"Our Caves" No, 1, 2 South Wales Caving Club

Eglwys Faen, Llengatiock, Brecs,

N.G.R. 32/192156

Eglwys Taen ( Welsh for Stone Church, referring to tie
lofty main chamber ) is a cave with about 440 yds, of passages.
It is situated in the limestone escarpment facing Crickhowell,
about 1,100 ft, above sea level, The limestone outerop here
runs approx, East-West and is very narrow since the slope of the
ground to the Worth is steep, and near the cave the whole width
of the outerop shows on the seree slopves, The surface of the
moor is of millstone grit, limectone appearing at its upper
1limit near the summit of the cliffs, Not far below the caves
(depth questionable) the limestone shales start, and a narrow
band of limestone beneath this, occurring about half way down
the steep slope below the cave, These details were copied from
the manuscript 6" Geologic¢al maps in the Geological Museum
library, South Kensington, The cliffs a mile west of the cave
have at their base considerable overhangs where the shales have
worn away. This can be seen on svproaching the cave., On Friday
Feb, 16th 1951 about 3,000 tons of this cliff came down in a
huge landslide, where Ehara had been an overhsng of about 20°¢
at the base of a sheer cliff,

By car or cycle the best aporoach is via Brvnmawr and the
tramroad which is a continuation of Intermediate Road, folowed
without turning for a level 4% miles, Cvelists or cars from
Llangattock fork left over the canal, then keep right, up a
Tiendish hill, Either way brings one to the Travellers® Rest,
formerly a pub, but now a smallholding, The Monmouth School H.0O.
is Just where the tracks meet, a detached building on a grassy
bank, Leave car or cycle there and follow the tramroad Vest,
The walker from Llangattock keers ctraight nhead after crossing
the canal, leading to an old grass tramroad and a ferocious
ineline to the same upper tramroad, where one turns right.

In parts the tramrond degenerates into an irregular path then
it turns left round the mountain and the 2-mile conecave
escarpment comes into view, Eglwys Faen ia just above the
tramroad in the angle on the left, the most southerly corner,
Near the cave is a cliff, the corner of which abuts right on
the tramroad, reducing its width to two yards, This is unmis-
takable, and ot this point the main entrance is up a zigzag
path on one's right, the second entrance an obvious hole on
one's left, while'tﬂe crawl entrance is a few yards right at the
base of the c¢liff, Drinking water can be obtained from a tdript
reached by climbing up a slope about 30 yds, Fast, In the small
bog between this and the cave grows Butterwort (Pinguicula)

and on the slopes behind the bog the vertical aven of the cave
is concealed under a thorn bush,
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. Tt would seem that the cave wes opened when the quarries
'were in use, No dates appear inside before 1850, The msin
chamber is lofty and is possiblv unsafe to stay in as the roof
is said to shed occasionally, Halfwey in the main chember
'an archaeologist has dug a sample pit, As usuel in the distriet
the 8. end is choked, the clay floor meeting the celling.
The West Series involves some elementary acrobatics, The
very low part was apparently dug out years ago and was further
enlar~ed in 1946, The lower REast Series is curious in that the
“anH main chamber rescmbles & well-used farmyard. The most
'distant small chamber resonstes to a certain pitch, and the
'round eircuit of these chambers can only be performed by the
‘thinnest. The pothole which gives access to the lower series
' 1s easily climbed both ways, and at one time apoparently had
'some fine formations. The 30' nven is also moderately easy
' to climb both ways.
| only a few yards inside the second entrance is a sporting
tunnel near thé roof, involving a tsardine turnt! and a descent
‘down a crevice,
Eglwys Taen may be termed an easy cave, No tackle
required, no special precautions,
There is a convenient Youthl Wostel in Crickhowell. A
. plan in the Common Room(1950) does not differ from the plan
on page 1 in any imnortant respcct,
Several matters in connectinn with the cave may be found of
| interest, Rumour has it theat the cAve *roes to Beaufort' (1)
or alternatively 'to Merthyvr' (!!). There is a loecal legend of
a dog who was lost in the cave and came out at Beaufort with
all his hair rubbed off and hvsterical, This is curiously like
a South Pembrokeshire legend, the dog in this case entering at
Hoylesmouth {nrl Tenby) and emerging at Wogan Cave, Pembroke
Castle; in this case however the dog wns accompanied by a man
| who was never secen again, Near the second entrance, just by the
tramroad is the oblong foundation of a small hut which was
probably connected with the quarry. g
- There is an active swallet above the ceve, Follow the path
upwards from the main entrance, up the dry valley, forking
"left where the dry valley divides, nnd the swallet is soon
geen, It is choked with grit blocks, but =according to the 6%
Geological map is right on the boundary with limestone, There
geems hope of an inner system, T'ie established connection
between Ogof Gam (formerly thought to be a silted-up cave) and
Agen Allwedd, where only a two-feet seal remains to be broken,
' makes one more optimistic about the possibility of a dig
embending Eglwys Faen in a southerly direction, The obvious
place for this is the end of the main chamber,
The plan on p. 1 is C.R,G, -Grade 3
( Copyricht - South Walee Cnving Cluh )
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"Qur Crves'"No. 2. South Wales Caving Club

