at
11 Kendon Drive, Wellington. Hill West, Bristol, before 20th August.

MENDIP TRIP: 24/26th August.

Party will stay at Wessex Cave Club Headquarters at
Beechbarrow, Chewton Mendip. Eastwater and/or Lamp Lsir will be
explored. Those wishing to take part please advise the Secretary
immediately.
Thanks are due to Wessex Cave Club for permission to use their H.Q.

B COTTAGE CLEANING: -~ 1/2nd September. This work is overdue. All
old caving clothes found lying at the cottage will be ruthlessly

- destroyed. Those wishing to salvage anything should do so before
~ this date.




7/9th September:- Visit to Wessex Cave Club, who will be
staying at the cottage.

"Oour Caves':~ Your Secretary regrets there is no issue in this
geries with the present circular. This is entirely his fault
through failure to prepare the material for duplication before
Brian Price went away on holiday. It is hoped to continue as
before with the next circular.

- There has also been excessive delay in preparstion of this
circular for reasons which seem to be generally known to members.
The work has been eased considerably by the gracilous action of
Rev. Cecil Cullingford, not only in writing what is perhaps the
nost comprehensive report yet published on the Forest of Dean
garea, but in duplicating this as well.

Other matters should have received more detailed attention
but the urgent need to "go to press'" prevents.

Briefly, we must not forget the arrival of Paul David Jenkins—
Congratulations David! - also the CRG Mecting at Cardiff, the
Dinner coupnled with the noble preparations undertaken by
~ Peggy Hardwidge and the sub-committee, and the very hard work
put in by our President at the Dinner. Many thanks to all.

The next Circular:- A number of members are at present spending
unusual caving holidays - some abroad. Please send reports for
the next circular. It is hoped to include a preliminary report.
onh cave rescue operations to date.

Coneratulations to Don Coase on his engagement to Clare Ainsworth
during their stay at Craig-y-nos at August Bank Hollday.

Thanks are due from the Secretary and his wife to all those who
have sent messages of goodwill on the occasion of their recent
marriage.

Honh.Secretaryv:i- A H. Hill, West Winds, Hunt's Bay, Pennard, Swansesa.
Hon,Treasurer: - C.E. Hill, Penlee, Hcol Ceerhys, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.
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0 all Members. November 1951,

Reflections on Ffynnon Ddu Rescue.

( see o (s Lo Lo [ I of

Some time has elapsed since the rescue of Lewis Railton snd
Blll Little (Aug.26-27) end a few observations on the subject are overdue.

Above all there lingers a deep impression of the wonderiul assistance
eceived from all sides. Our thanks go to all who s£o generously gave

jheir help, to our friends in thae JOcall+y and brother cevers of Mendip
qubrkshire who responded so magriricently.

The disruption of normal dasily lif'e was considereble, and the number
t people directly involved was well over one huudred. A great
BEponsibility rests on members of the Club to avcid accident, or an
jBcurrence of e similar nature in the future. To this end, your Conmittee
B8 decided that, except under the most Tavourable conditions, no party

0 0,F,.D, shall remain gvwsy from the ctream passagze at the far end for

pre than two hours, without checking water conditions. The key of the
Bve is now held by John Barrows at the Gre;gnlc {(nezr the cave). He will
five power to withhold the key, or to restrict tue extent of a trip into

e cave, if he feels that weather conditions demand this,

There hss becn much discussion and constructive criticism of our
Btions during the rescue. At the time %tae South Wales Cave Rescue
fpanisation was in nroccss of re-orgenisatiorn under the leadership of

B Bdward Aslett. Two cescue praoctices had been held, snd more have been
d since, The C.R.0. sub-conmitvee azve been working overtime in the
kpmmtlon of a revised schema ann the results of their efforts, revised
fthe light of reccnt events, may be expceted in the near future. HNuch
'ﬁbomllearnbd from the rescue. The need hes bteen showm for better

il

?.0 pub llCltJ, call-out of members, control during a rescue, contact
th other C.R.0's and the Press.

This was the first time our C.R.0. had been called on. As our

ctice efforts had been devoted Lo the removal of an injured person snd
§ the relesse of trapped mon, nor an operaticn extending over days; we
e rcason Tor satisfaction. The successful dezmming of the strcam at
il Byfrc was a major operation in itse¢lf without which the result mi
€ becn very different. Taroughout, the most uncertain factors were
ber, the possibility of four other men having joinecd Railton &nd L
Bpclled at 4 p.m. on the lionday,, the sbility ol cven the most
ferienced to withstand a prolonged vecriod of enicrced inactivity (son
lours) in cave conditions, the food valuc of cmorgency lifchoat rati
Br these conditions, and the eficet of all on mcrnval faculties. The

tued men werec, in fact, far tetter cquipped thran was generally known.

o
[

If proof is neceded that the large scale of the resciae operations wes
ified, it is Tournd in rcxcr;ncc to the follo.ing rainfall flgu“CS'
fhe first 15 days of August 3.02" rain fell at Glyntawe. This figure
fBased to 5.24" by midnight of I'riday tac Zatvh Augost. Figures Tor
Bday, Sunday and konday were rospectbively 7.325", C.88" and C.34Y.