Ogof Pwll Swnd, Foel ¥reith, Carmarthenshire

¥.G,R, 22/761184 (=aporox.)

The .cave is situcted in the barren uplend country enclosed
by the Brynammen - Llongadock mountszin rosd to the west and the
swonses Valley to the east, The easiest approach is from the
weat if tronsport is avoilable, Cars should be left at the
guarry on the east side, snd at the summit, of the Brynamman -
Llongsdock rond, when 2 2-mile cross-country wnlk is involved,
From Glyntawe, Swansen Valley, there ere € miles of hard walk-
ing. A botter alternative route is by bus or cor via, Ystradgyn-
1ais rnd Upper Cwmtwreh to Vstrad Owen, when the welking dist-
ance is about 3% miles.

The existence of the cave was learned from a shepherd
encountered during an sxcursion-'to Ffrydicu Twrch, Farly in the
following year, 1839, the shepherd with great difficulty
locutod the anérance on thc north-cuzst slopes of Foel Fraith,
Proliminnry exemination led to the discovery of & hole in the
floor :t the cnd of the mnin pnssage, Explorntion wus renewed
nt Pnster of the srme yenr with the determinction to pnss thro' |
the hole, which wis exceedingly narrow, I~dders were put down
and, ~t n depth of 38 ft,, the lower series wns renched.

Difficulties nnd disprointments have nccompnnicd numerous
pnrtics which hove set out to exnlore Pwll Swnd, At various
times rnin, mist ~nd snow have combined to orevent porties from
locnting the cave which is very difficnlt to find even in pood
woenther, "hen visibility 1s pood the hest =id to locention 1is
thnt the ecnve entraince 1s in line with the western tip of Fan
Gihirveh nnd Blaen LlynfTell Pond, zbout %4 mile west of the pond
and well up the slope tdwords the highest point of Foel Fraith
(1982 ft,) In the viecinity are numerous trench-like depressions
nnd the eave is #t the end of one of these, The entrince, almost
level with the trench floor, cond obscured by moss, fern and
grings, 1s almost invisible,

Diffieculties do not end when the crve hog been found., Those
of more thrn avernge build arc licble to find the squecze at
the hend of the lrdder pitch requires an impossible amount of
compression, Due regnrd should be prid to the funet that it is
morc difficult to nocend thon descend through the hole,

Looking upwards from the chumbor at the foot of the ladder
piteh it is observed th't the floor of the upper passuge 1s
fnlse, A low cruwl, ending with an awkward righthand downwnrd
turn, lcads upward to the first sizeable chamber of the lower
gerics, Aftcr n little more erawling at the beginning of the
st Pass .ge there is no lack of pnssage height, nné in places
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this is quite remarkable, particularly at Lofty Chamber, the
roof of which must surely be very close to the surface,

The cave is dry throughout and bats have been observed on
several occasions, The East and South Passages are considerably
rock-strewn, the rocks being large and usually in 'slab' Torm,
At the 'Organ Plipes!' part of the cave wall has separated from
the wall proper and the stalagmite Fformation gives the appearan-
ce of a small church organ placed against the wall, Where the
passages are more free from loose rock stalagmites are found,
and good exampnles are seen in the section between the Stalapgmite

Gallery and the junction of Rift Passage, The latter is very

narrow and can be penetrated onlv by turnine sideways, Rift
Pagssage leads to the Crest ™ot where it was originally hoped
that the cave might be extended, A thorough examination failed

-to reveal anv continuation, Tn the reverge direction the Boulder

Pagsage ends with massive perched slabs of rock and a final
choke,

Apart from possible difficulties in negotiation of the
ladder pitch exploration is technically easy,

Tackle reguired: - 40 ft. ladder
50 ft, tether
60 ft, lifeline.