Muesday 0.37", Wednesday 0.LL" and Thursday 0.40" were recorded. The
th closed with C.10'" on the IFriday and the total monthly figure was

M, Thig latter fisure is of interest in comparison with yearly

nfalls in 1946 - 93, 5’” 10L7 - 6L.94", 1948 - 90.00", 1949 -~ 66.0G"

8 1950 - 87. o6%, But for the Pwll Byfre diversion it is estimated that
reains of Tuesday, Wadne sday and Thureday following the rescue would
ve kept O0.F.D. in flood until late on Friday the 31st.

It is most unfortunafe that John Barrows anc Sylvia should have been
l:eriously inconvenienced by the subsequent breaking of the dam at

l Byfre, at the rcguest of the farmer concerned. The water issuing
the Black Well was dirty and tainted for three weeks afterwsrds.

Weapproximate time-tsble of events of the rescue week-—end:-

dturday, 25th August.

10.45 a.m. Railton and thtle entered cave and proceeded to
Rawl Series. Weather fine and sunny.

12,00 noon. Unknown party of four enquired at Gwyn Arms for
key of cave, told to leave note at entrance,
bearing names, the cave being open. (No evidence
of this party was found during the period of rescue -
on reading of the rescue in local newspaper, one of
party reported clear at L p.m. Monday).

12,30 p.m. Rain started. Continued with increasing severity to
exceptionally heavy throughout the afternoon and
until a short break at 8 p.m.

7.30 p.m. Rsilton and Little found passage below Low's
in flood. Retilred.

9.30 p.m. More rain. Sudden showers of extreme severity at
fairly frequent intervals throughout the night.

EH,V; 256tk Ausust. )
9.30 a.mn. Rain clearzd and except for one or two light showers,
' a fine sunny day followed. Flood condition at O.F.F.
gave cause for anxiety. Contact of local cavers b
Mrs,., Railton and Police contact followed.
2 -4 p.m. General call to all readily available members of
S.W.C.C. (Main party working in Gower).
L p.m. Gower party received c2ll, proceeded cave.
6 p.m. General assembly of members at O.F.D.
Water conditions examined in cave, two members in turn
posted on duty at junction with stream-passage.
Ladder fastened across stream-passacge at East Toast
Rack, Discussion on advisability of attempting
a diversion a2t P71l Byfre.
9 -« 10 p.m. MNore rsin casme, sometimes heavy, meinly pronnaed
but moderate. Volunteers called to start Pwll
Byfre diversicn. Illiners from district.
10,30 pans Urgent call for assistance to R.A. Sennybrldae. Call
~ for stretchers and small party from R.A.F. (St.Athan)
Mountein Rescue Sguad. Police broucsht in "welkie-~
talkie" apparastus for contasct between P.B. party & cave.
12 midnight. Heevy rain on mountain hindering diversion operstion.
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soon followed by R.A.F'. (M.R.S).
Worlk now proceedlng on diversion with strong party,
but under appzlling conditions.

Leaders examined water condition in cave to see
effect of diversion. Agreed to attempt to resecn
tranped men at dawn if weather and diversion reports
favourable.

Diversion reported a failure,
pending better weather and daylight.
heavier.

Rain exceptionally heavy. Call to Mendip C.R.O. for
asslistance. Situstion becoming serious.

Very heavy rain and thunderstorm.

Volunteers called from Abercrave Colliery for diversion
Call to Yorkshire U.R.0. to send party.

Larpe party errived from Abercrave Colliery, split
bctween cave and Pwll Byfre. Followed by new partiy
from R.A. and N.F'.S. with trailer pumps for P.B.
Examination of possibility of forming humszn chain
through streampassage. Call for pit-props to span
strcam- -passage.. Rain clearing indications of =
Tine sunny day.

Lorries helping st P.B. Call for bull-dozer.
Field telephone installed in cave,.

Arrival of members of Press and public.
Wecather fine, hot and sunny.

First members of M.R.0. arrived followed by all others
in next two hours. Ezamination of stream-passage
water impossible. Diversion reported hizhly
successful.

Rumour of four others in cave dispelled.

Pull gsssult on stream- passa*e to reach Railton
and Little. Water conditions 'exciting'.

Rallton and Little emerzed from cave.

Arrival of Yorkshire C.R.O.

R.A. Sqguad arrived,

party withdrawing
Rain becoming

-—
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. D. PRICE, Octobher 3rd 1951.

Walked round head of Dyffryn Crasvnon with local farmer.
Was shown two other possibililities.

Dug

f0 give the cave the
It is

as tolad

in Monmouthshire,

in

Y

Saw

One is low tunnel, needs

; at base of cliff below the old disused power station. The
jher is actuzl cave entrance in bluff W. of novwer station. Did not
@plore. "ges in a little way".

at end of cave in Quimps Quarry. Not much done. Decided

official name "Opof Ddwysir'" meaning Two Counties

but only Jjust.
Trefil thot ¥711 Pyrs (the pothole near Ogof Ap
7, of Trefil) has a2 cave at its base. (In millstone-grit



o Last March had noticed oval hole in roof of msin chamber of

ljys Faen, near far end. Borrowed Jladder (12' minimum) snd scaled

le, Vedged two hawthorn branches (fresh cut) to make matters easier.

Je gocs up another 15', then two passages in opposite directions,

gding into regions of conulaeiab1e snlutlon, where vertical joints heve
en dissolved. Did not venture through several very nasty looking slots.
gears to be merely local system of percolastion, qu it may give the key

g further series.