( Copyright - South Wales Caving Club )
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"our Caves' No,3. -8 - gouth Waleg Caving Club,

Bridge Cave, Neath Valley, Brecs.

N.G.R. 22/913139

This cave ig aonrox. 1% miles west of vstradfellte end may
be reached on foot By following the turning to the west from
vstradfellte Church, This lane finally bhecomes a footpath which
joins the roadwey to Blaen-ledd-isaf Tarm guite close to the
cave, For motorists there-is a well surfaced road to the immed-
jate vicinity of the cave, Turn right .14 miles from Y#stradfell-
te on the main road to Pont-Nedd-Fechan, Theré is a gate at the
junction of the two roads and others en route, A little less than
half a mile beyond Berth-lwyd Tarm there is a badly surfaced
sharp left turn from the Blaen-Nedd-isaf road which leads immed-
iately to Pont Cwm-pwll-y-rhyd, The cave entrance 1s found in a
dry swallet away to the left,

Bridge Cave is within e=sy reach of the 3 caves of the Pwll
y-rhyd group and, taken with these, make a good day's caving,.(ae)

The Little ITeath rises %% miles to the north of Bridge Cave
in the upland region between Fan Cihiryeh (238l1') zdd Fan Nedd
(2176') In normal weather the river deserts its surface bed
between Blaen-Nedd-isaf Farm and Pont-Cvm-~pwll-y-rhyd, The last
point of engulfment is usually a fissure at the base of the
limestone cliff just a little north of the bridge.(b). Under
these conditions it is possible to wallk down the dry surface bed
to beyond White Tady Cave - well over % mile,

Until Ausust 1947 Bridge Cave consisted of a single dry
passage 150' long., This passage was blocked by well cemented
boulders, but bevond the sound of running water could be heard,
ﬁxaminaticn of the blockage during tre 1947 visit showed this
to be in a loose condition and a wav was cleared into an impres-
agive cavern which continued for 400-500°',

The old 150t dry passage 1a an easy crawl, At the beginning
of the new section are blocks of rock which require a very
careful treatment, Those hanging in the roof are particularly
massive but, although of very unstable avpearance, they need
not be touched, Tmmediately the underpground stream is seen on
the left and is first followed in a winding high narrow rift
leading into the main chamber, This is quite imovressive in its
dimensions, Under flood condlitlions water breaks into the cave
through the West Passage the end of which (apain very unstable)
is wvery near the surface bed of the Neath,

Ta] The other caves are — 22/912100 (sometimes called "Town =
Drain) 22/910136 White Lady Cavej 22/912137 Pwll-y-rhyd,

(b) Dr, NWorth's book " The River Scenery at the Head of the Vale
of Neath ¥ 15 an essential piece of equipment when maviag

in this area, It is obtainable from the Wational Museum of

wales, Cardiff ( Price 3/= )
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THe Main Chamber narrows towards a natural rock bridge
spanning ledges on either side of the passage, Both ledges are
elimbable, that on the west side leading to a pretty grotto
which has not been explored in order to avoid breakare of the
formatdons therein, There is the appearance of a passage at
high level leading onwards from the east .ledge but this is, in
fact, a gallery above the river passage which quickly loses
height below the bridge.

The last section to the sump becomes increasingly uncom-
fortable the roof being now so low as to necessitate crawling
in the water, The sump is 4 - 5 ft, deep and rather muddy, No
definite water exit has been traced,

No test has been made to establigh where the underground
stream re-apppars but this may prove to be at Pwll Du
approximately one mile south of the eave entrance at the east
bank of the surface stream, The cave is partially explorable
under flood conditions bBut care is required,

Mo tackle required,

( Copyright - South Wales Caving Club )
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nour Caves" Wo. 4. -11- “ South Wales Caving Club,

N.G.R., 22/914080 .