0-51 . Dovn Agen Allwedd with two Chichester visitors staying at hut -
¢ David Seacrave is one of the original discoverers. We dug hard in

g mud chamber conﬁect1ng with Ogof Gam, succeeded in breaking the seeal
d looking %Lhrough, but bags more work needed. A blast of air rushed
ierds., Bucket for baling left. All excavations f£ill with the water
ich runs through.

0-51 , Paru}y Suvveyed Ogof Clogwyn Grade L. Others found and explor
gh passage which 1is vackward continuation of last long stretch, "went
long way", thought they came back near cliff again.

I Back in Jasnuary we had observed bare patch in snow on scree just
8t of Agen Allwedd, near large elder tree. Snow melted on touching

T Dlrnlnw had drawn blank as the task was too great. Mr. Bevan of
E“Rhmxt01d us of blocked fox hole near there, and we found it only

few yards directly above the former bare patch. There seems to be
msiderable hope for a large gang with wheeloarrow, but something in

¢ nature of a ‘'coke shovel! is roqu¢red

. When on visit to MNational luscum, met gent. in Geology Dent. who
mtioned a discovery he had made near Ogof Ci (Pontsarn). On visiting
of Ci district I found very small hole on earth bank up R. bank of
ver. Did not enter (If I could??) Is it possible that this is & new
find? He mentioned some fine formations. As usual lack of time and an
M1t companion prevents me from investigating.

Overland route to Rawl Series, Ogof nyhnon Ddu.

Excellent news is contained in a letter from Bill Little, dated
Bth October, rcgarding progress in the discovery and foreing of a dry
poute to the Rawl Serics. Aided by the high grade survey which they
lave becn making of the cave, Lewis Qallton and Bill Little, with the
@sistance o others, have made great progress in eliminating the
neertainties of the streampsssage. This work is described by Bill
jittle 28 followe:-
"Near 'Wire Traverse' in the liaypole Series is the most upstream
ndo:over Stream-passnge in that scries. From this windo, a narrow,
ping, slimy ledge runs 30 £t. above the stream for a distancec of
| ft. Two pitons (pegs) were used to negotiate it. This was severc by
jk-climbineg standards. One piton is badly situated. This traverse (1
goest Travesty Traversc for a nane) cnds at a platform of fallen
ocks (Crows Nest). & Tt. higher than these blocks and over
g stream a L ©t. dinmeter tube slopes upﬁq;do and was entered by using
o scctions of the Maypole. This passage is climbable and after 30 ft.
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g8 way to a small chamber. The passage goes northwards and upwards

25 des slope) and then divides. The right-hand path goes into a

der chole which was not penetrated to any depth. The left-hend path,
h steepens immediately, leads on for 50ft. or so, still north and

0 2 boulder chaos through which access was made to Rawl Series between
ler Chamber and Phil's Parade.

A temporary wire rope fixed along Travesty Traverse cannot be regerded
pafe, but can be used by a person sccustomed to climbing, a3 a balance
d, The poles were left in place at Crows Nest, It is the intenticn of
lton and mysell to meke this part safe as soon as possible, with

table ironmongery.

A temporary rescue route now exists to the Rawl Series although it
not yet a 'flood exit' since ropes etc. are required, and also without
istance from outside one cannot yet escape from liaypole Series during
lood, The completion of the Swiss Cottage dig will, however, complete
8 flood exit. (It is reported that this has now been done, which means
t Maypole Series can be entered from Coral Pool leg of Column Series -
1. ) |
" At present the following course must be talken by a rescue psrty to
‘hg(or lead) anyone out who has been trapped by flood in Rawl Series:-

1, Take usual route to Column Chamber. ;

2. Syphon or bale outv Column Pool (now unnecessary - use Swiss

Cottage / Maypole conncction instead - 4.H.H.)

3, Ladder Eegles Fest and

b, Ledder down to Little Traverse

5, Crswl through intermediate passage to Wire Traverse and

Maypole Series :
. (3, 4 & 5 now also unnecessary) :

6. From top window cross Travesty Traverse to Crous Nest.

7. Climb pole into sloping passage and fix rope (for later descent)
8, Enter Rawl Series vias left-hand passage. (Black arrows in
reverse indicate route through boulders).

Since emergency food stocks are no longer necessary in Rawl Series,
I suggest that they sre placed in Waterfall Series. You will, of
Irse, sec that in event of persons veing trapped in Waterfall Series,
gscue party could proceced as Tar as Lou's Passage, via Rawl Series.
higher part of the 'flcod stresm' would then have to be negotiated,
this will subside esarlier than the main stream."
Bill Little.

During the same week-end (12 - 1L Oct.) the pool was drained in the
1ton/Wild Series, =2nd passage beyond was explored by Railton and
gy Hardwidge.




6,

'BRITISH CAVER". Vol.22 will be published esrly in December. Price §/6d
fron G. Platten, Rotherfield, Fernhill Lane, New Milton, HANTS.

?ﬁVE RESCUE PRACTICE will be held on 25th November at Penybont, at
0,350 a.m., ;

Cave Rescue Group of Great Britain.

The Annual Ceneral lieeting will be held at the Lecture Theatre of the
0ITY NUSEUM, Queens Road, Bristol, at 5 p.m. on Saturday, 17th November.