Willts Hole or King Arthurts Cave 1s situaté on the right -
bank of the River Sychryd at the lowest series of waterZalls,
and is about a mile e=ast of the village ?f Ppni~Neath Vaughan, .
Latitude 51° 45' 41" N, ZLongitude 3°© 34" 20 W, approx., '

Tt lies on the narrow Carboniferous Limestone belt which
occurs between the 01d Red Sandstone to the north forming
the Black Mountain and Brecon Beacons, and the Millstone Grit
of the coalfield to the south,

As will be seen from the plan, the cave is ean elongated Y
and forms an underground connection between the Sychryd and
the Neath, The present course of the water is at the moment
something of a mystery, because although a good sized stream
flows through the terminal sump, it makes its appearance
only a few feet from it,

Passage B is normally dry, but the prcsence of a thick
layer of coali dust on the floor end part of the walla washed
in from the coal washing plant higher up the Sychryd, indicates
that it takes flood wateér, The flooding, we ghould Imagine,
would have o be severe, because in the space of a Tew hours,
after heavy rain, the river tose I ., but There was no gign
of this increase in the cave,

There is a trickle of water visible irn the main passage A
but the clue to the supply secms to be gilven at & point In -
this passage just South of the word {PLAN' on the .plan, Here,
the wall is coated with a layer of steloctlte, and above the
noise of a heevy drip emerging alous 10 ft, up, is the
unmistakadble roar of Tast runpning woter, This led us to think
that there iz snother passege roughly parallel to A and North
of it, and discharging its contents Jjusi above the sunp,
Exploration at this point with a few sticks of goliegnite would
probably yield interesting rasulia.

The inleht on the sSyehryd and -the exlt in the Neath have
been located, and with the ald of a 85" map, It was hcped to
produce a ssetion which weuld indicate the difference in level
between the sump and the resurgence into the NMeath, end there-
by give some indieation of the uscfulness of diving The sump,
Unfortunatels the 25" wap doss not give sufficlent data and
geveral hnours of levslling will be pecessary, besidzs localing
the exact position of the cave,
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gtalactite formation is negligible,

The general angle of dip is one of only a few degrees S,,
but because of intense local folding, the dip in the cave is

60° N. The faults among which it has been formed can clearly bs
seen in the roof,

There are no technical difficulties in the exploration
of the cave, with the exception of the Pot, This can be
descended with the aid of a rope, but matters are made more
pleasant by the use of 35 ft, of ladder,

L, W, Greenwdod
January 1940, A, M, G, Trower
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PROPERY 4
BOUTH WALEg.
| CAVING cLyp, -

" Qur Caves " No, §. -1l4- South Wales Caving Club.

£ C1 Blackrock
N. G. R, 32/212123

Ogof Clogwyn has been knovn locally
is not widely knovn, being rather hidden

Brecs,

for many years, but it
in situation., Tt is

almost directly under Gelli Felen Halt on the Br?ﬂmﬂwr~ﬂbar§av-

enny railvay, and rail visitors can easil
descend the steep valley side directly do
path vhich runs obliquely dovn the lower

Road "anproach is from Blackrock on the Br
road, Co to the Hafod Inn (also Bus Stop)

¥ get off there an
vnwards, finding the
cliffs to the cave,
ynmawr-Cilwern main
, dovn the short

road to the tramroad below, Park ears here, Proceed down

tramroad to the Prince aAlbert Inn, a few
then down footpath which %s on rieht just

vards away on right,
past the Inn, taking

one to Devil's Bridge. ’'scend the steep path on the other side
until half way up a cottape with garden gete is reached on

left. A few vards above this level, a foo

toath branches right

which skirts the steep slopes, descending gradually until
a primitive sheep dip in the bed of a brook is reached, Ford

the brook (easy) follow the path round. T

t rises again, then

veers left around the top of the cliffs at the base of a beech

wood, Keep right, without descending anvt
until a wehlwdefine& track is reached des
westwards, when the cave will be reached,

hing really steep,
cending obliquely

In dry weather when the Clydach river can be forded easily
it is easier to walk up the tramrosd from the Prince Albert

until a large steel pylon is reached on t

he left, Descend path

to left of pylon, veer right down steep path to river, ford
river, then #£iee follow cliffs eastverd until cave is reached,

This path from pylon across river to cell

i Pelen used to be =

well-defined footpsth to the station many years ago, but the

stenping stones have disapneared,
The cave is near the base of a cliff

s+ 8n oval hole with

stream issuing and an overhanging lip vhich makes entry

peculierly difficult unless a bough is pl
This is entrance Mo, 1 on the plan, 2lmos

aced ageinst the 1lip,
t verticallv sbhove

this entrance is a recess near the ton of the cliff, reached

bv a moderately difficult elimb l=2helled
which one can see exvlorers 1nsida the up