All members of S.W.C.C. may attend.
Hotels recommended:-~  Hawthorns. Tel: 374251.
Elmdale. Tel: 25563,

Services 1, 20, 22, buses run from opposite G.W.R. Station (Temple
Keads) to the Museun.

On Sunday, 18th November, the BPlStOl Exploration Club is organising

@ caving expedition in the liendips for CRG. Details will be given at uhe
meeting. '

MEl JEVBERS : -

G, BRITTON, 12 St. John's Ter“ace, Neatn Abbey, Glam.

LBERT BRADoHAuJ 1 Isaac Walk, St. John's, “orcester.

BLIE A. HATE c/0o 19 Ryelands St. Hereford.

AYMOND G. JHIN?“EY 7 Sketty Road, Uplands, Swansea,

WHOND G, WOOD, 2 Fenylan Terrace, Cardiff,

YMOND WALLIS, Briarcroft, Marlborough Crescent, Latchford W.O.,

Warrington, Lancs.
RICHARD J. STANLEY, Kenton, London Road, Shrewsbury.

g@CTION OF ADDRESS:
88 .JANET KNIGHT, 1 Heol- ~-y-Felyn, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.

GES OF ADDRESS: -

UR PRICE, 169 Hinckley Roasd, Leicester.

fID W, JEH"{I"S Dlnmore, Duffryn Road Llandrlndod Wells, Rads.
. DAVID AJlTKII‘]—q "




T

CRIPTIONS: ~ A large number of subscriptions remain outstending.
those members who have not paid plesse send 10/~ to the Treasurer
he eddress bélow, and thus save him the task of reminding them.

mTULATIONS to Ken ILeadbeater on the srrival of a son.

NGHAM CAVE & CRAG CLUB:- We acknowledge with grateful thanks the

of £10, -. =-d. Trom the Birmingham Casve & Crag Club as an appreciation
our efforts during the rescue of Lewis Railton and Bill Little who

» also members of that Club.

This sum has been placed in a special fund under the care of the

th Wales Cave Rescue Organisation Committe, and urgently needed
mipment has already been purchased with it. .

Your Sccretary and his wife convey to all members their sincere
fhanks for the very generous wedding present of a canteen of cutlery.

This will be a constant reminder to them of the many friends they
give in the Club.

RDS OFFICER:= Will members please note the Records Officer has
ed to a new addresss- ‘ =

DAVID W. JENKINS, Pwd e
"Dinmore", - =
Duffryn Road,
Llandrindod Wells,
Rads. = -

Members are reminded that their co-operation is reguired to build
Erecorr}.s of all our caves. It does not matter whether the cave is

rge or small, it may not be known or recorded, a few brief details
11 help and particularly location.

Ep. Secretary:- A. H., HILL, West Winds, Hunt's Bay, Pennard, Swansea.
h, Treasurer:- C. E, HILL, Pznlee, Heol Caerhys, Rhiwbina, Cardiff.




A FEPORT BY C,L.RAITTON AND 7,H,LITTL7 ON EXPTRIENCES IN OGOF FFYNNON

DDU, AUGUST 25th. TO 27th. 1951,

SINOPSIS,

This rcoort details the pertinent preliminary information rcearding
the cave, the persons involved, thce conditions, the food available, torether
with the cxporicnces of the trapped men, Appendices give recommendations
concerming cmcriency supplics and proccdurcs

THE CAVE, _

The cntrance passages of the cave arc dry after which the main
passage is traversced by n stream for some 4900 yaxds, Under normal conditions
the strcam cnters the cave from a flooded paszage some 100 yards from the
far end of thc main passage, thus lecaving this 100 yards rclatively dry.

From this 'dyy' scetion two cxtensive scries of passages radiate, One of
these the RATL scerics in which we were trapned, is at the cnd of Low's
Passare which is cntered by a vertical climb of 10 feet from the main
passacce This is followed by a steep seramble up a boulder slope leading to
an cxtensive scries of spacious dry passazes that arc about 150 fect above
the main wassase. In three parts of this hizh level systom “trickles of
watcr cnter under noraal conditions, Duc to the sizc and bends of the
assaces the sound of thesce trickles and that of the main strcecom is not
audible cxcept when fairly near to thems

The main strenn pagssare meanders considerably and at stream level
varies in width betwecen about 3 and 8 feet, while the heisht varies between
12 and 60 fecte The Tloor is of rock, sometimes level, sometimes sloping,

In places there arc many smnll holes up to 3 feet decpes In four placcs there
arc holes some 7 fect diancter and up to 15 feet decp. These arc usually
traversed by placing a stecl tube across cach onc and shuffling oncs fect
along it while balaneinz with oncs hands on a wall, The water flows towards
the entrance and its force is such that with a depth of 1 foot prosress is
almost irmossible cither up or down sircare On occasions of heavy rain the
stream in the nassase runs some 4 to 6 feet decpe Under such condlitions the
tubes nacross the water filled -holes arc swepnt avay,

The passares of the RAYL system arc well ventilated by a thermal
air systcms There arc no running streams that could give indication of
vainfall by their risins, This abscnce of a danzer warning was appreciated
and lcd to the leavinz of crergency rations in the systeom; these are dctailed
later, :

THE PERSONS INVOLVED, 3
W,H,Little is 31 years old. He has had considernble cxpericnee
of mountainccring and rock elimbing, He has been caving rcgularly for 4 years
in Derbyshire, Meniip snd S,7ales. He has been into cvery part of O of
Ffynnon Du. He hns assistced considerably with the survey and was onc of the
ori~inal discover rs of thc Rawl scrics., He is sound, steady and not cxeitable,
G,L.Redilton dis 44 years old and has been caving recularly except
for the war years since 1934, He is farmiliar with many caves in Yorkshire,
Derbyshire,llendins, 5.7alcs, France and Norway, He has been carrying out a
detailed survey of Ocof Ffymnon I¥lu and has spent approximately 1000 hours
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in the cave, He is aiso steady and not casily cxcited. Both men are cool
md level headed in cncrrency.