Mo. 4 on nlan, from
ver series, though

access is at onresent impossible, there being only an inclined
narrow gap about 3" wide, snd thet blocked by stalactites,
" Thie is shaded on plan., In eddition, there are at 2 and 3

pive entrances which are possible, No, 2

opening some way up

the cliff, and Mo, 3 a crack st the top of 2 pile of leaves,
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The upner series passapges are shovn on the plan in
persnéective with the lower series ones, thouph no link is
-knovn, The stream 1ssuing from entrance ¥Wo, 1 flows from the
sump following the arrows, and nearly all the way it flows
the width of the passage =nhd about a foot deep, though in one
or two places it 1is deeper, =snd cars must be taken to keep it
out of gumboots}y A1l the passapes are well developed along
joints, and the most westerly pzssape running S-N is especislly
Interesting as the stream here flows pradually from one strata
to the . next lowest, giving a series of small rapids., The whole
wet series 1s fantastically ribbed along the walls, due to
differential phreatic solution, and this development is so
consistent alone the cave that it is & remarkable svecimen of
this particular nhenomenon, In nlaces, senarate phreatic o henne
-els in the seme joint mav be observed over one another, which —
rradually merpe ferther slong the joint, Althourh the survey
was not accurate enough to decide.definitely, it seems 1likely
.thet the passages of -the far uoper series lie in the s=me
. Joints as those of the lower series just inside the entrance.
On the back of the nlan is a sketch section showing the extent
of the horizontesl ribbing, The fallen blocks both anpear to
have dropped from 2 position in the centre of the mssage,
they too being ribbed at the sides., The side loop on the right
not far inside entrance 1, and the tunnels leading to 2 and 3
are all mich higher than weter level, and show the same ribbed
structure, The vassage D is 2t present impossible to enter as
it is high, and & pair of ribs leave only enough room for onets
head, -

In relation to the geology of the Clydach Corge, the cave
reveals the considerable phreatic development which must now
exist below stream level, The porge just outside and higher
up the Clydach shows signs of having been a cavern: there are
large blocks in the bed which are~6bviously chunks of roof,
Opposite, and immedéstley under the pylon, at the base of an

,overhanﬂing cliff is a miserable little tunnel with water
issuing whi¢h may vield to courapgeous cavers who like setting
wet, 50 yds., above Devil's Bridee is a pool in the river which
is known locally as the Whirlnool, in which magy veople have
been drowned, All sttemnts to fill it have fsiled, and it mavy
communicete with a phreatic vessace ledding to the rorge below
the pridge, It does not look dangerous,

Gumboots &nd an overm=c are all that is required for the
stream passage, but for the upper series overaslls needed, The
volume of water 1ssuing does not vary much, and has not been
observed to be large despite heesvv rain. IE is not 2 sporting.
cave, but it is well worth a visit on account of its structure,

( Copyright, South Wales Caving Club )
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Craig-y-T0os Suarry Cave, Brecs.,

The entrance to the cxve is =itu-ted on the =teen slope
onr the left-hand side o the ruined ergine rouse in the quarry
o~osite Cralg-y-fos Castle ("ov the Adelina atti Fosniteal)

wrom the entrance, vhich is sbout 2ft, sousre a »hrestic

~ge i= entered sbout 2L, vide and 4 1, hirh, The nagsape
sopn inrgreaces in height and it divides irto tvo, 2 swll ;
triekle of wveter flowine in & chennel in t*e floor iz met here,
“Tostreamt, the hish roof soon depener=t=s and one is rednced
to eravling over boulders in = fiprure=of=-8 negsepe, ° smell
gcurre beddinr-nl=ne chsmber 1s aniekl- entered, st ot of
sirht around thre far corner of the chember a csmell trickle of

ter continues to mele & 67t, weterfsll issuins from an

imvenetreble orack, ™he oeassfre netera out into a bedding
mline chember with no way in, -