CLOTHING AND PERSONAL TRUIPMINT.

Then enterine the enve both members went up strcam passage with
& minimum of clothinrs around less and fect, Little had borrowed a girls
mbber 1incd mack and Railton had a short watcrproof Jacket to protecet upper
gaments from drins during the journcye. On reaching the dry scrics all wet
farments were removed and dxy oncs put on,

These compriscd woollen underpants reaching to ankles, thick
woollen vest with slceves to clbows, woollen bathing trunks, thick woollen
shirt,woollcn polo-ncck sweater, two pairs woollen socks, climbing boots,
boiler suit, (U.S.A.coverall,French corbinaisons de toile de 1in) and mincrs
holmits, For lishts, Rnilton had a 3,5 volt Wife accunulator and was using
4 0,3 arp bulb riving lisht for some 30 hours, Little had a mincrs acctylene
sap larp with spare carbile to give 20 hours linsht, in addition he had an
gﬁctric tourch with approxinately € hours lishts The survey equipient
lnciudied an clectric lamp with 6 hours light, In addition we had 2 candles
and four watertirht containcrs cach holding about 2 dozen matches. Spare
bulbs were carricd as well as sparcs for carbide larp and veganin tablets,
Railton wns wearing a watcrproof watche Little had 14 cigarcttes and a
watch in a waterproof container,

FOOD, _
Lon@ cxpericnce of the slow movement entailled when surveying or
photographing showed nced for hot food when im a ecave for more than 6 hours
$0 on this as on previous occasions the following food cte. was taken unso
the cave :=
Saucepan
Tin solid fucl containing 8 tablets cach sufificient for boiling
7 pints of watox,
Cupss 2 Spoons, 1 Knifo, a tin oponor,
Tin 3cotch Broth, s T W
1b Bread, g
1b Butters :
1b Cheese, ,
Tin full ecrcan swectcned condensed milk, :
Snall bottle coffco cssonccs
0zs, Chocolate biscuits,
oz3. Milk chocolate,
ozs, malted nilk tablets.

s

D AN

Tne cncracney rations ctees cached in the cave corprised :-
1 Tin Scoteih Broth. .
1 Tin solid fucl , 1 Tin opener, 1 Small pick, 1 1b carbide,
4 ozs, sugar, 8 candles, 1 bottle of water for acctylene larps.
2 Tins U.8, Lifc Boat rations each containing :=
12 biscuits = 9 0z23,,4 20z, blocks of chocolate,
8 ozs, malted rmilk tablets, 2 3oz, tins of fruit 'Permican'
( nuts, fruit, sugar,salt and dextrosc, )
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EVENTS,

e entered the cave at 10,45 Saturday after saying that we expected
to be out 2t about 20,00 hours, Survey work commenced about 11,45, At 14,00
hours we had a break for lunch consisting of a tin of hot soup with bread,
some bread butter and cheese, chocolate biscuits and cups of hot coffcc,

e returned and completed the survey of Phils Parade and then started to

make our wny out, There was a deluge of water descending at the end of bridsge
passnge where at lunch time there had been the usual trickle., Lows passage
was rcached at 19,30 hours, Looking down from the top of the 10 foot climb

it was estimnted that flood water some 2 fect decp was rushing past in main
passagc.(This scction of main passage normally has only a nere tricklec of
watcr). ' -

There was a great temptation to sit and wateh this water, firstly
to scc whether it was risinz or falling and secondly because of' its fascination,
Below the 10 foot climb the main passage makes a sharp right turm, the water
rushing past us down the slope was striking the left hand wall of the bend,
sweeping up and turning over like the bow-wave of a ship doing 25 knots,

The noisc made conversation difficult and the dr-u ht wac considernble.

We prorptly returned to Sand passaze, £illing our saucepan on the
way in Lows charber. The watcer bottle was drained, washed out and refilled
from the saucepan and with the remaining water we made hot coffee and had
some bread and butter. ‘e considered continuing survey work but as this
would have involved the simultanfous usc of at Jeast 3 lirhts as well as
increasing our nccd for food the idea was droppede Sand passage was the
obvious choicc of restinz place becausc the sandy floor was remarkably dry
by Inglish caving standards and there is ample room to stand up and walk
about, whilc the passage is absolutcly dead silent. Its only disadvantnge
was the very slicht dimusht duc to thexmocirculntion,