Tollo ing the stream dowvn, the Tirst 80 ft, is in & fine
nesnder nussspee some 8 ft, high, ‘fter this the pascape 18 4 ft,
nigh with a boulder floor ( = s=andy brarch n=ssape o» the left
is passed) Tollowed bv a 3 ft, ‘hiph vaterfall vith a water=
cource behind it., The "loor soon hecomes sandy snd one is
reduced to full length vrigreling in = vesesape of 11 inches
meximum he=droom, After = hundred feet of this the nassage
becones too narrow for further »roerecs,

7eturnine to and wrilgeline throurh the sandy branch
sege a bedding “lene charber vith four nassages leading
%0 1t s entered, ‘A strean iscues from a nassage vhieh is
500 tisht Tor human “rogress, D' rectly onvosite the nagsape bw
vhlich the chamber is etered 18 a firure-of-8 passape vhich
cerries on Tor about 60' before a hranch vessspe on the richt
D d, the “loor here consistins of boulders =nd md, =ome
20 7%. further on a bonlder®™s met on the left=h=nd side, In
befveen the tres roots choke  ape visible, There is a similer
cecurrence 20 ft. further on vhere the »asssre turns sharply
Tight', The floor chenres from mud to boulders alonF a vessape
~ome 5 ft, high, » little further on i3 an oval shaned aven
0 the right with a shower of weter felling dovn emonest the
tree roots, The »sssape procecds for some 200 ft, vhen the
“loor of nebbles nearly reaches the roof =nd = et squeeze leads
to 3yphor Chamber, Tt is st this noint that the syphon can be
heard,

ie vasse



=18-

rReturring back along the main »nassage & branch passage
with a stream issuing is met on the left, It atarts with a very
tight squeeze and it continues for about 280 ft, and is about
% £t. high, A sandy-floored passage on the right conneots
with the boulder choke nascage, Falfway along this nascage
a low,tight meander vassage coviously vatered, conrects with
the syphon nassage, Carrying on along the origiral nac=age
it soon becomes verv tisht, The nassspe divides after this
squeeze, orne branch leadines to the 3 ft, wveterfall and the
other to a bedding nlane chsmber, Thetre is an aven in the roof
which cortains some fine tmoon-milk' }

.:.'-,. rill? "Iivuv. 1955|
convright, South ales Caving Club )
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Further Informetion on Eglvvs T=en, " Our Csves - Yo, 1.

S s e — A — o .

BEglwys Tuen is mentioned in the first edition ef Theophilus
Tones'! “History of Breconshirer 18086,

In the mein chamber, about 20 yds. from the far end is an aven
jin the ceiling which can be enteved only -ith a 12t l=dcer,
Thig was entered 16-5-51 and le=ds to a series of videned
joints which seemed dznrerous &nd h=ve not been exnlored,

Bu Do
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"our Caves" Mo, 7 .o =al- South Wales Cnving Club,

Agen Allwedd nnd oOgof ¢om, Llongattock,

N.G.R, ‘Agen Allwedd 32/187159 Ogof C2m the same.

This system is at presont the loreest known cnave system
in South ¥nlca enst of Poant Mawr and Fynnon Ddu, Tt lies
behind the quarty face nt TLlononttock, about 4'mile west:. - «--
of Eglwys Foen (sec "Qur Caves® No, 1).

The best appronch is pnst the entrance of Eglwys Faen.
Continue west on the tramrond (grass trnok, stony in places)
for % mile, The tramrond finnlly peters out in a smoll
quarry which is immedi~tely to the Enst of 'Big Gully' the
only gully in the top cliffs which continues as n scree the
whole height of the cscarpment, In this quarry, at the base
of the cliff nmong some larpe boulders 1s the entr-nce of
Ogof ¢cm, a low tunnel eircular in section, A fow yards
past this entrance the tramrond path rises to a ledge and
then prngses across the stony acree of Big cully, Agen Allwedd
is at the left end of the lddge, a ernck shnped like a
keyhole ot the extreme corner of the cliff fnce. On the
egrnssy lcdge nbove Qgof Gnm is another tunnel which is
probably in the srme system, but which needs digeing a few
yords inside,

The system concists of n series of pnsseges, in most
of which are smnll stresms, originating in cnscndes down
Joints and uniting in a resvectnblv sized stream in the
main passnge. Ogof cam 1s really the main tributary, but =a
fall of boulders (see p, 20) has vertinlly choked the
passage nand caused extensive silting brckwerds in the region
of the first ond second dips, The dry entrance vassage is
much smnller in section, #nd much more tedious thon Ogof Gom,