For lying dovm a emall bay some 3 fect high and 8 fect widc was
considcred best, To climinate the draughtstones from a ledge nca® by and
sand from the floor were used to build a wall about 1% feet hizh across the
front of thc bay; a zap being left for entering and leaving, The small pick
from the emerseney cache proved a valuable aid for this operation, Ve had
with us a wnterproof canvas carrying bag of such a shape and sizc that
Railton could just et his le;s and bottom inside providing legs were folded .
wp tizhtly. "hile this offered some warmth ones legs soon became cramped and
stiff, Sand-was banked up for a pillow and picces of dry rag were uscd to
cover it. Little wropped himself uwp in the waterproof #rek, Ve coverced our
faccs with our handkercBicefs to conserve warmth and lay down as closc
togather as possible; for econory our lights were extinguisheds Ve talked
mich and almost entircly about what was happening on the surface, what
conditions would be like in other parts of the cave, what our fricnds would
be thinking and doiny and whether the water would be down by noon on Sunday
as we cxpected and hoped, After about 2 hours we were shivering so we 1it
a eandle and hel? our hands over and round it and aftcr about 15 minutcs we
felt rmmuch warmer. Thus the time was passcd by lying in the dark, warming our
hands, and roing into the sand passase to walk around and strctch our legs.
Neither of us have any recollcetion of slecping. :

At 07,00 hours on Sunday we opened a tin-of lifcboat rations and
hal half a tin of fruit poaamican as well as 2 biscuits and butter cach. -
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Mm blocke of chocolate were made into enough hot cocoa for two large cups
Cuie A TrIp Was medo to lows passaze , the rucksack containing survey
equipment was placed winers 1% could De seen from the main rassage below and
on it was fixed a larae sheet of raper stating cxactly where we could be
founde This was also used to rocord times and water levels. A separate record
was kept of our meals, e refilled the saucepan and rcturned to uur resting
Place. e then had +the iden of lying face to face with the cape spread over
us with sufficient spmace between us to place a lichted candle or Littles
acetylene lamp, This not only warmed our hands and stomncks but also the air
We were breathing and our faces. Duc to breathing a eandle soon guttered
which was wastcful apart from being easily knocked over, It was found safer
and more cconomieal to put picces of candle in 2 small shallow tin ( halr
pemmican tin) with a piccc of string for a wick, This was now kept soing
except for the short periods when we lay back to back or in some other
bosition to tclieve our limbs, Something less than an hour without the
;lm‘ae reduced the temperaturc sufficiently to cause shivering,

] %

15,00 hours Sunday,

Iunch, 3 biscuits and butter and hot coffee each,

Visit to Lows passage to replenish water supply and examine flood water,
Flocd hicher than previously scen, Messages indicating that we were dry
and (LK, were printed on both sides of pieces of white card, These were
toziad into the streem at short intervals in the hopes that someone my

gc¢ them, The faseination of +he rushing water was very strong while the
roar of' sound boomint arcund the lofty passage (estimated 70 foct high)

as awe inspiring but disturbing to the nerves, Ve did not stay there long
_%nd admitted to each other later that we had a strong temptation to jum
into the flood and be whisked away towards the entrance, e found that we
had cach thousht that the other must not bo left on his own when near the
Waters 7e rcturncd to sand passage and admitted that we both had headaches
80 we had mugs of hot water with condensed milk in and veganin tablets cach
efore returning to our resting vlace, Resting and conversation as before,
feadaches departed and we folt much better,

22,45 hours Sunday,

T Had tin of hot Scotch Broth and the last of our bread between

« Visited Lows passage. Flood water dovm to about 4 inches decpe Estimated
t below where main water enters the stream would still be about 3 fect

deep and therefor impassable, Returned 4o our resting place cxpeeting to be
gblc to get out first thing in the morning, :

1 A suscestion was made that we should diz a trench in the sand
%0 1i2 in, the mack being spread over the top thereby confining the heat
better, Sccond thoughts sugsested that the sand would be damper lower dovm,
0 the idea was not carricd out. Shortly after this discussion, when lying
lith the flame between us, we noticed that the flame was gradually zoing out,
e imaedintely realised that our bodies and the sand pillow were forming a
mall shallow well which was £i11ing with COns A slicht separation of our
e nicorel this trouble, This incident brousht home to us what could
&c hoppened had we dug 2 trench and lay down in it with our flame.
e ke the flame zoing properly until we felt drowsy when we put it out,
o both slept for about 2% hours and awoke feelinz very cold, Flame relit
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*o warm up; it was then put out and we slept again, Proccdurc repeatcd, Ve
cstimate thnt we slept for a total of 6 hours,

08. 00 hours Monda

In ,:)“»cl spirits. Used two bars of chocolate to make 4 cups of
cocoa and had -5 tin pommican and 1 biscuit cache Then packed up. our things
and took then da\.m to Lows, fully ecxpceting to be able to go out of the cave,
Flood wnterback up to Saturday nizht level, Great tcemptation to sit and
watch whether it wos rising or falling, This was resisted and we returncd to
lic down,

The air currcnt in sand passage was noted to be very slisht
indicating a e¢old, dull or wect day on the surface. Decided that in future
Little must use his cleetric larp when moving about to conscrve carbide for
heatinge TFoodl and fucl situation eonsidercd, as wecll as likely rescuc
measurcs that would now be brought into ovcrat:x.on in vicw of the obviously
bad weather outside and the time we had becen trappeds. On the sssumption that
a oo team of disers got started by mid~day, we cstimated that they would
complete the ncecessary damming nand trench cutting to divert the stream at
Pwll Byfre by carly Tucsday morning, in which case we should be out be Tucsday
noon, It was deceidel to keep fool consumption up to the present level wp
to Monday nisht to ensure that we would be strons cnoush to get out without
much assistance on Tucsday, If the water was not well down on Tucsday morning
it would indicate that diversion tactics were not being successful oand that
passage bridsing  would have to be brought into cperation, in which casc the
food ieft after Monday night would have to be caked out for Tucsday and
Tednesdnye Candles and carbide should last to smme time on “edncsday,

15,00 hours Monday,

Lunch, Cocoa made with one bar of chocolate and 3 biscuits and
butter cache Visit to Lows, Tater down to cbout 4 inches deep azain, ‘e
estimatced that if it continued to so dovm it would be at lenst 7 hours
before it would be wisc to attempt stream passage on our own., Wic thercfor
returncd to rest with the intention of having a tin of poumican, biscuits
and cocoa at sbout 22,00 hours and then cxamine conditions.

At about 18,00 hours ncither of us felt too good, our stomachs
were achins and rumbling badly and we both had headaches which were not
irproved by putting our heads on our hard pillows ‘‘e were both longing for
our next neal and for the last of our veganin tablets which we would have
with it.

At about 19, 30 hours the first of our rescucrs appearcds As we
passcd our fecling quarters I opened a tin of perwican which Littlc and I
sharcd, In ILows pnssaze we were offered hot sweet black coffcc and sandwedges.
We both :rn.n}: coffec but hal no desirc for the food, so did not have any,

e were both fit cnough to get out of the cave,get back to the
tamporary hcendquarters and change un.:.\"ol. Tle felt very weary and had not
our normnl asnetites the next day, but after this we soon returned to no:ma.l
and have since suff'cred no ill cffeccts.

C.L.Railton,
T.H.1ittle,



OBSTRVATIONS & RMCOMWNDATIONS ARISING TROM FUROONAL LXPTRIDNGE

I EDINCG TREVPED TN OCOr FFRYNNON DDU, S5.TALSS, TOR 58 HOURS.

Cave Temperature 4897, Humidity about 997

it A reliable watch must be carried or cached. If there is insufficient
food for a normal ration for two or threc days, one will still be hungry
after each meal., Vhen just lying and waiting timec passes so slowly that one
hour sccms like 5 or 6 hours: without a watch threc days ration would be
consumed within 12 hours, '

2. Then explering a cave in which entrapment due to rising water is
possible, ensure that warm dry clothing is available,

Be If a cache of food and cquipment is being placed in the cave, at least

the following is importants-

Qe Somc sort of spirit or parafin stove with sufficient fucl,

b. At least onec sauccpan and onc other other containcr for watcr,

C» At lecast two cups or mugs (not of mctal)

de A very good suoply of candles,

Cs An acctglence lamp, plenty of cxtra carbide and sparcs including
prickcers Tor clcaring jcts.

Te A good suodly of matches in at least three or four containcrs which

must be moisturcproof. Iach containcr should contain a picece of
mateorial on which to strike matchces., A containcer, after being opened
and closcd about twelfe times in an atmosphere of high humidity
will beecome sufficiently damp inside to render the matches and striker
useless, Remember that containers will not be kept warm in pockets
due to discomfort when lying on them.

£ Onc or two shallow tins to scrve as lamps. Candle wax burnt in these
with a piccc of string as a wick ig morc cconomical and safer than
burhing a candle normally,

h, At lcast one small sharp knifc, 2 spoons and 2 tin opencr.

i, A small pick or trenching tool to facilitate levelling ground, build-
ing draught wall cte.

b Supnly of aspirin for hcadaches.

k. Toilct papcr,

1, Notc paper and pencil to lecave messazes, to record cvents, food

caten ctee.Such notes may be of help to other cavers, doctors ctc,
11 ‘Jtrlnu.

n, A watch or somemecans of icasuring time.
Ce A tin of cigarcttcs,
De Food, All food should be tinned with the tins protceted asainst rust,

Most focds with the cxception of such things as dricd fiuwilt and nuts:
should be of the typc that arc casily heatede There shourd be a supply
of tinncd dry biscuits, full=-crcam swcetcencd condensed rdik, soup,
beans, meat, coffce csccnee, sugar, glucosc D., chocola Lc (this can be
cut uvp and madc into cocoa), mrlted milk tablets, boiled sweets such

as Barlcy suzar or acid drops. Too much liquid and not cnough bulk
causcs flatulence and stomach pains,
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3 SOUTH WALIS CaVING CLUB

To all liembers February.1952,

1. Committee. Co-option

In an attempt to relieve our hard-working Secretary,
the Committee have co~opted &8 Assistunt Secretary. David Hunt
having kindly accepted the responsibility will now zet in that
capacity. Will members in future please wdiress all official
communications to the Assistent Secretory ot 19 Spring Street,
Cadoxton, Barry, Glum. '

2. Cottuge Fees.

Will members plewse note th.t cottege fees wure now ot
t flat rote of 1/3d per night per member wnd 2/- per night per
guest all the yeur., :

3. Progromme.

It hos been decided to re-coumence monthly club meets,
cuch mcet to be held on the first wesck-end in ecch month. The
Tir st of such mcets will be held on Sundey, 2nd karch.