History The entranees lie in the furthest worked quarry

on the Cymro tramroad from Nantyelo and Beaufort
ironworks, Probnbly these guarrics were first worked because
the limestone outeropped naturanlly there and could be seen,
in the eorly ninetcenth century, and it is nossible that
Ogof Gam wns discovered first by the quarrymen, Dates inside
are numerous, including some late nincteenth century ones,

1946 Spring A mrty from Brynmawr County School, including
B. D. Price nnd R. G, Stndeman of Crickhowell
tackled the entrance of Agen Allwedd, which was a cleft
blocked below with bould ers ond above with a dripstone

and boulder filling, Thcy elenred the lower cleft, whiech
beeame too narrow for human progress, They tackled the
upper hole with a small crowbar, but feriled to dislodge a
lorge boulder some way inside, By shining a torch round one
gide of it, nnd looking the othor side, with a cont "held

to exclude daylight, they could see a cavity heyond, Nothing
further was done there,

!
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)n the same day, B,D.,Price and R,Smith went to the end of Ogof
am, where there was a very low hole at the end with a strone
jraught, dammed the trickle of water which flows inwards, and
nanaged to dig out the mud floor sufficiently to allow them to
nags through to the intermediate chamber, Here s further and much
ass promising seal stopped progress; thev did not know that only
' wo feet of seal separated them from Agen Allwedd, Their
sxcavotions formed the firat Ailp,

24=12=1949 A varty consisting of B, D, Priee, H, Hickey and Dawid
~ Seagrave ("Sally") opened up the entranwve of Agen
111we@d with a large crowbar after 4 hr, work, Progress arrested
oy Sally's Alley, which had a death-trap fissure for a floor,

27=12-1949 Sally's Alley provided with a boulder floor, H. Hickey
went ag far as the large passage by the first boulder
fall,

2 = 1 =-1950 All three penetrated to the end of Agen Allwedd,

16-9-1950 "Speaking fissurev discovered (see »,20) and contact
] by tapping established between mud chamber and Ogof
Jam, (Green dye sent through in water trickle,

2-9~1951 Dug out second dip., Poverful draught when seal broken,
Two Scouts, Victor Oliver and craham Holly, made the
round trip,

zeneral Qbservations This cave has to be treated with respect

as it would be difficult or even ihpnsaiéla
to get injured persons out, Three main preceutions should be taken:
1, Alternative lighting which can stand up to powerful draughts
is essential, as with changes of wind
and temperature, drauehts which can easily blow out an
acetylene lamp are set up, particularly in Sally's Alley and
| the low arches by speaking fissure,

2, Food supply should be taken, in a separate bag because it is
¥i: not possible to get through t he entrance passages
with anything in your pockets, to be eaten at the end of the

cave if a full exploration is contemplated, The cave 1s rather
exhausting, particularly the return through the entrance
passages aftar a long time underground,

3, Particular care near the far end not to slip on the boulders
which one has to climb, Fven a twisted ankle could be serious,

Tackle No speclal tackle is needed for an ordinary trip. There i3 a
' ghovel placed near the first boulder fall, and a bucket in
the mud chamber for baling.

‘Flooding No danger of flooding, except perhsps in the far reaches
under exceptional conéitions.

general Description of the Cave. The further in one goes, the larger
the cross-section of the passages,
The entrance is a very un-prepossessing hole at chest height,
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Wrigeling through the entrance tunnel brings one to a low, wide
cavern with a tunnel leading off left with Just enough toom
to progress comfortably lying flat, This leads to a low stony
tunnel, which was littered with bones of badger, fox and rabbit
when hhe cave was first éntered, One passes a small blind tunnel
on the left, then an earthy lair of an animal on the right,
ATter various contortions of the passage, the chute is regched,
a hole in the cave wall on the right which is a steeply rising
tunnel. Enter this head first, on onets right side, At the top
(the narrowest part of the cave for stout persons) is a
horizontal tortuous passage "Sallyts Alley" and et the end a
dron of sbout 6! into a narrow Joint passage, This continues
in two clearly defined compass bearings, to the low arches
where apgein one has to 1lie Tlat, B ewteen the arches is the
speaking fissure on the left, where it is possible to sneak
to versons at the end of Orof Cam, Neer the exit to the mein
passage is another animal's lair, on the right, which generally
shows recent signs of habitation although it is about 100 yds 1in.
One climbs down a few feet from a fissure, and enters the main
bassage, Here, the small stream runs to the right, inwards,
Following it left up its course brings one to the boulder fall
which choked the passage, A smell opening enables one to reach
the mud chamber, Here, if other cavers block the stream in
Ogof cam and bale out the first dip, one can bale out the second
dip and pass through, Do not attempE this unless you sre prepared
to be saturated in mud, The continual flow of water and mud
would make any permenent scheme of opening up this as an
entrance difficult,