R.V. on road above Porth-yr-ogof Mcp.Ref.0.S5.1.
Shcet Brecon 927124 .t 1100 hours, Sund.y 2nd March. Tt is hoped
that o good meny members will ottend, end, if possible, forac-
gather for o social evening ot the pub in Ystradfellte on Saturdoy
cvening. Accomodation can be booked individually wt "The Thite
Horse" Pont-Neath-Veughon ncor Glynnecth, Glum. but The Youth
Hostel &t Ysradfclltc will be aveilable for members of thot
Organizotion on Scturdey night. Members con Jjoin the Y.H.A.
at the Hestel znd cun then introduce two other mombers us guests,
subject to the paymcent of the ususl foucs.

4., New Publications.

A book which will intcrest all members has just becn
published by The Naticnul Muscum of 7ales, Auther, ocur President,
Dr. F.J. North. mwclsh Seencry Illustreted and Zxplai ned®
contuins 2n cvery page o photographic illustruti~n o~f o« topegruphicul
feature of welsh scencry, wecompenicd by & short, non-technicel,
geclogical explaistion. Two cxamplcs of cwve scenery ure
included. - This be-k is wecll worth the 2/6d. which it costs.
Obteindble from the Noticnal Museum of J[.lcs, Curdiff or wny of the
princip.l Bonkscllers.

The Rcv. Cyril Cullingford «nother cof our Mcmbers, ho
writien «» bo~k on ewving, primarily intendcd for the young c..v

s
fig s
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A grort review will be given in the next News-Lettcr.
2 £o Re G | | '
Advance notice has becn received »f this orgunigzautions
two General Meetings for 1952. First meeting, Skipton,Yorkshire.

on either 26th April, 3rd Msy or 10th May. Second Meeting,
Wells, Scmerset 21st June.

A caving expedition will follow each meeting. Further
details later.

6. Memle rs Activitics.

Member leaves for intortic:

Mox Unwin has departed from caving circles for a period
of 2 years - tn go to thc Antartic s Assistant
Geologist. This, no doubt, is the rcasnn for the
luxuriant crop of whiskers which he wes cultivating

o 1lit tlc while zgo! Mux has requested that his regurds
be conveyed to @1l his caving friends. Ve wish hin
good luck und o sofe return. These wishing te write

to Mex can still adress le tters to "Quklendsh

Staines Hill, Stumy, Kent.

New EZxplorctions:
0rd.Sur. 1" Sheet 153 to mile. Ref.2596/1888.
Report from the Toylors.

On Saturday, 1lst December, 1951 we found a most
intsresting site ncur Murton, where o omparitively lurge
streum rising on clyne commen runs to earth in a number
of pluces ‘ut the base of & sarprisingly large limestone
cliff in o tree lincd own.

The eliff is abeut 20' high and 50' long &nd there ure
two sme.ll connecting cave puasswges in the right hand
side near the busc.

Unfortunutely, although we spent some time digging
wround the Dbuse of the cliff where the wuter disuppears
we made little progress «s ot this time of the year any
excavation one makes is wlmost imredi ately filled up
agein with mud ond leuves which lie cxtremely thickly
there. However, with the udvent of dry weather we feel
it would be well *ﬂrth while to continue the good work.
DIRECTIONS

Teke Newton rozd from Nurton village = this ro«d makes
| 6 defihite S bend :brut % nile from ifurton. At this
pluce & smoll side rowd l,uds It ft pust scme scattered
houses.. G~ up this roud until a gute lewding to e field
is seen nn the right~hand side, which is just after

éne pnsses wnothor gute set ot an cngle into & left

2.




kend field. Welk round the right side of the field which
leads directly to the valley in which is the cuve site.

(The Taylors" namely Maurice Clague Taylor, Marjorie
Tuylor and Zileen Taylor of Swensew cre comparutively
reecent, but kecen, Club Membasrs. They hve reported
what they thought th be & new cave &t Bwa Muen, near
Wills Hole. Te believe, in sctusl faet, this cave has
previously been visited by members, but, in view of the
clerity of the description end the excellent plan
supplicd, it is hoped te publish the Toylers repert in
a futurc issuc of "Qur Cuves" )

A Report from Bill Little on laust iugust's cemp at
Ffrydieu Twreh will be published next month.

7; - Comment.

The report of the Chairman of the C.R.G. mentions a
print worthy of cttention by oll members, namely, vandalism in
caves by "peaceful penetrution" , i.e. the unwitting destruction
of formatiens, smull wnd lurge, by meking scevercl pe ths eon
becutiful floor formations, emptying carbide lemps ete. This
unfortuncte and unintentionnl 'erime' hes lecd to much destruction
in many ceves. Let us all be carcful we do not stray from the
paths of rightcousncss!

8. New Member

LIONEL WILLIAM GREENWOOD,
Highbury,
Hillside Cres. Uplands,
Swansea,

9. Apology.

Meme rs will no doubt have noticed thot this Circulur
hos loeked the weceemplished literary style of prescntation of
previnus News-Letters. This is due to the fuet thaet overwork
hos camsed owr Seecretory to leave this motter in the huinds of your
Cheirman and Hon.Treasurer who uresbundantly cognisant of their
deficiencics in the literary arts.

Hon.snssistent Seerctury.  DuVID HUNT. 16 Spring Strect,
Cudoxton, Glam.

Hon. Trecsurer. COLIN ©.HILL. "Penlec" Hcel Caerhys,
- Rhiwbina, Cardiff.