Following the stream inwards, there is a low duck under
the projecting roof, then the passage becomes higher, with
g "Bat Alley" - g high narrow passage, formed from a joint
with projecting fins on the walls, so that one progresses
sideways, walking on the fins, Roosting bats like hanging under
the fins,

A little further a branch bassage on the right leads to
"toothpaste tube" , a muddy tunnel cetting progressively lower
and ending in a waterfall from above, and 'purgatory', ‘a very
narrow uncomfortable pipe leadine to a similar fissure,

The main passage turns left, under a rether low tunnel
(it is possible to miss it if one keeps a fair vace) and to
another T=junction, The nassape right does not po far, the
main passage following the stream inwerds turns left,

The size of the passage dincreases pradually, until it
is possible to wsalk upright all the time, An unsafe passage
1s passed on the right (roof consisting of earth and boulders)
and some way along, the stream passage is reached on the right,
adding another larger tributary to the stream, A 1little way
up the stream passage is a high mudbank on the left, showing
clearly that at one time the cave was filled with clay, which
has been washed out again, From here to the far boulder choke
mud from the former filling is frequently seen on ledges on the
upper wvalls off the passages,

Shortly after the stream passage junction is another Bat
Alley, and in places the roof is very high (estimated at 50')
where it is possible to climb up and explore passages in the roof,
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ashorty¥y after this Bat Alley, on the risht hand side Oueer
atreet opens off, an upstreem tributary consisting of deep
narrow fissures in the base of wider banks of mud (exhibiting
the same phenomenon of the remsins of the mud filling). Near
the end is a narrow place in the passage with a boulder
hanging from the roof which must weigh 3 or 4 cwt, The boulder
has been named the "Sword of Bme Damocles" because it seems

on the noint of drepping.

¥rom the junction of Queer St,., to the far end, the
main passage becomes a scramble in and out of large boulders,
finally ending in a boulder choke, a slope of boulders and
mud rising to the roof,

It is possible to descend among the boulders, about 25 yds
from the choke, and to follow the stream under the boulders
gsome way, and also to strike a further right-hand tributary
which meets the main stream very near the boulder choke, Many
attempts at penetrating the choke have failed, The choke 1is
560 yds from the entrande by the shortest route, The total
extent of the cave, not counting Ogof cam, is about 900 yds,

ceological Tormation All the known caves in the area avpear to
lie in the same horizon of limestone,

Agen Allwedd follows roughly the local dip into the mountain,
and the water must penetrate still further sS. or sS.,W, , to
emerge in the coal mines around Beaufort (in which larre sorings
of hard water are continually pumped to revent the water going
further South into the deep mines) or alternatively the water
may penetrate more Easf, to feed the larre springs at Fynno
risfaen (on either side of R. Clvdach above Bleckrock) whic

are never known to vary much in rate,

Throughout the whole cave, ‘there are
evidences that the cave was originally phreaticp and this
nhreatic tunnel was later deepened by vadose action, giving the
typical keyhole-shaped cross-section which persists clearly in
such widely-geparated places as the entrance, Sally's Alley,
near the Stream-passage junction (very well developed), in
nueer gtreet, and near the far boulder choke, In many places,
there are the remains of the mud fdlling on the phreatic shoulders
showing that the cave must have been filled with mud and washed
¢lean again,

: The mud problem is the principal obstacle to
fresh caving finds in the district, Eglwys Faen is choked with
mud ‘at the most promising places; many tunnels exist in the
game horizon in the quarries which need days of hard mud-dicging
to yield progress, In rainy weather, an overflow stream from
the peat bog on the moor above flows down the Big Gully, and
as this gully is practiocally in line with the entrance of Aren
Allwedd, it is possibly this stream at an éarlier reological
period f£hat washed the mud out of the cave, The finding of the
system raised hopes for further finds in the district considerably

(Copyright, South wales Caving Club)
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